This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized 
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the 
information in books and make it universally accessible. 


Google books 

http://books.google.com 















UNIVERSITY OF 
ILLINOIS LIBRARY 
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 

■ i ll -m er. ' survey 


Digitized by L-OOQle 



'X>'C 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 



Digitized by 



Digitized by 



Digitized by 



HISTORICAL ATLAS 


OR 



ILLINOIS, 


CONTAINING A HISTORY OF THE COUNTY, ITS TOWNSHIPS, TOWNS, SCHOOLS, 
CHURCHES, ETC; A COMPLETE SET OF PLATS OF THE TOWNSHIPS AND VIC 
LAGES; PORTRAITS OF EARLY SETTLERS AND PROMINENT MEN; 

VIEWS OF RESIDENCES, ETC.; BIOGRAPHIES OF PIONEERS 
AND LEADING CITIZENS; VARIOUS GENERAL 
MAPS, STATISTICS, ETC., ETC. 


ILLUSTRATED. 


CHICAGO: 

J. H. BEERS & CO., 

1884 . 


Digitized by 


The reproduction of this book has been 
made possible through the sponsorship 
of the Ford County Historical Society, 
Paxton, Illinois. 


A Reproduction by 
Unigsaphic, Inc. 

1401 North Fares Avenue 
Evansville, Indiana 47711 
nineteen hundred and seventy-six 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 



Q,.°l I 2- - '7'7-S' 1 ^' 5 ' . V-:' . )■"■•■ 

B 3 9 L 

| <\1 L 


INDEX TO FORD COUNTY ATLAS. 


XAP8. 

rm. 

Brenton Township.46 

Baiton Township . 21 

Cnbory, Fist of.68 

Clnreneo, Plat of.68 

Dix Township.86-87 

Drummer Township.46-47 

Elliott, Plst of.68 

Gibooo, Plsl of.27 

Kempton, Plst of.68 

Ljmsn Township.48 

Melvin, Plst of.68 

Mono Township.61 

Pstton Township.21-28 

Ptxton, City of.28-29 

Psssh Orehsrd Township . .86 

Polls Township.48 

Pipsr City, Plst of .80 

Roberts, Plst of.88- 

B sho t s Township.62 

8ibloy, Plst of.88 

Sallirsat Township.44 

Wsll Township.24 


Benson, Hoary. 

Bogsrdas, Col. 0. . 

BnrwoU’o Opors Bloek 
Bashnell, 8. P. .... 

Csntrsl Block. 

CIsrkR.. 

Collier’s Hsrdwsrt Bloek . 

Cook, P. L.. 

Coart Hoaso snd ShorilTs Residence . 
Danlsp, Morton .... 

Orshsis, J. P.. 

HsU, li. c.. 

Henderson, C. B. 

Kosspton, Village of 

Meherry, Frsnk .... 

Bioo Elevator, The Edwin 

Stoner, J. P.. 

Sibley, VUlsfo of .... 
Pen Steenbergh, R . 

Wylie, Dr. & M. 


60 

88 

40 

19 

40 

26 

40 

88 

17 

19 

42 

88 

82 

60 

82 

40 
26 
89 

41 
19 


PORTRAITS. 


Anderson, Chris..81 

Besoh, H. P..18 

Bleket, W. A.81 

Button, James P. (deoesssd).49 

Campbell, 0. H.4* 

Campbell, George . 81 

CMR. .. 

Clark, Mrs. R.26 

d°®d» M. H.20 

W.P.A.81 

Collier, J. H.81 

Cook, r.L. .18 

Danlsp, Merton. .18 

Elliott, Matthew (deeessed).49 

Kemp, Wright ..49 

Kemp. Mrs. BUaeboth.49 

Lohsmn,P. G.. 

Moffrtt, John H. ... ... 20 

Mentettas, J. A.81 

Pstton, David (deeessed).49 

™ls,W.H.49 

.. 

Else, Edwin (deoesssd).81 

Bonplo, A... 

Sibley. Hiram.. 

SalUrant, M. L. (deeessed).84 


Stoner, D. C. (deoesssd) . 

. 26 

Peseh Orchard 

. 




76 

Loners, Obodiah,. 

VAOB. 

78 

Stoner, Mrs. D. C. (deeessed). 

26 

Pells . 





. 77 

Lewis, John R.. 

72 

Van Steenbergh, R . 

. 41 

Bogors . 

. 




71 

Lehman. Frank G.'. 

. 80 

Van Steenbergh, Mrs. R 

41 

SaUirant 


. 



. 76 

Lott, James Henry, .... 

66 

White, Wearer . 

. 18 

WsO 

. 




74 

Lott. Jonathan B.,. 

. 70 

Yeomans, C. H. 

29 







Lyman, Ssmnsl 

76 



PBBSOHAL 8KBTCHH8. 


MoDsnsl, James P., 

72 

HISTORICAL* 


AUnutt, Henry . 


, 

. 


. 72 

Mo Dowell, Frank C.,. 

. 81 

Ootnrrr Histoby: 


Andenon, A. J. 





60 

Me Dowell, M. K., . . ; . 

81 

Introductory, 

. 6 

Anderson, Chrl«. 

. 




76-78 

McDowell Bros.,. 

. 81 

The Prairies,. 

6 

Anderson, Swes 



. 


78 

MeBroy, Alex. 

80 

The Aborigines,. 

. 6 

Besoh, Hon. Bagh P. 





. 78 

MeKinney, Archibald, .... 

. 72 

The Indians,. 

6 

BoD. Jobs D. 



. 


74 

MeLenn, 8. P.,. 

66 

Early Discoveries, .... 

. 7 

Besson, Henry 

. 




78 

Mohsrry, Prank,. 

. 81 

Northwest Territory, 

8 

Berggran, P. A. 

. 




. 60 

Mohsrry, Hugh (deoosood), . 

81 

Ponn County: 


Bleket, W. A. 





78 

Mlddleooff, John P. 

. 70 

Home,. 

8 

Bogsrdas, CoL Chao. . 





. 78 

Mitehinoon, Joseph, .... 

77 

Organisation,. 

. 8 

Bowktr, Rensselaer 

. . 




79 

Moffett, John H.,. 

66-81 

OAdnLs, ...... 

8 

Briggs, James A. 





. 66 

Monielias, John A., 

81 

Government,. 

. 10 

Ballington, Aaron C. 





74 

Mono, Daniel 8.. 

. 66 

Board of Saperrison, .... 

10 

Burrows, J. B. . 





. 66 

Moody, Peter. 

78 

Court House, ..... 

. 10 

BushneU, 8. P. 





78 

Nelson, Anders, ..... 

61 

Sheriff's Residenoe snd Jail, . 

10 

Button, James P. (deceased) 




78-79 

Nelson, Gustof R,. 

. 61 

L., B. A M. Railroad Bonds, 

. 11 

Campbell, George . 





79 

Nelsoo, Gustof R., .... 

61 

War of the Rebellion, . . . , 

11 

COmpbsll, Obsdiak H. 





78-79 

Nelson, John,. 

. 61 

0.11 Posts,. 

. 11 

Carlson, Cart P. . 





60 

Parsons, Mark,. 

72 

Heme Military. 

11 

Castle, Lyman D. T. . 





. 79 

Patrick, J. R., . 

. 66 

Reminiseenees, , 

. 11 

Clark, Rsaaombrsnss 





79 

Patton, ax-CouBty Judge 

16-69 

Elevations in Ford Ooanty, 

16 

dead, Mlhsn H. 





. 79 

Patten, David (deceased), . 

. 78-81 

Srsnsnas: 


Goal, P. A . 





79 

Pennon, N. H. 

. 61 

Taxes, ....... 

16 

Collier, Hon. J. H. . 





. 79 

Pells, William H., .... 

81 

Agriculture,. 

. 16 

Coffin, R 





60 

Polleok, John,. 

. 66 

Pepalstlon, 

16 

Cook, Charles A. 





. 77 

Prise, Kennedy,. 

66 

Valuation of Property, 

. 16 

Cook, Prase L. 





79 

Body, 8. P. 

. 66 

Ponn Cl SOU IT CoCKT, 

16 

Crsbbe, Austin . 





. 71 

Ramsay, James W., .... 

81 

Ponn County Bab (biographies!), 

. 16 

Culbertson, Ssmael D. 





72 

Rise, Edwin (dsesnssd), .... 

. 81 

NBW8PAFBBS, ....... 

66 

CuItst, John C. . 





. 72 

Samplo, Alfred,. 

82 

Physkbabs,. 

. 67 

Dshlgres, Nils 





60 

Sandburg, Gustof,. 

. 61 

Schools,. 

67 

Daniels, Stsey . 





. 69 

Sibley, Hiram,. 

82 

Paxton High Sehoel, 

. 69 

Day Family . 





69 

8beldon, A. R,. 

. 61 

Sooner Soomwns,. 

60 

Dangan, John H. 





70-79 

Stevens, Norman R. 

82 

Paibs. 

. 69 

Dunham, John C. . 





79 

Sates family. 

, 69 

Paxton. 

69 

Danlsp, Merton 





. 79 

Stoner, Daniel C. (deoosood), 

82 

Bren ton snd Pells, .... 

. 69 

Eggleston, George 8. 





80 

Stoner, Jobu F.,. 

. 82 

Gibson. 

69 

EgaeD, N. G. . 





. 60 

‘ Strayer, Jaoob (deeeeeed), 

78 

Tub Swbdbs is Pobd County, 

. 60 

Elliott, Matthew (deeeeeed) . 




. 78-80 

SulUvaat, M. L: (deeeeeed). 

. 84 

In snd about Paxton, .... 

60 

Farrar, Dr. L. B. 





. 66 

Swenson, Gustof,. 

61 

Farmers rille,. 

. 60 

Frew, Hon. Calvin H. 





66 

Swenson. Peter,. 

. 61 

Biographies!,. 

60 

Graham, Jesapb P. . 





. 80 

Todd, Jome. 

74 

Cxunonm: 


Gray, Edward C 





66 

Trioksl, Joshes (deoesssd). 

78 

M. R Obnrab Is Ford County, 

61 

Green, David W. 





. 80 

▼so Steenbergh, Edward. 

. 76-82 

Paxton, .... 

. 62 

Haling, Albert M. . 





76 

Toss, Martin V.,. 

66 

Gibson, . 

68, 66,66 

Hall, Henry C. . 





. 80 

Waggoner, John 8., 

74 

Piper City,. 

. 64 

Hall, J. D. . 





69 

Wastrope, William A., .... 

. 82 

Roberts,. 

66 

Hall, John M. . 





. 69 

Whits, Weaver,. 

82 

Lyman Township, .... 

. 66 

Hanley family 





69 

Teoamns, Charles H. t .... 

. 88 

Dix Township,. 

66 

Harvey, Eli 





. 80 



Button Township, .... 

. 66 

Heath, Lester & . 





80 

MISCKLLAJTBOUS. 


Sibley, ... 

A4 

Helmet, John F. G. . 





. 80 



Rogers Township, .... 

OO 

. 66 

Henderson, Charles R 





80 

Business Diraetory. 

. 88 

Kempton,. 

66 

Holmes, William B. . 





. 76 

Connected Map, showing Counties of Cook, Du Page, 

Melvin,. 

. 66 

Hughes, James 0. . 





80 

Kona, Kendall, Will, Grundy, Kankakee, Iroqnoia 

Elliott,. 

66 

Johnson, a M. . 





. 60 

and Food. 

. 88-89 



Johnson, Jan 





61 

Hemisphere, Western .... 

. 96 

Towifsmp HisTORiK 


Johnson, Gustof, 





. 60 

Hemisphere. Tsstsrs. 

97 



Johnson, Peter, . 





60 

Illinois, General Description of . 

. 84 

Bren ton. 

. 72 

Jordan, Andrew, 





. 70 

Illinois, History of ..... 

84 

Button. 

fU. 

72 

Kinnear, John R., 





66 

Illinois, Government Surveys of 

. 84 

1/lX. 

. 78 

Kemp, James, . 





. 80 

Illinois, Map of . 

86 

Drummer . 

70 

Kemp, Wright, 





80 

Illinois, Population by Counties 

. 86 

. 

. 76 

Kenney, WOlism, 





. 76 

StotlaUes—Miscellaneous .... 

64 

Mona. 

77 

Larson, Peter, 





61 

United States, Map of ... 

92-98 

Pstton. 

. 69 

Lomreooe, A. J., 





. 61 

United States Stntiattee, Tobies of . 

86 

Paxton, Ooanty Sent. 

•7 

Ls Fevers, Ssmnsl J., 





70 

Population of Ford County 

. 16 


Digitized by 































































































































































































































PREFACE. 

I N presenting the Illustrated Historical Atlas of Ford County to our patrons, we desire to make mention as follows: The general history of the Northwest, State ok Illinois, Ford County 
and Rrminiscenceb were written by Merton Dunlap. The Ford Circuit Court was by Wearer White; Ford County Bab (biographical) by Alex McElroy; Ford County Newspapers. by Edgar 
N. Stereos. The articles, Piper City Advertiser and Eastern Illinois Register, were contributed Physicians of Ford County was taken from published records. History or the Schools and 
I n st it ut es was written by F. G. Lohman, County Superintendent; article on the Paxton High School by Edgar N. Stevens; Secret Societies was compiled from records; Fairs at Paxton by 
George A. Hall; Fairs of Brxnton and Pella by H Allnuti; Fairs at Gibson by C. H Yeomans; The Swedes nt Ford County was written by John F. G. Helmer. 

Methodist Episcopal Church of Ford County, by Rev. W. H. Wilder; First Congregational Church, Paxton, was written from facts given by Rev. W. W. Blanchard; United Presbyterian 
Church, Paxton, written by Mrs. Alex McElroy; Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church, Paxton , written by A. J. Laurence; Swedish Lutheran Mission Church , Paxton, was written from facts fur¬ 
nished by the pastor; Presbyterian Church, Paxton, by Rev. J. Barbour; First Baptist Church, Paxton, written from facts gotten from former active members; Methodist Episcopal Church, Gibson, 
contributed; African Methodist Episcopal Church, Gibson, contributed; First Presbyterian Church, Gibson, contributed; Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Gibson, contributed; United Brethren 
Church, Gibson, contributed; Methodist Episcopal Church, Piper City, contributed; Presbyterian Church, Piper City, by Rev. W. 0. Neely; United Presbyterian Church, Piper City, by Mrs. Clara 
K. Culbertson; Catholic Church, Piper City, by Matthew Soran; Congregational Church, Roberts, by F. G. Lohman; Zion Methodist Episcopal Church (German), Roberts, by Rev. Peter Reoh; Math, 
odist Episcopal Church, Roberts, by T. D. Thompson; Zion German Evangelical Church, Lyman Township, contributed; Union Methodist Protestant Church, Dix Township, by Rev. R. E. Fox; 
Norwegian Lutheran Church, Dix Township, contributed; Mt. Olivet Christian Church, Button Township, by William Walker, Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church, Sibley, by Swen Anderson; 
Church of God, Rogers Township, by R C. Breneisa; Kempton Methodist Episcopal Church, written by J. H. Sawyer, from data furnished by Mr. Thomas Heavisides; Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Melvin, by T. D. Thompson; the German Methodist Episcopal Society, Melvin, by T. D. Thompson; German Evangelical, Melvin, by Rev. H. Stachling. 

The township and town histories for the most part were written by C. D. Stillson, from facts obtained. Municipal affairs of Paxton was written from data furnished by George A. Hall; 
Drummer Township, by 0. H Yeomans; data for Sullivan Township history was furnished by W. A. Bicket. 

The historical part is more full and complete than was originally contemplated. The citizens of Ford County may therefore well congratulate themselves that Mr. Merton Dunlap was 
selected to represent their interests in the compilation and preparation of the work. He has labored faithfully and conscientiously, justly meriting the warm thanks of the public and the publishers. 
We take pleasure in publishing the following brief address from his own pen: 


7*o the Pioneers of Ford County: 

With this preface is presented.the first history of our county. You are well acquainted with the difficulties whioh attended the labors of the first settlers. The first roadways were to be thrown 
up; the first sod, with its stubborn resistance to the plow, was to be broken; the first home, with its plain sarronndings, to be erected with materials gathered under discouraging circumstances. To 
be first in an enterprise of this character, and to make certain of a reasonable degree of success, implies a diligent searching for plain facts, and then when these are discovered, a discreet selection of 
that portion most faithfully reflecting the early history of oar people. To one in compiling sach a record, the multiplicity of traditions, reminiscences and historical facts becomes so great that he 
finds himself considerably bewildered, and his work, when completed, is reduced to what might consistently be defined as a collection of reliable extraots. When the historian has an extensive field 
and a long period of time to be covered by Lis work, he can more completely measure up to the popular understanding of the term history. But when the writer is limited to the area of a county, his 
writings most necessarily become chiefly annals and biographical sketches. More especially is this trne when the birthday of the oounty is barely more than a docado away. Interwoven, however, 
with the doings of individuals as private citizens and as public officials, are found the historical happenings in the townships, the villages, the cities and the county worthy of preservation. If you 
have not given thought to the many details of this work, its preparation may appear simple and easy, for the serious difficulties are not at first apparent 

The facts presented were heretofore largely Btrangers to each other, they having previously existed only in the memories of the first settlers, or in the various public records, and are now so 
associated together as to form, as is hoped, a symmetrical and correct record of events. 

“It is only the first step whioh is difficult” He who shall in after years add to this history will find a comparatively easy task. 

For his work the foundation lias here been laid; the first thingB are noted; the pioneers of the farm, the workshop, the schoolroom, the ministry, and other worthy profess ions have been 
searched out and recorded. But, friends, we do not olaim perfection for this book. Perhaps its imperfections are more apparent to us than to you. Just as the last pages of manuscript are passing 
into the oompositor*s hand, our thoughts go rapidly from one subject to another to measure the fallness of each, and then comes an intense desire for time and opportunity to again pass over the 
gronnd; to interview onoe more those who have so kindly aided us, and to question them again upon this point or that, in order that the report might be more complete. 

Inquire of any of the writers whose names appear as authors of the various subjects treated, and they will invariably toll you how that many facts and events of interest came to their reool- 

lection or were presented by others after the time had passed beyond the date allotted for oh&nges or additions. 

One serious cause for regret is this: We had, in defiance of the saying that “ men who make history do not write it very well,” requested several parties to furnish chapters on church and 
sooiety histories, or other important topics, for it seemed desirable that each subjeot should be written by those most familiar with it While the promises were cheerfully given, and as we believe 

with a firm purpose to fulfill the same, yet the fact remains that while the promisee were relied upon, yet they are still unredeemed. In most cases the requests were many times renewed and 

assurances repeatedly given even to the last hour, and when our work was necessarily concluded, it was too late to have the tardy reports supplied by others. This explains some omissions. “ He 
gives twice who giveq quickly.” But we feel assured that yon will receive this work with favor, commend its worthy points, judge oharitably of imperfections, and on the whole pronounce it reason¬ 
ably good. We base our assurance upon first, your kindly disposition to assist, whioh you manifested when facts were sought for, and seooudly, upon the merits of the hook itself. 

The illustrations, the township, village and city plats, not mentioning the historical matter, fully redeem the promises made by the publishers. 

In our judgment, this work has been faithfully performed. There is one thing of which we can speak with confidence. So far as our knowledge extends in the premises, not one word con¬ 

tained in the pages which follow was dictated by prejudice or partiality. Whatever imperfections may exist iu the work, it is certainly free from the slightest desire to ignore or misrepresent any 
person. 

The value of this history will become greater as the years cease to be classed among those to come, and are recorded among those of the past 

As we move farther # from the “ earlier timee ” of Ford County, as the first settlers one after another leave us, as the children of the present assume the cares and perplexities of the “brief 

drama of life,” this little work will at least olaim and be accorded a certain amount of value because it was the first 

Our task is completed, the result is in your hands for such commendations or objections as you are disposed to extend. “ What is written is written.’* M. D. 


J. C. Moore and C. D. Stillson extend thanks for favon shown them during their sojourn among the people of Ford County, and respectfully present their acknowledgments to all those who 
have in any way aided in the work, especially to those in charge of public documents pertaining to oounty affaire, which were unreservedly submitted for extracts and reference; also to those who 
interested themselves in the surreys and drafting of the mape and plats. 

To the officials of the county, city officials, township offioere, members of the bar, press, pulpit, bankers, merchants, and to all who have in any way aided in the work, we are indebted 
for favors and valuable assistance. THE PUBLISHERS. 
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HISTORY OF FORD COUNTY, 


BY MBBTON IDTJjaiiJLg. 


ILLINOIS. 


44 Mu (knu^i all im of molTtag Umo, 
Unohanflng nu, To 1*117 varying climo, 
Dooms his own land of ovory land tbo prido, 
Bolovod by Hoavon o'or all the world beside; 
His homo the spot supremely blest, 

A dearer, sweeter spot than all the rest " 


INTRODUCTORY. 

W HEN this sketch has been read, with more or leas interest, 
no doubt some will think that it should have been far 
better than it is. 

Such is our own reluctant conclusion, and jet it was the 
writer's intention, upon undertaking this task, to make an exact, 
full and complete record. It would have been comparative! j easj 
to have filled these pages with the personal recollections of a few 
of the old settlers. This, however, would not have been satisfac¬ 
tory to the many interested in this history, as such a sketch would 
have comprehended a limited number of localities. 

Because of the numerous persons to be mentioned, and various 
subjects to be treated, brevity has been the dictator of our lan- 

And then we have fully learned just how uncertain is memory 
and how chaotic the days, months and years become, with regard 
to facts and incidents, as they drift away to the verge of memory’s 
land where earth and skv “in dreamy distance meet" 

As you read this book and discover that some important event 
has not been recorded, you have a duty to perform. This duty 
is to note down in detail the facts worthy of preservation, and 
when it comes to your knowledge that some person has recklessly 
resolved to write a history of our county, do not fail to place be¬ 
fore him your aooount of the affair. 

Failing to follow these directions, you will Again find that the 
book has been printed and that the incident wnioh you deemed 
so important has been omitted. 

Remember that it will not be too late to correct ermrs god 
omissions after this book is published. 

It is reasonable to suppose that in the oourse of a few years, 
when.our people shall have become more well to do and our pop¬ 
ulation considerably greater, that there will be a demand for an¬ 
other history of Ford County. 

Should you desire to beoome a historian, that will be jour 
opportunity. One thing you can depend upon with the utmost 
confidence, the writer will not oompete with you for the privilege, 
responsibility or honor. 

Many of the pioneer settlers and others have aided os in this 
work. First, by manifesting their interest; second, by their en¬ 
couraging words and advioe; third, by giving substantial histor¬ 
ical facts. 


To them we make our grateful acknowledgments, with the 
assurance that these favors are fully appreciated. 

There are others whom we were anxious to visit for the pur¬ 
pose of gathering information regarding themselves, their neigh¬ 
bors and their locality, but official duties have interfered. 

The date of the arrival of many of tbo pioneers oannot be as¬ 
certained with oertainty, and another serious difficulty has been 
to learn the names of all who deserve to be recorded among the 
first settlers. 

And now, having labored without partiality or prejudice, but 
with honesty of purpose and with the utmost good will to all, we 
give into your hands this story of our county’s past and present. 


THE PRAIRIES. 

Central Illinois was once a wilderness of prairie, with here 
and there a belt of timber fringing the streams. No Govern¬ 
ment surveyor had then, with unpoetical exactness, divided its 
surface into squares, nor had the unimpassioned boards of High¬ 
way Commissioners proclaimed the routes of travel for man and 
beast The paths or wild animals, or the trails of roving Indians, 
led through tangled undergrowth and the tall grasses with full 
liberty to change the beaten way at pleasure. 

When civilised man entered upon this wonderfully fertile, 
but undeveloped plain, he found it bewildering to travel without 
the assistance of an Indian guide. And then how frequently did 
he learn the lesson that his guide afforded but little or no protection 
to life or property. And thus may we readily comprehend why 
the lakes and rivers with their connecting portages should be¬ 
come the highways for the explorer and fur trader. There has 
been much speculation as to the origin of the prairies, and it 
seems proper to insert at this place the opinions of a few of our 


own respected citisens which have been happily compiled in 
Beckwith's Histone Notes of the*Northwest 

Gov. Reynolds came here in the year 1800, while a mere lad, 
and after spending over sixty years in our State, and beooming 
well acquainted with all portions of it, he makes the following 
statement in his autobiography: “ Many learned essays are writ¬ 
ten on the origin df the prairies, but any attentive observer will 
oome to the conclusion that it is fire burning the strong, high 
grass that caused the prairies. I have witnessed the growth of 
toe forest in the southern counties of Illinois, and know there is 
more timber in them now than there was forty or fifty years be¬ 
fore. The obvious reason is the fire is kept out This is like¬ 
wise the reason prairies are generally the roost fertile soil. The 
vegetation in them was the strongest and the fires there burnt 
with the most power. 

“ The timber was destroyed more rapidly in the fertile soil than 
in the barren lands. It will be seen that the timber in the north 
of the State, is found only on the margins of streams and other 
places where the prairie fires could not reach it" 

Hon. John D. Caton, late Judge of the Supreme Court of 
Illinois, expresses himself as follows, in the matter of how the 
forests obtain a foothold in the prairies: “ The oause of the ab¬ 
sence of trees on the upland prairies is the problem most impor¬ 
tant to the agricultural interests of our State, and it is this in¬ 
quiry which done I propose to consider, but cannot resist the 
remark that wherever we do find timber throughout this broad 
field of prairie, it is always in or near the humid portions of it— 
as along the margins of streams, or upon or near the springy 
uplands. Many most luxuriant groves are found on the highest 
portions of the uplands, but always in the neighborhood of water. 
For a remarkable example, I may refer to that great ohain of 
groves extending from and including the Au Sable Grove on the 
east and Holderman’s Grove on the west, in J£endall County, 
occupying the high divide between the waters of the Illinois 
and the Fox Rivers. 

“In and around all the groves, flowing springs abound, and 
some of them are separated by marshes, to the very borders of 
which the great trees approach, as if the forests were ready to 
seise upon each yard of ground as soon as it is elevated above 
the swamps. Indeed, all our groves seem to be located where 
water is so disposed as to protect them, to a greater or less ex¬ 
tent, from the prairie fire, although not so situated as to irrigate 
them. If the head-waters of the streams on the prairies are 
most frequently without timber, so soon as they have attained 
sufficient volume to impede the progress of the fires, with very 
few exceptions we find forests on their borders, beooming broader 
and more vigorous as the magnitude of the streams increase. It 
is manifest that land located on the borders of streams which the 
fire cannot pass are only exposed to one-half the fires to which 
they would be exposed but for protection. This tends to show, 
at least, that if but one half the fires that have occurred had been 
kindled, the arboraceous growth could have withstood their de¬ 
structive influences, and the whole surface of what is now prairie 
would be forest. Another confirmatory fact, patent to all ob¬ 
servers, is, that the prevailing winds upon the prairies, especially 
in the autumn, are from the west, and these give direction to the 
prairie fires. Consequently, the lands on the westerly sides of 
the streams are most exposed to the fire, and, as mipht be ex¬ 
pected, we find much the most timber on the eatUrk/ sides of the 
streams." 

Another theory is that the prairies were formed bv the action 
of water instead of fire. This position was taken and veir ably 
discussed bv that able and learned writer, Judge James Hall, as 
early as 1886. More recently, Prof. Lesquereux prepared an 
articlo on the origin and formation of the prairies, published at 
length in Vol. I, Geological Survey of Illinois, pp. 288 to 254, 
inclusive ; and Dr. Worthen, the head of the Illinois Geological 
Department at that time, referring to this article and its autnor, 
gives to both a most flattering indorsement. 

Declining to discuss the comparative merits of the various 
theories as to the formation of the prairies, the dootor “refers the 
reader to the very able chapter on the subject bv Prof. Lesque- 
reux, whose thorough acquaintance, both with fossil and recent 
botany, and the general laws which govern the distribution 
of the ancient as well as the recent flora, entitles his opinion to 
our most profound consideration." 

Prof. Lesquereux’s article is exhaustive, and his conclusions 
are summed up in the declaration “ that all the prairies of the 
Mississippi Valley have been formed by the slow recessions of 
waters of various extent; first transformed into swamps, and 
in the process of time drained and dried; and that the high 


rolling prairies and those of these bottoms along the rivers as well, 
are all the result of the same cause, and form one whole, indivis¬ 
ible system." 

In speaking of the scarcity of timber in the eastern part of 
our State, Beckwith says: “ Taking the line of the Wabash Rail¬ 
way, which crosses Illinois in its greatest breadth, and beginning 
in Indiana, where the railway leaves the timber, west of the Wa¬ 
bash near Marshfield, the prairie extends to Quincy, a distance of 
more than 250 miles, and its continuity the entire way is only 
broken by four strips of timber along four streams running at 
right angles with the route of the railway, and all of the timber 
at the crossing of these streams, if put together, would not aggre¬ 
gate fifteen miles against the 250 miles of prairie. Taking 
a north and south direction and parallel with the drainage 
of the rivers, one could start near Ashley, on the Illinois 
Central Railway, in Washington County, and going northward 
nearly on an air line, keeping on the divide between the Kaskas- 
kia and Little Wabash, the Sangamon and the Vermillion, the 
Iroquois and the Vermillion of the Illinois, crossing the latter 
stream between the mouths of the Fox and Du Page, and travel 
through to the State of Wisconsin, a distance of nearly 800 miles, 
without encountering five miles of timber during the whole 
journey. 

Thus we may in a measure realise the extent of this vast 
meadow, generally termed the “ Grand Prairie," but mere figures 
of distances fail to give an adequate idea of its magnitude. 

Many an old settler with this picture of Central Illinois in his 
memory, as he once viewed it_with only occasional oabins along 
the timber lines, can well remark the amasing rapidity with which 
this great tract of oountry has been peopled and improved. 

In those days of the past, extravagant stories of men and 
animals wildly fleeing before the devouring prairie fires were 
told, and since then have been woven in frontier tales with great 
effect These stories are generally overstated, for a frontiersman 
well knew that when the fire was advancing more or less 
rapidly, according as the wind was strong or light, he had only 
to start a fire in the prairie grass at the lee side of his position, 
and as the newly started fire burned its way along the ground he 
had only to pass out upon the “ burnt district" in safety. As 
the settlers began to carve out their new homes, the great danger 
from these fires was to their fences where the tall grass grew, or 
to their stacks of hay and grain where protection had foiled to be 
provided by plowing a few furrows about these gatherings from 
the harvest fields. Still there was something grand and even 
terrible in a prairie fire, and especially at night, when the writer 
has seen the landscape made brilliant by these great illumina¬ 
tions. Before the “ grand prairies " of Illinois were upturned by 
the steel clipper ana the white man’s coming was yet unan¬ 
nounced did the Indian have full sway, and wild game in abund¬ 
ance furnished his table with decidedly rich fore. 

Prairie .is a French word meaning a meadow, and was the 
name applied by the early French explorers to the great fertile, 
treeless plains of North Amerioa which lie between Ohio on the 
east and the arid plains on the west The Indians very properly 
called the prairies Mas-ko-tia, or the place of fire, and those tribes 
who lived and hunted almost exclusively upon the prairies were 
known among their red brethren as Mas-kou-tes, rendered by the 
French Maskoutines, or people of the fire or prairie country. 

THE ABORIGINES. 

It is dearly demonstrated by the numerous and well-authen¬ 
ticated accounts of antiquities found in various parts of this 
oounty that a people civilised, and considerably cultivated, at 
least as oompared with the Indian, occupied this great land be¬ 
fore its possession by the red man of later history, but their “ day 
and generation " lie buried in the deepest obscurity. 

Nature, at the time of the discovery of Amerioa by Columbus 
in 1492, had asserted her original dominion over the land; the 
forests were in their full luxurianoe, the growth of many centuries; 
and nothing remained to point out who and what they were who 
once lived and loved, labored and died on the continent of 
America. 

This race with an unwritten history is known as the Mound- 
Builders. The remains of the works of this people form the most 
interesting class of antiquities discovered in toe United States. 

These mounds consist of what onoe apparently were villages, 
altars, temples, idols, cemeteries, monuments, camps, fortifica¬ 
tions, pleasure grounds, etc. 

Were the Mound-Builders the ancestors of the Indians or who 
were they? What were their customs? Whence came they? 
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What is their history ? The ohliyion which has closed over them 
is complete, and only conjecture can be given in answer to these 
questions. 

Mr. Brecltenridge, who examined the antiquities of the West¬ 
ern country in 1817, says: “ The great numoer and extremely 

large size of some of them may be regarded as furnishing, with 
other circumstances, evidences of their antiquity. I have some¬ 
times been induced to think that the period when they were con¬ 
structed there was a population here as numerous as that which 
once animated the borders of the Nile or Euphrates or of Mexico. 
The most numerous, as well as considerable, of these remains are 
found in precisely those parts of the country where the traces of a 
numerous population might be looked for, namely, from the mouth 
of the Ohio on the east side of the Mississippi to the Illinois River, 
and on the west from the St. Francis to the Missouri. I am per¬ 
fectly satisfied that cities similar to those of ancient Mexico, of 
several hundred thousand souls, have existed in this country.” 

To describe these Mound-Buildere is now impossible. We 
only know that the red men, who occupied this country when the 
French, English and Spanish came to visit the land and trade for 
peltries, had not even a tradition of them. 

It is generally conceded that whatever the usee of these 
mounds—whether for homes for the living or burial places for the 
dead—these voiceless landmarks of the silent past were built, and 
the race who built them disappeared from the face of the earth, 
ages before the Indians occupied the land, but their date must 
probably remain as a sealed volume of history. The names of their 
mighty chieftains, their deeds of valor, their marches with faith¬ 
ful followers to a 

—“dory bed. 

Or to glorious victory,” 

have not been preserved by the historian and tradition is silent. 
THE INDIANS. 

The opinion prevails that the inhabitants of North America 
who followed the Mound-Builders were those who reared the 
reat cities, the ruins of which are found in Central America, 
t is undoubtedly true that this people was far more civilized and 
advanced in arts than were the Mound-Builders. If we are 
to judge of those cities by their ruins of broken columns, fallen 
arches and crumbling walls of temples, palaces and pyramids, 
which in some places for miles bestrew the ground, they must 
have been cities of great extent, magnificent and very populous. 
Then to consider the time required to bring them to their present 
ruined condition we must conclude that the date of their building 
was far in the past 

The Indians, believed to be the third race inhabiting North 
America, are distinct in every particular from the former two. 
Their origin is also enveloped in mystery. Neither had they any 
traditions respecting their predecessors. They knew absolutely 
nothing about them consequently they must have been successors 
of a race which had entirely passed away before the Indian made 
his appearance on this continent. There aro several widely dif¬ 
ferent opinions expressed at length in the various histories of the 
North American Indian as to their origin, but as already stated, 
mystery surrounds their beginning as a race, and the opinions 
expressed are largely a matter of speculation. A quite common 
supposition well expressed in Chapman’s History is that u they 
are a derivative race, and sprang from one or more of the ancient 
peoples of Asia. 

In the absence of all authentic history, and when even tradi¬ 
tion is wanting, any attempt to point out the particular location 
of their origin must prove unsatisfactory. Though the exact 
place of origin may never be known, yet the striking coincidence 
of physical organization between the Oriental type of mankind 
and the Indians point unmistakably to some part of Asia as the 
place whence they emigrated, which was originally peopled to a 
great extent by the Children of Shem. In this connection, it has 
been claimed that a meeting of the Europeans, Indians and Afri¬ 
cans on the continent of America, is the fulfillment of a prophesy 
as recorded in Genesis, ix, 27: “ God shall enlarge Japheth, and 
he shall dwell in the tents of Shem ; and Canaan shall be his 
servant.” Assuming the theory to be true that the Indian 
tribes are of Shemitic origin, they were met on this continent in 
the fifteenth century by the Japhethic race, after the two stocks 
had passed around the globe by directly different routes. A few 
ears afterward the Hamatic branch of the human family were 
rough t from the coast of Africa. 

During the occupancy of the continent by the three distinct 
races, the children of Japheth have grown and prospered, while 
the called and not voluntary sons of Ham have endured a servi¬ 
tude in the wider stretching valleys of the tents of Shem.” 

Ridpath, in his History of the United States, says : “The 
origin of the North American Indian is involved in complete 
obscurity. That they are one of the older races of mankind can 
not be doubted. But at what date or by what route they came 
to the Western Continent is an unsolved problem. The notion 
that the Indians are the descendants of the Israelites is absurd. 
That half-civilized tribes wandering from beyond the Euphrates, 
should reach North America, surpasses human credulity. ’ 

No doubt all of us, having in our school days read the stories 
of Indian wars, were under the impression that the various tribes 
peopled this country quite densely, so that wherever the pioneer 
might travel in this newly discovered land, the red man with bow 
and arrow, tomahawk and scalping knife, glared upon him from 
every thicket and stealthily glided through the tall grasses of the 
prairie watching the white man’s course. 

But it is the opinion of the best authorities that when Amer¬ 
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ica was discovered in 1492, the whole continent was thinly pop¬ 
ulated, as compared with the present time, by roving bands or 
tribes of Indians. 

In some few regions, a considerable degree of civilization and 
skill in agriculture had been attained as in Mexico and Peru. 

The number of Indians in this country, when permanent 
settlements began to be made, is not known, but probably 
amounted in all the vast territory, as estimated by well informed 
writers, to only a few millions—perhaps two or three. 

As almost every one knows, these were called Indians by the 
Europeans from the erroneous idea of Columbus, and the men of 
that age, that there was only one continent; and that they had 
reached the eastern shore of Asia when America was discovered. 

The whole region comprising our country was in the possession 
of a great number of these tribes. They divided the country be¬ 
tween them in an indefinite way, war and hunting being their 
chief occupations. They, generally speaking, attempted a very 
little cultivation of the soil. 

The settlements of the Indians were as indefinite and movable 
as their boundaries, and they attached very little value to land. 
Territory was acquired from them partly by force and partly by 
purchase. 

These last were usually made for a nominal sum and with 
little comprehension, on their part, of the importance and future 
effects of its alienation. Historians have classified the Indian 
families or nations as follows : 

1. The Esquimaux, inhabiting the country from Labrador to 
Alaska. The name means the eaters of raw meat. 

2. The Algonquins, who occupied the country extending 
from Nova Sootia south to the James River, thence west 
to the mouth of the Ohio, and from thence northward along the 
east side of the Mississippi and on to Lake Winnipeg, excepting 
that portion which was occupied by the Huron-Iroquois, as here¬ 
after described. 

8. The Huron-Iroquois, a powerful nation, occupied a tract of 
country within that of the Algonquins. Their borders extended 
over the country reaching from Georgian Bay and Lake Huron 
to Lakes Erie and Ontario, south of those lakes to the valley of 
the Upper Ohio, and eastward to the River Sorel. 

4. The Appalachians inhabited thAt portion of the country 
south of the Algonquins, and east of the Mississippi. 

5. The Dakotas, called by the French Sioux, occupied a dis¬ 
trict of country west of the Mississippi and north of the Missouri 
and Platte Rivers. 

6. The Shoshonees, occupying the country south and west of 
the Dakotas. It will be understood that these nations were again 
divided into many tribes each, speaking different dialects of the 
common language, by which the main group was distinguished. 
As a general rule, Indians, when asked their name, gave the term 
Men or Real Men. Each tribe had a name, generally that of the 
animal or object which was the totem of the tribe. By referring 
to the foregoing description of the territory occupied bv the Al¬ 
gonquins, it will be observed that our State was, at the beginning 
of the seventeenth century, under the jurisdiction of that nation. 
The Algonquin tribes occupying the western part of the country 
thus allotted to this nation, were the several tribes of the Illinois 
and Miami confederacies, the Pottawatomies, the Kickapoos and 
scattered bands of Shawnees and Delawares. 


THE ILLINOIS. 

From the accounts, the Illinois seems to have laid claim to 
quite an extensive tract of country, the eastern boundary thereof 
being the ridge that divides the waters that flow into the Wabash 
above the head waters of Saline Creek, from those flowing into 
the Illinois River, the northern limit being a line from the mouth 
of the Des Plaines River westward beyond the Mississippi. On 
the north, the Illinois for a long time contested their boundary 
line with the Chippeways, Winnebagoes, Sacs and Foxes. After¬ 
ward, the Sacs, Foxes and Kickapoos, assisted by the Pottawat¬ 
omies, became the successful invaders of the land of the Illinois. 
On the east came the Miamis, who in language and manners 
much resembled the Illinois, with whom they originally bore a 
close affinity. 

Gen. Harrison stated that “ the Illinois confederacy was com¬ 
posed of five tribes—the Kaskaskias, Cahokias, Peorians, Michi¬ 
ganians and the Temarois.” 

It is authoritatively stated that the Algonquin language, as 
spoken by the Ojibways, was regarded as the court language, so 
that when a person fell among a strange tribe, whose language 
he did not understand, if he spoke this language, they were 
bound, as a general rule, to furnish some one who could commu¬ 
nicate with him in that language. It was through this language 
that Marquette spoke with all the tribes, and so it was with all 
the early French travelers. Of the thirty eight States of the 
Union, eighteen have Indian names, viz.: Massachusetts, Con¬ 
necticut, Alabama, Tennessee, Ohio. Kentucky, Michigan, Illi¬ 
nois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, Mississippi, Texas, 
Arkansas, Kansas, Nebraska, Oregon, the most of these being 
derived from great rivers or other waters. 

The first accounts we have of the Illinois are given by the 
Jesuit missionaries. In the “ Relations ” for the year 1655, it 
is stated that the Illinois are neighbors of the Winnebagoes; and 
again, the following year it was reported “ that the Illinois na¬ 
tion dwell more than sixty leagues from here, and beyond a great 
river, which, as near as can be conjectured, flows into the sea 
toward Virginia. These people are warlike. They use the bow. 
rarely the gun, and never the canoe.” At this time, the Illinois 
and Miamis were living west of the Mississippi, the reference be¬ 


ing to this river. While the Illinois were, like their brethren, of 
a roving nature, yet not so much as other tribes. 

Their favorite portions of the State seemed to be along the 
Illinois River, and on the Mississippi from the Kaskaskia to 
where Cairo now stands. Beckwith, in describing them, says: 
In form they were tall and lithe. They were noted for their 
swiftness of foot. They wore moccasins prepared from buffalo 
hides, and a small covering extending from the waist to the knee. 
The rest of the body was entirely nude. 

The art of hunting not only supplied the Indian with food, 
but, like that of war, was a means of gratifying his love of dis¬ 
tinction. 

The male children were early taught the use of bow and ar¬ 
row. They were as carefully trained in hunting and Indian 
warfare as are the boys and girls of our time in the elements of 
reading, writing and arithmetic. 

The dwellings were simple and rude in character. A pleas¬ 
ant spot was selected by the river or near a spring, and here they 
raised their groups of wigwams, constructed chiefly of the bark 
of trees. Tne skins of animals served for beds and wearing ap¬ 
parel. Depending principally on the chase for subsistence, yet 
this being necessarily somewhat uncertain, they were led to culti¬ 
vate small patohes of corn. 

Commerce or an interchange of articles being most unknown, 
every family did everything necessary within itself to provide 
food and comfort 

When disputes or dissensions arose, each Indian relied upon 
himself to adjust the difficulty. Blood for blood was the rule, and 
the relations of the slain man were bound to obtain bloody re¬ 
venge. The result of this was bitter feuds and wars of extermi¬ 
nation. 

War was the Indian’s glory and delight—not war after the 
civilised rule, but'war where individual skill, endurance, gallantry 
and cruelty were the prime requisites. During the intervals of 
his more exciting pursuits, the Indian employed his time in deco¬ 
rating his person with all the refinement of paint and feathers, 
and in the manufacture of his arms and of canoes. 

The main drudgery and labor of Indian communities fell upon 
tho women. They planted, tended and gathered the crops, made 
mats and baskets, carried tho burdens on the march—in fact they 
were but little better than slaves to the “braves.” 

The area of the country originally claimed by tho Illinois was 
reduced by wars with their neighbors. The Sioux forced them 
eastward, and the four tribes already named encroached upon 
them from the north, and war parties from the Iroquois from the 
east rapidly lessened their numbers. 

The Illinois confederacy was in a decline when they first 
came in contact with the French, of which mention is hereafter 
made. 

The misfortunes of the Illinois drew them so kindly to the 
the priests, the coureurt des boit and soldiers, that the friendship 
between the two races never abated. 

The fatal dissolution of the Illinois rapidly proceeded, and 
their territory was largely appropriated by the Sacs, Foxes, Kick¬ 
apoos and Pottawatomies. 

By successive treaties, their remaining lands in this State 
were ceded to the United States, and they were romoved west- of 
the Mississippi. In 1872, there remained of them but forty souls 
—men, women and children all told. 

Thus has disappeared the people who at one time occupied 
the larger part of Illinois and portions of Iowa and Missouri. In 
the year 1* 84 their single village at La Salle's colony could mus¬ 
ter 1,200 fighting men. When they were prosperous, at one 
time they nearly exterminated the Winnebagoes, and their war 
parties penetrated the country of the Huron-Iroquois as far as the 
Mohawk and Genesee. 

Till P0TTAWAT0MIE8. 

The country of the Miamis, as has already been stated, ex¬ 
tended west to the water shed between the Illinois and Wabash 
Rivers, forming the eastern boundary of tho Illinois tribes. To 
the north of the Miamis were the Pottawatomies, who were 
steadily encroaching upon the territory of the Miamis. 

The Miamis held their own until they had obtained possession 
of firearms, but the Illinois could not withstand their foes so 
long. 

In regard to the Pottawatomies, it is stated in an official let¬ 
ter to the Secretary of War, March 22, 1814 : “So long ago as 
1795, at the treaty of Greenville, the Pottawatomies notified the 
Miamis that they intended to settle upon the Wabash. They 
made no pretensions to the country, and the only excuse for the 
intended aggression was that they were tired of eating fish and 
wanted meat.” And they did come. They established villages 
upon the north and west bank of the Wabash and its tributaries 
flowing in from that side of the stream above the Vermilion. 

They, with the Sacs, Foxes and Kickapoos, drove the Illinois 
into the villages about Kaskaskia and divided the conquered ter¬ 
ritory among themselves, the Sacs and Foxes choosing that part 
to the north and west of the Illinois River. It is said that by 
the other tribes they were called squatters, who justly claimed 
that the Pottawatomies never had any land of ther own and were 
only intruders. They were, however, foremost at all treaties and 
were clamorous for the lion’s share of presents and annuities, par¬ 
ticularly where the price given was for other’s lands rather than 
their own. They also had villages upon the Illinois and Kanka¬ 
kee Rivers. 

After the Kickapoos and Pottawatomies hod established them¬ 
selves in the Valley of the Wabash, it was mutually agreed be¬ 
tween them and the Miamis that the river should be the dividing 
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line, the two first named tribes to occupy the west side of the I 
stream. ! 

The Pottawatomies and Kickapoos were among the last to 
leave their possessions in Illinois and Indiana, and it was the peo¬ 
ple of these tribes with whom the settlers of this section of the 
country came principally in contact. They ceased hostilities at 
the close of the war of 1812. The Pottawatomies owned extens¬ 
ive tracts of land on the Wabash, also on the Tippecanoe and 
other western tributaries of the Wabash, and elsewhere in North¬ 
western Indiana, Eastern Illinois and Southern Michigan. The 
greater part of these reservations were retroceded to the United 
States, in exchange either for annuities or lands west of the 
Mississippi. As has already been noted, the Indians became 
greatly attached to the French. The writer well remembers, 
when a boy, of several times visiting an Indian reservation on the 
Des Plaines River, in Cook County, three miles from his father’s 
house. This was occupied by a band of Pottawatomies, whose 
chief was Alexander Robinson, the 9on of a Canadian voyageur 
and a Pottawatomie woman. 

His place was generally lively with Indians in the declining 
glories of their latter days. Groups of blanketed squaws, with 
their papooses slung on their backs, and an equal number of braves, 
bedaubed with paint and ornamented with feathers, hung around 
his home in listless dalliance. During the summer season their 
numbers were increased by visiting braves and their families from 
other reservations. 

Being half Indian and having a wife of the same race, he was 
shut out from civilized society generally, but his character for 
integrity and his reputation for excellence in those qualifications 
which make up the model citizen were widely published. When 
his tribe was removed, after carefully weighing the matter, he 
chose civilised life, considering this for his children's best good. 
He continued to live on the reservation and became a farmer, 
esteemed by all who knew him. 

The final emigration of the Pottawatomies from the Wabash 
took place in the summer of 1838, and in 1846 the various bands 
of this great tribe were united west of the Mississippi, except a 
few scattered bands like the one mentioned, who remained long 
after the departure of their brethren. 

In 1863, the tribe numbered 2,274 men, women and children, 
which was an alarming decrease from the census of 1854, owing 
no doubt largely to two reasons—the return of many to their 
former home east of the Mississippi, and many of the younger 
men going west to the buffalo grounds. 

Tne Pottawatomies attested their fidelity to the Government 
by the volunteering of seventy-five of their young men in the war 
of 1861. 

THB KICKAPOOS. 

The Kickapoos, when first met by the whites, inhabited the 
State of Wisconsin, but with the Sacs and Foxes gradually moved 
southward until they came in contact with the Illinois. Then 
uniting with the Pottawatomies in a warfare upon the Miamis 
and Illinois, they steadily drove these two tribes from a great 
portion of the territory occupied by them. 

The Kickapoos early incurred the displeasure of the French 
by committing depredations upon tho missionaries and othera. 
It is said of this tribe that they were not inclined to receive re¬ 
ligious impressions from the early missionaries. 

Prior to 1718, the Kickapoos had villages upon the banks of 
Rock River and the Illinois. They are described as a clever 
people and brave warriors. Their language and manners strongly 
resembled those of the Foxes. “ They catch deer by chasing 
them, and even at this day (1718) make considerable use of bows 
and arrows.” 

Their progress south and east was no doubt largely owing to the 
fierce attacks of tho Sioux, who were pressing on them from the 
northwest. The Kickapoos and the Foxes, meditating a migra¬ 
tion to the Wabash as a place of security from the Sioux, the 
French became alarmed lest these tribes should effect a junction 
with the Iroquois and English. The matter was adjusted by the 
French conciliating the Sioux, and for a number of years the 
Foxes and Kickapoos remained upon their old hunting grounds 
in Northern Illinois and Southern Wisconsin. The theory has 
been advanced that the Mascoutins and Kickapoos were bands 
of one tribe, first known to the French by the former name, and 
subsequently to the English by the latter, under which name 
alone they figure in our later annals. This theory has been 
adopted for tho purposes of this sketch. Another noticeable 
fact is that, with one exception, the Mascoutins were never 
known as such in any treaty with the United States, while the 
Kickapoos were parties to many. In warfare, the Kickapoos 
were inferior to the other tribes in movements requiring large 
numbere of men, but in predatory warfare they were pre-eminent. 
Their war parties usually numbered from five to twenty-five per¬ 
sons. The boldness and daring of these small parties were very 
great. They would sometimes push out hundreds of miles from 
their villages and attack a feeble settlement or an isolated cabin, 
burn the buildings, steal the live stock, capture the women and 
children, and then escape before a general alarm could be given. 

The Kickapoos were noted for their fondness for horses. They 
exhibited great skill and daring in stealing them. 

Their principal enemies seemed to be the Illinois, and 
after driving the latter into the southwestern part of the 
State, it is related that as late as 1786 to 179d, their war 
parties kept the white settlements and the Illinois tribes in the 
vicinity of Kaskaskia in a state of continual alarm. During the 
time stated, they killed and captured many of that tribe, as well 
as a number of the whites. 

After the close of the Pontiac war, the Kickapoos and Potta¬ 
watomies almost annihilated the Kaskaskias, a band of the Illi¬ 
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nois, at a place called Battle Ground Creek, between Kaskaskia 
and Shawneetown. The principal towns of the Kickapoos were 
on the left bank of the Illinois, near Peoria, and on the Vermilion 
of the Wabash, and at several points on the west bank of the 
Wabash. On the prairies they also had villages, west of Charleston, 
III., and in many of tho groves scattered over the prairies in the 
section of country bounded on the north by the Kankakee River, 
on the east by the Wabash, and on the west by the Illinois, ex¬ 
tending south to the Kaskaskia. The most notable were their 
towns at Elkhart Grove, twelve miles north from Bloomington, 
and at Oliver’s Grove, in Livingston County, III. Consequently 
that tract of country of which Ford County is a part, must have 
been the hunting-grounds of the Kickapoos after the removal of 
the Illinois tribes. 

These people became greatly attached to the country drained 
by the Vermilion of the Wabash and its tributaries, and Geo. 
Harrison had much difficulty in securing their consent to cede it 
to the General Government. 

The Kickapoos were at the battle of Tippecanoe in consider¬ 
able numbers, and fought with frenzied courage. During the 
war of 1812, they sided with the English, and sent out numer¬ 
ous war parties that kept the settlements in Illinois and Indiana 
Territories in constant danger. 

When the latter war closed, the Kickapoos ceased active 
hostilitios upon the whites, and within a few years afterward they 
disposed of their lands in this State and Indiana, and excepting a 
few bands, removed west of the Mississippi. 

Beckwith, an excellent authority, says of them : “ As com¬ 
pared with other Indians, the Kickapoos were industrious, intelli¬ 
gent, and cleanly in their habits, and were better armed and 
clothed than the other tribes. The men, as a rule, were tall, 
sinewy and active; the women were lithe, and many of them by 
no means lacking in beauty. Their dialect was soft and liquid, 
as compared with the rough and gutteral language of the Potta¬ 
watomies. They kept aloof from the white people as a rule, and 
in this way preserved their characteristics, and contracted fewer 
of the vices of the white man than other tribes. Their numbers 
were never great, as oompared with the Miamis or Pottawatomies; 
however, they made up for the deficiency in this respect by the 
energy of their movements.” Thus we have attempted to briefly 
sketch the red man as he once lived upon these prairies and in 
tho groves, but the space for this subject in a work of this char¬ 
acter is necessarily quite limited. 

To summarize: We first find the Illinois and Miamis occu¬ 
pying this section of country, with their dividing line running 
north and south, nearly identical with the range nine of our 
county. Following them came the Kickapoos and Pottawatomies, 
the former taking the place of the Illinois tribes, except that the 
Kickapoo villages and hunting-grounds extended further east, 
including the Vermilion of the Wabash and its tributaries. 

The Indian came to this country, and now he has left it to 
return no more. He left the country no better so far as we can 
judgo for having been here. 

We find the arrow-heads and spear-heads, saws, flesh scrapers, 
hammers and spades made from stone, and all demanding great 
patience in their manufacture, because of the lack of suitable im¬ 
plements or machinery to produce them. 

If the writer is not mistaken, tho maize or Indian corn which 
they cultivated to a limited extent, and tobacco are the only con¬ 
tributions made by them to us in the way of products of the soil. 

“ A noble race, but they are gone; 

And we have built our homes upon 
Fields where their generations sleep." 


EARLY DISCOVERIES. 

In October, 1665, Father Claude Allouez landed on the 
southwestern shore of Lake Superior, at a place called by the 
Indians Chegoimegon. 

Here he found a number of the Algonquin tribes assembled 
preparatory to an incursion into the territory of the Sioux. 

The good father persuaded them to abandon their preparations 
for war. He then erected the chapel which he named the 
“ Mission of the Holy Ghost,” at the place since called “ Lapointe 
du Saint Esperit,” and began his work as missionary. 

To this spot came the roving Pottawatomies, Sacs and Foxes, 
the Kickapoos, the Illinois and Miamis, prompted by curiosity, 
and here they first heard the preaching of Christianity. 

In Father Allouez, they beheld a champion of human 
rights, and to him they narrated their griefs by first speaking 
of their former grandeur, and then of their diminished numbers 
from hostile visitations from the Sioux on the west and the Iro¬ 
quois on the east The gentle and pious Marquette three years 
later took the place of Allouez. 

Just previous to this time, however, possession of the country 
was taken in the name of the French Government. For this 
evont Allouez and Joliet summoned the chiefs of no less than 
fourteen tribes and bands at St. Mary's. 

It was well known that a great river crossed southward 
through the ountry. The first white man who set foot on the soil 
of this State was Nicholas Perrot, a Frenchman. He was sent to 
Chicago in the year 1671, for tho purpose of inviting the West¬ 
ern Indians to a peace convention at Green Bay. One object 
of this meeting was to form a plan for the discovery of the Missis¬ 
sippi River. This river had been discovered by De Soto nearly 130 
years before, but his nation left it without further explorations. 

Father Marquette and Joliet obtained leave to start on an ex¬ 
pedition for the purpose of bringing to light the mysteries of this 
river. 
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These two distinguished men started from St. Ignace, a small 
missionary station on the north shore of the straits of Macki¬ 
naw. 

Two birch bark canoes, five men, a bag of corn meal, some 
dried beef and a blanket for each constituted their outfit. 

Their route lay along the north shore of Lake Michigan, and 
the west bank of Green Bay. They passed through the waters 
of Lake Winnebago and thence accompanied by Indian guides, 
continued up the Fox River to the carrying place across to the 
Wisconsin. Hero their Indian guides refused to go further, and 
returned whence they came. Down this stream they passed 
amid the silent grandeur of its forests, and under the cedar-crested 
precipices of solid rock. No mark of human life was apparent 
along its shores. 

On the 17th of June, 1678, they found themselves on the 
broad surface of the Mississippi. The banks were less precipi¬ 
tous than the bold head lands of the Wisconsin, and as they passed 
down the stream, the country looked more promising. Herds of 
Buffalo were seen grazing on the open prairies. 

Not until they neared the mouth of the Des Moines did they 
discover any evidence of human beings. Noticing foot prints on 
tho river’s bank they left the canoes in charge of the five men. 
Marquette and Joliet fearlessly took the Indian path, and after 
two leagues’ travel, came in sight of their villages. The meeting 
proved a friendly one. The Indians were of the Illinois tribe. 
They gave the missionaries a dinner of fish, roast Buffalo and 
hominy. They resumed their journey but did not meet with any 
more Indians until reaching what is now the State of Kentucky. 
Landing on the left bank of the river, just below the mouth of 
the Ohio, they met with what was evidently a roving band of 
warriors from the far distant borders of civilization on the At¬ 
lantic coast. They were armed with guns, but were peaceably dis¬ 
posed, and reoeived the voyagers kindly. The adventurers passed 
down the river till the mouth of the Arkansas was reached. 
Here again they met Indians, savage as nature could make them. 
The young men showed a disposition to take tho lives of our little 
party of travelers at once, but were restrained by the older men 
of the tribe. Finally a friendly meeting was had. From their 
new hosts, they ascertained that the mouth of the Mississippi was 
but ten days’ travel distant The intense heat of tho month of 
July and fears of beinj£ picked up by Spanish adventurers caused 
them to conclude their explorations at this point. They had 
passed below where De Soto had discovered and crossed the Mis¬ 
sissippi in 1541, which was 132 years previous. No trace, not 
even a tradition of De Soto’s work remained. The object of Mar¬ 
quette and Joliet’s expedition had been fulfilled. They had dis¬ 
covered the great river and determined whether it emptied into 
the Gulf of Mexico or Atlantic Ocean. 

On the 17th of July, they took leave of their doubtful friends 
and turned their canoes up stream. It is difficult for any per¬ 
son not familiar with the current of a great river to comprehend 
the task before them. Patient toiling at the oar finally brought 
them to the mouth of tho Illinois River. Here they met with 
the Kaskaskias, who offered to conduct them by a more conven¬ 
ient route, which proved to be by the Illinois, the Des Plaines, and 
the Chicago Rivers. 

On the Illinois River, especially along the shores of Peoria 
Lake, were the principal villages of the Illinois. There were 
also bands of the same tribe in the vicinity of Starved Rock, near 
the present site of Utica. 

Marquette preached to these warriors, who manifested a com¬ 
mendable interest in what he had to say to thorn. When the 
little company of adventurers passed on to Chicago, a large dele- 

f ztion of the Indians accompanied them, where they arrived in 
eptember. The Indians attached much importance to the little 
inlet stream called Chicago, and these French voyagers were 
eager to see the river, and still more eager to look upon the lake 
whose waters would afford a new route to their friends in Northern 
Wisconsin. 

On the marshy banks of the little stream where now stands 
the city of Chicago these two bands bade each other adieu. 

The Frenchmen took their course along the western shore of 
the lake and soon arrived at the Mission of Green Bay. 

On tho 25th of October, of the following year, Marquette, 
with two companions, Perre and Jacques, and a band of Indians, 
started on their mission to preach the Gospel to the Illinois. 
Accomplishing his mission, he started on his return to Canada in 
the spring of 1675, his health having failed because of exposure 
to the winter storms. Arriving at Sleeping Bear Point on the 
eastern shore of the lake, he had become too much prostrated to 
proceed farther. His two companions built a hut of bark and did 
all they could to make him comfortable. Here ho died and was 
buried, a large wooden cross marking his resting place. 

In 1679, La Salle, a French explorer, sailed to Green Bay 
and from there his party proceeded in canoes to the mouth of 
the St. Joseph River, on the eastern shore of Lake Michigan. 
Here he established a trading post with the Miamis. He then 
ascended the St. Joseph, crossed to the Kankakee and sailed 
down until he reached an Illinois village. 

He formed an alliance with the tribe, and early in 1680 began 
near the present Peoria a post which he called Fort Crevecoeur. 
His chief object was the trade in furs. Accompanying him were 
several priests, and among them was Father Hennepin, who, with 
two companions, started to explore the Upper Mississippi, and 
were taken prisoners by the Sioux. After an extended expe¬ 
rience with the Indians, he was permitted to return to Green Bay. 
La Salle was finally assassinated after his second visit to Illinois, 
while exploring the Lower Mississippi. The first mission in 
Illinois, as we have already seen, was established by Marquette, 
The first military occupation of the State was at Fort Crevecoeur 
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by La Salle. There is, however, no evidence that a settlement 
was commenced at those early dates. 

The first settlement of which there is any authentic account 
was commenced with the building of Fort St. Louis, on the Illi¬ 
nois River, in 1682, but this was soon abandoned. The oldest 
permanent settlement, not only in Illinois, but in the valley of 
the Mississippi, is at Kaskaskia, situated six miles above the 
mouth of the Kaskaskia River. This was settled in 1690, by the 
removal of the mission from Old Kaskaskia, or Fort *St. Louis, 
on the Illinois River. Cahokia was settled about the same time. 

Illinois came into full possession of the French in 1682, and 
was a dependency of Canada and a part of Louisiana. During 
the period of French rule in Louisiana, the population probably 
never exceeded 10,000. 

To the year 1730, the following five distinct settlements were 
made in the Territory of Illinois, numbering in population 140 
French families, about six hundred “converted” Indians, and 
many traders: Cahokia, near the mouth of Cahokia Creek and 
about five miles below the present city of St. Louis; St. Philip, 
about forty-five miles below Cahokia; Fort Chartres, twelve miles 
above Kaskaskia; Kaskaskia, situated on the Kaskaskia River, 
six miles above its confluence with the Mississippi; and Prairie 
du Rocher, near Fort Chartres. Fort Chartres was built in 1718, 
and was for a time the headquarters of the military oommandants 
of the district of Illinois, and the most impregnable fortress in | 
North America. For about eighty years the French retained 
peaceable possession of Illinois. For more than a hundred years 
peace between the white man and the red man was unbroken, and 
when at last this reign of harmony terminated, it was not caused 
by the conciliatory Frenchman, but by the blunt and sturdy 
Anglo-Saxon. During the century now under consideration, no 
regular court was held by the French occupants. In 1765, the 
country passed into the hands of the English. As early as 1750, 
there could be perceived the firet throes of the Revolution, which 
gave a new master and new institutions to Illinois. 

NORTHWEST TERRITORY. 

Carefully turning the brown leaves of the old family history 
of our country’s ancestors, we find that the Northwestern Territory 
was the link of civil rule between our State and the General Gov¬ 
ernment. 

With the close of the long struggle for independence began 
the work of more thoroughly organizing the civil machinery of 
the new Republic. 

On the second Monday in May, 1787, the delegates repre¬ 
senting twelve States, the representatives of Rhode Island failing 
to respond, assembled at Philadelphia for the purpose of prepar¬ 
ing a constitution. 

At this time the last Colonial Congress was sitting in New 
York. 

It was plainly evident that the old confederation was nearing 
its end, as only eight States were represented in this last session. 

The principal interest centered in the Constitutional Conven¬ 
tion, which had convened “to form a more perfect Union.” 

But before the adjournment of Congress, a measure was 
adopted which was only second in importance to the formation of 
the Constitution. 

This was the organization of the Northwestern Territory. 

As a preliminary measure, this vast domain was ceded to the 
United States by Virginia, New York, Massachusetts and Con¬ 
necticut. 

For the government of the Territory, an ordinance was 
adopted on the 13th day of July, 1787. 

As early as 1784, Thomas Jefferson then a member of Con¬ 
gress, submitted a plan of government for all the territory from 
the southern to the northern boundary of the United States, all 
of which was expected to be ceded by the States claiming the 
same. .By this plan seventeen States were to be formed from 
this territory. 

One of its provisions was, “ that after the year 1800 there 
shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in any of said 
States, other than in the punishment of crimes, whereof the party 
shall have been duly convicted.” This provision was rejected, 
not having seven States in its favor. 

This rejected provision was again proposed by Rufus King 
the following year. The proposition again failed. The ordi¬ 
nance of 1787 embracing in part the plan submitted by Mr. 
Jefferson, in 1784, was reported by Nathan Dane. 

The legislative, executive and judicial powers were vested in 
a Governor and three Judges, who with the Secretary were to be 
appointed by Congress—the Governor for three years, the Judges 
during good behavior 

The laws of the Territory were to be such laws of the original 
States os the Governor and Judges should think proper to adopt. 
These laws were to be in force until disapproved by Congress. 
When the Territory should contain 5,000 free male inhabitants of 
full age, thero was to be a Legislature, to consist of two branches— 
a House of Representatives, the members to be chosen from the 
several counties or townships, for the term of two years, and a 
Legislative Council of five persons, who were to hold their offices 
for five years and to be appointed by Congress out of ten persons 
previously nominated by the House of Representatives of the 
Territory. All laws were required to be consistent with the or¬ 
dinance, and to have the assent of the Governor. 

The ordinance concludes with six articles of compact between 
the original States and the people of the Territory, to bo unalter¬ 
able except by common consent. 

The first secured entire religious freedom ; the second, trial 
by jury, the writ of habeas corpus , and the other fundamental 


rights usually inserted in bills of rights; the third provided for 
the encouragement and support of schools and enjoined good 
faith toward tho Indians ; the fourth placed the new States to be 
formed out of the territory upon an equal footing with the old 
ones, both in respect to their privileges and their burdens, and 
reserved to the United States the right to dispose of the soil; 
the fifth authorized the future division of the territory into not 
less than three nor more than five States, each State to be ad¬ 
mitted into the Union, when it should contain 60,000 inhabitants; 
the sixth was the anti-slavery proviso introduced by Thomas 
Jefferson in 1784, so modified as to take effect immediately. 

This ordinance, which left the territory south of the Ohio 
(then not yet ceded) subject to future regulation, received the 
unanimous vote of the eight States present. 

Gen. Arthur St. Clair, who was President of Congress, was 
appointed Military Governor, and in the following summer began 
his duties at Marietta. In the year 1800, a line was drawn 
through the Northwestern Territory from the mouth of the Great 
Miami River to Fort Recovery, and thence to Canada. 

Two years afterward, the country east of this line was erected 
into the State of Ohio and admitted into the Union. 

The portion west of this line was organized under the name 
of the Indiana Territonj. Vincennes was made the capital, and 
Gen. William Henry Harrison received the appointment of Gov¬ 
ernor. Indiana was admitted into the Union in 1816, near the 
close of Madison’s troubled administration. 

The Illinois Territory was established February 3, 1809, and 
it included “all that part of the Indiana Territory which lies 
west of the Wabash River, and a direct line drawn from the said 
Wabash River and Post Vincennes due north to the territorial 
line between the United States and Canada.” 

Kaskaskia was made the seat of Government. 

John Boyle was appointed Governor, but declined to serve. 
Ninian Edwards was men appointed. He served Irom April 24, 
1809, to December 6, 1818, when he was made United States 
Senator for the new State of Illinois. 

ILLINOIS. 

Monroe’s administration was noted for the great number of 
new members which were added to the Union. In 1818, Illi¬ 
nois, the twenty-first State, embracing an area of more than 
55,000 square miles, and extending through more than five de¬ 
grees of latitude, was organized ana admitted. Two years later, 
when the general census was taken, Illinois ranked as twenty- 
fourth as to population. From that time to 1880, her advance¬ 
ment has been rapid, and we now find only three States which 
outrank Illinois in population and wealth.* Under the Con¬ 
stitution of 1818, the elective officers were the Governor and 
the Lieutenant Governor, who held office for four years. The 
other State officers were appointed by the Governor or chosen by 
the General Assembly. 

By the Constitution of 1848, all of the State officers were 
made elective. 

GOVERNORS OF ILLINOIS. 


Name. 

When Inaugurated. 



Ninian Edwards. 

John Reynolds. 

William L. D. Ewing. 

Joseph Duncan. 


Thomas Ford.. 

Augustas C. French. 

Augustus C. Frenoh. 

Joel A. M at tenon. 


William H. Bissell. 

..January 12,1867 

John Wood. 

Richard Yates. 

Richard J. Oglesby. 

John M. Palmer.. 

Richard J. Ogelsby. 

{John L. Beveridge. 

Shelby M. Cullom. 

.January 14, 1861 

Shelby M. Cullom. 


John L. Hamilton. 



FORD COUNTY. 

Within a short time after the organization of Illinois Terri¬ 
tory, two counties, St. Clair and Randolph, were formed. These 
two counties have been gradually subdivided until now there are 
102 counties within the boundaries of this State. Ford was the 
last county organized. To show from whence we came as a 
county, the following letter is inserted : 

Springfield, February 11, 1881. 

Mrbtoh Dunlap, Esq., County Clicks, Ford County, Paxton, III.: 

Dkar Sir—Y our communication of the 8th inst. at hand, and in response 
thereto, have to say that the following named counties comprised the State 
of Illinois in the year 1818, to wit: 

St. Clair, organized April 28, 1809. 

Randolph, organized April 28, 1809. 

Madison, organized September 14, 1812. 

Gallatin, organised September 14, 1812. 

Johnson, organized September 14, 1812. 

Edwards, organised November 28, 1814. 

White, organized December 9, 1815. 

Jaokson, organised January 10, 1816. 

Pope, organized April 1, 1816. 

Monroe, organised June 1, 1816. 

Crawford, organized December 81, 1810. 

Bond, organized January 4, 1817. 

Union, organized January 2, 1818. 

Washington, organized January 2, 1818. 

Franklin, organized January 2, 1818. 

Vermilion County was organised by an act of the General Assembly, ap¬ 
proved January 18, 1826, and embraced all that tract of country within the 
following bounds, to wit: Beginning on the State line between Illinois and In- 

•Populatlon of Illinois Territory, 1810, 12,282; population of Illinois State, 1820, 66,182; 
population of Illinois State, 1880, 3,078,088. 


dlana, at the northeast oorner of Edgar Connty; thence west with the line di¬ 
viding Townships 16 and 17, to the southwest corner of Township 17 north. 
Range 10, east of third principal meridian ; thence north to the northwest 
oorner of Township 22 north ; thence east to the State line; thence south with 
the State line to the place of beginning. 

Vermilion County was formed out of territory attached to Edgar Connty 
for county purpose*. 

Edgar Connty was organised January 8, 1828, and at that date the terri¬ 
tory now embraoed in Vermilion County was attached to the oounty of Ed- 

gar. 

Clark Connty was organized March 22, 1819, and at that date the territory 
now comprising the oonnty of Vermilion formed part of Clark. 

Crawford County was organized December 81, 1816, and at that date the 
territory now embraced in Vermilion County formed part of Crawford. 

Edwards County was organized November 28. 1814, and at that date the 
territory now embraced in Vermilion County formed part of Elwards. 

St. Clair County was organized April 28, lHiiO, and at that date the terri¬ 
tory now embraced in Vermilion County formed part of St. Ciair. 

The territory attached to Vermilion County embraced all the country now 
occupied by Champaign, Iroquois and Ford Countios ; two tiers of townships 
on the east side of Livingxion ; two thir ls of the width of Grundy County 
south of the Kankakee, and nearly one and one half Congressional Townships 
in the southwest corner of Will. 

Iroquois County was formed February 26, 1*33. 

Champaign County was formed February 2<l, 1833. 

Living-ton County was formed February 27, 1837. 

Grundy County was formed February 17, 1841. 

Will County was formed January 12, U<"(i 

Ford County was formed Fehruary 17. 1H59. 

Very Respectfully yours, 

Henry D. Dkmknt, 

Secretary of State. 

Although Ford was the last county of the State organized, 
she is not the least, as many suppose. 

In population, Ford County numbered as follows: 1860, 
1,979; 1870, 9,103; 1880, 15,105. At tho date of the last 
census there were twenty-six counties in this State containing a 
less number of inhabitants than Ford. 

Forty-five counties have a smaller acreage than this county, 
as shown by the reports of the State Board of Equalization. 

TIIE NAME FORD. 

This oounty received its name in honor of Thomas Ford, the 
eighth Governor of Illinois (if the administration of W. L. D. 
Ewing, covering sixteen days, is to be counted as a term, other¬ 
wise Gov. Ford’s would be the seventh). 

Thomas Ford was born at Uniontown, Penn., in the year 
1800. His father was killed by the Indians when Thomas was 
but two years old. In 1804, his mother, with her large family 
of children, removed to St. Louis, Mo., and two years later set¬ 
tled in Monroe County, III. 

This mother was a good manager, energetic, and determined 
that her sons should become good citizens. Gov. Ford’s boyhood 
was mostly spent in earning something for the family support, at¬ 
tending an occasional session of the county school, and one term 
at the Transylvania University. He then studied law with Dan¬ 
iel P. Cook, a Congressman, and soon thereafter commanded a 
remunerative class of clients. 

In 1829, he was appointed Prosecuting Attorney, and was re¬ 
appointed in 1831. 

Afterward he served two terms as Circuit Judge, one term as 
Judge of the Circuit Court at Chicago, and one term as Judge of 
the Supreme Court. In 1837, the financial panic then sweeping 
over the country visited Illinois with the most destructive effect. 
The State had become embarrassed as a consequence of loaning 
her credit to various projects of internal improvements, notably 
that of building railroads, and for the purpose of establishing a 
State bank and branches. The panic came, the internal im¬ 
provement plans collapsed, the banks (ailed, the State bonds ex¬ 
perienced a heavy decline, public confidence was lost, credit 
disappeared, and bnsiness of every kind was completely prostrated. 
This nnfortunate condition of affairs continued for a period of 
several years. In 1842, Thomas Ford was chosen Governor; 
the State debt then amounted to $14,000,000. It was during 
bis able administration, and chiefly upon his recommendation, 
that a series of wise financial measures were brought forward in 
the Legislature. The fallen credit of the commonwealth was re¬ 
stored, confidence re-established, and a fresh impetus given to 
trade and agricultural enterprise. 

In his first message, he says: “ We must convince our credit¬ 
ors and the world that the disgrace of repudiation is not counte¬ 
nanced among us, that we arc honest and mean to pay as soon as 
we are able.” 

When Gov. Ford delivered tho reins of government to his 
successor, Instead of a domestic debt f>r the ordinary expenses of 
the State amounting to almost one-third of a million dollars, we 
find it reduced to $31,212, with $9,260 in the treasury. 

Gov. Ford in his personality is described as “ short in stature, 
slender, dark complexioned, heavy dark hair, deep set eyes, sharp 
nose and small mouth.” 

He says in his valedictory message: “ Without having in¬ 
dulged in wasteful or extravagant habits of living, I retire from 
office poorer than I came in, and go to private life with the full 
determination not to seek again any place in the Government.” 

He died at Peoria November 2, 1850, in very indigent cir¬ 
cumstances. 

FORD COUNTY ORGANIZED. 

An Act to Crbatk the County or Ford and for Other Pubuosks : 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the People of the Strife of Illinois represented in 
the General Assembly, That all that portion of Vermilion County lying an*l be¬ 
ing within the following boundaries, and described as follows, to-wil ; 

Beginning at the northeast oorner of C mopaign County, running thence 
north to the south line of Iroquois Oouuty. thence west to the southwest corner 
of Iroquois County, thence north to the northwest corner of Iroquois County, 
thenoe west to Livingston County, thence south to the southeast corner of Liv¬ 
ingston County, thence west to McLean County, thence south to the northwest 
oorner of Champaign County, thence east to the place of beginning, be and the 
same is hereby created into a new county, to be called the county of Ford: 
Provided that a majority of all the legal voters of said county <>f Vermilion 
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voting on the question shall vote for said new oounty, at an election to be held 
in manner hereinafter provided. 

Skc. 2. The qualified voters of said county of Vermilion may at a special 
election to be held in the several towns in said county on the first Tuesday in 
April next, vote for or against the creation of said new county of Ford by bal- 
lot upon which shall be written or printed or partly written and partly printed 
the words, “ For the new county," or “ Against the new county." 

Sr.c. 3. The Clerk of the County Court of said county of Vermilion shall 
givo notice of said election in the several election districts of said county in the 
same manner as notice of general or especial elections are given in counties 
which have not adopted township organisation as nearly as may he, and the 
Judges and Clerks of Election in the several election districts of said county 
shall keep a list of the votes polled at said election, and conduct the same in 
all respects and make return thereof to the Clerk of the County Court in the 
same manner as is provided by law for general elections. All vacancies in the 
board of election shall be filled in the same manner as is provided hy law in 
other cases. The Clerk of said County Court shall within seven days after said 
election, or as soon thereafter as said returns shall be received, proceed to 
eanvase the returns of said election in the same manner as in general elections, 
and shall withiu five days thereafter make return of said vote to the Secretary 
of State. 

Sec. 4. If it shall appear that a majority of all the votes in said county 
of Vermilion voting upon the question, have voted in favor of the creation of 
said new county of Ford, then there shall be held a special election in the 
several towns and precincts within the limits of this act described for said new 
county of Ford, on the first Monday in June next for county officers. In cose 
of fractional towns or precincts which have become detached by the boundaries 
of the said new county the voters thereof may at the first election for oounty 
officers vote within such town or precinct within said new county as they deem 
most convenient. The said election to t*e conducted by the Judges of Election 
then in office under appointment or election in said oounty of Vermilion, and 
to he held at the place of holding the last general election. In case of vacancy 
in the board of election, or non-attendance, said vacancy or plaoe of any ab¬ 
sentee shall he filled in the same manner as is provided by law in other cases 
of election. At which election the qualified voters of said oounty of Ford shall 
elect all county officers for said county except such as hereinafter are excepted 
who ahall be commissioned ami qualified in the same manner as such officers 
are in other counties in this State, and who shall continue in office until the 
next general election for such officers and until tbeir suooeseors are elected 
and qualified, and who shall have all the jurisdiction and perform all the 
duties which are or may be conferred upon such officers in other oounties of 
this Stats. 

Set. 6 . All the Justices of the Peaoe, Constables or other town or precinct 
officers who have been heretofore elected and qualified in said oounty of Ver¬ 
milion whoso term of office shall not have expired at the time of said election 
and whose residence shall be embraced within the limits of said county of Ford 
shall continue in office until their term of office shall expire, and until their 
successors shall be elected and qualified. 

Hkc. fi. For the purpose of fixing the permanent location of the oounty 
seat of said county of Ford, the voters of said county shall at said election for 
county officers vole for some plaoe to be designated upon tbeir ballots for a 
county seat, upon which ballots shall be written or printed, or partly written 

and partly printed, “ For county seat -” after which words shall be written 

or printed the name of the place intended for the county seat. The place re¬ 
ceiving a majority of all the votes cast upon the question shall he the county 
seal of said county of Ford, but if no one place shall rooeive a majority of all 
the votes cast upon the question, then it shall bo the duly of the County Court 
of said oounty to call another election within thirty days thereafter at the 
several places of holding elections in said county, at which election the voters 
of said county shall proceed to vote as before, but shall choose from the two 
places having the greater number of votes at the former election, and the plaoe 
having the majority of all the votes ca>u at the second election shall be the per¬ 
manent county sent of said county of Ford. 

Sec. 7. The notice of said election for county officers shall be given by the 
Clerk of the Oounty Court of Vermilion County in the same manner as in cases 
of general elections; said notice shall specify that a vote will be taken upon the 
looation of the oounty seat. The returns of ssid election for oounty officers 
shall be made to the Clerk of said court, who shall cause the same to be opened 
and canvassed and returns thereof made in the same manner os is provided by 
law in other cases. 

Sr.c. 8. All suits and prosecutions that have been or may be commenced 
in said county of Vermilion, including all the proceedings in the County Court, 
in matters of probate before the organization of said county of Ford, shall not 
he affected by (his act or the operation thereof, but all such suits, prosecutions 
and proceedings shall be prosecuted, and conducted to their final termination 
in said county of Vermilion, and the officers of said county are hereby author¬ 
ised to execute all writs that may l>e necessary for the completion of said suits, 
prosecutions or proceedings within the limits of said county of Ford, and all 
judgments that may have heretofore been obtained, or that may hereafter be 
obtained in said county of Vermilion Itefore the organization of said county of 
Ford, slinll have the same lien upon all property within the limits of said 
county of Ford as if the said territory had not been created into a separate 
county. 

Sec. 0. As soon as the county officers shall have been elected and quali¬ 
fied as aforesaid, the said oounty of Ford shall be considered organised. The 
oath of office may be administered to the several county officers by any person 
within the limits of the nsw oounty authorized by law to administer oaths, and 
as soon as said oounty is organized, the Clerk of the Circuit Court shall give no¬ 
tice thereof to the Judge of the circuit in which said county may be embraced, 
who slinll thereupon hold court at such place in said county of Ford as the 
County Court thereof shall designate until the county seat of said county shall 
become permanently located as heretofore provided, which court shall he holden 
at such times as the Judge of said circuit shall appoint until otherwise pro¬ 
vided by law, the said county of Ford shall be taken and oonsidered as a part 
of the Eighth Judicial Circuit. 

Sec. 10. The school funds, if any, in the hands of the School Commis¬ 
sioners of Vermilion County belonging to the several towns or parts of towns 
embraced within the limits of said county of Ford, shall be by said Commis¬ 
sioners paid over to the School Commissioner of said county of Ford, so soon 
as he shall have given bond and lieen qualified on demand made. 

Sec. 11. The County Court of said county of Ford shall at some term of 
onid court, by an order to be entered upon their records, appoint some compe¬ 
tent person a Commissioner for the purpose hereinafter expressed, who shall 
take an oath of office liefore some officer of said county authorized by law to 
administer oaths, said court shall at the same time provide a sufficient numlter 
of well bound blank books, and deliver the same to said Commissioner, who 
shall receipt the same to the Clerk of said court, and ns soon as the same shall 
)« delivered to said Commissioner he shall record in each liook a copy of the 
order of appointment and oath of office, and shall thereupon proceed to tron- 
scribe into such books all deeds, mortgages and title papers of every descrip¬ 
tion, with the acknowledgments and certificates in relation thereto, of lands 
lying in the said county of Ford, which have >>een recorded, or may hereafter 
his recorded, l>efore the organization of said county, in the Reconler’s office 
of said county of Vermilion. Sueh Commissioner shall be allowed by said 
County Court such stints as his services shall be worth, to >»« paid out of the 
county treasury. Said Commissioner sliall note at the end of each paper he 
shall iranscril*, the book and page from which the same was Iranscrilteu, and 
shall make a correct double index of said records, and on the completion of his 
duties, said Commissioner shall return said books to the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court of the said county of Ford, whereupon they shall be taken and consid¬ 
ered to all intents and purposes as books of records of deeds, mortgages and 
title papers for said county of Ford, and copies of said records certified by the 
officer hnving the custody of the same shall bt evidence a in all courts and 
places in the same manner that deeds and title papers regularly recorded in 
the llecorder's office, an evidence and with the same effect. 

Her. 12. Of the swamp lands lying within the present limits of Vermilion 
County and of the proceeds of sales of said lands heretofore mode, and which 
may hereafter be made liefore the organization of said county of Ford, after 
deducting all expenses paid by. and for which the said county of Vermilion may 
be liable. The said oounty of Ford shall receive and lie entitled to a share in 
proportion to the numlterof Congressional towuships and parts of townships 
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lying within the boundaries of said county of Ford, and the share of said coun¬ 
ty of Vermillion to said lands and proceeds of sales thereof as aforesaid, shall 
be in proportion to the number of Congressional townships and parts of town¬ 
ships remaining within the limits of said county of Vermilion after said county 
of Ford shall hare been organized. 

Sec. 13. The Secretary of State shall forthwith furnish to the Clerk of the 
County Court of Vermilion County a certified copy of this act. 

Sec. 14. This act shall take effect and lie in force from and after its 
passage. William 11. Moirisok, 

Speaker oj the 11 out* of Repretmlative j. 

Jotia Wood, 

Speaker of the Senate. 

Approved February 17, 1839, 

William H. Bissell. 

UstTEn States or America, 1 

State or Illinois. /”* Office or Skcertary. 

I, Henry D. Dement, Secretary of Stale of the Stale of Illinois, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing in a true copy of an Act to create the county of 
Ford and for other purposes now on tile in this office. 

In witness whereof, I hereto set my hand and affix the Great Seal of Stale, 
[l. s.] at the city of Springfield, this 11th day of June. A. 1>. 1HS3. 

Henry D. Dkmrrt, 

Secretary of State. 

Agreeably to the fourth section of the foregoing act, an elec¬ 
tion was held on the first Monday in June, 1359, in the now 
county of Ford, for county officers. At the same time, in accord¬ 
ance with the sixth section, the fixation of the county seat was 
determined by the selection of Paxton, the name of the town at 
that time being Prospect City. 

The following is a list of the county officers, from the first 
election, until the present time. 

COUNTY JUDGE. 

David Patton, from June 1859 to December 1873. 

Hugh P. Beach, 1873-86.* 

COUNTY CLKItK. 

Nathan Simons, 1859, until his death, August 29, 1865. 

John J. Simons, August 81. 1865, to Decemlwr, 1865. 

James S. Frederick, 1865-73. 

Merton Dunlap, 1873-86.* 

COUNTY TREASURER. 

Daniel C. Stoner, June, 1859, to November, 1859. 

John P. Day, November, 1859-65. 

James P. Button, 1865, to March 22, 186G. 

John P. Day, March, 1866-69. 

Leonard Pierpont, 1869-73. 

James D. Kilgore, 1873, to September, 1871. 

John B. Shaw, September, 1874-80.* 

CLERK OF TIIK CIRCUIT COURT. 

Samuel L. Day, 1859-64. 

James F. Hall, 1864-68. 

Levi A. Dodd, 1868-72. 

Weaver White, 1872-76. 

Augustus M. Daggett, 1876-80. 

Weaver White, 1880-84. 

STATE’S ATTORNEY. 

Previous to 1872, the district of tho States Attorney, was 
co-extensive with that of the Circuit Judge, but by an act passed 
in 1872, each county, elected a State’s Attorney. 

The namos of the gentlemen who served as State’s Attorneys 
at the various sessions of our Circuit Courts up to 1872, are: 
Ward II. Lamon, Vermilion County. 

J. G. Cannon, of Douglas County, and M. B. Thompson, of 
Champaign County. 

Under the election by oounties, the list for Ford is as follows: 
Alfred Sample, 1872-80. 

France L. Cook, 1880-84. 

SHERIFF. 

Howard Case, 1859-60. 

James D. Hall, 18G0-G2. 

Edward L. Gill, 1862-64. 

William Snyder, 1864-66. 

Mark Parsons, April 9, I860, to November 14, I860. 
Thomas E. Barnhouse, 186C-G8. 

S. L. Edgar, 1868-70. 

Edward L. Gill, 1870-74. 

Samuel B. Lyman, 1874-82. 

James W. Ramsay, 1882-86.* 

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS. 

William W. Blanchard, 1869-63. 

Robert McCracken, 1863-65. 

J. B. Randolph, 1865-67. 

W. C. M. LeFevre, 1867-69. 

James Brown, 1869-71. 

William L. Conrow, 1871-78. 

Robert N. Gorsuch, 1873-77. 

Daniel II. Armstrong, 1877, to February, 1879. 

Samuel A. Armstrong, March 1879, to September, 1882. 
John M. Hanley, Septerabor 1882, to December 1882. 

Franz G. Lohman, 1882-86.* 

SURVEYOR. 

James W. Campbell. 1859-G1. 

Jonathan Covalt, 1861-63. 

John F. Stoner, 1863-69. 

Henry J. Howe, 1869-75. 

Henry McCulloch, 1875-79. 

Charles B. Ellis, 1879-83. 
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CORONER. 

Wheeler Bently, 1859-62. 

John H. Evans, 1862-66. 

Wheeler Bentley, 1866-67. 

D. Ii. Francis, 1867-68. 

F. F. Fuller, 180&-70. 

George B. Walker, 1870-72. 

John S. Bodwell, 1872-74. 

John F. G. Ilelmer, 1874-78. 

John C. Culver, 1878-80. 

Charles Bradley, 1880-82. 

Hiram W. Barney, 1882-86.* 

MASTERS IN CHANCERY. 

This officer is appointed by the Judge of tho Circuit Court. 
The list of those serving in this capacity is as follows: R. S. 
Duck land S. L. Day, Levi A. Dodd, John R. Kiuncar, John C. 
Patton, F. L. Cook, und Milton II. Cloud, the present incumbent. 

STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION. 

The Stato Board of Equalization was organized by act of the 
General Assembly, approved March 7, 1867. As at first com¬ 
posed, the board consisted of twenty-five members, one elected 
from each Senatorial District. In 1872. tho law was so amended 
m to reduce tho number of members to nineteen, one being elected 
for each Congressional District. The first board was appointed 
hy the Governor, and held offico for a term of two years. Subse¬ 
quent to the first board the term has been four years. The duties 
of this board arc to equalize the assessments between counties, by 
increasing or decreasing the total amount of the assessment on 
lands, lots or personal proporty or on all in each county, pro¬ 
vided the aggregate assessment in the State must not bo de¬ 
creased; and any increase of the same must not exceed one per 
cent. The board also assesses tho capital stock of incorporated 
companies, and also railroad property. The members who have 
represented the district which includes Ford County are as fol¬ 
lows: Ira C. Mosior, Kankakee County, 1863 to 1876; Clinton 
C. Campbell, Kankakee County, 1876 to 1880; Orville 1). 
Sackott, Ford County, 1880 to 1884. 

THE GBNERAL ASSEMBLY. 

By the act of January 31, 1861, the representation was fixed 
at twenty-five Senators and eighty-five Representatives. Ford 
County was placed in the Ninth Senatorial District ami the For¬ 
ty-second Representative District. This being the first appor¬ 
tionment since the organization of Ford, the county was repre¬ 
sented for the two preceding years in the State Senate by Thomas 
A. Marshall, of Coles, anti in tho House of Ropresentatives for 
the sarao time by Samuel G. Craig, of Vermilion. The Ninth 
Senatorial District included the counties of Coles, Douglas, Cham¬ 
paign, Ford, Iroquois, Vermilion. 

STATB 8ENATOR8. 

Joseph Peters, of Vermilion, 1862-66. 

John L. Tincher, of Vermilion, 1866-70. 

Tho Forty-second Representative District included the coun¬ 
ties of Ford and Iroquois. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

Addison Goodell, of Iroquois, 1862-64. 

Charles II. Wood, of Iroquois, 1864-C6. 

Charles E. King, of Iroquois, 1866-68. 

Calvin II. Frew, of Ford, 1868-70. 

Under the apportionment of 1870, Ford retained her former 
position in the Senatorial District, but in the Legislature was unit¬ 
ed with Kankakee instead of Iroquois, and the number changed to 
seventy-nine, and two members allotted to our district. 

During this term, wo were represented as follows : 

STATE SENATOR. 

James W. Langley, of Champaign, 1870-72. 

LEGISLATURE. 

Calvin II. Frew, Ford, 1870-72. 

Warren R. Ilickox, Kankakee, 1870-72. 

By the act of March 1, 1872, tho State was divided into Sen¬ 
atorial Districts as provided by the constitution of 1870, each 
district being entitled to one Senator and three Representatives. 
Fort! and Livingston Counties were united in the Eighteenth 
District. 

STATE SENATORS. 

James G. Strong, Livingston, 1872-76. 

Samuel T. Fosdick, Livingston, 1876-80. 

George Torrance, Livingston, 1880-84. 

MEMBERS OF LEGISLATURE. 

Jonathan P. MiddlecofF, Ford, 1872-74. 

John Pollock, Ford, 1872-74. 

Lucian Bullard, Livingston, 1872-71. 

Joseph I. Robinson, Ford, 1874-76. 

Albert M. Haling, Ford, 1874-76. 

David McIntosh, Livingston, 1874-76. 

John II. Collier, Ford, 1876-78. 

George B. Gray, Livingston, 1876-78. 

Ebcn C. Allen, Livingston, 1876-78. 

Norman E. Stevens, Ford, 1878-80. 

Calvin II. Frew, Ford, 1878-80. 

George B. Gray, Livingston, 1878-80. 

John JI. Collier, Ford, 1*80-82. 
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Albert G. Goodspced, Livingston, 1880-82. 

Leander L. Green, Livingston, 1880-82. 

John II. Collier, Ford, 1882-84. 

Albert G. Goodspeed. Livingston, 1882-84. 

Michael Cleary, Livingston, 1882-84. 

COUNTY GOVERNMENT. 

An act for establishing county courts, approved February 
12, 1840, and in force at the time of the organisation * of Ford 
County, provided for the election of a County Judge. Also, 
that at the same time there shall be elected two Justices of 
the Peace, whose jurisdiction shall be co extensive with the 
county, and who shall hold their offices for four years.” They 
were to give bond, and have the same powers as township jus¬ 
tices and “ moreover, sit with the County Judge, as members of 
the court for the transaction of the county business, and none 
other, and while sitting as members of the court shall bave an 
equal vote with the County Judge on all questions and matters 
legally and properly before said court. The said Judge with 
said two Justices shall in all cases whatever, have, exercise and 
possess all the power, jurisdiction and authority heretofore con¬ 
ferred on the County Commissioners Court.” To distinguish 
these county justices from those of the several townships they 
were termed Associate Justices. In probate and certain other 
matters, the County Judge acted alone. 

It is our purpose to give a list of the members of this court 
followed by a list of the Township Supervisors, dating from the 
adoption of township organization by this county. These Su¬ 
pervisors, when met for county business, compose what is termed 
the Hoard of Supervisors, which takes the place of the County 
Court, consisting of the County Judge and Associate Justices. 

The records of Vermilion County show that that portion 
which now comprises Ford County was organized as a township 
February 16, 1856, from Middlefork Township and named 
Prairie City Township. Its name was changed to “ Patton ” 
September 15, 1857, on account of there being another Prairie 
City Township in the State. 

Drummer Grove Township was organized from Patton Sep¬ 
tember 14, 1858, and included the present Townships of Drum¬ 
mer, Dix, Peach Orchard and Sullivant. Stockton Township 
was organized from Patton March 15, 1859, and included the 
present townships of Lyman, Brenton, Pella, Mona and Rogers. 
Therefore, at the time of the organization of Ford County, it 
consisted of three townships, viz.: Patton, Drummer Grove and 
Stockton—the former at that time including the present town¬ 
ships of Patton, Button and Wall. The first court after the 
election in June, 1859, for the transaction of county business, 
was held by David Patton, County Judge; William Swinford 
and Andrew J. Bartlett, Associate Justices. 

April 3, I860, Edmund F. Havens was elected Associate 
Justice in place of Andrew J. Bartlett, removed from the county. 

November 6, I860, township organization was adopted by 
the following vote: For, 265; against, 76. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. 

1861— James P. Button, Patton Township; Andrew Jordan, 
Drummer’s Grove; and George B. Winter, Stockton. 

1862— James P. Button, Patton; Andrew Jordan, Drum¬ 
mer’s Grove; Mark Parsons, Stockton. 

1863— William Noel, Patton; William Snider, Drummer’s 
Grove; Mark Parsons, Stockton. 

September 14, 1863—The township of Grant was organized 
which comprised the presont townships of Mona and Rogers. 

March 7, 1864—The name of Grant was changed to Rogers, 
and Stockton at this time, comprising the present townships of 
Lyman, Brenton and Pella, was changed to Brenton. 

1864— William Noel, Patton, William Snider, Drummer’s 
Grove; Mark Parsons, Brenton; J. W. Rogers, Rogers. 

September 12, 1864, name of Drummer’s Grove Township 
changed to Dix. 

December 13,1864, E. M. Blackford took his seat as Super¬ 
visor in place of William Snider, elected Sheriff. 

At this meeting the present township of Button was organ¬ 
ized. 

1865— James P. Button, Button ; William Noel, Patton ; J. 
W. Rogers, Rogers; GeorgeB. Winter, Brenton; J. E. Davis, 
Dix. 

August 31, 1865—John J. Simons appointed County Clerk, 
pro tempore , vice Nathan Simons, deceased. 

December 4, 1865—William Walker took his seat as Super¬ 
visor in place of James P. Button, elected County Treasurer. 

March 12, 1866—John R. Lewis took his seat as Supervisor 
in place of Mark Parsons, appointed Sheriff. 

1866— J. E. Davis. Dix; William Walker, Button; J. P. 
Middlecoff, Patton; John It. Lewis, Brenton; J. E. Eldridge, 
Rogers. 

January 22, 1867—James II. Flagg took his seat as Super¬ 
visor, in place of William Walker, elected County Treasurer. 

1867— J. P. Middlecoff, Patton; J. H. Kendall, Dix; J. 
II. Flagg, Button; D. B. Case, Rogers; S. E. Burt, Brenton. 

June 12, 1867—The present township of Wall was organ¬ 
ized. 

September 9, 1867—The present township of Lyman was 
organized. 

September 10, 1867—The present township of Sullivant was 
organized. 

1867—W. II. II. Wood, Patton; J. II. Flacg, Button; M. 
L. Sullivant, Sullivant; Samuel Woodward, Lyman ; J. E. 
Davis, Dix; Edward Clayton, Rogers; William Liggett, Wall; 
L. T. Bishop, Brenton. 
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September 15, 1868—The present township of Peach Orchard 
was organized. 

March 1, 1869—The present township of Drummer was 
organized and called Drummer’s Grove. 

1869— M. L. Sullivant, Sullivant; J. II. Flagg, Button ; 

L. T. Bishop, Brenton; D. B. Case, Rogers; Caleb McKeevcr, 
Drummer’s Grove; R. S. Chamberlin, Dix; A. M. Haling, 
Lyman; John Kelley, Patton; William Noel, Wall; James 
Dixon. Peach Orchard. 

March 2, 1870—The present township of Pella was organ¬ 
ized and called Clyde. 

Also present township of Mona organized and called Delhi. 
The name of Drummer’s Grove Township was changed to 
that of Drummer. 

1870— David Keighin, Delhi; J. D. Kilgore, Wall; C. E. 
Henderson, Patton ; B. II. McClure, Drummer; II. S. Cham¬ 
berlin, Dix; P. S. Gose, Lyman ; L. T. Bishop, Brenton ; J. 
H. Flagg, Button ; D. B. Case, Rogers ; W. B. Holmes, Peach 
Orchard; J. S. RufT, Clyde; M. L. Sullivant, Sullivant. 

June 16, 1870—Name of Delhi Township changed to Mona, 
and name of Clyde Township changed to Pella. 

1871— W. L. Conrow, Brenton ; P. S. Gose, Lyman; D. B. 
Case, Rogers; David Keighin, Mona; R. S. Chamberlin, Dix; 
B. II. McClure, Drummer; William Noel, Wall; C. E. Hen¬ 
derson, Patton; J. H. Flagg, Button; M. L. Sullivant, Sulli¬ 
vant; J. S. Ruff, Pella; T. D. Thompson, Peach Orchard. 

December 12, 1871—M. M. Pulver, took his seat as Super¬ 
visor in place of W. L. Conrow, appointed County Superintend¬ 
ent of Schools. 

1872— J. P. Middlecoff, Patton ; William Walker, Button ; 
James Sheldon, Pella; David Keighin, Mona; Thomas Win- 
stanley, Rogers; M. L. Sullivant, Sullivant; M. M. Pulver, 
Brenton ; O. D. Sackett, Lyman; Levi Miller, Wall; R. S. 
Chamberlain, Dix; J. M. Sudduth, Drummer; Thomas F. 
Kingsley, Peach Orchard. 

March 11, 1873—Albert Keith took his seat as Supervisor 
in place of J. P. Middlecoff, elected to the General Assembly. 

1873— O. D. Sackett, Chairman, Lyman; Samuel Clayton, 
Rogers; David Keighin, Mona; Robert Wells, Pella; Hugh P. 
Beach, Brenton; Thomas F. Kingsley, Peach Orchard; John 
II. Collier, Drummer; Edward Babcock, Wall; Benjamin Ferris, 
Patton; R. N. Gorsuch, Button; M. L. Sullivant, Sullivant; J. I. 
Robinson, Dix. 

December 16, 1873—W. T. Morrison took his seat in place of 
R. N. Gorsuch, elected County Superintendent of Schools. N. 

M. Ward took his seat in place of II. P. Beach, elected County 
Judge. 

1874— J. I. Robinson, Chairman, Dix ; Samuel Clayton, 
Rogers; Monroe Bute, Mona; L. T. Bishop, Brenton; 11. B. 
Ferguson, Lyman; Thomas F. Kingsley, Peach Orchard; M. L. 
Sullivant, Sullivant; William Noel, Wall; John II. Collier, 
Drummer ; John M. Hall, Patton ; J. C. Kirkpatrick, Button ; 
James Sheldon, Pella. 

John Keesey was elected Assistant Supervisor for Patton 
Township, it being the opinion that this township had the popu¬ 
lation entitling it to two Supervisors. 

March 9, 1875—J. M. Thompson took his seat, in place of 
T. F. Kingsley, resigned. 

1875— John H. Collier, Chairman, Drummer; John Rich¬ 
ardson, Dix; J. C. Kirkpatrick, Button; William Kenwanl, 
Wall; J. A. Montelius, Brenton; James Sheldon, Pella; A.V. 
Burchara, Lyman ; J. M. Hall and J. T. Miller, Patton ; Samuel 
Clayton, Rogers; Monroe Bute, Mona; W. B. Holmes, Peach 
Orchard; M. L. Sullivant, Sullivant. 

1876— John II. Collier, Chairman, Drummer; Joseph Bur¬ 
ger, Brenton; Alonzo Burr, Sullivant; John M. Hall and John 
W. Swanson, Patton; John S. Ilewins, Button; W. B. Holmes, 
Peach Orchard; William Kenward, Wall; James Ogilvio, Rog¬ 
ers; John Richardson, Dix; James Sheldon, Pella; Joseph 
Hurst, Lvman ; Monroe Bute, Mona. 

Marcfi 13, 1877—Samuel J. Le Fevre took his seat as Su¬ 
pervisor, in place of J. II. Collier, elected to the General Assem¬ 
bly. James Sheldon was elected Chairman. 

1877— J. P. Middlecoff, Chairman, Patton; Joseph Burger, 
Brenton; C. M. Blowers, Pella; W. B. Flora, Lyman; W. B. 
Holmes, Peach Orchard; J. C. Kirkpatrick, Button; David 
Keighin, Mona; J. F. Kenney, Wall; S. J. Le Fevre, Drum¬ 
mer; James Ogilvie, Rogers; John Richardson, Dix; M. L. 
Sullivant, Sullivant; J. W. Swanson, Patton. 

1878— J. P. Middlecoff, Chairman, Patton; Joseph Burger, 
Brenton; C. M. Blowers, Pella; W. A. Bicket, Sullivant; W. 
B. Flora, Lyman; J. A. Froyd, Patton; John S. Hunt, Peach 
Orchard; David Keighin, Mona; J. F. Kenney, Wall; J. C. 
Kirkpatrick, Button ; S. J. Le Fevre, Drummer; James Ogilvie, 
Rogers; S. W. Wade, Dix. 

1879— S. J. Le Fevre, Chairman, Drummer; Edward Bab¬ 
cock, Wall; Joseph Burger, Brenton; C. M. Blowers, Pella; 
W. A. Bicket, Sullivant; J. Y. Campbell, Patton; J. A. Froyd, 
Patton; Joseph Hurst, Lyman ; John S. Hunt, Peach Orchard; 
David Keighin, Mona; James Ogilvie, Rogers; W. T. Patton; 
Button; John Richardson, Dix. 

July 14, 1879—The board decided that under the census of 
1870, as provided by law, Patton Township was entitled to but 
one Supervisor. Accordingly Mr. Froyd withdrew. 

1880— S. J. Le Fevre, Chairman, Drummer; W. A. Bicket, 
Sullivant; J. Y. Campbell, Patton; Joseph Hurst, Lyman; J. 
F. Kenney, Wall; Hugh McCormick, Button; J.Mathis, Peach 
Orchard ; J. S. McElhiney, Brenton ; James Ogilvie, Rogers ; 
John Richardson, Dix; John A. Scott, Mona; T. J. Sowers, 
Pella. 


1881— W. A. Bicket, Chairman, Sullivant; C. M. Blowers, 
Pella; Joseph Burger, Brenton; Abraham Croft, Patton; Jo¬ 
seph Hurst, Lyman ; John Iehl, Peach Orchard; H. McCor¬ 
mick, Button; John Richardson, Dix; John A. Scott, Mona; 
J. H. Snelling, Wall; W. B. Sargeant, Rogers: (J. II. Yeo¬ 
mans, Drummer. 

1882— Joseph Burger, Chairman, Bicnton; W. A. Bicket, 
Sullivant; A. C. Bullington, Dix; L. Burns, Lyman; Abraham 
Croft, Patton; George Eastwood, Pella: John Iehl, Peach Or¬ 
chard; William Kenney, Wall; Hugh McCormick, Button; W. 
B. Sargeant, Rogers; John A. Scott, Mona; Charles II. Yeo¬ 
mans, Drummer. 

March, 1883—Thomas Cnrroll took his seat, in place of 
George Eastwood, removed from the county. 

1883— Charles II. \comans, Chairuum, Drummer; W. A. 
Bicket, Sullivant; A. C. Bullington, Dix: Joseph Burger, 
Brenton; L. Burns, Lyman; X. B. Day, Button; .Min Iehl, 
Peach Orchard; William Kenney, Wall; Thomas McDermott, 
Pella; Hugh McCor.nick, Button; W. B. Sargeant, Rogers; 
John A. Scott, Mona. 

1884— W. A. Bicket, Sullivant; A. C. Bullington, Dix; 
Joseph Burger, Brenton; N. B. Day, Patton; John Told, Peach 
Orchard; James C. Kirkpatrick, * Button; William Kenncv, 
Wall; Byron Lisk, Lvman; Thomas McDermott, IVIla; W. ft! 
Sargeant, Rogers; John A. Scott, Mona; W. II. Simms, 
Drummer. 

Tin: couiiT noiw:. 

When the new county of Ford was organized, a great and 
pressing want was a suitable place for holding court, rooms for 
county offices and a jail. There had been considerable discussion 
as to the proper site for the county buildings, and sonic proposi¬ 
tions were presented to the County Court in regard thereto. How¬ 
ever, on the 16th day of January, i860, the question was defi¬ 
nitely settled by an order entered in the County Court providing 
for the location of the court house and jail on the block where 
they now stand. 

In June of the same year, an agreement was on tens] into for 
the erection of the present court house; the County Judge and 
Associate Justices representing the county, and James F. Hall 
being the contractor. 

The original cost as provided in the contract was fixed at 
$11,000, but the plans being afterward somewhat changed and 
enlarged, permission was granted by a vote of the people April, 
1861, to add $4,000 to the first amount. December, 1861, an 
additional contract was made with Mr. Hall, and the total price 
increased to $16,000, the additional cost being for excavation of 
the basement, grading the yard and construction of outbuildings. 
February 18, 1862, the building was accepted by the Roardnf 
Supervisors, and a county order issued to Mr. Hall for $2,890. 
The records are not very clear as to this sum, the writer being 
under the impression that this was the balance still unpaid on 
the $16,000, until assured by parties conversant with the facts 
that this last payment was for additional improvements not named 
in the contracts. This would bring the total cost of the court 
house, as it then stood, up to $18,890. The explanation for these 
additions to the original contract price is made “ that the orig¬ 
inal plan was found to be unsatisfactory, and that it was thought 
best to make the change at that time rather than after the work 
was completed under the first contract.” Nothing appears to 
the contrary but that the Supervisors and others representing the 
county acted wisely in this regard. Bonds were issued for the 
$16,000, bearing interest at the rate of ten per cent per annum. 
Of these bonds, there still remain unpaid $6,000 due November, 
1884, and $6,000 due November, 1885. 

The court house as first built, contained on the first or ground 
floor offices for the County Clerk, Circuit Clerk, and Sheriff, 
rooms for the jailer and family anti cells for the prisoners. The 
second floor contained court and jury rooms as at present. 

After completion of the present jail, the cells in the court 
house were removed, and in their stead the present Circuit 
Clerk’s office was fitted up. The County Clerk occupies the 
room formerly used by the jailer. March, 1875, a contract was 
entered into with William Daniels for building the fire-proof 
vaults at the west end of the court house, and other improvements, 
including the fitting up of the Clerk’s offices as already men¬ 
tioned. The total cost of the same was $2,969.80. As our 
conrt house now stands, it is a substantial building, and is of 
ample size to meet the wants of our county for many years to 
come. 

SIIKR.rFF’8 UKSIDEXCi: AND JAIL. 

At a session of the Board of Supervisors May, 1871, a com¬ 
mittee, consisting of Supervisors C. E. Henderson, William Noel 
and James H. Flngg, was appointed, with instructions “to examine 
into the matter of building a new jail or to repair the old one so 
as to be capable of holding prisoners, and for that purpose they 
are hereby authorized to go abroad and examine such jails as 
in their judgment will be suitable.” 

At the meeting of the Board in June, the committee reported, 
as the result of their labors, a plan for a county jail. The board 
accepted the report, and decided in favor of erecting a Sheriff’s 
residence and a jail. The plan presented by the Committee was 
followed. 

The board again met in July of the same year, and appropri¬ 
ated $20,000 for the erection of the buildings named, ami directed 
the County Clerk to issue county orders from time to time as 
directed by the building committee, but not to exceed the sum of 
$15,000. The orders were to bear interest at ten per cent per 
annum. 

Six-tenths of the county tax collected oaeh year was set apart 
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to meet the payment of these county orders. Messrs. Henderson, 
Noel and Flagg were placed in charge of the work on behalf of 
the county. 

In September, 1871, the board mado an additional appropri¬ 
ation of 812,000, “ for the completion of the SherifFs residence 
and jail, said orders to bear interest at ten per cent per annum, 
80,000 to be paid in five years, and 80,000 in ten years.” The 
total cost of these buildings, not including discounts on county 
orders, was something more than $28,000. This is ascertained 
by the orders issued and estimating discounts on the same, there 
being no funds in tho county treasury at the time. 

The indebtedness thus incurred has been fully paid. 

L. B. .t M. RAILROAD BONDS. 

November G, 1867, an election was held to determine 
“ whether said county of Ford shall subscribe to the capital 
stock of the La Fayette, Bloomington k Mississippi Railway to 
the amount of $4,000 per mile, for the distance which said road 
shall traverse said Ford County to aid in tho construction of 
said railway.” 

This subscription amounted to $112,000, the distance being 
twenty-eight miles. 

A majority of votes were cast for the project. 

January 17, 1808, an election was held “ to determine wheth¬ 
er said county shall subscribe to the capital stock of the La Fay¬ 
ette, Bloomington k Mississippi Railway to the amount of 
$30,000, in addition to what has already been subscribed.” 

This proposition was also adopted. In December, 1871, a 
committee representing tho Board of Supervisors reported that 
tho railroad company had complied with all requirements of the 
board. The question arising upon issuing the bonds as voted to 
the amount of $142,000, David Keighin, then a Supervisor from 
Mona, introduced a resolution fixing the rate of interest at six 
per cent, which was defeated by a vote of six to five. 

January 2, 1372, the board ordered the bonds issued for the 
full amount, payable in ten years, with interest at ten per cent 
per annum. The certificate of stock was thereupon issued at the 
county by the railroad authorities. 

Similar certificates were issued to other counties and several 
townships which had voted aid to this railroad. It was afterward 
claimed by these counties and townships that this was the only 
bona fide stock in this railroad, notwithstanding that certificates 
of stock had been issued to individuals by the Directors of said 
road in sufficient amounts to control the elections in selecting 
Directors; and thus control the railroad. 

In the latter part of 1873, the board directed Alfred Sample, 
State’s Attorney, to investigate tho management and records of 
said railroad. Mr. Sample did so, and made an exhaustive and 
satisfactory report to tho board of the results of his labors, he 
having carefully examined tho company’s books at Tolodo, Ohio. 
At the next annual meeting for tho election of Directors of the 
L. B. k M. Railway, held at Bloomington, Ill., January 20, 
1874, representatives of the several townships and counties ap¬ 
peared and presented their claims to be henrd, etc. 

A warm, interesting and somewhat noisy meeting was held, 
which resulted in those representing the railroad company with¬ 
drawing and holding their meeting elsewhere. 

The representatives of the people remained at the appointed 
place and proceeded to elect a board of twelve Directors, those 
from Ford County being O. D. Sackctt, Alfred Sample, John II. 
Collier and Merton Dunlap, who had been authorized by the 
Board of Supervisors to represent the interests of this county at 
said meeting. 

Tho following officers were then elected: F. Ilenderson, 
President; O. D. Sackett, Vice President; N. S. Sunderland, 
Treasurer; A. Sample, Attorney; Merton Dunlap, Secretary. 

The contest for the control of the railroad continued for about 
two years in tho courts, when the whole matter was suddenly 
brought to an end by the sale of the railroad under the mortgage 
which was given by tho directors of tho road at an early period 
of its existence. 

While this relieved Ford County from any further responsi¬ 
bility in the management of the railroad, the indebtedness of 
$142,000 still remained. 

January 22, 1880, a contract was entered into between the 
Board of Supervisors and a firm in Now York City by which 
these bonds were funded into six per cent bonds, due in 
twenty years, with the privilege to the county of paying the same 
any time after five years. 

This indebtedness, together with the amount remaining un¬ 
paid on tho court house, includes all of the outstanding obliga¬ 
tions of Ford County. 

It seems proper in this connection to make a brief mention of 
the contest between the people and the railroad companies, begin¬ 
ning in 1873. It was claimed that the latter were charging 
illegal and unjust rates for passenger fare and freights. This 
question assumed such a magnitude in Ford County that in the 
election for county officers in that year the voters united without 
regard to party, and the “Farmers’ ticket” was elected by a 
large majority. 

The State Legislature passed a stringent law against unjust 
discriminations, and proscribed that three cents per mile for roads 
of the class of the Illinois Central should be the maximum charge 
for passenger travel. Rates for transportation of freights were 
also fixed. A Board of Railroad Commissioners was appointed 
whose duty it was to see this law enforced. 

The contest continued in the courts for several years with but 
little success for the people. December, 1870, a public meeting 
was held at the court house in Paxton, at which a resolution was 
adopted requesting A. Sample, State's Attorney, to prosecute 
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all infractions of the railroad law in Ford County. Soon after 
this, the Commissioners met the business men and farmers of this 
locality in this city. Mr. Sample presented an extonded 
list of extortionate rates imposed by the railroads in violation of 
law. Of the Commissioners, lion. William Smith, Chairman, 
and Mr. Oberly earnestly favored the enforcement of the law. 

This meeting, through which was manifested the determina¬ 
tion of the people to push matters, provoked considerable interest 
among the railway officials. Some of them came to this place to 
investigate as to how far the people were disposed to go and if 
matters could not be compromised. 

Briefly stated—after considerable agitation and correspondence 
between tho railway managers, Chairman Smith and Mr. Sample, 
the leading roads concluded to comply with the law a9 to passenger 
and freight rates. Subsequently another serious question arose 
regarding freights from within and without tho State, the com¬ 
panies claiming this to be a matter to bo regulated by Congress. 
East and west lines charged, for example, more on freight from 
Gilman to New York City than from Peoria, a distance of eighty- 
five miles further. 

Tho matter was finally determined in favor of tho State law 
bv a suit brought in tho Ford County Circuit Court by Mr. Sam¬ 
ple in 1882. The case was strongly contested by the railroads, 
but tho Supremo Court decided adversely to them, setting forth 
the reasons in one of the most elaborate opinions filed for years. 

WAR OF THE REBELLION—G. A. R. POSTS—HOME 
MILITARY. 

Ford County, at the breaking-out of the war of 1861, being 
so recently formed and having a population of less than 2,000, 
did not organize any company of soldiers. However, many of 
our patriotic citizens enlisted in commands organized in adjoining 
counties and elsewhere in tho State. It would give us pleasure 
to publish their names in this work, but the difficulty of obtain¬ 
ing a complete list is insurmountable, and a partial list would bo 
very unsatisfactory. In addition to the soldiers who enlisted 
from Ford, a great number of those who have since the war set¬ 
tled among us were members of the “great army of Freedom.” 
Desiring to have these “ soldier boys ” recorded whero their 
names can be referred to by the future historian, the writer has 
arranged with the Board of Supervisors for a suitable book to be 
kept in the County Clerk’s office, where the name, company, reg¬ 
iment, and other matters of interest can be entered. 

Already a number of soldiers have furnished the necessary 
data regarding themselves, and it is hoped that before long a com¬ 
plete list will be made. 

BOUNTIES. 

At a meeting of ths Supervisors, August, 1862, a resolution 
was introduced by Supervisor Button, and duly adopted, provid¬ 
ing for a county tax of five mills on tho dollar, for tho purpose of 

^ each volunteer $60, and to create a fund for tho support 
iers’ families during their absence. 

The following committees were appointed to disburse the 
funds for soldiers^ families: Patton Township—William Walker, 
J. H. Flagg, J. F. Ilall; Drummer’s Grove—J. II. Kendall, J. 

E. Davis, Leonard Picrpont; Stockton—S. K. Marston, T. W. 
Pope, G. B. Winter. December, 1863, the bounty was increased 
to $300 to each volunteer. 

April, 1864, a draft having been ordered to fill the quota of 
this county for seventy-eight men, an order was adopted by the 
Supervisors offering a bounty of $1,000 to each man drafted, 
and who should be accepted by the Government. 

However, it transpired that bounties by counties exceeding 
the sum of $300 were illegal, and efforts were mado to legalize 
this $1,000 bounty by a special act of the General Assembly. It 
did not succeed, and consequently but $300 could be paid to each 
man. February, 1865, the sum of $15,000 was appropriated by 
the Supervisors to procure volunteers to fill the county quota, the 
amount for each volunteer not to exceed $300. 

Tho Adjutant General’s report, Vol. I, page 194, makes the 
following showing for this county: 

PRIOR TO DBCRNRF.R 31, 1804. 


Total quoloji. 300 

Total credits. 222 

Deficit of men. 78 

DKCKMBRR 31, 1866. 

Total quota.-. 272 

Total credit. 271 

DeGcit. 1 


On page 276 of said report is tho following, showing “ex¬ 
penditures and liabilities incurred by Ford County in aid of the 
suppression of the late rebellion, as reportod to tlio Adjutant 
General’s office: 

Bounties....$72,426 15 

Transportation. 10,000 00 

Soldiers'families. 3,801 01 

Total.$86,288 09 

There arc in this county three Posts of the Grand Army of 
the Republic, as follows : 

LOTT POST, NO. 70, O. A. R. 

This post was organized and mustered at Gibson November 
8, 1879. Tho following persons have served as Commanders: 
John II. Collier, J. S. Moore and O. H. Damon. The present 
officers are O. II. Damon, Commander; J. R. Lott, S. V. C.; 
George Preston, J. V. C.; D. S. Ilall, Surgeon; J. J. McCor¬ 
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mack, O. D.; Samnel Johnston, O. G.; J. M. Mitchell, Chap¬ 
lain; F. P. Wood, Q. M.; W. E. McMullen, Adj.; J. S. Moore, 
S. M.; E. Ashby, Q. M. S. 

The following is the membership to February 28, 188 4: Capt¬ 
ains, J. U. Collier, Austin Crahhs, Willard Proctor. First Lieu¬ 
tenants, J. N. McVickcr, Samuel, Johnston, J. J. McCormack, 
Russel Puntnev. Second Lieutenant, S. A. Armstrong. Ser¬ 
vants, R. M. Smith, J. T. McClure, II. J. Ring. A. J. Ham, 

. E. Collier, F. P. Wood, Fred Potts, Georgo W. Proton, 
James Grant, Frank Du (/lose, J. S. Frederick. Corporals, S. 
J. Le Fevre, W. II. Vreeland, W. B. Aaron. J. L. Mitchell, 
Mark Anthony, W. E. McMullen, S. S. Barnes, L. L. Garrett, 

F. M. Anderson, T. M. Bunch. Musicians, R. A. McClure, 
John Grove. Privates, II. M. Blacker. J. S. Moore. J. D. Bell, 

G. W. Ilaupt, S. A. Plnnk, Daniel Crummy. Charles Phillips, 
J. N. Vaughn. James Allen, J. I). Corbin. P. W. Dale, O. C. 
Iloudysheli, O. O. Perrin, S. Emmons, II. E. Shearer, J. R. 
Lott, Ralph Mulvane, C. Ashby, W. T. Estes, William Day. J. 
M. Phillips, W. P. Jones, K. Barnahce, J. M. Burner, W. II. 
Simms, M. K. McDowell, J. M. Mitchell, F. C. McDowell. O. 
II. Damon, T. B. Strauss, J. W. Rinehart, P. II. Faught, A. 
Stratton, W. Bowen, J. G. Barker, M. W. Scott, W. Gilchrist, 
D. Baylor, L. L. Flora, J. S. Sawyer, Charles B. Pavner (sad¬ 
dler), Elmer Ashby, J. W. Moore, D. S. Hall. V. G.‘Way. W. 
Rainoy, J. II. Stathcin, J. II. Arrowsraith. Nelson Smith. II. 
A. Grove, J. It. Gilchrist, John Joos, A. J. Cooper, S. Ross. 

PIPER CITY POST, NO. 361, G. A. R. 

List of members to February 28, 1884: Officers 18-’4, F. 
O. Walrich, Commander; 11. P. Beach, S. V. 0\; T. J. Sowers, 
J. V. C.; S. D. Culbertson, Surgeon; G. M. Williams, Adjt.; 
Ira W. Hand, Chaplain ; W. P*>k, O. D.; J. R. Rezncr, O. G.; 
J. A. Montclius, Q. M.; D. W. Turney, S. M.; C. R. Jackson, 
Q. M. S. Members, Robert Ilcvcncr, James Healey, J. G. T. 
Luther, B. G. Church, J. S. Campbell, T. W. Eaton. Robert R. 
Farris, J. C. Moore, C. C. Crandell, Charles Litsy, D. Ritchie, 
W. P. Moore, D. II. Rodgers, B. II. Morrow, W. B. Miller, 
W. W. Coburn, W. T. Riggs, James Fecley, A. J. Long, J. 
McBride, J. Wagner, E. B. Bcighle, C. Fable. 

PAXTON POST, NO. 387, G. A. R. 

Organized January 1*2, 1884. Membership to March 6, 
1884: Officers, Col. Charles Bogardus, Commander; M. II. 
Cloud, S. V. C.; W. C. Hutchison, J. V. C.; T. M. King, Q. M.; 
C. M. Taylor, Chnplain; B. F. Mason, O. D.; John Swanson, 
O. G.; J. W. Ramsay, Adjutant; W. M. Wilson, S. M.; Will¬ 
iam Cramer, Q. M. 8. Membership, G. L. Atkinson, A. II. 
Bridgeman, Charles Bogardus, J. M. Brincy, G. W. Bcrdinc, M. 
II. Cloud, William Crnraer, M. Cramer, M. V. Davis, Stacey 
Daniels, W. C. Hutchison. Frederick Johnson, Theodore M. 
King, B. F. Mason, F. McFarland, Taylor Pyle, John A. Peter¬ 
son, T. S. Peacock, J. W. Ramsay, John Swanson, Alfred Sam¬ 
ple, C. M. Taylor, J. D. Wilson, Thomas Wior, W. M. Wilson, 
W. T. Westbrook, Ilenry Weaver. 

PIPER CITY GUARDS. 

Company C, Ninth Battalion Illinois National Guards, was 
organized March 27, 1876. The list of original members has 
been furnished, and is us follows, viz.: 

Captain, II. C. Baughman; First Lieutenant, F. O. Walrich ; 
Second Lieutenant, B. F. Walden ; Orderly Sergeant, J. P. Mad¬ 
den; Sergeants, John Neinmier, J. D. Parsons. E. F. Pulvcr, 
J. T. Wilson ; J. R. Rezncr, Color Sergeant Ninth Battalion; 
Corporals, J. W. Ramsay, J. It. Bagly, S. Kiblinger, Frank 
Kiblinger; Musician, II. S. Randell; privates, Henry Allnutt, 
Watson Bishop, John Ilobbis, E. A. Kicc, G. M. Bagley, N. G. 
Plnnk, J. S. Telfcr, J. B. Teller, W. M. Thompson, Joseph C. 
Kirk, M. Johnson, William Hartley, James Liston, Alex Liston, 
J. Nettcrville, John C. Zea. 

The company was re-organized September 1, 1877, in accord¬ 
ance with tho new military code, and under the consolidation of 
the different regiments and battalions May 4, I8s2, was assigned 
to the Fourth Regiment, and is now known as Company H. 

The present commissioned officers are Frank O. Walrich, 
Captain; John Rohrbach, First Lieutenant; J. R. Rcznor, 
Second Lieutenant. 


REMINISCENCES. 

" We will retire Ibwe (liner, and in our memories preserve and slill keep 
freftb, like flowers in water, ihosc happier dny».”— Utchirr. 

“Memory eeiiet the piuwing moment, fixes it upon lliecnnvas, and hanjn flit 
picture in (be soul's inner clminl>eni for her lo look upon when she will." — 
liavtn. 

“ Look noi mournfully into (he pist; it comer not back njpiin. Wisely im¬ 
prove the present ; it is thine. Go forth lo meet the shadowy future without 
fear, and with a manly heart.”— Longfellow. 

There are recollections as pleasant as they are sacred. There 
are words and faces and places that never lose their hold upon the 
heart. These words, faces and places have had a controlling in¬ 
fluence in training our aspirations and in shaping our destinies, 
and they can never be forgotten. They remain invested with a 
fadeless beauty, sacred in their exemptions from oblivion and 
decay. 

The heart of the early settler in a community renews its 
youth and the whole man is cheered and invigorated by the con¬ 
templation of those earlier days. As you talk with him, you 
recognize the facts of his gray hairs; his shoulders are bent, and 
you realize that he is on the sunset slopo or life. 
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Years ago, when in the prime of life, he said “good-by " to 
the family at home and came to “Little Ford." Hope, a pleas¬ 
ant acquaintance, an enjoyable traveling companion, bat an un¬ 
safe guide, was chiefly in charge of his affairs. Her picture of a 
new country usually shows only the pleasant days, the gentle 
showers, warm sunshine, bountiful harvests, maximum prices and 
general prosperity. As a consequence, an unusual buoyancy of 
spirit, neighborly feeling and general good-will manifested them¬ 
selves in the disposition of our “ oldest inhabitant.” It is quite 
possible that Hope has this panorama still on exhibition, and at 
this time beyond Hhe great rivers to the West, and rumor says 
that the crowds of “ early settlers ” still follow her, thus endeavor¬ 
ing to reach the still undiscovered land of “milk and honey.” 

There is scarcely a man, his years having reached threescore 
and ten, whose life, if written in detail, would not be of great in¬ 
terest. But in this chapter, we shall only mention a few hap¬ 
penings as related to us by the early comers to this county. 

The line of travel, at the earliest date of which we have any 
account, was from Danville, Vermilion County, of which Ford 
once formed a part; thence to Sugar Grove, on the south line of 
the present Button Township; thence to Trickel Grove, in the 
same township ; thence to Ten Mile Grove, in Patton Township, 
crossing the present line of the Illinois Central Railroad in the 
southern limits of Paxton, a short distance south of Ottawa street, 
and over the handsome knoll, the present site of A. C. Thomp¬ 
son’s residence; thence from Ten Mile Grove, passing south of 
where Henderson Station now stands; afterward this part of the 
route was changed when D. C. Stoner settled on tho present 
Stoner farm, passing by his residence *, thence in a northerly di¬ 
rection past the home of Mr. Wall in tho present Wall Township ; 
thence to Oliver’s Grove, Livingston County ; thence to Pontiac 
and Ottawa. From the latter place communication was had with 
Chicago. Latterly the route to Chicago from Ford County was 
more direct, crossing the Kankakee River near the present city 
of the same name. 

At one time the nearest post office to the settlers at Trickel 
Grove was Danville. 

Afterward, a mail route was established, and the mail was 
carried, generally on horseback, over the above-described route. 
Henry Tuttle was one of the first mail carriers. William Har¬ 
ris carried the mail from Danville to Pontiac, making the round 
trip once each week. 

This was a very responsible position, as large sums of money 
were constantly passing through the mails in those days. 

About 1850, as near as can be ascertained, a post office was 
provided for on the William Walker farm, Button Township, 
then occupied by John Dops, who became the Postmaster. This 
post office was called Point Pleasant 

About 1852, Thomas Lyon, afterward a resident of Paxton, 
was appointed Postmaster, and continued to discharge the duties 
of the office for seven years. This line of travel was the great 
route for Westerly-bound emigrants, at least as far as Ten Mile 
Grove, where the lines diverged. A reliable citizen informs us 
that he has seen as many as forty emigrant wagons settled for the 
night in Sugar Grove. This was a favorite camping place, hav¬ 
ing an abundant supply of fuel and good water. It is said that 
in 1855 the number of emigrants far exceeded those of preceding 
or subsequent years. 

The accounts given are related by the persons whose names 
appear at the beginning of each incident or statement, viz.: 

William R. Trickel, came to Trickel Grove with his 
father’s family about 1836, and settled on the present Button 
homestead in the township of the same name. The house was 
built of logs, the family camping in the grove during its construc¬ 
tion. A portion of the logs were cut into lumber with a “whip” 
saw at an expense of $1.25 per 1,000 feet, by men who made this 
their business. This was considered good wages, as laborers 
without trades received but 50 cents Der day. The best horses 
brought but $50, and ordinary ones $40. The very best cows 
sold for $10, the usual price being $8. Land was $1.25 per 
acre, and could be had in abundance. When living at Trickel 
Grove, they traded at Danville, thirty-one miles distant, and 
every autumn they hauled a load of wheat to Chicago, and 
exchanged it for a barrel of salt, a side of sole leather, a side 
of upper leather, bolt of sheeting, twenty-five pounds of coffee, 
and other necessaries. The father made the shoes for the family. 
The price of wheat was then 60 to 75 cents per bushel. 

Game was abundant in those days. Wild deer could be readily 
obtained, and prairie chickens were so numerous that there was 
no market for them. “ Saddle” venison was taken by the load 
to Danville, and was slow sale at 50 cents each. Prairie wolves 
made night ring with their yells. On one occasion, in a two 
weeks’ hunt, two of the Trickel boys killed twenty-two wild tur¬ 
keys in addition to other game secured. Wild turkeys came in 
flocks or droves only occasionally, being far more numerous 
nearer Danville. 

Harmon Strayer came to Ford County in 1851 and 
settled near Sugar Grove, afterward removing a few miles 
north to his present residence. His early neighbors were 
Thomas Lyon, John Dops, Simeon Alkire, Matthew Elliott, 
James P. Button. Their trading points were Danville, Higgins- 
ville and Myersville. Their custom was to feed out their grain to 
live stock, and the latter was bought up by buyers from La 
Fayette and other cities. In 1857, the schoolhouse in Range 11 
was built. First directors were Hannon Strayer, T. B. Strayer 
and Charles Mullen. First teacher was James Edgar. 

Previous to this, Simon Mitchell taught school in the cabin of 
Jacob Tanners. W. Jesse Button, when but sixteen years of 
nge, taught in this sehoolhouse; and the old settlers still say, 
“ it was the best school we have ever bad.” 


FORD COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 

A society of the Christian Church was organized at an early 
day, and held their services in the Range 11 or Strayer School- 
house until the present brick church was erected. The names of 
some of the ministers were Rev. Elisha Scott, Rev. Holloway, 
Rev. Rolla Martin. 

After the Illinois Central Railroad was built, the farmers in 
the Strayer neighborhood dealt principally at Loda, Iroquois 
County, until a station was provided where Paxton now stands. 

Harmon Strayer assessed Patton Township in 1858, which 
at that time comprised what is now Ford County. After the 
new county of Ford was formed, D. C. Stoner was the first 
Assessor. Mr. Strayer received $00 for his services as Asses¬ 
sor. 

Mr. Strayer relates that when ho first came to this county, 
deer were frequently seen on the prairies; one of their watering 
places was at a slough on the Strayer farm. 

Thomas Lyon settled at Sugar Grove in 1850, and his son, 
now a resident of Paxton, states that their early neighbors were 
Elihu Daniels, Samuel Kerr, William Chenoweth, Daniel All¬ 
hands, Hiram Driscol, John Wilson and others, whose names are 
already mentioned. 

When John Dops lived in the log cabin on the William 
Walker farm, his home was the gathering place of the people, 
and here were held spelling, singing and writing schools and 
church services. This time was as early as 1851. Singing 
schools were carried on without regular teacher. “We would 
meet and have a general sing and practice new pieces.” When 
Elim Bales moved into the settlement, he, being an excellent 
singer, took charge of tho singing class. 

Rev. Henry Gunn was one of the oarly preachers (1853), and 
was of the Christian Church. Rev. John Emily came in 1855, 
and organized the New-Light society at John Bales’. 

About 1852, Thomas Lyon was made Postmaster, and held 
the office seven years, as previously mentioned. Some eighteen 
years after he had given up the office, the post office department 
at Washington sent Mr. Lyon $96 balance due him on account. 

During their early settlement at Sugar Grove, the farmers 
found it necessary to have persons care for the growing crops to 
prevent depredation from the herds of deer. 

Dr. J. E. Davis located at Drummer Grove in 1854, and at 
that time there was no house to be seen as far as the eye could 
reach across the prairie. Wild ducks and geese were numerous. 
Prairie wolves infested this locality in great numbers. This part 
of the county being sparsely timbered was settled slowly, and re¬ 
mained as a herding ground for many years. Dr. Davis says: 
“ I have with the aid of my field-glass counted herds which ag¬ 
gregated 17,000 head of cattle. The winter he came to this 
locality, he could count herds of deer of from twenty to seventy- 
five quite often. His first crop of sixty acres was eaten by 
them, assisted by the ducks, brants and geese. A choice fat 
saddle of venison, weighing thirty to thirty-five pounds, would 
sell for 75 cents. In the winter of 1865, there came a heavy 
sleet. A hunting party was organized, and secured fourteen 
deer the first day and seven the day following. 

The spring of 1858 opened beautifully, and thus remained 
until April 16, when it began raining, and rained, more or less, 
every day until June 10. This was known as the “ wet year.” 
The year 1800 was remarkably favorable from early spring until 
winter. The winter of 1862-63 was remarkably warm and open. 
There were only four days during the winter when the ground 
was frozen hard enough to bear up a team. Frost killed the corn 
on the 28th of August, 1863, and tho next winter many hogs 
died from starvation. On New Year’s Day, 1864, we had a nota¬ 
ble snow storm and blizzard, which caused great suffering to the 
people of Central Illinois and to the live stock. Railroad trains 
were snow blockaded for many day3. 

The only remarkable seasons since then were those of 1869 
and 1875, which were very wet. 

Stacy Daniels, who settled here in 1856, assisted in build¬ 
ing the Stites House or City Hotel, R. Clark’s, A. C. Thom¬ 
son’s, ^eorge Wright’s, the Sheriff’s residence and jail, besides 
many other residences and business houses. He states that in 
1856 there were in what is now the original town of Paxton, 
the following buildings: On Ottawa street, just west of the rail¬ 
road, the residence of William Goodrich, where elections were 
held at an early day ; the Stites homostead, east of the railroad; 
Shilling’s boarding house, next east of Stites’, which was after¬ 
ward moved up town; the Thomas Daniels’ residence adjoining 
Shilling’s on the east, now used by the Stiteses for carriage house; 
on the north side of Ottawa street opposite the Stites residence, 
was the general store building of Dryden Donnelly, and next east 
was Mr. Donnelly’s residence. Then came a small octagon 
building built and used as a meeting place for the “Spiritual 
Circle.” The latter building now stands just west of the south¬ 
west corner of the old cemetery. The Goodrich residence has 
since been destroyed by fire. The Donnelly store and residence 
have been moved north into the business part of tho town. 

At an early day, the meetings of the Spiritualists gave to this 
locality the name of “ Spiritual Hollow.” Mr. Goodrich con¬ 
ducted a small store at his residence. The first business house 
in Paxton, west of the railroad, was the Cloyes Bros, store, now 
owned and occupied by S. D. Cooper. 

Remembrance Clark erected the first building west of the 
railroad and on the east side of Market street, Paxton, which he 
occupied as a residence and store. This is now his large and 
commodious home. This building was completed in 1859, Mr. 
Clark removing his family here the year following. Cloyes 
Bros, and Mr. Barnhouse were conducting general stores in Pax¬ 
ton when Mr. Clark began his very successful business career in 
our city. At the deep cut, where Orleans street crosses the rail¬ 


road, was once a bridge over the railroad for public travel. The 
money paid by Mr. Clark for his lots was applied in the con¬ 
struction of this bridge. 

John Hanley came to Illinois in 1855, and at an early date 
opened a lumber yard and grain office west of the I. C. R. R. 
depot, Paxton. As there was no side track here then, ho re¬ 
ceived permission from the railway company to put in a short 
siding with old irons and ties to be gathered from along the rail¬ 
road track. This was accordingly dono by the citizens, and 
Paxton was provided with the necessary sido track for freight 
cars. Previous to this the unloading of freight was done at Loda, 
four miles north, or on special occasions the train was halted 
long enough on the main track at Paxton to hurriedly unload 
heavy freights. 

B. F. Stites, now of Iloopeston, says, in regard to the pio¬ 
neers of Prairie City, then Prospect City, now Paxton, that B. 
F. and J. N. Stites arrived at that place December, 1855. In the 
summer of 1854, they improved the forty acres on College Hill, 
known as the Ilassclquist place, and now occupied by the Glen 
Cemetery. The same autumn they built the Donnelly House on 
the north side of Ottawa street, previously mentioned. Stites 
homestead, on Ottawa street, and William Goodrich's house were 
erected in 1854. 

The winter of 1854-55 occurred tho “ snow blockade,” when 
B. F. Stites hauled passengers from the train (which had become 
snowbound in the “cut” just north of Ottowa street) to his 
house on the Hasselquist place. The house stood in the north¬ 
west corner of the cemetery near the potter’s field. Mr. Stites 
says he transported the passengers with sled and ox team. At 
one time he had sixty persons in his house, a building 18x22 feet. 
There were probably upper rooms. The supply of biead was 
exhausted, and he went to Loda for provisions. He says seven 
locomotive engines were at this time “snowed up” in the cut as 
stated. 

James Sheldon, of Pella, who came to Ford County in 1865, 
relates that, February 14, 1866, there was a very severe storm of 
snow. Sheep and hogs were smothered and frozen to death in 
great numbers. On the day after the storm, Mr. Sheldon, 
assisted by Mr. Conrow and Mr. Hobbis, took 200 head of live 
sheep from under the snow and thirty-six dead ones. He also 
states that Mr. Bennett, just over the line in Livingston County, 
lost 900 sheep during this storm. 

George H. Thompson, formerly of Lyman and now a resi¬ 
dent of Kansas, writes: “ The years of 1857-58-59 were hard 
times for the new settlers on the Illinois Central Railroad lands. 
Crops were short, and the people all pretty poor. They often 
received relief from their 1 wives’ relatives in the East, but the 
yearly interest on the lands purchased from the railroad company 
could not be met, and many fearing they would lose their little 
homes were troubled. S. K. Marston, the only man who had a 
respectable suit of clothes to wear to Chicago, was sent to inter¬ 
view the land officials of the company. Arrangements were 
made to get the payments extended, and some seed wheat was 
forwarded and loaned to those who needed, and by economizing 
in all things, using peas and rye for coffee, red root for tea, 
sorghum for sweetening, snd then patching up tho old clothes, 
they bridged over these bad years. July 4, 1859, the settlers of 
the township collected their best garments for use on the great 
Independence day, and held a picnic at ‘ School Section * Grove, 
near Roberts’. Although shy of each other at first, the ice was 
broken and the foundation laid for many happy, social times in 
the years that followed, which will ever be remembered by your 
correspondent from the grasshopper State.” 

Henry R. Daggett, one of the early settlers of Paxton, now 
of Petoakcy, Mich., favors us with the following : “ In 1859, R. 
Clark and mvself arrived in Prospect City. The day following 
our arrival, I bought a farm just west of town, and during the 
summer built a house and small barn. The house is the present 
residence of A. Croft, Esq. I take the following from my jour¬ 
nal : April 8, 1859—This morning the ground is covered with 
snow. A cannon arrived in town and was fired a few times. 
April 9, we had a celebration for the new countv. The cannon 
was fired and the few people tl#ere were rejoiced—this same old 
cannon you now have in Paxton. The first Sabbath I spent in 
Paxton, a number of us started for Sabbath school. We were 
stopping at the Shilling House (now Occidental), and our route 
was across the railroad by footpath in a straight line to the Barn- 
house corner (southeast corner Vermilion and Orleans streets), 
thence to the little building on the southeast comer of Franklin 
and Union streets. Since then this house has had a small addi¬ 
tion built on the east side of it. This was the public school 
house and church. Miss Lyon, now Mrs. S. L. Day, was the 
teacher. We entered the Sabbath school and joined the 
Bible class, of which Mr. Edgar was teacher. Following 
the session of tho Sahbath school came preaching services 
by Rev. E. Dunham. The building was too small to accommo¬ 
date all who came, so the men stood outside. Rev. Charles 
Granger, Congregationalist, and Rev. Edwards, Baptist, also 
held services at the same place at stated times. Rev. Brown, 
Baptist, also officiated in Paxton at a later date. Following the 
services at the little schoolhouse as mentioned, came Sabbath 
school and preaching in the upper story of the Rice warehouse, 
which was recently destroyed by fire. Mr. Hurd was Superin¬ 
tendent. Then we went to the new schoolhouse, which after¬ 
ward became the Swedish Lutheran Church, and now the Baptist 
Church. This schoolhouse stood on Block D, 1 original town, 
east.’ Here I became Superintendent of the Union Sabbath 
School. 

“ Rev. George Schlosser was called by the Congregational 
Church which was organized. From the second schoolhouse we 
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went to the present public school building. Here Mr. Schlosscr 
commenced his preaching. From here we went to the court 
house, and about this time (1865) the Methodists and Congrega- 
tionalists built their churches, and then each held its own Sabbath 
school. 

“ While I was Superintendent, I missed but three Sabbaths 
for three years, and many times I had to provide wood or coal, 
build fires and sweep the room. But this has to be done in a 
new country. 

“ While living in the Croft house, John Hendrickson was as¬ 
sisting me in improving the farm. Just before the 4th of July, 
1859, he proposed to make a flag if I would provide the material. 
This was done, and on the morning of Independence Day, the 
flag was flying from a fine flag-stuff just in front of the house. 
When Fort Sumter was fired on, this flag was run up and there 
it remained until it was worn out.” 

Samuel L. Day came with his father’s family to Ford County, 
then Vermilion, in 1853. His recollectiou is that tho voting 
place for all of Ford and part of Vermilion was then at Marys¬ 
ville. His father, went there to vote. At the time of their ar¬ 
rival, there were no houses between Trickcl Grove and Ten Mile 
Grove, and none between the latter and Oliver’s Grove. At one 
time (1854) he joined a party of neighbors to search for a man 
who had set out to drive some cattle from Ten Milo to Oliver’s 
Grove. He was found some two weeks afterward about midway 
between the two groves frozen to death. The wind at that time 
had full sweep, and came sharp eud foremost over the prairies. 
Mr. Day relates that he has had many unexciting deer and wolf 
chase. lie has seen as many as one hundred deer in one herd 
in this vicinity. lie assisted in putting the roof on the first 
building erected in Paxton. This was the William Goodrich 
house previously mentioned. 

When Ford County was organized, Mr. Day became the first 
Circuit Clerk, and was again elected for a full term. 

N. B. Day relates that while out on the search for tho man 
mentioned by his brother Samuel, that an eagle of great size was 
discovered. It had been injured in some manner, and after a 
spirited chase was captured. One of the company riding a young 
horse proposed to take charge of the bird and convey it home. 
Accordingly, placing it upon the saddle before him, the company 
pursued their search. Very soon a wail of anguish from the rider 
with the eagle in charge startled every one. The flapping of the 
eagle’s wings frightened the horse and away he went over the 
prairie. The secret of the trouble was that the eagle with won¬ 
derful strength and precision had fixed his talons in his keepers 
thigh. The result was that before his grip could be loosened the 
eagle’s life had to be taken. This incident created much merri¬ 
ment, although a very painful affair to the chief actor, and for 
years afterward was related with much spirit to the new comers. 
In the autumn of 1853, while Mr. Day, Mr. Hock and Mr. 
Newlin were driving about 300 head of cattle to tho Chicago 
market, they took the more direct route by way of Kankakee. 
The old trail was by way of Ottawa. Arriving at the Kankakee 
River, they undertook to ford it. A mile up the river was a 
bridge, but the owners of the cattle, with an eye to business, had 
directed these young men to avoid crossing at the bridge, thus 
saving the toll. The cattle plunged into the river and soon the 
entire drove was swimming in a circle in the middle of the river. 
In a short time they would certainly have drowned, horns be¬ 
ing the principal things in sight. Dashing in on horseback, they 
separated a large ox from the drove and swimming their horses 
they directed this leader of the herd across the river. Looking 
back, they discovered the rest swimming after them, and soon the 
entire lot were grazing on the north bank of the river. 

Arriving in the city of Chicago, they found they had over¬ 
stocked the market by such a large drove, and they were obliged 
to bring 100 head back again. 

Benjamin 11. McClure has lived in Illinois since 1824. He 
came to Ford from McLean County in 1867, and settled near 
Drummer Grove. 

Mr. McClure resided for forty-one years on one farm, ten miles 
west of Bloomington. He states, that in the spring of 1868 the 
neighbors organized two Sabbath schools in Drummer Township. 
Mr. McClure was chosen Superintendent of the school which 
met at the Drummer Grove Schoolhouse, and Thomas Crigler of 
the Sabbath school two miles farther west. In June of the same 
year was held the first Sabbath school picnic at Drummer Grove. 

Mr. McClure is now an honored citizen of Gibson. IJis large 
family of sons and daughters have grown up to do himself and 
wife great credit. We question if anywhere can be found a 
family more uniformly respected than this one. The writer has 
often noted their attention to their parents, and the brotherly and 
sisterly feclipg toward each other. May the same kindly regard 
extend to the succeeding generations. 

George P. Lyman, of Lyman Township, says that his father 
built the first permanent house in that township on Section No. 2. 

This house was raised July 4, 1856. There were several 
temporary or pre emption shanties built the year previous. He 
thinks his father's was the only house at that time between Spring 
Creek and Oliver’s Grove, the only road or trail running through 
his farm. Land seekers and travelers came in great numbers, 
stopping over night at the Lyman homestead. This same year, 
a colony from Connecticut took up several thousands of acres in 
this immediate vicinity. This event was hailed with great joy 
by the Lyman family. Among these colonists were S. K. Mars 
ton, who afterward taught the first singing school, and his estima¬ 
ble wife was the first public school teacher in that township; E. 
L. Havens, Capt. A. C. Maxon, S. C: Burt, John T. Forbes, 
Lyman Peck, J. M. Wyman ; later came G. II. Thompson, G. 
B. Winter, II. J. Gamble and others. The first Sunday school 
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was held at the house of Mr. Peck. First preaching was by Rev. 
Bishop Hall, Methodist,and Rev. Lemuel Foster, Congregational- 
ist, and then Rev. Mr. Needham. These services were held at 
the various homes of the farmers. A aeries of meetings were 
held a year or two later, by Revs. Foster and Needham, and 
many, including nearly all the young people, united with the 
church. A Union Church was organized and continued several 
years, but finally merged into a Congregational Church. 

The principal crops in those early days wero corn and oats. 
Wheat raising proved a failure on tho new soil. 

Dr. L. B. Farrar came to the vicinity of Paxton in 1858, 
and settled on a farm, afterward becoming a resident of Paxton. 
The first physician he remembers was Dr. John Mills. Ilis 
office was in the Stites House, or City Hotel, as it was subse¬ 
quently called. There was another physician here before Dr. 
Farrar’s arrival. Ilis name wo3 Spencer, and ho was the leader 
of the “Spiritual Circle.” Shortly after that came Dr. S. II. 
Birncy, now a prominent physician at Urbana, III. In 1859, 
Dr. Philip Myers settled at Paxton, and remained several years. 
Dr. Mills staid here but a few months. Dr. Carpenter and Dr. 
Way are also named as early physicians in this vicinity. Dr. J. 
B. Randolph came {about 1862, and built up quite an extensivo 
practice. lie died in December, 1867. Dr. II. A. Kelso be¬ 
came a partner of Dr. Randolph. Their office was in a small 
• building on the lot where now stands Egnell’s cabinet shop. 
After Dr. Randolph’s death, came Dr. J. D. Wylie, who entered 
into partnership with Dr. Kelso. The firm of Kelso k Wylie 
became extensively known as successful physicians. Dr. Wylie 
died, March, 1876. Dr. S. M. Wylie, one of the leading physi¬ 
cians of Paxton, is his son. Dr. J. Y. Campbell, who settled in 
the South after the close of the war, returned to Pax ion, whero 
he is favored with a good practice. 

The Emery brothers were here for a time, about 1872 and 
1873, but remained but a brief period. Among the other physi¬ 
cians of Paxton, who have come and gone may be mentioned Drs. 
J. E. Morrison, J. F. Heritage and M. Crane. An early physi¬ 
cian and druggist was Dr. Glasner, who died at an early period of 
his usefulness. A list of the physicians of the county will be 
found elsewhere in this work. 

John R. Lewis, in his “ History of the Pan-Handle ” of Ford 
County, has recorded much of interest, and we make room for 
several extracts: 

On or about the 1st of September, 1856, a prairie fire was 
started in the south part of what is now known as Ford County, 
and the wind being from the south drove the fire over the country 
at a frightful speed, burning all tho prairie lying west of the Illi¬ 
nois Central Railroad track to what was known as Indian Tim¬ 
ber, and as far north as the Kankakee River before it could bo 
stopped. As I said, the season was very dry, and the low 
sloughs that grew a very fair quality of grass that year, con¬ 
tinued to burn for fully three months, or until the ground froze 
up in the fall. The lauds that were so badly burnt still show 
the effects of the fire. Some of these places came directly under 
the writer’s observation, and were he in the northern part of tho 
county now, ho could show places in swamps on the north half of 
Section 7, south half of Section 6, in Township 25 north. 
Range 9 east, and in a small slough in the south half of south¬ 
west quarter of Section 21, Township 26 # north, also in sloughs, 
that lie south and west of Oliver’s Grove, and near what was 
called Corn Grove, which before the fire were smooth, even 
sloughs, but are now ponds and lakes of water. The cause of 
this is that the tall grass, that at that time grew in the sloughs, 
took fire, and having so much body, burnt into the ground in 
such a manner that it settled into basins. Among these may bo 
mentioned Turtle Pond, lying south of Oliver’s Grove, and Corn 
Grove Pond, lying west of Turtle Pond. The timber in Oliver’s 
Grove, especially the down timber, was nearly all destroyed, and 
it was considered that the loss in wood that Mr. Oliver sustained 
must have run into the thousands of cords. Going further north 
to what is now known as the Vermilion Swamp, the effects of the 
fire may still be found. Before the fire, all that country from 
the county line of Ford and Iroquois Counties, in Township 28 
north, Ranges 9 and 10 east, was a large slough, which grew 
coarse but good grass, not canebrake-as it does now. In this 
place the fire burnt holes in the ground fully threo feet deep and 
for several years after no grass or anything green grew there. 

Before the fire, large herds of deer could be seen grazing 
quietly on tho prairies, but these beautiful animals wero now 
driven to other localities, and deer meat was scarce. 

The Presidential election in the fall of 1856 caused very 
little excitement in our settlement. The voting place was full 
twenty-five miles distant at Prairie City, now Paxton, and the 
few settlers who were eligible to vote did uot take the trouble to 
go to the polls. At that time tho only voters in the Pan Handle 
were M. Parsons, Dr. Marshall, John R. Lewis, T. W. Pope, 
M. Faddling, Dr. DeNorinandy. 

This spring was noted for the large influx of new settlers, 
and carpenters who came on to build their houses for them, among 
the latter I remember Elisha and Nathaniel Sherman, of Onarga, 
and Mr. Needham. These three had others helping them, and 
it was with difficulty that they found boarding places. Among 
the first of the new settlers who camo were Messrs. Samuel 
and Michael Cross. These began putting up a house on the 
northwest quarter of the northwest quarter of Section 4, Town¬ 
ship 26, Mr. Needham superintending the work. They boarded 
with John R. Lewis and traveled four miles morning and evening 
to and from their work. Soon after theso came, which was in 
April, it was discovered that a house was being built on the 
northeast quarter of the northeast quarter of Section 20, for a 
family from Philadelphia, Penn., named McKinney. The next 
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house to be built was for Mr. Ira Z. Congdon on the northeast 
corner of Section 32. Mr. Congdon came from near New Lon¬ 
don, Conn., along with what was known as the “ Connecticut 
settlers,” mention of whom will be made hereafter. A little to 
the west of Mr. Congdon, on the same section, Mr. Wallace W. 
Wicks commenced improving a farm, but did not build on it Mr. 
Aaron Scofield built on the west half of the southwest quarter 
of Section 30, and at the same time Mr. Conrad Volp put up a 
house on the southeast quarter of Section 10. 11c came from 

near Albany, N. Y., amt brought with him his three youngest 
sons, George, Henry and Christopher, the oldest son, Charles, 
having come out tho summer before and tuken up his abode with 
A. J. Bartlett. 

All these settlers were near each other, but a few began to 
arrive and take up land in the northern townships, which seemed 
to us at that time quite a long way off. The first of these was 
Mr. Robert Hall, who came from New York State. He had 
purchased a large tract of land from the I. C. Railroad Company, 
aud built his house on the southwest corner of Section 28, Town¬ 
ship 27, and soon after a young man from near Boston, Mass., 
put in an appearance, anil commenced to build a small house on 
Section 22. He had no family and “kept bach.” Ilis name was 
Henry Atwood. A little later in the summer, Mr. Joseph Davis, 
from Ohio, settled on the northwest quarter of the southwest 
quarter of Section 6, in Township 26. Most of these settlors 
arrived in time to break up some land and put it into corn. 

I will now go back to the time the Connecticut settlement, of 
which I have spoken, was organized. 

During tho winter of 1855-56, an organization was effected 
by a few citizens in and around New London in the State of Con¬ 
necticut, under the namo of the Working Man’s Settlement As¬ 
sociation, with the following-named persons as members: 

W. A. Babcock, President; R. A. Ilungerford, Secretary; 
S. K. Marston, Treasurer; M. E. Morgan, E Marston, B. F. 
Field, Urbane Havens, Ira Z. Congdon, R. R. Piersons, Rev. 
P. J. Williams, Georgo B. Clark, J. II. Lester, S. P. Avery, W. 
II. Benlly, Sidney A. Morgan, Theophilus Morgan, B. N. 
Marston, William Applery, James S. Maxon, C. A. Marston, E. 
F. Havens, W. S. Larkin, Gil R. Laplace, D. T. Hutchinson, 
James Miller, Robert Eccclston, U. S. Bossic, II. C. Dennis, E. 
C. Morgan, John Isham. 

In September, 1856, the first permanent settlers belonging 
to the colony arrived, among them being S. K. Marston, K. F. 
Havens, Georgo Clark, M. E. Morgan, S. P. Avery, T. and A. 
Morgan, D. T. Hutchinson, R. Eccleston and R. R. Pearsons. 
While passing through Chicago, they purchased 100,000 foot of 
lumber for building purposes, and had it shipped to Onarga, to 
which place they were all bound. 

In April and May, 1857, all these settlers moved onto their 
lands in the Pan Handle, and began making improvements. 

Some time in June, it was suggested by E. F. Havens that we 
all take baskets on the Fourth of July, go to School Section 
Grove, have & good timo, ami properly celebrate the birthday of 
our national liberty. All were pleased with the idea, and each 
one did his or her best to make it a success. 

The eventful day at last arrived, ami we all assembled at the 
grove. When the baskets wore opened, Mrs. M. F. Chenney 
created quite a sensation by producing an immense pan of baked 
pork ami boans. Others brought roast turkey, chickens, frosted 
cakes and other delicacies, but all these fine dishes wero given the 
cold shoulder, each one longing for a dish of the dear old familiar, 
homely, baked beans. 

There wore 110 persons present, men women and children, 
and every one seemed surprised that there were so many people 
near them, and rejoiced in the feeling that they were not alone 
in the boundless wilderness. 

In the summer of this year, tho T. P. k W. railroad was 
built through the Pan Handle, the line being located near the 
north edge of Township 26, running almost due cost and west, 
and a long side track was laid on the north half of Section 2. At 
this time, there were no settlers near the railroad, and a little to 
the west of the side track there was a big slough that completely 
cut off all communication from the west. East of the side track, 
there were no settlers within the boundary of the Pan Handle. 
The motive of the railway company in building the side track in 
such a place was beyond the comprehension of any of the settlers, 
but it was soon learned that there was to be a town there called 
Brcnton—now Piper City. 

There were regular meetings and Sabbath schools at the res¬ 
idence of some one of the settlers in Town 26, during the sum¬ 
mer and fall of this year. These meetings were principally con¬ 
ducted by Mr. A. McKinney, Robert Hail and Henry Atwood. 
Mr. Hall was Superintendent of the Sabbath school, and was a 
faithful worker. The bouses where services wore held wero A. 
McKinney’s, R. Hall’s, J. E. Davis’, Dr. Elias T. Hahn’s and 
A. J. Bartlett’s. The singing was led by Mr. M. Cross, with a 
flute. The meetings were well attended, and I believe much 
good was done by them. 

In Township 25, meetings were held at the homes of F. M. 
Wyman, S. K. Marston and Mr. Lyman, until the new school- 
house was built, of which I shall speak hereafter. These meet¬ 
ings wero noted for the excellent singing, in which Mr. aud Mrs. 
Marston took an active interest, both being fine musicians. 

At these meetings no sect or isin was recognized. The peo¬ 
ple assembled to worship God, anil few cared what particular de¬ 
nomination his neighbor belonged to. 

At this time, the early settlers wero much concerned about 
money matters. The money in circulation was in the shape of 
bank hills, or notes, as they were called. Many of tho hanks had 
no money with which to redeem their nous, and when this hi«*f. 
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became known, of course the notes depreciated in value, and 
many persons lost considerable sums of money from this cause. 
In fact, no one knew whether the notes he held were good for 
anything or not. 

The winter of 1857-58 was rather unsteady. There was not 
much frost, and the snow that occasionally fell in great quanti¬ 
ties soon thawed off. The roads were about half frozen, which 
made hauling wood for fuel an impossibility, and many of the 
settlers got badly discouraged. 

At this time tea and coffee were almost unknown among the 
8611101*8. In fact the only coffee used was made out of browned 
corn, sweetened with a kind of rough molasses made from sorghum. 
This was first introduced by Mark Parsons in the spring of 
1857, at which time he received from Mr. J. 0. Norton, of Wash¬ 
ington, D. C.. two or three packages of the seed. This he sowed, 
carefully harvesting the seeds produced from it, and making the 
juice from the stalk into molasses. 

The Pan Handle was at this time infested with wolves and 
badgers. They abounded mostly in Township 27, where they 
seemed to make their headquarters. The badgers were most fre¬ 
quently found on Section 11, where there is a long sand ridge 
known as “ Mount Thunder,” and to this point hunters frequent¬ 
ly went, and a number of these animals were killed. 

The winter of 1859-60 was dry and cold, not much snow 
fell, and the com which was light, was gathered before the 
ground froze, and a quantity of fall plowing was done. 

This winter surprise parties became quite fashionable, and 
notwithstanding the fact that the settlers lived long distances 
apart, were well attended. Sociables were also in order, and a 
company often came over from Onarga, bringing good music with 
them. 

We have now come to one of the most uneventful years in 
the early settlement of the Pan Handle, and of 1860 there is 
little to record. 

Spring commenced early, and the small grain was mostly in 
by the end of March. Fine rains set in in April, and everything 
was lovely. It will be remembered by the first settlers that the 
ground squirrels were very annoying this year. They would 
Follow the planter, and root the com out of the hills from one 
end of the field to the other. 

The principal trading point of the settlers north of the south 
line of Town 26, was Chatsworth, and all south of this line went 
to Onarga. 

Regular religious services were had in the Marston School- 
house, in Town 25, every Sabbath, conducted by Mr. Foster and 
Mr. Needham, one on one Sunday and the other on the next. 
The Sabbath school was conducted with Saul C. Burt as Super¬ 
intendent, and G. B. Winters as teacher of the Bible class, and S. 

K. Marston of the other scholars. This school was noted for its 
Bible discussions, conducted principally by Messrs. Winters and 
Wyman, and sometimes by S. C. Burt. 

The Sunday school in the northern township was held at the 
homes of A. McKinney, Robert Hall and a few other houses. 
Mr. Hall was Superintendent and A. McKinney teacher of the 
Bible class. Mr. Hall was an active worker in the Sabbath 
school, and taught one of the younger classes. 

As a rule, Sunday was strictly observed by the entire settle¬ 
ment, and it was a rare thing to see any one doing any work on 
that day. 

This year, 1860, the money in the county began to fail. The 
Collectors of the different townships had been taking the Illinois 
bank’s shin-plaster bills, and when they came to settle with the 
Auditor, they found that nothing but gold would bo accepted, and 
the consequence was that the school funds were greatly reduced. 
Before the Collectors began their work, the Board of Supervisors 
had ordered that the moneys of certain banks named should be 
accepted in payment, but before the day of settlement arrived, 
these banks had suspended then money was worthless. 

Upon the settlement of tho Collectors, the Board of Super¬ 
visors convened and caused the deficiency to be properly propor¬ 
tioned among the different funds as fairly as possible. 

This fall, the price of all kinds of country produce went 
away down. Oats sold for 7 or 8 ’cents per bushel, spring wheat 
for from 80 to 40 cents, good dressed hogs for from $1.50 
to $2 per 100 pounds, and everything else that farmers had to 
sell was down in the same way. 

The following is a list of names of those who went from the 
Pan Handle to fight for the preservation of the Union : 

Returned safely—A. S. Bavuse, Fred Foot, Henry Phelps, 
R. A. Pope, Rob Ferris, Jacob Brown, Ed Kent. Mr. Stone- 
back, James Feeley, H. Eccleston, D. Kingsley, Morris Burt, 
John Havens, Ed Havens, Albert Holmes and S. B. Lyman. 

Killed or missing—Thomas Hahn, Joseph Law. 

Some of those enlisted in Company F, Twenty-fifth Regiment 
Infantry, under Capt. R. VV. Andrews, others went into the 
Cavalry in Company M, Ninth Regiment, Capt. E. R. Knight. 
All who went from the Pan Handle in these companies, were 
credited to Iroquois County, as residents from that point. 

I must now go back to 1858 and give your readers an ac¬ 
count of how we that year celebrated the Fourth of July in Beset 
Grove. 

About 400 people were present, and wc had a grand good 
time. Addresses were delivered by E. L. Gibson, G. B. Winter, 
G. II. Thompson and other local talent. The Prairie Glee Club, 
led by S. K. Marston, discoursed excellent music, and Seth Tur¬ 
ner, the Captain of S. Iv. Marston’s ox team, helped to enthuse 
us with his rhymes. 

This season (1864), the price of com and other products ran 
up pretty high. Corn was sold for 60 cents per bushel, and 
some farmers who held theirs over, got as much as 85 cents. Oats 


sold for from 40 to 50 cents per bushel, and barley ran up to I 
$2.50. This year, Peter Van Antwerp had sowed quite a large 
patch of barley, and raised sixty bushels to the acre. This he 
sold for $2.50 per bushel. 

Rev. Charles Granger, of Button Township, writes: “ The 

writer and a few others organized what is now called the Con¬ 
gregational Church of Christ at Paxton, a few months after its 
organization at a village called Prospect City. The church was 
named the Union Church of Christ of the Middle Fork of the 
Vermilion River. With that name the church assisted in organ¬ 
izing and joined the Illinois Central East Association of Congre¬ 
gational ministers. Within a year after its organization, the 
writer (the first minister of the church) instituted a series of re¬ 
ligious meetings, which the Head of the church approved by a 
powerful outpouring of the Holy Spirit. After laboring about 
four years, the writer gave up the charge because of ill health. 
Shortly thereafter, the church changed its name to Congrega¬ 
tional. Although the Methodists had a class and week-day 
preaching, the Union Church instituted the first regular Sabbath 
preaching.” 

In May, 1854, Robert Blackstock, journeying from his home 
in Indiana westward, passed through what is now Ford County, 
and found a Methodist Episcopal society at Trickel Grove. 

Services were held in John Dops’ log cabin, which afterward 
became the William Walker homestead, in Button Township. On 
careful inquiry, he found this to be the first and at that time the 
only Methodist Episcopal society in the present county of Ford. 
It was organized in 1848, being the northwest appointment of 
the Danville Circuit. A history of the Methodist Church appears 
elsewhere in this work. Many of the facts, especially as to early 
events, were furnished by Mr. Blackstock. 

It is related of Rev. W. H. H. Moore, who was on this cir¬ 
cuit in 1855, that a Yankee clock-peddler, passing through this 
new settlement, had stopped over night at a house at Trickel 
Grove, where religious services were to be held on the following 
day. Having displayed his clocks in the largest room, and, to 
show their time-keeping qualities, had carefully wound and set 
them. When the preacher was in the midst of his sermon, the 
services being held in the “clock-room,” these clocks began their 
work of noting the hour of twelve. All the fervor and eloquence 
of the frontier itinerant were not sufficient to hold the attention 
of his congregation, and it is feared that the labors of that day 
were in vain. 

Mr. Blackstock says that in 1862 was held the first Sunday 
school convention for Ford and Iroquois Counties. This conven¬ 
tion was held on a Sabbath day in the freight depot at Loda. 
The active participants were tho resident ministers of Paxton and 
Loda, Mr. Weaver, Mr. Search and others. 

Some two years later, a similar convention was held at the 
court house in Paxton. 

We are indebted to Edgar N. Stevens for the following items 
compiled from the files of the Paxton Record: 

The first number of the Paxton Record was published Feb¬ 
ruary 9, 1865, by N. E. Stevens, with D. S. Crandall associate 
editor. The office was in a building which is now a part of the 
residence of John McMurray, just south of the old Patton Block. 
The building was small and the office unpretentious, but of ample 
size to meet the demands of tho town. It has grown steadily 
ever since, keeping pace with the demand for good work and ex¬ 
perienced workmen. 

Among the first items of interest we notice was this : About 
the first of March, 1865, the Legislature passed an act incorpor¬ 
ating the town of Paxton. 

On Thursday, May 4, of the same year, the mammoth grain 
warehouse of Buck k Hall, was destroyed by fire. The loss 
was $14,000; insurance, $7,800. 

In the spring of 1865, the town was in a prosperous condition 
and many new buildings were erected, among them the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, tho basement of which was used for a Young 
Ladies’ Seminary, conducted by Mrs. Buckland. In June, of 
that year, there were the following number of business houses in 
the town: Five dry goods and groceries, three grocery stores, 
one warehouse, one flouring mill, two lumber yards, two drug 
stores, one printing office, one dentist, five physicians, four law- 
era, one hardware store, one land agency, one furniture ware- 
ouse, one seeding machine manufactory, two hotels, one 
agricultural warehouse, one express office, one watch-maker, one 
meat market, one photograph gallery,' one nursery, two shoe, four 
blacksmith, two wagon, one gunsmith, two carpenter and one 
paint shops, one saddlery, one millinery, one sulky cultivator 
works, one real estate agency, two tobacconists, one furniture 
store, one bakery and one plow factory. 

About this time, the Mehnrry Church, four miles west of 
town, was built by the farmers. 

The corner-stone of the Congregational Church was laid with 
appropriate ceremonies, August 18, 1865. 

The 4th of July, 1865, was celebrated at Ten Mile Grove, by 
a large concourse of citizens and Sunday school children. There 
was also a celebration at Trickel Grove. 

R. S. Buckland, while on a tour of observation in Missouri, 
June 18, 1865, accidentally shot himself. His remains were 
buried in the old cemetery. He was a prominent and enterpris¬ 
ing citizen of Paxton. 

A division of the organization known as the Grand Army of 
the Republic was formed at Paxton in October, 1866. 

The United Presbyterian Church, a large edifice capable of 
accommodating 600 persons, was dedicated March 11, 1867. 

Pells* block, a three-story brick building with fifty feet front, 
was completed in the summer of 1867. It was built by W. H. 
Pells, and was destroyed by fire in the year 1874. 


On tho 6th of November, 1867, the citizens, legal voters of 
Ford County, gave an overwhelming majority in favor of taking 
$112,000 stock in the Lafayette, Bloomington k Mississippi 
Railway. 

Clark’s block, an elegant three-story brick building, 50x80 
feet, and 45 feet in height, was finished in the fall of 1867. R. 
Clark, of Paxton, was and is the owner. 

The fall of 1867 was remarkable for the heavy sales of real 
estate made by local dealers. One firm in Paxton sold 9,000 
acres within thirty days. The sales of the same firm, for the 
five weeks ending’December 5, aggregated 14,603 acres. 

The number of inhabitants added to the county during the 
year ending July 1, 1867, was 1,750. 

The first seven days of May, 1868, will long be remembered 
on account of the unprecedented amount of rain. The meteor¬ 
ological report shows that amount was 3.57 inches, almost as 
much as for any month during the preceding four months. The 
storms were accompanied by thunder and lightning, the pyro¬ 
technic display being most beautiful and magnificent. 

A hurricane passed over Paxton Tuesday, May 26, 1868, 
stripping the steeple from the United Presbyterian Church. This 
was the finest church edifice in the citv, and the spire was beauti¬ 
fully proportioned to the building, 'fhe damage resulting there¬ 
from was estimated at about $1,100. 

Paxton was visited by a heavy fire on Monday, January 18, 
1869. The fire broke out in a building occupied by Travis, Hall 
k Co., as a hardware store, the second story being occupied by 

L. A. Dodd os a dwelling. The losers were Travis Hall k Co., 
hardware dealers, $1,100; interest in building, $1,400; no insur¬ 
ance ; L. A. Dodd, household goods, $500, insured; interest in 
building, $1,000, uninsured; 5. L. Day, interest in building, 
$1 ,000, uninsured; J. McCormick, druggist, loss on building, 
$3,000, insured fpr $1,500; loss on stock, $500; N. A. Hall, 
restaurant, damage on stock, $200; Mrs. S. S. Lantz, daguerre- 
otype gallery, loss on stock, $300, insured; loss on household 
goods, $200; Scott k McDaniel, dry goods, loss on building, 
$2,000; insured for $1 ,500; Masonic Lodge, on furniture, $200 ; 
C. H. Wyman, on building, $2,000, with no insurance. The 
origin of the fire was unknown. The advantage of brick over 
wood as a building material was demonstrated in the case of 
Polls’ block, which escaped comparatively unscathed, though 
subjected to an intense heat. 

On the 27th of March, excavations had been commenced for 
the foundations of five brick buildings to occupy the site of those 
destroyed by fire. 

The engineer corps, engaged in running the line of tho L., B. 
k M. Railroad through Paxton, arrived March 23, 1870, under 
charge of Col. Morgan. 

The assessment returns of Ford County, for the year 1870, 
amount to $2,037,762. The number of acres under cultivation 
were, of wheat, 8,645; com, 50,202; other field products, 
12,969. 

Enterprise was the name of a village platted in Township 27 
(Drummer), at the crossing of the L.. B. k M. and G., C. k S. 
Railroads, by J. B. Lott, in November, 1870. The location was 
favorable as to commercial facilities and the name of the village 
has since been changed to Gibson City. It is now ono of the 
most flourishing towns of the county. As its original name im¬ 
plies, Gibson City is remarkable for its enterprise and thrift. It 
is the second town in the county in size and population, is pro¬ 
vided with gas-light, has good sidewalks, telephone connection 
with Saybrook and Bloomington, and other modern improve¬ 
ments. 

Following is the population of Ford County by towns as 
obtained by N. E. Stevens in the census of 1870 : 


Paxton (corporation).1,320 

Patton. 1,785 

Button. 634 

Dix... 637 

Drummer. 008 

Sullivant. 181 

Peach Orchard. 833 

Walt. 647 

Lyman. 679 

Brenton. 765 

Piper Pity (corporation). 307 

Pella. 545 

Mona. 34*2 

lingers. 581 

Total.9,214 


A destructive storm of sleet visited Paxton and vicinity from 
the 12th to the 14th of January, 1871. Every building, fence 
and tree was encased in an icy coat of mail nearly an inch in 
thickness. Scarcely a building escaped damage from leakage to a 
greater or less extent. The greatest loss sustained was to fruit 
and shade trees, some of those from four to five inches in diame¬ 
ter being either broken off entirely or stripped of their limbs. 

The Paxton Flax Mill was built in the summer of 1871. The 
main building is 108x30 feet. 

M. L. Sullivant finished husking his corn for 1871 on the 
29th day of February, 1872. His crop aggregated 450,000 
bushels. Mr. Sullivant was at that time proprietor of Burr 
Oaks farm, comprising some 42,000 acres. 

The last rail of the Lake Erie k Western Railway was laid 
February 22, 1872. 

Kirk’s Station, Clarence Post Office, was established in May, 
1872, on the line of the L., B. k M. Railway, about six miles 
east of Paxton. 

A terrible railroad accident was the cause of much sorrow in 
Paxton and vicinity June, 1872. On the 17th of that month, 
a construction train ran from the track and four men were 
instantly killed and twenty-two injured. Two of the latter died 
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soon thereafter. The Coroner's jury returned a verdict in 
accordance with these facts. 

Independence Day, 1872, was celebrated in the Court House 
park. There was a large concourse of people present, and the 
usual oration, toasts, music, etc., were indulged in. There was a 
display of fireworks at night. 

The first annual fair of the Ford County Agricultural Asso¬ 
ciation was held, commencing September 24,1872. The officers 
were William Noel, President; M. L. Sullivant and F. T* Putt, 
Vice Presidents ; George Wright, Treasurer; J. J. Simons, Re¬ 
cording Secretary; N. E. Stevens, Corresponding Secretary; 
John Bodley, Superintendent 

October 29, 1872, the Paxton Methodist Episcopal Church 
was dedicated, the sermon being delivered by Rev. A. P. Mead. 
The church had been occupied for a number of years, but at this 
time extensive repairs and improvements had been completed. 

In October, 1872, a car-load of scrapers, plows, etc., was un¬ 
loaded at Paxton, to be used in grading the Paxton & Danville 
Railroad. 

October 27, 1872, at the union services. Rev. W. M. Richie 
was installed as pastor of the Paxton United Presbyterian 
Church. The sermon was preached by Rev. J. D. Whitham, of 
Rankin. The resident pastors, Revs. I. Brundage, W. D. Best 
and J. L. McNair, assisted in the services. 

The work of drilling an artesian well was begun in 1878. 
During the progress of the work many curious bits of wood were 
drawn up which were, no doubt, buried in these strata sges upon 
ages ago. The well proved a failure, and after boring over 2,700 
feet, tho work was abandoned; not, however, until it had bur¬ 
dened the city with a debt of some $18,000. 

The Presbyterian Church is a frame building, 42x68 feet, with 
vestibule, and is of the gothic order of architecture. The main 
audience room is twenty-eight feet high, and frescoed in Corinth¬ 
ian style. The interior presents a very pleasing appearance. 
The cost of the edifice was about $7,500. The dedication took 
place on the 13th of July, 1873. Rev. Dr. Bailey preached the 
dedicatory sermon, and at the services some $2,500 was sub¬ 
scribed toward liquidating a debt of about $2,750 which rested 
on the building. 

ELEVATIONS in FORD COUNTY. 


wmt, 


El era! ion of Lake Michigan above sea level . 

Elevation above Lake Michigan : 

— 

.. 209 



. 169 

Melvin . 


. 220 

Robert* „„ ,-- T ___-.. 


. 192 

Kemptnn....... 


. 147 

fUwrj...... 


. 120 

Cairo, above Gulf of Mexico . 

Cairo, below Lake Michigan . 


........ 334 

........ 276 


STATISTICS. 

taxm rom 1800. 


Kind of Tax. Amount. 

State. *4,8*24 02 

State School. 1.840 01 

County. 3,220 OO 

Special County. 9*20 06 

Rond. 462 63 


yiyi of Tex. Amoust. 

School Dixtriot 1, Town 28, Ranfe 8..... 498 94 

Sobool District 2, Town 23, Range 8. 70 86 

School District 1, Town 24, Range 9.-.- 98 68 

School Dietriot 2, Town 24, Range 9..... 808 01 

Sohool District 1, Town 28, Range 10.- 122 79 

School District 8, Town 28, Range 10... 85 08 

School District 1, Town 28, Range 14. 87 76 

School District 2. Town 28, Range 14 . 106 43 

Sohool District 2, Town 23, Range 9...... 168 66 

School District 1, Town 26, Range 9... 626 97 

School District 2, Town 26, Range 9. 486 64 

School District 4, Town 25, Range 9.- 686 40 

Back taxes for 1869. 164 12 


Total taxes for 1860.....|14,006 28 

ASSMSMurr rom I860. 

Kind of property. Number. Value. 

Horses. 806 $89,616 

Cattle.1870 26,473 

Mulee. 12 640 

Sheep. 108 108 

Hoge.1188 2,721 

Value of domestic animals.. 869,467 

Indebtedness on domeslio animals........ 11,292 


Net value of domestio animals.. 858,165 

Carriages and wagons. 824 8,471 

Clocks and watches. 303 1,662 

Pianos. 4 336 

Goods and merchandise. 6,716 

Manufactured article.. 15 

Moneys And credits. 11,663 

Uni incumbered property. 18,446 


Total personal property. $105,462 

Total valuation of lands. 794.066 

Total valuation of town lots... 20,477 


Total assessed value for 1860.. $920,006 

AOntCULTtTKA L STATISTICS. 

Rind of crop. Acres. 

Wheat . 2,921 

Corn. 9,866 

Other products. 691 

£erea reported under cultivation. 12,867 

ASSXSSHKRT, 1888. 

Kind of Property. Number. Volos. 

Horses... 6,660 $211,886 

CatUe. 10,992 107,637 

Mules and asses.. 866 29.U01 

Sheep. 4,470 6,466 

Hogs. 20,608 46,810 

Steam engines. 27 4,846 

Fire or burglar proof safes.. 71 1,667 

Billiard tables, etc... 6 160 

Carriages and wagons. 2,676 88,264 

Watches and clocks...... 2,496 4,668 

Sewing machines. 1,667 7,815 

Pianofortes. 97 3,712 

Organs... 809 4,921 

Merchandise. 78,8*0 

Manufactured articles... 2,016 

Manufactured tools, etc.. 8,186 

Agricultural tools, etc. 44,688 

Gold and silver plate. 378 

Diamonds and jewelry.. 800 

Money of banks. 13,628 

Credits of banks.. 4,529 



Credits not of banks... 

Bonds and stocks...-.... 

Pawnbrokers’ property.. 

Property of corporations... 

Saloons... 

Hoosehold and offios furniture. 

Investments in real estate.. 

Grain.. . ... 

All other personal property.... 

Railroad property...... 

Km] estate... ...... 

Town and oity lots.... 


10,10V 

86,160 

1.660 

284 

4,406 

105 

42,738 

183 

68.026 

18,863 

293,325 

2,405,546 

810,822 


Total ss returned by Assessors..$3,814,142 


Aouctn/nrmAL statistics, 1882. 


Farm Crops. Areas, ISM. Bushels, 19*2. 

Corn..-Ill,893 2,674,690 

Winter wheat... 719 9,122 

Spring wheat-. 28 620 

Oats-. 40,832 898,061 

Rye. 1.430 14,094 

Barley-. 18 100 

Buckwheat.. 2 139 

Beans.. 8 25 

Irish potatoes. 562 22,982 

Apple orchard.. 2,567 

Peach orchard.. 17 

Pear orchard. 1 

Broom corn.. 60 

Hemp.. 18 

Flax. 6,966 


Timothy meadow.. 30,097 

Clover meadow.. 195 

Prairie meadow. 2,873 

Hungarian and millet.. 839 

Sorgo. 44 

Other crops.. 426 

I’asture.. 30,005 

Woodland. 1,658 

Uncultivated... 24.076 

Acres unreportsd.. 41,029 


Total sores In county.303,694 3,619,023 


population. 

1 * 00 . 1 * 70 . 1 * 80 . 

Ford County. 1,979 9,103 16,099 

rortTLATiox in 1880 bt townships. 

Brenton (including Piper City). 1,342 

Button. 846 

Dix. 1,660 

Drummer (including Gibson City). 2.383 

Lyman. 1,235 

Mona.. 744 

Patton (including Paxton). 3,139 

Peach Orchard. 747 

Pella. 860 

Rogers.. 776 

Sullivant. 717 

Wall. 746 


Total.16.099 

Population of incorporated cities and villages which are in 
eluded in the above table : Paxton, 1,725 ; Gibson City, 1,260 ; 
Piper City, 428. Since the date of said census, the following 
towns have been incorporated: Cabery, Kemp ton and Sibley. 
Since 1882, an unusual season of prosperity and growth has vis¬ 
ited the county, and especially in the principal towns, there has 
been a largo increase in population. 


VALUATION OF PROPERTY FOR 1883, AND TAXES EXTENDED THEREON. 



VALUATION OF PROPERTY AS ASSESSED AND EQUALIZED. 








TOWNSHIPS. 

Lands. 

uu. 

Personal. 

Railroad. 

Total. 

State Tax. 

County Tax. 

Town Tax. 

District School. 

District Road. 

Road and 
Bridge. 

Interest on 
County Rail¬ 
road Ronds. 

Rogers. 

$124,016 

141.710 

166,690 

187,395 

213,820 

$5,738 

3,037 

$39,695 

49,344 

32.252 

$15,668 

6,311 

$184,916 

199,402 

$593 83 
639 69 

$1,076 30 
1,158 11 


$2,360 83 
1,072 43 
1.616 17 
3,280 86 
3,258 03 

$112 38 
23 69 

$1,480 85 
1,287 90 
1,683 00 
846 43 
1,266 74 

$427 39 
460 20 

Pella. 

197,842 

684 71 

1,149 25 

$80 74 

204 64 

466 97 

Brtnton 

29,406 

11,323 

74,014 

67,952 

33,519 

83,486 

324,834 

316,680 

1,041 11 

1,016 68 

1,884 24 
1,838 66 

128 09 
695 01 

749 28 
780 80 

l.yman. 

266 09 

WaB. 

Button. 

188,620 

167,655 

8,169 

89,029 

42.670 

23,942 

227,549 

237,326 

729 62 

761 44 

1,321 22 
1,878 69 

206 69 
154 05 

1,778 07 
2,331 94 

224 39 
178 72 

1,86ft 39 
1,608 49 

626 18 
647 89 

Pooch Orchard 

114,740 

9,289 

41,346 

18,320 

183,695 

690 38 

1,068 46 

112 64 

1,977 51 

152 78 

1,837 16 

435 04 

Sullivant. 

229.860 

9,351 

56.239 

83,639 

328,089 

1,051 60 

1,904 68 1 

231 46 

4,761 40 

1,219 20 

1,969 40 

746 49 

1 Mi . 

288.670 

8,373 

89,620 

40.892 

427,665 

1,371 28 

2,482 64 j 

109 80 

4.287 61 

606 60 

3,420 92 

986 46 

Drummer.. 

308,166 

78.364 

93,713 

120 606 

000,748 

1,928 95 

8,491 66 

, 967 01 

7,721 19 

495 70; 

3,607 62 

1,388 36 

Patton.. 

326,616 

182,947 

178,069 

46,786 

733,317 

2,856 35 

4,261 36 

1,255 36 

8,423 22 

1,881 50 

4,404 02 

1 096 23 

Total.- 

$2,466,656 

| $340,987 

$792,743 

$370,967 

$3,961,363 

$12,713 49 1 

$23,014 16 

| $3,373 09 

$43,469 26 

$6,922 23 

$24,687 97 

$9,149 35 


In teres t on 
Tow nali In 
Railroad 
Honda 


$8,738 18 


2,108 91 


4,332 27 


$10,239 36 


l*Ujr and VII- 

hw*. 


Dog Tax. 


$039 33 


650 49 


2.976 56 
6,928 84 


$91 00 
77 00 
99 00 
138 00 
100 00 
104 00 
71 00 
61 00 
90 00 
130 00 
58 00 
171 00 


$10,094 21 


|$1,190 00 


Hack Taxes. 


Total Tax. 


'I 


$2,083 91 


$6,341 68 
6,21*8 94 
6.924 48 
8,707 94 
12,798 78 
0,253 66 
6,992 22 
8,403 87 
12,624 77 
13,294 28 
20,960 81 
33,059 85 


$2,683 91 


$146,537 03 


THE FORD CIRCUIT COURT. 

BT WSAVKH WHITS. 

The Legislature of the State of Illinois in the act organising 
Ford County placed it in the Eighth Judicial Circuit, and pro¬ 
vided that the Judge of said circuit should hold a term of court, 
on the organization of the county, at a place to be designated by 
the County Court. 

At this date, 1859, the counties of Logan, McLean, DeWitt, 
Champaign and Vermilion comprised the Eighth District. 

February 4, 1801, an act was passed, organizing the Twenty- 
seventh Judicial Circuit, in which were placed the counties of 
Vermilion, Champaign, Douglas and Ford. Our county re¬ 
mained in this circuit until 1867, when, on January 29, by an 
act of the Legislature, the counties of Moultrie, Shelby, Macon, 
Piatt, Fayette, Champaign and Ford were united in the Seven¬ 
teenth Circuit 

In April, 187*2, the Legislature again changed the circuit, 
placing us in the Twentieth, with the counties of Kankakee, Iro¬ 
quois and Livingston. 


Under act of the Legislature approved and in force March 
28, 1873, the State was again divided into circuits, McLean and 
Ford constituting the Fourteenth. By act June 2, 1877, in 
force July 1, 1877, the State, exclusive of Cook County, was 
divided into thirteen circuits. The counties of McLean, Ford, 
Kankakee, Iroquois and Livingston forming the Eleventh. 

The arrangement of counties under this act, together with 
tho additional Judge elected under its provisions, modo the num-' 
her of Judges in each of said circuits three. 

The following Judges have held Circuit Courts in Ford 
County: 

lions. David Davis, Charles Emerson, 0. L. Davis, James 
Steel, A. J. Gallagher, Charles II. Wood, Thomas F. Tipton, 
J. W. Cochran, 0. T. Reeves, N. J. Pillsbury, Franklin Blades, 
the three last named being the present Judges of this circuit. 

The first term of the Ford Circuit Court was held at the City 
Hotel in Paxton November 18, 1859. 

The Hon. David Davis, of Bloomington, was the Presiding 
Judge, Samuel L. Day, Clerk, Howard Case, Sheriff, and Ward 
II. Lamon, State’s Attorney. The first grand jurors were James 


P. Button, Matthew Elliott, Milton Strayer, Obadiah Campbell, 
Sidney Morgan, Solomon Burt, John B. Buell, Lcander Britt, 
Lindsey Corbley, John Brown, Leandcr Butts, John P. Day, 
Richard Bryan, John Dops, Sr., William Bryan, Robert Eggles¬ 
ton, Peter Van Antwerp, Robert N. Scovill and William Newlin. 
Petit Jurors—Charles Cloyes, Benjamin Ferris, Patrick Tor- 

n , Isaac Ilall, John R. Lewis, Henry Atwood, L. W. Henckle, 
n Swinford, Dennis Ilapper, Francis Meharry, John Rich¬ 
ardson, Charles Wall, Milton Wincland, Seth Y. Simons, Archi¬ 
bald McKinney, Jacob Titus, William Reed, Harmon Strayer, 
Jacob Tanner, Jacob Henry, Frederick T. Putt, William Pol¬ 
lock, Paul W. Cooley and A. E. Scovill. 

The court was in session four days. 

John R. Lewis, Esq., member of the petit jury, in his “ His¬ 
tory of the Pan Handle,” speaks of this term of court as fol¬ 
lows: 

“ The charge to the grand jury was made by the Judgo him¬ 
self, who also administered the oaths. In his charge, the Judge 
urged them to do their whole duty as men and jurors, and as 
they were just starting in a new county to be careful and sec 
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that all depredations committed in their neighborhood were pre¬ 
sented to the jury and returned to the court. The Judge said, 
‘rid your neighborhood of all petty thieves and law-breakers, 
and return them to this court.’ 

“ There were not many cases on the common law docket. A 
few chancery cases came up and were argued before the court. 

“ Hon. David Brier, of Bloomington, defended the location 
selected by the County Commissioners for the court house, and 
his arguments were so good that the writer fully believed ho 
would carry the day. After carefully listening to both sides, the 
court gave his opinion in the matter. In doing so, he compli¬ 
mented County Judge David Patton, saying he had been 
acquainted with him a number of years, and that his opinions as 
a lawyer were considered carefully made and well taken, but in 
this case the court must differ with him. 

44 One criminal case was tried at this term of court. It was on a 
change of venue from Vermilion County, where a man had stolon 
a kit of fish weighing fifty pounds from the railway depot at Dan¬ 
ville. In this trial, three of the jury were from the Pan Handle. 
The prisoner was very ably defended by an attorney from Dan¬ 
ville. The defense set up was that the value of the fish stolen 
was lcss than $5, and introduced witnesses to prove that this was 
the fact. One of these, Mr. Barnhouse, of Prairie City, swore 
that a kit of fish, such as the one stolen, was sold in hi9 town for 
from $1-50 to $4.75. In the cross examination, State’s Attorney 
W. H. Lamon brought out that the witness knew nothing of the 
value of fish in Danville, and as Danville was the place from 
which the fish was stolen, the Danville prico must be that at 
which it was valued. In his charge to the jury. Judge Davis 
said if they found that the prisoner was guilty, and that the fish 
stolen was valued at $5 or over, the penalty was not less than 
one nor more than five years in the penitentiary. 

“After a short consultation, the jury returned a verdict of 
guilty, and set the penalty at one year in the penitentiary. 

“ The whole business of the court was carried on more like a 
general school of instruction to a class of students than anything 
else that the writer can compare it to. A local attorney, Mr. Morse, 
who had a client, and wished to get a continuance of his case, 
had prepared an affidavit setting forth the reasons for not being 
ready for trial. In tho affidavit there was some very strong 
language used in behalf of his client, to which Judge Davis lis¬ 
tened as long as he could, but, after a little, exclaimed, 4 Tut, 
tut, tut, young man, you should never got your client to swear to 
any such thing as that. Never allow your clients to perjure 
themselves. It is the duty of an attorney to keep his client out 
of trouble, and not get him into it.’ ” 

Prior to the formation of the Fourteenth Judicial Circuit, in 
1874, the district had been so large that the Judges could not 
give the necossary time to our county to dispose of the business. 
Since said date, the business has been kept well in hand, it 
being the frequent custom when cases could not otherwise be dis¬ 
posed of, to hold night sessions. 

Judge Tipton, of Bloomington, at one time, to clear the 
docket of long-pending cases, made a custom of holding court 
until near midnight, and sometimes even later, or rather earlier. 

Our Judges have all been men of integrity, and filled their 
positions with credit to themselves and satisfaction to tho people. 

As an illustration of the confidence of the bar and litigants in 
the court, the writer recalls one term when a full week passed in 
the trial of causes, and in only one case was a jury called ; in all 
the others by agreement, jury was waived, and trial had before 
the court. 

There have been four prominent criminal cases tried thus 
far in the history of our county : 

People vs. Willis Conn, for the murder of Robert A. Miller. 

People vs. Maik Barowick, for the murder of his step-father. 

People vs. Gent Hendryx, change of venue from McLean 
County. 

People vs. James Ryan for the murder of Abe Thorp. 

The most aggravated murder committed thus far in the his¬ 
tory* of our county was that of Robert A. Miller. He was a 
farmer, well advanced in life, of quiet, kindly disposition, loved 
by his neighbors, respected by all and without a single enemy as 
far as he knew. For many years he had lived on bis farm in the 
north part of Wall Township, some seven miles northwest of 
Paxton. 

On the early morning of October 7, 1875, he took his cows 
to water to a well, some little distance from the house by the edge 
of a corn-field. 

A nephew of Miller, Willis Conn, a single man some twenty 
years of age, who lived near Rnntoul, had the afternoon of the 
day before came to Paxton and bought a revolver. After testing 
it, he procured a sufficient lunch for his supper and breakfast, and 
then went to a vacant house in the neighborhood of Robert A. 
Miller, where he spent the night. Very early in the morning, he 
had come down to his uncle’s, and had concealed himself in the 
corn just near this well, close to where he knew his victim would 
pass in watering his stock. When bis uncle had come near 
enough to gratify his murderous desire, he fired the shot with 
deadly certainty, tho ball entering the right side and penetrating 
near the heart. 

llis uncle fell mortally wounded ; but not satisfied with this 
Conn rushed up to the fallen body, and, putting the weapon close 
to the head of his victim, fired the second shot, and immediately 
disappeared. As soon as the neighbors received the alarm, and 
gathered in sufficient numbers, search w'as at once begun for the 
murderer, and a messenger sent to the Sheriff at Paxton. 

On receiving word of the tragedy, warrant was issued, and 
Sheriff Lyman started for the scene. 

About a mile out of town, he met a man afoot, who told him 
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he was the party he was looking for, and that he had shot Uncle 
Bobby Miller, and gave himself up. Conn was at onoe taken 
in custody, put in jad, and held to await his trial. 

Circuit Court sat in December, when he was indicted and his 
trial began December 9,1875, and lasted four days. A. Sample, 
State’s Attorney, was assisted by M. H. Cloud in the prosecu¬ 
tion, and the prisoner was represented by M. B. Thomson, of 
Urbana, Ill. No trouble was experienced in impaneling a jury. 
The ground of defense was insanity, which was most persistently 
presented by defendant’s counsel. The fact and circumstances 
of the killing were not disputed. A number of physicians of 
reputation testified as to the mental condition of the prisoner. 
Some to tho effect that he was wholly irresponsible for his acts, 
and others that, while at times this might be true, yet that he 
had the power to distinguish between right and wrong, and if so, 
was responsible. 

The law in regard to insanity as a defense for crime was laid 
down by the court to the jary in two instructions, which were as 
follows: 

“ The' court instructs tho jury for the people that the complete 
possession of reason is not essential to constitute the legal re¬ 
sponsibility of the offender, and although the jury may believe 
from the evidence that at the time of the act the person was not 
of sound mind; yet, if the jury believe from the evidence be¬ 
yond a reasonable doubt that the prisoner had the power to dis- I 
tinguish right from wrong, and to adhere to the right and avoid I 
the wrong as applied to tho particular act charged, then he is 
responsible to tho law for his act. 

“ The jury are instructed for the defendant, that if they be¬ 
lieve from the evidence in the case that at the time of the killing 
that said defendant was insane, and that though they may believe 
he had some idea of right and wrong; yet, if the jury believe 
from all the evidence that the defendant was driven to said act 
by an irresistible insane impulse which he was on account of 
such insanity unable to control, then, and in that case, there 
would be no such intent to commit crime a9 charged, and in that 
case the jury should find tho defendant not guilty.” 

Tho prisoner was found guilty and sentenced to tho Peniten¬ 
tiary for twenty years. His conduct and appearance during tho 
trial tended strongly to prove that he was not in his right mind. 
He sat heedless during the investigation, showing neither concern 
or fear, and save when the verdict was read in open court, did 
he seem to realize tho terrible punishment before him. He was 
promptly sentenced and taken to Joliet, but only lived to servo j 
about two years of his time. 

On December 19, 1878, Joseph Borowick, living in the south¬ 
ern part of Sullivant Township, the head of a family of Poland- 
ers, was shot and mortally wounded. 

Investigation developed the fact that they had procured a 
large quantity of liquor and taken it home, when himself and 
family had indulged very freely in its use. 

The old gentleman, while in this condition, as was his wont, 
undertook the task of whipping his wife. In the progress of the 
trouble, his step-son, Maik Borowick, became involved, and, as 
was supposed, in defense of his mother, fired the shot which 
caused the killing. 

Maik was at once arrested, sent to jail, indicted at the April 
and tried at the August term of Circuit Court, 1879, his Honor, 
Judge Reeves, presiding. 

A. Sample, State’s Attorney, prosecuted, and Judge Tipton, 
of Bloomington, defended the prisoner. 

The trial was beset with many difficulties. The chief wit¬ 
nesses were Poles and Bohemians, and being unable to speak our 
language, had to be questioned through an interpreter. The best 
interpreter that could be obtained was, in many instances, unable 
to mako the witness fully understand the questions of the lawyers, 
or obtain an intelligent answer. The evidence was entirely cir¬ 
cumstantial, and that not of the strongest class. The weather 
was extremely hot, the defendant and his mother appeared large¬ 
ly indifferent to the progress of the trial, and the public took but 
little interest in the cose. 

The trial lasted three days, and a verdict of guilty of man¬ 
slaughter was rendered, and Maik Borowick was sentenced to 
the penitentiary for a terra of five years—five days to be spent in 
solitary confinement and tho residue at hard labor. While the 
prisoner manifested no great anxiety in his trial, when it was over 
and he understood that his punishment was imprisonment and not 
hanging, he seemed very highly pleased. 

A trial that attracted a great deal of public interest was that 
of The People vs. Abram G. Hendryx. 

On April 26, 1880, in Padua Township, McLean Co.. Ill., 
Henry Stovenour and Frank Bailey were killed, and Hendryx 
was on May 5 indicted by the grand jury of McLean County 
for committing the offense. On the petition of the defendant, 
change of venue was granted to Ford County, where trial was 
had at the December term of Circuit Court, 1880, his Honor, 
Judge Reeves, presiding. 

The case was very notly contested, the people being repre¬ 
sented by State's Attorneys Porter, of McLean, and Cook, ofFord, 
County, and Gen. Schenck, of Indiana. Messrs. Tipton & Ryan, 
of Bloomington, and John R. Kinnear, of Paxton, appearing for 
the defendant. 

The trial lasted eleven days, while over two hundred wit¬ 
nesses were in attendance from McLean County. Great in¬ 
terest was manifested by the public, and crowds filled the court 
room during the progress of the trial. The plea relied on by 
prisoner’s counsel to secure acquittal was that of self-defense, 
which was urged with great ingenuity and persistency in the se¬ 
lection of the jury and during the progress of the trial. An entire 
day was occupied by counsel in presenting the case to the jury. 


The trial was concluded late in the afternoon, and the jary then 
retired. After being oat about three hours, a verdict of “ not 
guilty ” was retained, and the prisoner was discharged. The 
costs in this case to McLean County were several thousand dollars, 
and to Ford not a few hundred. 

The following gentlemen sat on the jury in this case: Ira 
W. Hand, James Boyd, Charles A. Cook, Joseph Bushnell, Will¬ 
iam II. Crowe, Fred Potts, Frank P. Newhart, James F. Ellis, 
Jacob Snider, John Clayton, Isaac Palmer and E. Atwood. 

The last homicide which our Circuit Court has been called 
upon to investigate is that of Abram Thorp. He was a young 
man and unmarried. He had lived in the vicinity of Paxton, near 
Trickel’s Grove. On Sabbath morning, September 30, 1883, hia 
dead body was found lying on the sawdust in Larkin's ice-house, 
located in the alley in rear of the St. Elmo Restaurant. He had 
apparently been killed by a severe blow on his head. 

James Ryan was at once suspected and arrested. At the 
Coroner’s inauest, it was shown that Ryan and Thorp had a diffi¬ 
culty the night previous, during which Thorp had severely bitten 
Ryan’s lip; that both men were more or less intoxicated, and 
that early Sabbath morning Ryan had said in substance that “ he 
had got even with Abe." 

On this and other evidence, he was held for the grand jury, 
and was indicted in December, but obtained a continuance until 
the April term, 1884, when his trial was hot). Tho case was 
called and jury selected on Tuesday tho 8th, and verdict was 
rendered on the following Saturday. Some thirty witnesses were 
sworn on behalf the people and about the same number for the 
defense. 

A. Sample was associated with F. L. Cook, State's Attorney, 
in the prosecution, which was most vigorous. 

The prisoner being unable to employ counsel, his Honor, 
Judge Reeves, at the term at which indictment was found, assigned 
ns his attorneys E. C. Gray and Judge Tipton, who were assist¬ 
ed on the trial by J. II. Moffett. The plea of Ryan was “ not 
guilty.” The evidence, though wholly circumstantial, satisfied 
the jury beyond doubt of the defendant's guilt. The jury retired 
on Friday afternoon, and Saturday morning returned their ver¬ 
dict, which was: “We the jury find the defendant guilty, and 
fix the term of his imprisonment in tho penitentiary at thirty- 
three years.” 

Great local interest was shown in the trial, and when the ar¬ 
guments of counsel were made the court room was filled to its 
utmost capacity. 

This was the severest penalty ever inflicted in the history of 
our county, and a majority of the jury wore in favor ot inflicting 
the death penalty. 


FORD COUNTY BAR. 

DT ALFX\XI>KIl Mc’lCLROV. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

Ex-County Judge David Patton was the pioneer lawyer of 
Ford County, having located at Ten Mile Grove, about three 
mites southwest of Paxton, in the latter part of October, 1853, 
while Ford was yet a part of Vermilion County. He was born 
in Clark County, Ky., in 1806, and emigrated to Butler County, 
Ohio, with his parents in 1810. At the age of eighteen, he 
began the study of law in the office of Oliver H. Smith, at Con- 
nersvillc, Ind., and while so engaged in his studies, taught dis¬ 
trict school in the winter season to earn money to pay his current 
expenses. In October, 1828, he was admitted to tho bar, and 
soon after commenced the active practice of his profession at 
La Fayette, Ind., where, by his natural tact and close attention 
to business, he secured ana held for ten years a large and lucra¬ 
tive practice. Frank, upright and generous in disposition, he 
was held in high esteem by tho people, and regarded ns a leading 
lawyer by his professional brethren. His ungunrded liberality, 
however, ultimately proved a snare to him financially. His 
earnings for the ten years were soon swept away in the payment 
of debts for his friends, and he was compelled to start anew 
in life. With this object in view, he turned his face and steps 
westward, and located on a choice truU of 400 acres of land at 
the Grove obove referred to. Population in his new home was 
too sparse to afford much profitable law business, and hence he 
turned his attention to farming and stock-raising, but his reputa¬ 
tion as a lawyer soon came to the ears of his new neighbors 
and friends, and he was frequently called to maintain or defend 
their rights before the local magistrates. This he did with his 
former zeal and success. Not a few of the regulars in the pro¬ 
fession could truthfully say they were completely auprised and 
often outgeneraled in these contests by this unassuming Hoosier 
farmer. To his efforts, the passage of the act of the Legislature 
creating the county of Ford, and its subsequent organization, was 
largely due. At a special election, held in June, 1859, he was 
elected Judge of the County Court by a large majority over 
his opponent Gideon Camp. William Swinford, of Trickles Grove, 
and Andrew J. Bartlett, of the Pan Handle, were chosen his 
Associate Justices. At the general elections in 1860. 1864 and 
1868, the people called him to serve them in the same responsible 
office. Before the close of bis fourth official term, the growing 
weight of years and his extensive real estate interests in Illinois ana 
other Wcstern States, convinced him that the remainder of his days 

( Contirwed on pagt 5.7.) 
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M. L.Sullivant. 

( DEC CASED.) 


M. L. SULLIVANT. 

M. L. Sullivant, second son of Lucas and Sarah (Starling) Sul¬ 
livant. was born In Franklinton, now West Columbus, Ohio, Au¬ 
gust 6,18'J7. His parents were Virginians, who, residing a short 
time in Kentucky, removed to Ohio, and were prominent in the 
early settlement of Franklin County. In 1888, Lucas Sullivan t 
died, leaving a very large estate, to be divided among his three 
sons. 

Michael L. Sulllvant was educated at Ohio University, and 
Centre College, Ky. At an early age he manifested a great pref¬ 
erence for rural affairs, and after completing his education, set¬ 
tled upon the fine estate he had inherited at Columbus, Ohio, and 
became a stock-grower and grazer. He was one of the originators 
of the Ohio Stock Importing Company; also one of the movers in 
organizing the Ohio State Board of Agriculture; was twioe its 
President, and as long as he resided in Ohio! was active in pro¬ 
moting its agricultural interests. 

In October, 1858, Mr. Sulllvant first visited Illinois, and 
at once appreciating the value of its rich prairie lands, pur¬ 
chased within a period of three or four years, about 30,000 
acres, located principally in what are now the counties of Cham¬ 
paign, Ford and Livingston. In 1855, he began his first improve¬ 
ment in Illinois at Broadlands, Champaign County, and to this 
place removed his family from Columbus, Ohio, in April, 1881. 
Meeting with reverses, he sold the remainder of his property in 
Ohio, and in 1866 the farm at Broadlands, containing 88,000 acres, 
and retired to his larger estate of Burr Oaks In Ford County, con¬ 
taining 40,000 acres in the spring of 1887. 

After some preliminary improvements that year, he began 
work in 1888, with 1,000 acres of ooro. The year following 5,000 
were planted, and the acreage was yearly increased until in 1878, 
he had under cultivation 18,000 acres of corn, besides extensive fields 
of oa ts and hay. At this time, much other work had been done— 
850 miles of Osage Orange hedge had been set out and cultivated, 
over 100 miles of ditching done, extensive farm buildings and shops 
erected, roads laid out and graded, a nursery of fruit and ornamen¬ 
tal trees started, etc. Mr. Sullivant systematized a comprehensive 
plan for the management of his labor, and strict and elaborate ac¬ 
counts were kept of every expenditure, and showing each day’s 
work, whether done by man or beast 

An account published of a visit to Burr Oaks in the autumn of 
1878, says: * Here, often under great discouragement, but with an 
indomitable will and untiring energy, Mr. Sullivant has been work¬ 
ing out his great schemes on the prairies of Illinois, noted there, 
as in Ohio, for broad views and a genial and generous hospitality. 


I took a ride of twenty miles through the corn-fields, and was sur¬ 
prised to see the great improvements made since my former visit 
in 1868, and stood almost in admiration alongside the huge ricks of 
hay containing 8,500 tons. 

“ With a herd of the finest blooded, Durham cattle, 500 mules and 
horses, wagons, farming implements and machinery in proportion, 
and employing on an average 800 men. Mr. Sullivant has estab¬ 
lished the claim of being the most extensive and enterprising 
farmer in the United States. His operations have attracted atten¬ 
tion as well in Europe, as America.” 

An article published in Harper’s Weekly, September, 1871, gave 
a number of sketches, and a long and interesting description of 
“ Burr Oaks Farm.” 

The financial crisis of 1878 rained many, and was the begin¬ 
ning of a series of embarrassments that culminated five yean 
later In the complete blotting- out' of Mr. Sullivant’s great un¬ 
dertaking. In addition to $100,000 of his own capital, he had bor¬ 
rowed from time to time additional sums, expecting that the land 
brought under cultivation would, in three years, pay expenses and 
repay portions of these loans, but the crops failed, only one out of 
several realizing an average yield. 

Still sanguine of success in the end, Mr. Sullivant continued 
cultivating the land, and making improvements, and upon the com¬ 
pletion of the railroad through the farm, built large hay barns at 
the station for pressing and storing hay, and the summer of 1874, 
erected an elevator, at a ooet of $80,000, furnishing it with a fifty 
horse-power engine, and shelters of large capacity, which is yet 
ranked one of the best between Chicago and St. Louis. The very 
promising crop of 1874, was a failure from a severe drought; 1875 
was disastrous, while 10 per cent semi-annual interest had added 
largely to the original loans. In 1878, Mr. Sullivant offered the 
entire farm for sale, and laid obt the town at the station. A few 
farms were sold and a few lots, but real estate was at its lowest 
point in value, and the few sales made, availed nothing to relieve 
the situation. 

In March, 1877, he made an assignment, no longer able to 
stem the tide against him, ill health adding its weight to financial 
troubles. 

In January, 1878, Mr. Sullivant became dangerously ill, and 
though better at times, never recovered; the summer of this year 
was one of hopeless anxiety for himself and family, and in October 
there was a public sale of all its property. Mr. Hiram Sibley, of 
Rochester, N. Y., was his largest creditor, and by this sale became 
the possessor of 17,641 sores of Burr Oaks Farm, the personal pro¬ 
perty, the town with its elevator and several other buildings, and 
the homestead, the Equitable Trust Company and others taking 
the balance of the estate, comprising 14£00 acres. With sorrow no 


words can express, Mr. Sullivant saw the utter wreck of his life¬ 
long labors and cherished plana, himself left without an acre of 
his once princely domain. He remained at Burr Oaks during No¬ 
vember and December, but left to visit his daughters residing in 
Kentucky, in January, never to return. He died suddenly, Jan¬ 
uary 88,1878; his remains were taken to Columbus, and buried at 
Green Lawn Cemetery, January 81. The Cincinnati GhuvtU, after 
referring to a previous notice of his death, said: “ Mr. Sullivant be¬ 
longed to a family of considerable distinction. He acquired 
distinction long ago, by his broad views on agriculture, for his re¬ 
markable enterprise, and for ideas and plans which have effected so 
much to the cause of agriculture in this State. Had he chosen 
some other occupation, his enterprise, strength of character, intel¬ 
lect and tenacity of purpose would have made him one of the moot 
prominent men of his time. As it is, he is known as a fanner who 
operated on the moot gigantic scale, as a man who sought to make 
farming a business rather than an occupation, and who sought to 
introduce into farming the same business principles that control 
ail large enterprises in the commercial world. He bore the same 
relation to farming that Stewart did to the dry goods trade.” 

In politics, Mr. Sulllvant was a Republican, but took no active 
interest, not even when his name was proposed by his friends in 
the county as a candidate for nomination to the Illinois Legis¬ 
lature. While stool lege, he united with the Presbyterian Church, 
and remained connected with that church up to the time of 
his death. He was not given to effusive profession of religion 
of charity, but was well known for continued acts of benevolenoe 
wherever he resided. In manner he was kind and oordlal, and in 
many ways contributed to the pleasures of his employes. To his 
family, Mr. Sulkivant was affectionate and indulgent, and to his 
latest moment possessed their enthusiastic devotion. He was twioe 
. married, in 1887, to Mias Sarah McDowell, daughter of Joseph Mc¬ 
Dowell, of Danville, Ky, who died December 10,1844, leaving one 
son and three daughters; and in 1854, to Miss Fanny Trilles, 
daughter of Luther Triiles,of Bedford, Ohio. Mrs. Fanny-Sul¬ 
livant with her son and two daughters continue to reside upon 
what was once a part of the Burr Oaks estate. 

* We cloee this brief history of a long and evefitful life, the last 
years of which were passed in Ford Count,. Mr. Sullivanfs la¬ 
bors will perhaps be more filly appreciated years henoe than now, 
when its inhabitants consider how, as a pioneer, be bravely met 
and conquered great difficulties. 

His old township still bears his name, though the name of the 
station has been changed, but the visitor who rides for miles along 
the highways of the old estate bordered by hedges, and sees long 
lines of trees planted by his direction around many forty-acre 
tracts, and others for shade and ornament along the streets of the 
station and prominent points at the place, will not tail to realise 
that he did much for his successors. 

His whole lift was devoted to agriculture, first in Ohio, his na¬ 
tive State, after in Illinois, the State of his adoption, in whose 
rapid growth and progress he took a jut and enthusiastic pride, 
and lastly in Ford County, where he was known in the early 
days of its history, as well by his prosperity as later by his mis¬ 
fortunes. 
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MISCELLANEOUS STATISTICS 



FOREIGN i RACE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


POPULATION IN 1880. 

Native and Foreign-White and Colored. 


VALUATION AND INDEBTEDNESS. 

Census or 1880. 


Year Kepi wo Jure 80. 


DOMESTIC KXPCSTB 

Breadstuff*. including wheat . 

Coal, bituminous and other. 

Coin and bullion. 

Cotton, raw. 

Cotton, manufactures of. . —. 

H Ides and *k Ins. other thun furs . 

India rubber and guttapercha manufacture*. 
Iron, bar. . 


f2T7n.3K.5l* 
S.Kll.tSO 
UJW.IH4 
S47,aa&.:i« 
13.57 1.3*7 

900.404 

400.634 
K3.7U9 
117.721 
40.246 
11.170.138 
8B.7I0 
7.1*3.714 
848.817 
37.088.7*4 
161. MX JEM 
2.7W.43H 
2.018.9(0 
Ml 
19* M 
i».7»n 
08.915 
1* »w«. :u : 
1WJ5I7 
I87.8RW.4M 

mjm 

116.6:16.57* 
775.409.665 
(•vJ.9B6.W47 


AMEflSED VALUATION. 


Foreign. Whit*. Colored. 


6,8711,9431 4;i,4CtT,W7« I 


CO.l5&,7iO 

49.371.340 


UNITED STATES.. 

THE STATES. 

Alabama . 

Arkansas. 

California. 

Colorado . 

Connecticut. 

Delaware. . 

Florida. 

Georgia. 

lUlnols 

Indiana. 

Iowa.. 

Kansas 

Kentucky. 

Loulslann . 

Maine. 

Mur)'land 

Massachu<H*tis. 

Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Mississippi. 

Missouri.. 

Nebraska . 

Nevada. 

New Hampshire. 

New Jersey. 

New York.. 

North Carolina . 

Ohio. 

Oregon.. 

Pennsylvania. 

Khndo Island. 

South Carolina. 

Tennessee . 

Texas. 

Vormont. 

Virginia... 

West Virginia- 

Wisconsin. . .. 

TERRITORIES. 

Arizona. 

Dakota. 

District of Columbia 

Idaho.. 

Montana. 

New Mexloo_ 

Utah. 

Washington. . ... 


DoUnrt. 
2S.406.M0 
10.724.170 
4,362,188 
MJB8JM 
BM1N 
88,001,861 


Dollar*. 
62,1=2,474 
4S.0C2.067 
IfJTUJM 
478J96.730 
01.312.214 
9 MM.HW 
75fi.W9.746 


Dollar* 
173. *58.242 
185,733,124 
71.486.ffi8 
1.111.160.072 
1M.224.4M 


MEW ENGLAND STATES. 

Maine. 

New Hampshire. 

Vermont. 

Massachusetts. 

Rhode Island. 


*.*7* 
140,427 
10.291 
lUtjsjn 
43,108 
6.423,982 
709jOM 
40,996.136 

wtjan m 

3.072.968 
2.454.2)0 
-'.095.229 
191.947 
189.201* 
77.280 
28.798.708 
*2.111 
HM70J41 
*08.2)4 
M MMM 
697.948.498 
MM .233.612 


Iron, rails . . 

Iron, other manufacture* . . 

Lead and manufactures of. 

I .father, tanned, of all kliwla. 

Molussfs.. 

(MU, mineral, refined or manufactured. 

Provisions. 

Steel and manufactures of.. 

Sugar, refined. 

Tohacoo and manufactures of. 

Tin and manufactures of . 

Vessels sold to foreigners . 

Wine. 

Wood and manufactures of ... 

Wool, raw and fleeco. 

Wheat. | 

Wool, manufoctureeof.. . 

Shipped In American vowels.. 

Shipped In foreign vessels. 

Gold value of merchandise . 

FOREIGN GOODS AND SPECIE 
Re-exported from the United States. 

Gold value of merchandise . 

Colu and bullion. 

Shipped In American vessels. 

Shipped In foreign .vessels. 

VALUES OF IMPORTS 
BreadstufTs and other farinaceous rood... . 

Coal, bituminous. 

Coin and bullion, gold and silver..{ 

Coffee..T .1 

Cotton, manufactures of . 

Gloves, kid and leather... 

India rubber and gutta perch a, manuracCsof 
Iron, bar 
Iron, ptr 
Iron rail 


9,488 120.160 28,442 

9,009' 142.805 12n.«« 

10,504 *10.900 725.133 

583,576 3,081.151 46,30* 

144,178 1.038.798 38.228 

SIMM 1.614.800 <>.616 

110,080 052.165 43.107 

69.517; ljrn.1.9 271.461 
54.146 454.964 483,855 

56.KKJ 046,852 1,461 

82,8061 724.698 2IOJK0 

443,401 1,763,782 ]*,**7 

388,508 1.U14.580 15,100 

267,078 776,884 1,604 

9,3V 479.398 660.291 

211.578 2,022,826 145JB0 

07.414 449,704 2^85 I 

25.66!) 63.558 488 

46.294 346.2J9 AM i 

221,700 1.002.017 38,863 

1,211,379 5,010,U22 05.104 

3,742 887,242 V 11.277 

394.943 3,117.920 70,000 

30.503 163,075 487 

587,t«» 4,197,016 85,535 

73.996 *99,909 6.488 

7.686 *1.106 804.332 

16.702 1,138.(01 401,151 

114.616 1,197.237 *M*4 
40.959 311.218 1.057 

14,696 880.868 631.016 

18.265 592.K17 25.886 

405.426 1.309,618 2.702 

180.150 688.401 *2.421 

16,049 85.160 156 

61.796 188.147 401 

17,122 118.006 59.606 

9.974 29.013 63 

11,621 35.385 346 

8.061 108,721 1.015 

43,994 142,423 2» 

15.800 87.199 325 

5.860 19.4371_»8 


Connecticut 


1.W6J01.787 


MIDDLE STATES. 

New York. 

Now Jersey. 

Pennsylvania. 

Delaware. 

Maryland. 

District of Colum bia. 


218,723.314 
49.547,109 
114,004.7M 
U40.5K 
I0.698JM 
*4,675,459 

JI&t&kSK 


2^29,282,369 

4 mjmjm 

1.540.007.967 

50.802,739 

868,442.913 

87.9WJ.366 


129.m5.723 

143.461,069 

9.648,904 

1*8.804,762 

11.421.431 


4J*lfi.64A9C 


Total 


SOUTHERN STATES. 

Virginia . 

West Virginia. 

North Carolina. 

South Carolina. 

Georgia.. 

Florida. 

Alabama. 

Mississippi. 

Missouri. 

Louisiana. 

Texas . 

Arkansas. 

Kentucky. 


42.099.W2 
1.513,424 
8.194.606 
13.3I5.U)* 
19.081. M3 
tjm,m 
14.7*8,545 
2,013.190 
57,487.884 

mjmjm 

11,604.918 

14J77.8B1 

37.3*7.900 


74.863.5* 
; 14.022.309 

MMM 

56,098.465 

8M0MH 

12,053.168 

iMMg 

31,158.599 

150.810,6* 

37.800.142 

114,865,591 

30.648.978 

njrrtjN 

16.134.338 


238,801.599 

106,000.306 

MLIOMM 

77,461,670 

1**8,941 

18.886.151 

77.374.008 

IMMN 

381,986.112 


19.015,770 

10.197.15* 


15,830.605 

sjKja 

28.489.W1 

42.060.613 

mjmjm 

3JW3.8T2 

MMM 

2.409.948 


10^74.668 
2,008.974 
110.575.41*7 
58,734 .*1 
31.219.329 
3,834.560 

n 

2.507.658 
8.706.481 
10.331,706 
6,381.610 
IbjMi 
5.746.349 
6.734 ,m* 
66X9.591 
21.004,613 
14.149.387 
70.85ft 
2.743,6* 
8.K0.968 

•.MJM 
M.UMM 
642,664.*28 




276,4*6.731 


Total. 


WE8TERN AND PACIFIO 
STATES. 

Ohio. 

Indiana. 

Illinois. 

Michigan. 

Wisconsin. 

Iowa.. 

Minnesota . 

Kansas. 

Nebraska. 

Colorado. 

Nevada . 


784.443 

40.440 

135.177 

177.624 

.12,010 

39.169 

119,586 

143,963 

75,116 


40.758.454 
18.354,737 
44,942,422 
H.80B, 144 
ll.870.Me 


440.6W.M3 

1W.131.8U 

211.175,341 

M.MM.475 

94.188,0* 

MUMJM 

34J81JM 
U.4MJ40 
35,512,4(17 
38.867.496 

11.360,429 

19,907.118 

118 J04.461 


1,098.677,706 

&38.8H3.2* 

RM4UM 

4K.HB1.8M 
344.788,721 
297,254.342 
*00,440.781 
108,432.049 
5WTB.873 
35.604.197 
17.941,0* 
8U* 1.966 


3.834.740 

1.240,490 

159.081 

6.235.053 

7.6711.001 

91.510.804 

17.:»H.M9 

itjnjm 

IU.MH 

3.909.278 

10JSM3I 

10.949.331 


Iron nod steel . 

Iron, scrap and old.. 

Lead, pigs, bar* and old 
Leather, tanned, of all kind* 

Molasses. 

Sugar, unrefined. 

Tea. 

Tinplates .. 

Tin, other manufactures of. 

Wine,In casks. 

Wood, manufactures of. 

Wool, unmanufactured. 

Wool, manufactures of. 

Total value of merchandise 


100.502) 


Wyomli 


♦Chinese. 105,466. Indians, 06,407. 

Totals, Wlilte and Colored. 

1870 1*0. F 


43,408,970 

8,580,7*1 


White. 

Colored. 


Confectionery... 

Cotton doth, dyed or printed. 

Cotton doth, not bleached, dred or t 
Cotton laoe. embroideries and inaertii 
Cotton stockings, hose and half hose. 
Earthenware, brown, not ornamented. 


.35 per cent- 
.25 per oent. 

MO per oent. 

.46 per oent. 

.50 per oent. 

. Me to *0c per bushel. 
.30 per oent. 

,15c per too. 

.»-10o per ft. 

.36 per oent. 

.40 per oent. 

.50 per oent. 

.30 to 40 per cent. 

.4o to 8o per gallon. 
.40 per oent. 

_ .ft per oent. 

PiMf........13 to 20 per oent 

Porcelain^ stone and orooksry ware, oroameoted .60 per o ent. 

Porcelain, stone and erookery war^aot ornam’t’d, M P«roenL 
Potatoes ..... ........130 per busneL 

aSiL^r..”.!!.....**. sctoMoperft. 

Bilk,' manufactured goods .S S 

811k, thrown in gum....w Pf 

Soda, hydrate or oaustio.............- lo per ft. 

Steel and oogged ingots, no* specially provided 
for. valued at 4cper ».,«lew. 

Timber, hewn and sawed.JO per oent. 

Tin plates and Taggers tin.J® o m.* 

Umbrellas and parasols.“ °« l - 

Varntshes . 

USB"" . 

Woolen olothii and other manufactures of wool. .36 to 40 per oent. 

Revenues Expenditures of the United States. 


Fans... 

Feathers of all kinds. crude. 

Firecrackers, all kinds.••••••• 

Glass, articles or, cut, engra*rL etc. 

Gloves, kid or leather. 

Grain.. .. 

Horn, Ivory and bone. 

Iron ore. . 

Iron In pigs, and scrap Iron. 

Iron and steel outton ties. 

Japanned ware of all kinds. 

Knives, pen and pocket, and reams. 
Linens. 


iaf £*•»«■** 


i: 

\ g»«namHi imiimnaiiniiBaBi 

ft fsssjis i55S5^155 j IS555It5 iitiiiiji ii- 


_188*._13 83. 

fU0.410,730.25 3*14.708,498.93 
146,497.596.46 144.7tOJ88.96 

4,753,140.37 7.W6.884.4* 

8yW3,764X 30,9 04.861.8* 

$4<B,5fflJ3ft*8 339t gB7^»l-U6 


Internal Revenue. 

Public Lands. 

Miscellaneous sources. 
Totals. 


188*. 


322,343,286.78 


$18,042,386.42 


2.419.275.24 
15JK3.437.17l 
48,911.382.93 
08,012,573.04 
7 J82.590.34 ' 
43.9 1 6,40 1.21 1 
3206,248.006.29 
59, 18 0.131.2 51 
$206,408,137.64, 


L307.583.19 
15,082,040.28 
43A70.494.19 
81,346.190,96 
9,738,747.40 
34. 63 9,237.5 0 
-$186,904,282.78 
71,0 7 7,200 .79 
$257,981,4* A7 


Foreign Interoouraa.. 

War DepCiDeluding Riven. Harbors, etc.. 

Pensions. 

Indians-. 

Miscellaneous.. 

Interest on Public Debt . 

Total Expenses... • .. 
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(Continued from pug* IG.) 

should be devoted to his private affairs, after having served the 
public so long and faithfully. The monetary panic of 1875, in 
connection with his losses as surety for some of nis friends, again 
stripped him of nearly all his earthly possessions. But, notwith¬ 
standing his misfortune in this particular, he has the higher and 
better consolation of having justly merited the confidence and 
esteem of his fellow-citizens by an active and useful life in their 
midst for more than thirty years. After a personal acquaint¬ 
ance of over twenty years, the writer can cheerfully bear witness 
that the pioneer lawyer of Ford County in his younger years was 
a good lawyer, a quaint and entertaining speaker, and at all 
times a kind and indulgent parent, a friend of the poor and needy, 
an enterprising, public-spirited citizen, and above all, a steadfast 
lover of justice and humanity. 

In February, 1860, J. B. Burrows, a native of the Empire 
State, and a graduate of one of the leading colleges and law 
schools of the State of Pennsylvania, located in Paxton as a law¬ 
yer. Being a man of pleasing address, an uncommonly graceful 
and eloquent speaker, possessing a liberal education, able to write 
and speak fluently in the French and German languages as well 
as in the mother tongue, he soon became known as a popular 
public speaker. His law practice grew rapidly from the start, 
and in a few months after his arrival he was employed in sev¬ 
eral important suits in Ford and adjoining counties. On the 4th 
day of July, I860, he delivered to a large and attentive audi¬ 
ence, on the grounds where the public school building now stands 
in Paxton, the first oration ever made on Independence Day in 
this city, and I doubt if its power and eloquence have ever been 
surpassed on a similar occasion in the county since then. Soon 
after this, he was employed by the order of Good Templars as 
State Lecturer for the State of Illinois, which position he held. 
until the spring of 1861. From the spring of 1855 until the 
autumn of 1858, he was editor-in-chief of an independent news¬ 
paper published in the city of New Orleans, one side of which 
was printed in the French language, and the other in the English, 
and in the Presidential campaign of 1860, supported Bell and 
Everett for President and Vioe President. In that campaign, Mr. 
Burrows made a number of political speeches at prominent points 
in the south in their behalf. In the meantime, he had beoome 
well acquainted with the political ideas and revolutionary designs 
entertained by her political leaders and the unanimity with which 
the masses of her people would support any attempt they might 
make to dissolve the Union, and hence when the roar of her 
hostile guns resounded over the North at the bombardment of 
Sumter, he at once insisted that a tremendous struggle for nation¬ 
al existence wa9 upon us. Soon after this, at the first meeting 
of the citizens of Paxton and vicinity to raise volunteers held in 
the schoolhouse (now the Baptist Church), he made an eloquent 
appeal to his audience to forget past party affiliations, to “ sink 
the partisan in the patriot,” and rally as one man to the support 
of the National flag. In 1861 or 1862, he removed to Bloom¬ 
ington, III., where he assisted in enlisting some volunteers in that 
locality, and where he died in 1868. 

In the summer of 1860, Kennedy Price, a native of Hagers¬ 
town, Md., removed from Palo, Ill., to Paxton, where he entered 
into copartnership with Henry Barnhouse, an old resident of the 
latter place, and at the time a Justice of the Peace, under the 
firm name of Price k Barnhouse, attorneys at law. Mr. Price 
was a descendant of one of the leading families of his native 
State. He was well educated in his profession, liberal, jovial and 
courteous among his friends, and in that sense a true Southern 

f entleman. In his address to the jury, he was of the fervent, 
ery order, to the court he was deliberate and concise. His res¬ 
idence in Paxton was short. A firm believer in the Calhoun 
doctrine of State rights, he naturally drifted into supporting the 
Southern Confederacy, and in the fall of 1861 bade adieu to 
Paxton, and returned to his native place to take charge of the 
large property interests of his aged widowed mother, where, I am 
informed, he became a Captain in the Confederate army in 1862. 

Daniel S. Morse, a native of New Hampshire, and James A. 
Briggs, a native of Rochester, N. Y., having heard in their 
Eastern homes that Prospect City, Ford Co., Ill., would soon 
prove a paradise for young lawyers, formed a copartnership under 
the firm name of Morse s Briggs, lawyers, and came to that 
noted city of the “ grand prairie ” in the summer of 1860, and 
tendered their services to whomsoever it might concern. Their 
anticipated rich harvest, however, yielded rather meager returns, 
and hence their stay was brief. In the latter part of the year 
1861, Mr. Morse went to Chicago, and Mr. Briggs to Eureka, 
Woodford Co., 111., where he resumed the practice of his pro¬ 
fession in partnership with Judge Meek, of that place, and where 
he still unfolds the mysteries of that ancient science to any who 
wish his services in that direction. 

During the years 1859-60, there strode into Prospect City 
at odd times an ungainly verdant-looking country lad, measuring 
fully six feet four and one-half inches in height with broad angu¬ 
lar frame, having a large head thickly covered with short cut, 
black, bushy hair, rather small black eyes, high cheek bones, 
square prominent chin, wide mouth and swarthy complexion, and 
unusual size, and whose abrupt manners and speech, attracted the 
attention of nearly evory one, such is an imperfect description of 
the personal appearance of Martin Y. Ross one of the prominent 
lawyers of the Paxton bar in bygone days. He was bom near 
Greencastlo, Ind., and emigrated to East Central Illinois about 
1855, where he was mainly engaged as a farm laborer and school 
teacher until his admission to toe bar in 1862. After which for 
some time he was Assistant Editor of the Ford County Journal, 
one of the first newspapers published in the county. David 
Crondall of Champaign City being Editor. In 1864, he 
associated with himself ns a partner in law, E. C. Gray, under 
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the firm name of Voss k Gray, which continued until the 
fall of 1865 when Mr. Voss located at Fort Scott, Kan., 
and where he successfully conducted an extensive law business, 
mostly in criminal cases, before the District and Supreme Courts 
of that State, for about two years. He was twice elcctod a mem¬ 
ber of the lower house of the Kansas Legislature, and served 
with much distinction. At the close of his last term, he was 
elected Judge of the District Court composed of Bourbon and ad¬ 
joining counties, which position he held at the time of his death, 
which occurred in 1870, on the Pacific Slope whither he had 

g one for bis health. In the management of his cases in court, 
e manifested great tenacity and no little adroitness. Before the 
jury he urged his clients' cause with much earnestness and vigor 
in a kind of “ rough and ready ” style peculiar to himself. Be¬ 
fore the oourt he was deliberate, fearless and self-assured, gener¬ 
ally argumentative, though at times quite illogical. In politics 
he was a zealous radical Republican, and daring tho late war 
labored for tbe cause of the union effectively. His educational 
acquirements were small, yet by nature he was endowed with 
physical and mental capacities broad and strong. 

Edward C. Gray, the oldest settled lawyer, now in active 
practice at Ford County bar, was born and raised in the vicinity 
of Cleveland, Ohio. His earlier years were spent on the farm, 
and as a railroader in his native State. When the Southern re¬ 
bellion broke out, he shouldered his musket and moved to the 
front to take a hand in the preservation of the Union. After 
having served his country faithfully in that memorable struggle 
until 1864, he received an honorable discharge, and located in 
Paxton as a partner of Martin V. Voss, in the law practice under 
the firm name of Voes k Gray. The firm continued until the 
former went to Fort Scott, Kan., in 1865. Mr. Gray then be 
come the resident partner of the firm of Smith k Gray. This 
partnership was dissolved when Mr. Smith was elected Circuit 
Judge of the Seventeenth Circuit in 1873. The firm enjoyed 
an extensive and successful law business in Ford and adjoining 
counties, as well as in the higher courts of this State. Mr. Gray, 
soon after Judge Smith’s election, associated with himself as 
a partner, Capt. Z. S. Swan of Champaign, Ill., under the firm 
name of Gray k Swan, and so continued until the death of the 
latter at Champaign in 1882, since when he has practiced alone. 
He was at the December term, 1883, of the Circuit Court, ap¬ 
pointed by Hon. O. T. Rems, Presiding Judge, as an associate 
counsel, with Hon. Thomas T. Tipton of Bloomington, Ill., to 
defend James Ryan, now under indictment for the murder of 
Abram Thorpe, in Paxton on the 80th day of September, 1883. 
His judgement of the law and practice is comprehensive and ac¬ 
curate, and in the trial of a cause his opponent need not expect a 
victory, without confronting every point of merit involved in the 
case. 

John Pollock, the oldest member of the Ford County bar was 
born in Harrison County, Ohio, in 1817, where he was reared on 
the farm, and received his education in the oommon and select 
schools of his neighborhood. In 1835, he removed with his 
parents to Logan County, Ohio; here he worked on the farm in 
the summer season, and taught district school and pursued his 
preparatory study of the law in the winter season. Soon after 
his admission to the bar by the Supreme Court of Ohio iu 1851, 
he began the practice of his profession at Bellfontaine. Some 
years later, he, in company with two others, conducted for two 
years a private bank in that city, Mr. Pollock acting as attorney 
and cashier. When the firm dissolved, the business was carried on 
for two years longer on his own account. Having now been elected 
Prosecuting Attorney for his county, he gave up the banking 
business to attend to the duties of his office. In 1865, in com¬ 
pany with his son J. E. Pollock, now a prominent lawyer of the 
Bloomington, Ill., bar, he opened a law office in Winchester, Va., 
where they enjoyed an extensive practice until the fall of 1866, 
when the father made a business trip to Illinois, intending to re¬ 
turn to Winchester, but in the meantime the Legislature of Vir¬ 
ginia had enacted such liberal exemption and stay laws as to 
render collection of debts tedious and in some cases impossible. 
This induced him to take up his residence and open an office in 
Paxton. In 1872, he was elocted a member of the Lower House 
of the Legislature of this State in the district composed of the 
counties of Livingston and Ford, and as such discharged the sev¬ 
eral duties there imposed upon him with that conscientious faith 
fulness that has ever characterized his action, whether in public 
or private life. Among other valuable services rendered his con¬ 
stituency, especially the people of Ford County, he procured the 
passage of the law placing McLean and Ford Counties in one 
judicial ci' juit. In 1872, he formed a law partnership with Al¬ 
fred Sample, which was dissolved by mutual consent in 1877, and 
for one year thereafter, the firm of Pollock k McLean was one of 
the leading law firms in this oounty. But now his professional 
career drew rapidly to its close, his over-taxed nervous system 
oould endure the strain no longer, and its prostration ensued to 
such an extent that he was compelled to relinquish his law busi¬ 
ness entirely and retire to private life. In his practice, he was a 
careful, painstaking lawyer, always aiming to secure all legal 
rights of his client in every emergency, while his naturally sym¬ 
pathetic disposition impelled him to extra effort in behalf of the 
poor or unfortunate who entrusted their cases to his management. 

Alfred Sample was born in Butler County, Ohio, November 
27,1846. He came to Illinois in 1857, lived and labored on the 
farm until he was sixteen years of age, when he enlisted in Com¬ 
pany G, One Hundred and Twenty-ninth Illinois Infantry, and 
fought resolutely for his country until May, 1864. He received 
severe wounds in both arms and breast in the battle at Resaca, 
Ga., and on account of which he was discharged in De¬ 
cember, 1864. In January, 1865, he entered Eureka College, 
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where, and at Monmouth College, he pursued a course for four 
years with a view of the study of law. Afterward taught 
school a short time. He read law with Col. R. G. Ingersoll at 
Peoria, III., and was admitted to the bar in December, 1870; 
came immediately to Paxton and formed a partnership with M. 
H. Cloud, under the firm name of Cloud A Sample, which lasted 
until the fall of 1872, when the firm of Pollock k Sample was 
formed, and was dissolved in 1877. In 1872, he was elected 
State's Atttorney for this county, and was re elected to the same 
office in 1876, by a large majority. In 1880, he was chose i 
Elector on the Republican ticket, and cast his vote in the Elect¬ 
oral College for James A. Garfield for President, and Chester A. 
Arthur for Vice President. From the beginning, he has been a 
remarkably successful lawyer, and has been employed in several 
of the most important suits ever tried in the county, among 
which may be mentioned his employment by the railroad and 
warehouse Commissioners to prosecute the Wabash Company for 
making unjust discriminations in their ratei for carriage of freight 
between Peoria, Ill., an 1 New York, and between Gilman and 
New York. By nature adapted to the profession of the law, 
possessing tact, energy, industry and invincible determination, he 
allows no oessation of hostilities until he is completely victorious 
or utterly vanquished. A more extended biography of Mr. 
Sample appears elsewhere in this work. 

Milton H. Cloud, the present Master in Chancery of this 
oounty, was born in Hamilton County, Ohio, July 24, 1812, came 
to Illinois in 1850, and settled on a firm in Tazewell County, 
where he lived until ho was twenty years old, when he enlisted 
in the Eighty-sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and 
served his county valiantly for three years as color bearer. At 
the battle of Kenesaw Mountain he received two severe woumls. 
After the close of bis military service he ontered Eureka College 
for a time, then read law at Pekin, III, and during the winter 
of 1866 was a student at the Chicago law school, after which he 
oompleted his preparatory study of the law at Metamora, 

111., in the office of R. T. Cassell k Son. He was admitted 
to practioe in 1867, and commenced practice at El Paso, 
Ill.; came to Paxton in January, 1869, and soon acquired 
a fkir practice. In 1871, the partnership of Cloud k Sam¬ 
ple was begun and continued until 1872. Mr. Cloud was also 
State's Attorney for tho county during the partnership. For 
the year 1875, he was City Attorney for the city of Paxton. 
In 1876, he became a moraber of the loan and real estate firm of 
Hanly, Sutton, Cloud k Day, Mr. Cloud being principally en¬ 
gaged in the examination of titles, and in this respect is proba¬ 
bly as proficient as any attorney in this part of tne State. In 
1882, he was appointed Master in Chancery for the county by 
O. T. Reeves, Circuit Judge. 

John R. Kinnear, formerly an attorney of Paxton, and now 
residing in Seattle, W. T., was born July 26, 1843, at West 
Poijit, Tippecanoe Co., Ind. He removed with his parents to 
Kingston, Ross Co., Ohio, in 1844, and thence to Bloomington, 

111., in the fall of 1849, and again to Walnut Grove, Woodford 
Co., III., in the spring of 1850, where his parents still reside; 
young Kinnear was reared on the farm, lie attended Eureka 
College, Ijl., from 1854 to 1859. In 1859, ho entered Knox 
College at Galesburg, Ill., and remained there until August, 1862, 
when he enlisted in Company A, Eighty-sixth Illinois Volunteer 
Infantry, August 22, 1862. His regiment was mustered into 
the service August 27, at Peoria, Ill., and, on September 7, was 
ordered to Louisville, Ky., and immediately began active service. 
The regiment, belonging to the Army of the Cumberland has an 
excellent reoord for fighting qualities, having been engaged in 
twenty-two pitched battles, besides numerous skirmishes. Mr. 
Kinnear was constantly with his regiment, except one month of 
sickness at Nashville, and kept a daily reoord of its operations. 
After having faithfully served his oountry for four years, lacking 
two months and twenty-two days, he was mustered out with his 
regiment at Washington, D. 0., June 6, 1865. On his return 
to his home he was solicited by his comrades to prepare a history 
of the regiment from his notes, which he did in 1866. How 
well he performed his work is best shown by the fact that more 
than 2,000 volumes have been published and sold at $1.50 per 
volume. Soon after he reached home he began the study of the 
law in the offioe of Judge Charles H. Chitty, at Metamora, III. 
After reading two years in the office, he attended the Chicago 
Law School, during the winter of 1867-68, and located in Pax¬ 
ton in March of the latter year. Here he formed a partnership 
with Hon. C. II. Frew, which was dissolved July 20, 1871; he 
served as City Attorney for the city of Paxton during the years 
1869-70-71, and as Master in Chancery for Ford County four 
years, from August 28, 1878. In January, 1881, he formed a 
law partnership with John H. Moffett, which lasted until his re¬ 
moval to his present home. During his residence in Paxton he 
successfully conducted a large and lucrative practice, and was 
engaged in many of the most important suits tried in this county. 
Among them he was of counsel for Gen. Hendrix, indicted for 
murder in McLean County, who was acquitted. He was married 
to Rebeoca Means, of Bloomington, Ill., June 2, 1868, and by 
whom he has two ohildren living—Ritchoy and Zeta, aged re¬ 
spectively fourteen and seven years. 

Hon. Calvin H. Frow is the son of Robert and Anna S. 
Frew, and a native of Cleveland, Ohio. Ho was raised on a 
farm, and devoted much of his time to reading, when not en¬ 
gaged in farm or other labor. When seventeen years old, he 
began teaching school, paying a share of his wages to his father, 
ana using tbe remainder to pay his own expenses at the high 
school, and at Beaver Academy in Pennsylvania, and later, at 
the Vermilion Institute in Ohio. In 1862, he became the Prin¬ 
cipal of the high school at Kalida, Ohio, and occupied a similar 
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osition in the high school at Young America, Ill., in 1863-64. 
n this way he paid indebtedness incurred in obtaining his edu¬ 
cation, and at same time pursued his preparatory study of law. 
In the spring of 1865, he settled in Paxton, and there pursued 
his study in the law until the following December, whon he was 
admitted to the bar by the Supreme Court of Illinois. In 1868, 
less than three years after his admission to the bar, he was elect¬ 
ed to the General Assembly from Ford and Iroquois Counties. 
During h : s first term as a member of that body, he* became 
distinguished on account of his, then supposed, unconstitutional 
and radical views touching the power of the State to regulate the 
charges of the railway companies for the carriage of passengers 
and freight. On January 19, 1869, he introduced and supported 
bv an able argument the following resolution: “ Resolved, that 
all privileges, powers or prerogatives acquired by railroad com¬ 
panies of the State Government are subordinate to the general 
welfare of the people or community where constructed, and that 
the right of the State to exercise a reasonable control over such 
companies is one of which no power can divest the people.” 
The doctrine embodied in this resolution has since become the 
settled law of the land, having been declared such by the Supreme 
Court of Illinois, as well as by the Supreme Court of the United 
States. In 1870, he was re elected by a large majority from the 
counties of Ford and Kankakee. During this term also, he took 
an active part in securing amendments to and the pnssage of 
some of the most beneficial statutes of the State now in force. In 
1878, he was elected a third time to the Legislature, this time 
representing the counties of Ford and Livingston; one of the most 
important laws passed by the Legislature at this session was 
that requiring the foreclosure of trust deeds and mortgages in 
court instead of by advertisement, the passage of which Mr. 
Frew urged with his usual zeal and force. In public life Mr. 
Frew has always been diligent in business, fervent in spirit, 
serving his constituency with that earnestness and fearlessness 
characteristic of men of bold, independent mind. And although 
his professional business has necessarily been much neglected, on 
account of his time and labors in the public service, he still holds 
a very handsome practice. 

F. L. Cook, our present State’s Attorney, is a native of New 
York, but has been a resident of Illinois for more than thirty 
years. Besides having a good common school education, he at¬ 
tended Eureka College in Woodford County and Knox College 
at Galesburg, Ill., for more than five years. His father having 
enlisted in the Union army, his son had to quit college to oversee 
his business affairs, that of grain buyer and railway agent at 
Kappa, Woodford County, Ill. This he did from 1862 to 1866. 
In the fall of the latter year he went to the National Capital as 
an employe of the State, to collect soldiere’ claims, where he was 
engaged for three years. He then acted as private secretary 
for Senator Cullom, then a member of the lower house of Con¬ 
gress from Illinois, afterward as Clerk of the two House Commit- 
ties on Territories and Foreign Affairs during the years 1869, 
1870, 1871, as well as having charge of the payment of U. S. 
Marshals in the census office. In June, 1871, he gradu¬ 
ated from the Columbia Law School, D. C., but had been 
admitted to the bar by the Supreme Court of the Dis¬ 
trict in the May preceding. In March, 1872, he was ad¬ 
mitted to practice in Illinois, and located at Paxton as a law¬ 
yer, soon thereafter. The City Council appointed him its 
attorney to fill the unexpired term of J. C. Patton, deceased, 
and in 1877, he was appointed Master in Chancery for this 
county by Judge 0. T. Reeves. At the general election in 1880, 
he was elected State’s Attorney for Ford County. In the dis¬ 
charge of his professional and official duties, he has shown 
himself intelligent, competent, fearless and faithful. Possessing 
a cool, deliberate judgment, guided by a liberal education and a 
thorough knowledge of his profession, his theory and practice is 
to let no guilty man escape. 

Charles H. Yeomans, one of the first settled and most suc¬ 
cessful attorneys in Gibson City, was born in Delaware County, 
N. Y., December 2, 1846, and came to Illinois iu 1850. In 
July, 1871, he graduated from Ripon College, Wisconsin, and 
received the degree of A. B., and in 1879 the degree of A. M. 
from the same institution. While pursuing his classical course 
at Ripon, he also read law under the supervision of Hon. Jesse 
Dobbs, at Ripon, and during vacations in the office of Hon. C. 
II. Wood, at Onarga, Ill. In October, 1870, he was admitted 
to the Wisconsin bar, and to the Illinois bar in 1872 at Ottawa, 
Ills., having located at Gibson the preceding July. By close at¬ 
tention to his professional business and untiring fidelity to his 
clients’ interests, he has secured a full share of law business, as 
well as the confidence and esteem of his fellow-citizens. He has 
held the office of City Attorney for his adopted city, and mem¬ 
ber of the Board of Education. He is public-spirited and enter¬ 
prising. taking an active part in whatever movements are inaugu¬ 
rated for the social or commercial advancement of the young and 
flourishing city of his adoption so fortunately located in tho fer¬ 
tile valley of the Sangamon River. 

J. Rheese Patrick, fourth son of Mr. A. C. and Mrs. C. II. 
Patrick, was born March 4, 1858, at Rural Valley, in Arm¬ 
strong County, Penn. During his boyhood days, until ho was 
fifteen years old, ho attended the common schools of his neighbor¬ 
hood in winter time, and worked at the carpenter’s trade during 
his vacations. Subsequently he took the full classical course of 
study at the Glnde Run Academy, located at Dayton, Penn., and 
in the spring of 1879, completed the post-graduate course in that 
institution, which entitled him to enter the sophomoro class in 
college. In the fall of 1879, he engaged to teach the public 
school at Pellsville, Vermilion Co., Ill., as Principal, which po¬ 
sition he occupied for three successive years, and in the mean¬ 
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time began and completed his preparatory study of the law under 
the supervision of Messrs. Kinnear k Moffett, attorneys, in Pax¬ 
ton. In May, 1882, he was admitted to the bar by the Appel¬ 
late Court at Springfield, Ill. For six months thereafter he 
studied and worked in his profession in the office of lion. Calvin 
II. Frew, of Paxton. He then opened an office and practiced on 
his own account. At the spring election of 1883, he had the 
honor to be elected to the office of City Attorney for the city of 
Paxton, after a close contest, Milton H. Cloud, an older and 
more experienced lawyer, being his opponent. Messrs. J. II. k 
J. B. Patrick, older brothers of Mr. Patrick, are prominent at¬ 
torneys at Clarion, Penn. Both of his paronts are yet alive, and 
reside at the old homestead in their native State, both having 
been born in Westmoreland County, Penn. He has three broth¬ 
ers and one sister living. He has succeeded to his present posi¬ 
tion by his own individual effort, and therefore is entitled to 
whatever credit belongs to those who work their way up from 
what is generally termed the lower walks in life. 

Dr. Lockhart Brooks Farrar was born at Langdon, Cheshire 
County, N. H., August 29, 1822. The death of his father oc¬ 
curred when the subject of this sketch was about four years old. 
Ilia mother then removed with her family to Walpole, N. H., 
where his boyhood and early manhood years were passed. After 
attending tho common schools and different academies in his na¬ 
tive State, he taught school for some years in various towns in 
New Hampshire and Vermont. He began the study of medicine 
in the office of Dr. George Smith, of Walpole, and completed his 
preliminary course in his profession with the late Dr. Hubbard 
Groves, of Nashua, N. H. His first course of lectures was taken 
at Woodstock,Vt., but he received his diploma from the Berkshire 
Medical College, of Massachusetts, commencing in 1848. He 
practiced his profession for three years at Hollis, N. II., then 
moved to Manchester, Mass. The winter of 1854-55 he spent 
at the Jefferson Medical College, at Philadelphia, and at the Col¬ 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, New York City, and in the 
hospitals of those cities. In tho spring of 1856, he came to Illi¬ 
nois, and to Paxton in the full of 1858. In 1868, he began the 
study of law, and in 1871, took the law diploma from the Michi¬ 
gan University, and was admitted to the Illinois bar the same 
year. He opened a law office at Paxton and practiced that pro¬ 
fession for about four years, and then returned to the practice of 
medicine, which he still pursues at this point. In law, as well 
as medicine, the Doctor is well read, and possesses a much larger 
fund of information on other scientific subjects than is commonly 
found among professional men. 

S. P. McLean, now associate editor of the Kankakee Timet, 
was born May 9, 1852, in Hancock County, Va. He resided 
in Carrollton, Ohio, half a dozen years, and then removed to Ver¬ 
mont, Ill., in 1860. He was taught the harness-maker's trade 
by his father, and thereby earned the money to give him a good 
college education. He read law with Gest k Pooks, of Rock Isl¬ 
and, Ill., was licensed to practice on examination by the Supreme 
Court of Illinois, at Ottawa, in September, 1877, and in the fall 
of the same year came to Paxton and formed a law partnership 
with Hon. John Pollock, under the firm name of Pollock i 
McLean. A year later, Pollock retired from the practice of the 
profession, and McLean continued the business. At the spring 
election, in 1879, he was elected City Attorney for the city of 
Paxton, which position he held, in addition to a good general 
practice, until May, 1880, when he resigned the City Attorney’s 
office, boxed his law library and entered journalism, beginning 
as reporter on the Bloomington, III., Daily Mail. As a news¬ 
paper man he is a “ Bohemian,” having been engaged in reporto- 
rial and editorial work in the last three years, on the Sedalia 
(Mo.) Bazoo , the Great Southwest , of St. Louis, the Decatur 
Herald , Bloomington Mail, Lincoln Timet , and other sheets, and 
as before stated is at present employed as editor of the Kankakee 
Timet,tnd. where his friends jokingly say he was put under bonds to 
stay for at least a year as a condition precedent to his employ¬ 
ment. He is quite spicy and versatile as a writer, and holds the 
usual adjustable political notions of newspaper reporters. He is 
a hard worker and liable to earn all the cash he carols from news¬ 
paper labors. On July 13, 1881, he was united in marriage 
with Miss Nealy Bruyn, eldest daughter of W. H. Bruyn, of 
Paxton, HI. 

S. P. Rady, attorney at law, at Gibson, Ill., was born in 
Floyd County, Ind., in 1853. Until he was fifteen years old he 
worked on his father’s farm in the summer season aud attended 
the district school of his neighborhood during the winter. At 
the age of fifteen he became an assistant teacher in the High 
School in Galena, under his brother, William Rady. For the 
next nine years he taught school a part of the time and attended 
school the remainder of the time. While so engaged he went to 
Iicartsville University, Ind., and the National Normal School at 
Lebanon, Ohio, and graduated there in the scientific course in 
1877. For three years thereafter he was Principal of the High 
School at Lonadeser, Ky. Some time afterward he accepted the 
Principalship of the Gibson City Public School, which he held 
for one year. He has now been practicing law over two years, 
and has now quite a respectable business for a beginner. 

James Henry Lott, who is the latest accession to the Ford 
County bar, was born May 7, 1855. at Charleston, in the State 
of South Carolina. His father is of mixed blood, being equally 
Indian and African, and was a free man, and carpenterby trade. 
His mother is a quadroon, and was a slave, and by descent a 
granddaughter of the late Gov. Pickens, of that State. Henry 
went to Boston in 1865, as valet to Col. Nutt, of the Fifty-fifth 
Massachusetts Colored Volunteers, and in the fall of the same 
year came to Tuscola, Ill., where he attended the public schools 
until 1873, and in the meantime learned the barber’s trade. In 


1878, he went to Terre Haute, Ind., where he read law in the 
office of Doris k Doris, for eighteen months, and in 1881 came 
to Paxton, III., and resumed his law studies in October of the 
latter year, under the supervision of A. Sample. On the 23d 
day of November, 1863, he was admitted to the bar, after a rigid 
examination by a committee of three eminent lawyers, appointed 
by tho Appelate Court of the Third District, then in session at 
the State Capitol, to examine applicants for admission. Ilia 
knowledge of his chosen profession in thoroughness and extent is 
undoubtedly equal to if not above the average of beginners. He 
certainly deserves much credit for the determination he has 
shown tosucceod, for it must be remembered that during most of 
the time he has been engaged in preparation for the law practice, 
he has earned a livelihood for hitnself and family at the barber’s 
chair, and only acquired his present knowledge of law and other 
subjects while others slept. 

John II. Moffett, one of tho youngest and most successful 
members of our bar, was born in Clayton, Adams County, Ill., 
February 25, 1857. In 1859, he emigrated with his parents, to 
Bloomington, Ind, and in the spring of 18G5, to Paxton, III.; 
here he graduated from the public school, standing at the head 
of his classes, in 1875. Desiring more extended education, he 
repaired to Monmouth College in the fall of the same year, 
and there studiously applied nimself until the spring of 1877, 
during which time the late Dr. David A. Wallace, was President 
of that flourishing and popular institution of learning. In May, 
1877, ho began his investigations of the intricacies of the law in 
the office of John R. Kinnear, then one of tho leading lawyers of 
the Ford County bar, and in January, 1880, admitted to prac¬ 
tice. He immediately formed a partnership with his preceptor 
under the firm name of Kinnear i Moffett, which lasted until 
May, 1883, when Mr. Kinnear took his departure for Seattle, 
W. T. Since then he hns conducted as resident partner the 
law business of the firm of Tipton k Moffett. During the years 
1881—82, he held the office of City Attorney for the city of Pax¬ 
ton. Studious in his habits, prompt and accurate in business 
transactions, methodical and thorough in the preparation of his 
cases, he enjoys a very respectable share of the law and collection 
business in Ford and surrounding counties, and is by no means 
a briefless lawyer. 

Biographies of Hugh P. Beach, County Judgo; Merton 
Dunlap, County Clerk; and Alexander McElroy, Esq., mem¬ 
bers of the Ford County bar, appear elaewhere in this work. 


FORD COUNTY NEWSPAPERS. 
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The history of the newspapers of Ford County, and especially 
those of Paxton, has been one of successes and roverses, of hard, 
struggle for existence, and brilliant victory in the face of defiant 
opposition. The newspaper business is an occupation in which 
is brought into play some of the best and keenest qualities of a 
roan’s nature, and in which may also be displayed, on occasion, 
some of his lowest characteristics. It, in fact, may be represent¬ 
ed as a battle, in which the cohorts arc brought face to face with 
one another in a war of words, and in which he who holds the 
best command of himself and his forces is sure to prevail. The 
hosts of sin are encamped on one side and the forces of good upon 
the other, and the weal or woe, the destiny of a town or city, 
or it may be of a nation, may rest upon the conduct of a single 
newspaper. It is a potent factor for good or ill in any commu¬ 
nity, which is an all important reason that it should be in the 
hands of men of brain, who have the good and not tho ill of the 
community at heart, and who will work for its upbuilding and 
best interests. 

The first paper established in Ford County of which we 
have any record was the Ford County Union , started in the year 
1864, and which had a precarious existence of only a few months, 
when it was purchased by N. E. Stevens, in February, 1865. 
He changed the name to tho Paxton Record, and has continued 
its publication ever since. The policy of the paper has been un¬ 
compromisingly Republican from its very foundation, even from 
the time when the country was closing a war that threatened its 
very life blood. Through nineteen yean> of changing life, through 
seasons of adversity, of bitter strife and debate, as well as in the 
more pleasant times of peace, it has steadily pressed forward un¬ 
til the present time, and now stands on a firm basis of assured 
prosperity, demonstrating the fact that a continuous policy is the 
best for a country newspaper. In 1881, Mr. Stevens associated 
with him his son, Edgar N. Stevens, and the paper has been con¬ 
tinued since under the firm name of N. E. Stevens k Son, with 
no change in the policy of the paper. The paper now occupies a 
building of its own on North Market street, a good location, and 
is enjoying a season of unwonted prosperity. 

The Ford County Liberal , conducted by Charles D. Sibley, 
was the next paper issued in Paxton. The first number was pub¬ 
lished on the 17th day of August, 1872. It was an eight-column 
folio, neatly printed and ably edited. In October of the same 
year, Thomas Wolfe became associated with Mr. Sibley in the 
editorial management of the paper, and in the following month 
took full possession. The aim of this sheet is to furnish a live, 
local paper, that should chronicle all tho news of the day, and at 
the same time furnish its Liberal and Greenback friends with 
arguments for their cause. The office wiis on a paying basis, 
when, in October, 1874, under the management of Messrs. Wolfe 
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k Dodd, the building occupied and its effects were burned. The 
paper was never resurrectea. 

The Ford County Blade was the child of a day, started by 
Messrs. Creed k Doxsey, of Bloomington, on the 1st day of July, 
187*5, upon the supposition that Paxton needed another local 
paper and to awaken a deeper interest in politics among the Dem¬ 
ocratic fraternity in this immediate vicinity. This firm published 
a newsy local paper for the brief term of twenty-four weeks, but 
was finally obliged to succumb to the inevitable. On the 9th day 
of December, of the same year, the last paper was issued*. The 
failure to establish a paper was ascribed to the fact that the bus¬ 
iness was not here to support two live papers—evidently a sensi¬ 
ble conclusion. Among others to whom credit was given by this 
firm for favors shown, was Mr. Stevens, of the Record. 

Nearly a year elapsed before the next paper appeared, when 
another firm from Bloomington put in the material for a job and 
newspaper office. Messrs. Holmes k Colvin christened their 
paper the Ford County News, and on the 3d of November, 1877, 
started out from a Republican standpoint to publish a paper well 
tinged with that doctrine, and also to make it replete with general 
local matter. The last issue appeared on the lOth of January, 
1878, these parties having found that the field of Republicanism 
in the county was well occupied. 

The Weekly Standard, by the same publishers, appeared on 
the 26th of January, 1878. Like the two other papers last 
mentioned, it was a five-column quarto, and, in reality, a contin¬ 
uance of the News, but espoused the Greenback cause. The 
Standard was longer lived than its immediate predecessors, and 
hung on with a pertinacity worthy of a better cause until 1879, 
when it succumbed to the inevitable, the field not being broad 
enough for its proper support. 

The first edition of the Appeal was published on the 26th 
of November, 1879. The main reason for its appearance was 
based upon the supposition of its editor that we had entered upon 
seven years of prosperity, an hypothesis which has long since 
been proven a fallacy. It was an organ of the Greenback party, 
with Thomas Wolfe as editor, and B. F. Hill, publisher. After 
an ephemeral existence of forty-one weeks, about the 1st of Sep¬ 
tember, 1880, the property was purchased by J. C. Dunham, 
who, in January, 1881, changed the name of the paper to the 
Eastern Illinois Register , and has since continued its publication 
in this city. The policy of the paper was announced as Greenback, 
although its editor and proprietor is said to be a Bourbon of the 
old school, and has strong leanings in that direction when elec¬ 
tion time is near at hand, although at other times his views are 
not so pronounced. 

The Gibson Enterprise is now in its second volume. P. 
A. Coal is editor and proprietor. The Enterprise is a thorough 
Republican paper, and is devoted to the best interests of the city 
and county. Its success is assured. Having a desire to furnish 
a newspaper that not only gives the general news of the day, but 
the home news ob well, Mr. Coal is applying himself earnestly to 
the work before him. His experience in establishing the Sibley 
Index on a substantial basis has been of much practical use to 
him in his newspaper work at Gibson City. His province is to 
build up whatever he has to do with, and to further the prosperity 
of his city, county and political party, the Enterprise is apply¬ 
ing all honorable means. 

The Pan Handle Advocate was started April 20, 1883, by 
F. H. Robertson. During the succeeding summer, Judge Beach 
succeeded Mr. Robertson in the proprietorship of the paper, and in 
less than one year has increased its circulation to about 600. 
It is a six-column quarto. It has been an independent journal, 
a paper expressly for the people, clean, straightforward and thor¬ 
oughly representative, social, religious, political, industrial, etc. 
In short, it aspires to be the family paper per se. Published at 
Piper City, Ill. 

Burt E. Burroughs, of Cabery, is publishing the Cabery En¬ 
quirer, which is now approaching the completion of the first vol¬ 
ume. Mr. Burroughs publishes a newsy, local paper at Cabery, 
and the advertisers of tnat village make good use of his columns 
to show forth the value of their goods. Mr. Burroughs publishes 
a very creditable paper, which is an honor to the place. 

The first number of the Sibley Index was published about 
January 1, 1880, and the paper is now in its fifth volume. P. 
A. Coal was and still is the proprietor. H. W. Rodman is now 
the editor. The paper is a neat, five-column quarto, and well 
up with the demands of the day for a good local paper. The cit¬ 
izens of Sibley furnish a good advertising patronage, and the 
paper is well supported. Since writing the above, the Index has 
passed into the hands of M. T. Hyer, who is proving himself to 
be fully competent to successfully conduct an excellent paper. 

The Gibson Enterprise was the first paper ever published in 
Gibson. It was started by N. E. Stevens in the month of May, 
1872, to supply the needs of the town for a local paper. The 
printing was done at the Record office in Paxton. On the 1st 
of November, 1873, the Enterprise was purchased by Walter 
Hoge, who changed the name to the Gibson Courier. In size it 
was a seven column folio; in politics, independent. Mr. Hoge 
ran the paper until February, 1875, when the property was pur¬ 
chased by E. Lowry, who took possession Marcn 1,1875, and has 
managed the paper ever since. In politics, it has always been 
Independent, though generally favoring the Republican party 
and candidates. November 1, 1878, it was changed to a five- 
column quarto, and in November, 1882, to a six-column quarto, 
and has remained such to this day. Mr. Lowry furnishes a good 
local paper, aiming to keep the people apprised of what is going 
on at home. 

Note. —The foregoing is contributed by Edgar N. Stevens. 
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THE PIPER CITY “ ADVERTISER.” 

This paper was founded by Henry Allnutt, the present editor 
and proprietor, who had located in Ford County in 1870, on a 
Pella Township farm. Removing to Piper City in 1873, he pur¬ 
chased a quarto novelty press, twenty-five pounds of brevier, 
twenty-five pounds of long primer type, a few fonts of job typo 
and other material, and opened a job office. In June, 1876, the 
Advertiser, a four-column folio, was first issued. The subscrip¬ 
tion list, starting with 193, rapidly increased. January, 1877, 
the paper was enlarged to a four-column quarto. In 1879, a 
larger press and more material were added, and the paper printed 
as a six-column folio. 

In 1883, the paper became a five-column quarto. The first 
printing room was McElhiney k Davis’ scale office; thenefe it 
passed to more commodious quarters in Culbertson’s building. 
Afterward, it occupied rooms over the bank, where a bindery 
department was added. The present office is on Main street, in 
a building first erected for a schoolhouse, afterward used as a 
Methodist Church until the present church was built. The 
present weekly circulation is 675, with a good job printing and 
book-binding business. 

THE “EASTERN ILLINOIS RROISTER.'’ 

This is an independent Democratic paper, published at 
Paxton. 

It holds decided opinions upon all matters of public interest, 
and is fearless and original in expressing them. It is the result 
of a consolidation of the Loda Register , Gilman Sun , Paxton 
Appeal and Gibson Press , the first of which was established in 
1875 by the present editor and proprietor, J. C. Dunham. 

Its circulation and standing has steadily improved from the 
first, in face of the most unscrupulous and ungenerous opposition 
of those who dislike its truthful way of stating unvarnished facts. 

It asks no favor of politicians and caucus managers of any 
party, and gives thieves and demagogues no quarter. Subscrip¬ 
tion price $1.50 per year in advance. 


PHYSICIANS OF FORD COUNTY. 

The following facts are taken rom the records of the county: 

Samuel L. Baughman, Gibson City, graduated from the 
Chicago Medical College March 2, 1876 ; school of practice, 
regular or allopathic. 

James Y. Campbell, Paxton, graduated from Chicago Medi¬ 
cal College March 21, 1865; regular. 

M. Cassingham, Roberts, graduated from Rush Medical 
College, Chicago, February 16, 1865; regular. 

S. D. Culbertson, Piper City, graduated from Jefferson 
Medical College, Philadelphia, March 10, 1866 ; regular. 

L. B. Farrar, Paxton, graduated from Berkshire Medical Col¬ 
lege, Massachusetts, November 8, 1848; homoeopathic. 

Laura E. Farrar, Paxton, graduated from Hahnemann Medi¬ 
cal College, Chicago, 1872 ; homoeopathic. 

H. E. Farley, Cabery, graduated from Rush Medical College, 
Chicago, February 24, 1880; regular. 

H. Gilborne. Cabery, graduated from Hahnemann Medical 
College, Philadelphia, March 9, 1872; homoeopathic. 

J. I. Groves, Gibson City, graduated from Hahnemann Medi¬ 
cal College, Chicago, February 26, 1880; homoeopathic. 

N. Holton, Gibson City, graduated from Chicago Medical 
College March 5, 1867 ; regular. 

H. A. Kelso, Paxton, certificate State Board on twenty years’ 
practice June 14, 1880 ; regular. 

E. L. Kelso, Paxton, graduated from Chicago Medical Col¬ 
lege March 27, 1883 ; regular. 

Floyd O’Brien, Sibley, graduated from Rush Medical College 
February 15, 1876; regular. 

W. F. O’Brien, Piper City, examination by State Board 
July 6, 1881; regular. 

E. B. Perry, Melvin, graduated from Rush Medical College, 
Chicago, February 24, 1880; regular. 

John T. Ragsdale, Gibson City, graduated from American 
Eclectic College, St. Louis, January 26, 1875; eclectic. 

Milton B. Swisher, Paxton, graduated from Pulte Medical 
College, Cincinnati, March 6, 1883; homoeopathic. 

T. B. Strauss, Gibson City, examination by State Board 
January 12, 1878; regular. 

J. M. Waters, Gibson City, graduated from Jefferson Medi¬ 
cal College, Philadelphia, March 7, 1868 ; regular. 

S. M. Wylie, Paxton, graduated from Chicago Medical Col¬ 
lege March 5, 1878 ; regular. 

John Wilson, Elliott, graduated from Rush Medical College, 
Chicago, February 21, 1882 ; regular. 

T. R. Wiley, Gibson City, graduated from Rush Medical 
College February 14, 1874; regular. 

W. H. Watson, Cabery, graduated from Rush Medical College 
February 16, 1875; regular. 


HISTORY OF THE SCHOOLS OF FORD COUNTY. 

BT V. O. LOHMAN, COUNTY BTJPIRIirTKSDEJfT O t SCHOOLS. 

People always enjoy the contemplation of that portion of 
their history which has been subject to severe struggles and hard¬ 
ships, because all things valuable are acquired by exertion, self- 
sacrifice and cost, and amid great vicissitudes. 
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What is true of individual history is equally true of the his¬ 
tories of communities and nations. Even the histories of enter¬ 
prises of all kinds are subject to the same general law. 

It is a lamentable fact, however, that those incidents, in 
which we feel so keen and lively an interest, are largely 
wrapped in the obscurity of tradition. This is owing to the 
small, almost insignificant, beginning of all enterprises, and the 
little importance attached to the necessity of preserving the 
early records. We are apt to forget that, however insignificant 
the beginning of anything may be, it may, in course of time, ns- 
sumo vast ana paramount importance. 

In the collection of data for this chapter, wo are much in¬ 
debted to Rev. W. W. Blanchard, Hon. David Patton, C. Mc- 
Keever, J. R. Lewis, George II. Thompson and others. 

Near the close of October, A. D. 1853, David Patton re¬ 
moved from La Fayette, Ind., to that portion of the present Ford 
County, popularly known as Ten Mile Grove, about two and a 
half miles west of Paxton. Here Mr. Patton found about 
a dozen families, who had located along this belt of timber, not 
venturing far out on the prairie lest they should lack for fuel and 
shelter, which the timber so gratuitously provided. 

The schoolhouses nearest to this point were located atUrbana 
and Middleport, a distance of about twenty-five miles. The de¬ 
sire to give their children an elementary education existed in the 
heads of these families, but no effort had been mado to secure the 
benefits to which all looked forward with an intense longing. 

Under the direction of David Patton, a meeting was called, 
at which it was decided to erect a log schoolhouse. This resolu¬ 
tion whs not formed to be speedily forgotten, but was acted 
upon at once. 

There was no plethoric treasury, there were no selfish con¬ 
tractors, there were no expensive mechanics to employ, so tho 
men shouldered their axes, and in the most primitive manner 
constructed the most primitive schoolhouse. One week from the 
day of the meeting, the new schoolhouse was ready for use. 

A difficulty at this point, however, presented itself. The 
schoolhouse was in place, and about thirty-five pupils waiting, 
eager to slake their thirst for knowledge at the spring from which 
they had been so long debarred. But teachers were scarce, and 
none oould be found to lead the young minds. 

In this extremity, Mr. Patton himself assumed the responsi¬ 
bility of teacher, opened the school about the middle of Novem¬ 
ber, 1853, and taught till the following spring. 

In the spring of 1854, Mr. Patton went to La Fayette, Ind., 
to buy his supply of groceries, and while there employed a Miss 
Eulala Lewis, who taught for six months and then married. 

During the winter of 1854-55, David Patton was again em¬ 
ployed to teach, which he did with much credit to himself and 
great benefit to the school. 

Miss Polly Dops, daughter of one of the earliest settlers, a 
family of the Button neighborhood, six miles southeast of Paxton, 
and favorably known by everyone, was engaged to teach for six 
months during the summer of 1855. 

A Mr. Smith, from Montgomery County, Ind., was engaged 
to teach the school in the Patton district, as it was now called, 
during the winter of 1855-56. The pupils, some of whom 
oould attend school only a short time during the year, manifested 
great interest in their work, and pursued their studies with a 
wonderful seal. 

Prospect City, now Paxton, on the Illinois Central Rail¬ 
road, at this time gave promise of becoming an impor¬ 
tant business center, and many new families came in to share in 
the profits that often arise from the rapid building up and im* 
proving of new frontier towns. 

Among the new comers was a Rev. W. W. Blanchard, of Ur- 
bana. Mr. Blanchard was engaged to teach the first school in 
the Upper Ten Mile, a place two miles further up the stream than 
the Patton School. This school was taught during the winter of 
1855-56. 

The people here had not yet built a schoolhouse, but the 
school was taught in the lean-to of the log house of the late Dan¬ 
iel C. Stoner, extensively and favorably known throughout the 
entire southern part of the county. 

An incident worthy of notice, and one that will long be re¬ 
membered in that locality; an incident that varied the humdrum 
monotony of everyday life, and fixed the beginning of a new 
era in that neighborhood, was the marriage of one of tho pupils, 
Miss Barbara Stoner, to N. B., Day, one of the leading citizens 
of the young but enterprising city of Paxton. The teacher, 
Rev. Blanchard, solemnised the important event. A marriage 
is always of interest, but in a new country and a young com¬ 
munity, it becomes an event of paramount importance. In this 
case the bride, Mrs. N. B. Day, continued an earnest student 
till tho close of the term, which made the event doubly impor¬ 
tant, for not every school has the honor to have on its roll a full 
blown bride. 

Other pupils of this school were the Rev. Franklin Stoner, 
now occupying the old homestead; Jessie Todd, now an old and 
respected citizen, who still lives near the same place he occupied 
when a pupil; Edmund and Oliver Hagin, worthy citizens, now 
living near Elliott. 

We cannot stop to trace the history of the individual, nor 
give even a brief biography of each pupil. It is sufficient to 
state that nearly every member of these early schools lives at tho 
resent time, and fills an honorable place in the community where 
e now resides. 

In the summer of 1856, Mr. Blanchard was engagod to teach 
in the now three-year-old log schoolhouse in the Patton district, 
District No. 1. During the following winter of 1856-57, Mr. 
Blanchard taught in tho parlor of Mr. Patton, District No. 1, 
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the old schoolhouse, which had been built in 1853, and at the ( 
time of building was intended for a makeshift only, having be- j 
come old and useless. 

At this time the population increased so rapidly that it be¬ 
came nccossary to organise now school districts. This was 
especially truo of Paxton, now a growing young city, but still 
without a sehoolhouso. 

Ford County did not yet exist, but the territory now consti¬ 
tuting it was still a part of Vermilion County. Applicants for 
teachers' certificates, therefore, wore obliged to go a distance of 
fifty miles or more to Danville, in order to pass an examination 
and secure certificates. The journey across the country was not 
only very fatiguing and expensive, but at times quite impossible, 
and few could afford to make the long journey. 

In order to obviate so long a journey, Mr. Blanchard wrote 
to the Superintendent at Danville, stating the circumstances, and 
requested him to appoint Mr. Patton an Examining Committee 
for the north part of Vermilion County. The Superintendent 
returned an appointment of Messrs. Blanchard and Patton as 
such committee. This facilitated the work very much and was 
hailed with delight by all aspirants for teachers’ positions. Mr. 
Blanchard, being the scholar of this committee, did the examin¬ 
ing. while David Patton, who was a live business roan, attended 
somewhat to the general business connected with the office. 

Among the first applicants for certificate under the new dis¬ 
pensation was Mrs. Salina Allen, an old and experienced teacher 
of Whiteside County, and sister of the Rev. Blanchard and 
President Blanchard, of Knox College. 

Mrs. Allen was employed to teach the first school taught in 
Paxton. Among her pupils were the children of Mr. ana Mrs. 
Stites, 0. B. Tall, now in Chicago, momber of the firm of Pear¬ 
sons & Taft. Mrs. Allen taught at different times with much 
success in the Patton and Stoner districts. 

About this time, June, 1859, Ford County was organised, 
and the Rev. Blanchard was elected the first County Superintend¬ 
ent of schools in the new county. 

In the summer of 1859, Miss Mary A. Blanchard, daughter 
of President Blanchard, was employed to teach in the Patton 
district. 

New districts were now rapidly organized, one near the place 
where Elliott is now located in Dix Township, and Mrs. Allen, 
who had been teaching with such marked success in nearly all 
the schools in the new county, was employed to teach. 

In 1860, a district was organized in the western part of Dix 
Township. A portion of the territory forming this school dis¬ 
trict was taken from the eastern part of Drummer Grove Town¬ 
ship, and was therefore called Union District. Mr. Harvey 
Nash wus the first teacher in this school, and was followed by 
Mr. Peirpont, who finished his term, Mr. Nash having enlisted 
and gone to Washington to take up arms in the defense of his 
country. 

Other teachers in this district were Miss Carver, Mrs. Le 
Fovre and Miss Mary Pierpont, now Mrs. Henry C. Hall, of 
Paxton. 

The country lying northwest of Paxton, and now known 
as Wall Township, early attracted settlers to its fertile, rolling 
prairies. But the settlers were so much scattered that no united 
effort was made to secure educational advantages till the year 
1861. In this year, a small schoolhouse was built on the north¬ 
east corner of Section 26, in the Noel neighborhood, and is still 
known as the Noel School, although it has been moved south one 
mile, and is now located on the northeast corner of Section 85. 
Mr. William Noel was the first Township Treasurer of Wall 
Township. Miss Smith, from McLean County, was the first 
teacher to officiate in the Noel School. 

After Mrs. Allen had closed her term of school in Dix Town¬ 
ship, she was ongaged to teach during the year 1861 in a new dis¬ 
trict in the western part of Wall Township, organised by Mr. 
Lytle, now an old and respected citizen of Paxton. This school 
was taught in a log house belonging to Mr. Lytle. Mrs. D. 
Denman, of Paxton, was one of the first pupils* In the summer 
of 1862, a school was taught in this district in the house of John 
Morris, by Miss Katy Bonesell. No schoolhouse was built in 
this district till 1863, when a small schoolhouse was erected, and 
euphoniously christened “ String Town School,” and is known by 
that name to the present time. The members of the first Board 
of Trustees of this. Wall, township were Abraham Wall, Will¬ 
iam McClelland and Samuel Lytle. At the first meeting of this 
hoard, Wil iam Noel was appointed Township Treasurer. 

Mrs. Allen was an earnestly religious woman, and in addition 
to her school duties found time to organize the first Sabbath 
school in Paxton, being also the first in Ford County. 

During the summer of 1859, Miss Loretta Goodrich taught 
the first school in the Trickle Grove Schoolhouse, about five miles 
southeast of Paxton. 

A small schoolhouse was built about 1859, in Paxton, and 
Miss Jennie Lyon, now Mrs. Samuel L. Day, was the first teacher. 
This schoolhouse was soon outgrown, sold for a dwelling-house, 
and a larger one, now the Baptist Church, was built. Mr. and 
Mrs. Amyx were the teachors hero for some time. Soon this 
schoolhouse also becamo too small, and was sold to the First 
Swedish Lutheran Congregation, and was, in 1872, sold to the 
Baptist body. The nucleus of the present schoolhouse was then 
erected, and has been added to from time to time, as the occasion 
required. 

The following is a list of names of the Principals employed in 
the Paxton Schools from its earliest date to the present time: 
Mrs. Salima Allen, Mias Jennie Lyon, Mr. Amyx, William New- 
lin, J. M. Hanley, W. J. Button, J. M. Spinning, W. J. Button, 
J. M. Hanley, J. S. Wilson, Charles Edwards, E. T. Evans, 
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C. M. Taylor. P. K. McMinn W. A. Wetzell, and the present 
incumbent, Prof. F. W. Gove. 

Of the teachers mentioned in connection with the history of 
this portion of the county, Messrs. Patton and Blanchard and 
Mrs. Allen deserve the honor of doing the pioneer work. 

We havo dwelt upon the details of the work done in this 
locality, not because it is of greater importance than that done j 
elsewhere, but because the first school work was done here, and 
gradually spread over the entire county from this point. 

The western portion of the county, consisting of Drummer 
Grove, Sullivant and Peach Orchard Townships, early gave atten¬ 
tion to educational work. In the winter of 1854-55, Dr. Davis 
removed from Cheeney’s Grove, McLean County, to the western j 
portion of Ford County, and was for several years the only set¬ 
tler. That country in time attracted its share of new comers, 
and in 1862 Dr. Davis found several families, neighbors to him¬ 
self, with no educational advantages. Dr. Davis employed a 
teacher in the winter of 1863-64, to give instruction to his chil¬ 
dren, and, being withal a generous man, he invited the neighbors’ 
children in to be educated with his family. 

The first schoolhouse in this portion of the county was built 
in 1863, in the southeast part of Drummer Grove Township, and 
is popularly known as the Wantwood School. 

In the summer of 1865, two new school districts wore organ¬ 
ized, the Powers Farm School and the Drummer Grove School. 
The schoolhouse known as the Powers Farm School answered the 
threefold purpose of schoolhouse, church and public hall for 
several years. In 1870, the Powers Farm Schoolhouse was 
removed and still Berves as a dwelling-house. The following 
year, 1871, a new and larger building was erected in its place, 
and the name was changed to Union School District No. 4. 

Before either of the above mentioned htuses were built, Miss 
Jennie Frew, of Paxton, taught in a small farm house on the 
farm of Mr. Asa Canterbury, 1865. 

The first school officers elected were Asa Canterbury, Treas¬ 
urer ; L. Lavett, C. Palmer and J. Warner, Trustees; Thomas 
Green, Lewis Weakman and Caleb McKeever, Directors. 

The first teacher in the Union District was a Miss Emma 
Clark, a lady without a finger or thumb on either hand, but by 
means of an elastic band around her wrist, under which she slipped 
a penholder or pencil, was able to writo a very good hand. By 
securing a switch in the same unique manner, she was enabled to 
give the obstreperous youths as much of the birch as was thought 
necessary to aid an elementary education. 

The Drummer Grove Schoolhouse was erected in 1866, and 
in 1872 was removed to Gibson City, and has since then grown 
into the present efficient graded school. Of the early teachers in 
the DrumAer Grove Schoolhouse, we will mention only a few: 
Arabella M. Davis, daughter of Dr. Davis, before mentioned, and 
now Mrs. Weaver White, wife of the present Circuit Clerk ; A. 
F. Irwin and Weaver White. 

The original Drummer Grove Schoolhouse, which had been 
moved to Gibson City in 1872, soon became too small to accom 
modate the rapidly increasing school population of the enterpris¬ 
ing young city, and it was found necessary to provide a larger 
building. The people of Gibson City, therefore, who, by the way, 
were never known to do anything in a half-way manner, erected, 
in 1874, a large and substantial brick building, at a cost of over 
$8,000, with four elegant rooms. But so rapid was the increaso 
in population that it became necessary to provide more room. 
Another schoolhouse was erected in 1882, and Gibson City is 
now provided with school buildings second to none in Eastern 
Illinois. 

The following is a list of names of Principals of the Gibson 
Schools: Jesse Hubbard, E. G. Walker, J. W. Mercer, W. A. 
Wetzell, S. P. Rady, H. J. Clark and the present incumbent, I. 
0. Jones. 

The entire Pan Handle, consisting of Lyman, Brenton, Pella, 
Mona and Rogers Townships, was known by the name of Town of 
Stockton until the year 1858. 

In 1858, a petition was sent to John C. Short, County Clerk 
of Vermilion County, asking that notices be issued and forwarded 
to John R. Lewis, to set off Town 26, Range 9. This was done, 
and the town of Brenton dates its organization from this time. 
About the same time, 1858, efforts were made to have the terri¬ 
tory lying south of Brenton and north of WaII set apart as a 
distinct township, forming what is now Lyman Township. 

A meeting to elect Township Trustees was held at tho resi¬ 
dence of John R. Lewis, January 1, 1859, and J. E. Davis, A. 
J. Bartlett and Saul C. Burt were elected Township Trustees. 
This was the first step toward popular education in the Pan Han¬ 
dle, and from this nucleus the work has spread over the entire 
northern part of the country. The trustees met for tho purpose 
of organizing, February 9, 1859, at the house of A. J. Bartlett. 
After the organization had been completed, the township of Bren¬ 
ton was divided into two school districts, the south half forming 
District No. 1, and the north half District No. 2. John R. Lewis 
was appointed Township Treasurer for Brenton Township, and 
also received a commission from Superintendent Blanchard to ex¬ 
amine applicants for teachers’ certificates. Mr. Lewis filled the 
latter office until the election of James Brown, 1869. It was 
further provided at this meeting, that election notices for a school 
election in District No. 1 be posted, and an election held in or¬ 
der that something tangible might be done in securing school 
privileges. This election was held at the house of Jacob Titus, 
Monday, February 21, 1859, but was adjourned to February 
28. At this adjourned meeting, John R. Lewis, Mark Par¬ 
sons and Ira Z. Congdon were elected the first Board of Di¬ 
rectors in District No. 1, Brenton Township. Nothing more, 
however, was dono in Recuring a school at this time. There 


were no schoolhouses; the dwelling houses were small, and the 
obstacles that hindered school work almost insurmountable. 

J. E. Davis and A. J. Bartlett, Trustees, had moved from 
the township shortly aftor their election in the summer of 1859, 
and it became necessary to elect other Trustees in their place. 
Accordingly a meeting for the election of Trustocs was called for 
February 1,1860. At this election L. T. Bishop and T. \V. Pope 
wero elected. Mr. Bishop has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees over since his election in 1860, a term of twenty-four 
years, a remarkable case of tenure of office. So far schools ex¬ 
isted here in theory only, and as no education was diffused in this 
way, great efforts wero now made to have a school in reality. To 
further this end. John R. Lewis offered his shed lean-to for a 
schoolhouse, which was gladly accepted. 

A Miss Annie E. llobbis, afterward Mrs. Conrow, wife of 
County Superintendent Conrow, was the first teachor in the Pan 
Handle, beginning the school the first Monday in December, 1859, 
and continued four months. Mr. Lewis, in addition to giving his 
lean to for school purposes, furnished tho fuel to keop the pupils 
warm, and board for the teacher for tho four months. For this 
he received tho very liber.il compensation of $24. 

The following summer, 1860, the first schoolhouse in the Pan 
Handle wns built on the farm of Mr. Wagner, and is to this day 
known as the Jacob Wagner School. This was a small building, 
16x20 feet, but answered the purpose quite woll. Miss llobbis, 
who had made a record as a good teacher the winter before, was 
engaged to teach the pupils that gathored at this diminutivo col¬ 
lege. 

A small village, Piper City, had sprung up in District No. 2, 
in the northern part of Brenton Township, and it became neces¬ 
sary to provide means for education there. A small schoolhouse, 
probably the smallest ever built, 12x12 feet, was erected in 1865. 
This house was several years afterward displaced by a larger and 
more convenient school building, and is now used by Mr. J. A. 
Montelius as a scale office. The first teacher here was a Miss 
Mary Thompson. After the close of Miss Thompson’s term, a 
Miss Brown, now Mrs. McElhiney, taught in the little village 
school. From this small beginning has grown the present effi¬ 
cient graded school of Piper City. 

Lyman Township was not far behind her sister township, 
Brenton, in educational work. About tho time when Brenton 
Township was organized, Mr- S. K. Marston sent in a petition to 
have Lyman Township organized, and the organization of the two 
townships was consummated about the same time. In tho north¬ 
eastern part of Lyman Township are several sections of 
broken, rolling land, which were early settled by people from Con¬ 
necticut. They chose this because it stood in such a decided 
contrast to the surrounding prairie, which to them looked more 
like a groat expanse of marsh than land fit for agricultural pur¬ 
poses, and was more in conformity with the nature of the country 
in their Connecticut homes. These persons, eager for education¬ 
al advantages, organized a school district in 1859, and Mrs. S. 
K. Marston was engaged to give tho necessary instruction. 
This first school was taught in an upper room of Mr. Marston’s 
dwelling. Among the pupils was G. P. Lyman, brother of S. 
B. Lyman, ex-Sheriff of Ford County. A schoolhouse was 
built m this settlement in the summer of 1860, and was named 
District No. 1. Soon after this, a district was organized two 
milos south. This was christened District No. 2, and is popu¬ 
larly known as the Larkin’s District. No schoolhouse was 
built in this district for some time, but Mr. W. S. Larkins came 
to the rescue by giving the use of one of his rooms for school 
purposes. Here Miss Alice J. Jewell scattered the jewels of an 
elementary education among the rising generation. The second 
term of school in this district was taught in a small stable, con¬ 
verted into a school room, and Miss Jewell again presided as 
teacher. In 1863 or 1864, a schoolhouse was built, and one of 
the early teachers was the congenial George U. Thompson ex¬ 
tensively known throughout the entire central part of the coun¬ 
ty, and now a resident of Kansas. 

The educational work having now fairly begun, rapidly spread 
over the entire northern portion of the county. Indeed, the 
country schools in the Pan Handle are at this time better provided 
with good schoolhouses and apparatus than any other part of 
Ford County. It is impossible in the brief space allotted us to 
make mention of all townships, and furthermore, the early his¬ 
tory of some of the townships is so intimately interwoven with 
the history of adjoining townships that to separate them would 
rob them of much of their interest. 

GRADKD SCHOOLS. 

Ford County has at the present time three graded schools. 
One at the county scat, Paxton, one at Gibson And one at 
Piper City. The schools at Paxton and Gibson have for a 
number of years ranked among the best graded schools in Eastern 
Illinois. These two schools have in addition to their regula 
eight-grade graded course, a two years’ high school course. Tho 
work of these schools has been so thorough and broad as to fit their 
graduates sufficiently to participate in the practical affairs of life 
with great efficiency. But few schools of this kind are better pro¬ 
vided with reference libraries and apparatus. The physiological 
models, chemical laboratory, zoological and geological specimens 
of the Paxton Graded School are probably more complete than 
those of any school of like grade. The Piper City School, which 
was organized as an eight-grade graded school in the suinmor of 
A. D. 1883, is doing very efficient work, and in a short time will 
be equal to any school of its kind. 

The graded school buildings arc not only substantial and 
roomy, but attractive and comfortable. 
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COUNTRY SCHOOLS. 

There are ninety-nine district schools in Ford County, in¬ 
cluding the village schools, with two teachers. Although Ford 
was the last county organized in the State, her district schools, 
in the efficiency of the work done, are fully equal to the schools 
of some counties much older. With but very few exceptions, 
the school buildings arc well fitted for the purpose they are 
intended to serve, and where the schoolhouses are small and 
old, strenuous efforts are being made to effect the needed im¬ 
provements. There is no doubt, that in course of time, the 
district schools of Ford County will be equal to the best dis¬ 
trict schools in the State. Mr. D. H. Armstrong, County Su¬ 
perintendent, made an effort in 1878 to grade the country 
schools, but his death in 1879 frustrated the plan which had 
not yet had time to become popular. Efforts are now being 
made by the present incumbent, F. G. Lohman, to complete 
the grading that was so unfortunately stopped, and it is hoped 
that the plan will be carried to a successful issue. 

INSTITUTES. 

Teachers' institutes were a thing unknown in Ford County till 
1878. It is true that Col. Brown, who was Superintendent in 
1869 and 1870, held an institute for the benefit of teachers, but 
this did not result in much good, hence did not become a perma¬ 
nent fixture. In 1878, D. H. Armstrong made a very vigorous 
effort to hold a teachers' institute, and have such institutes a part 
of the educational work of the county. These institutes have 
been continued ever since, and have been a source of groat benefit 
to the teachers. It is true that teachers’ institutes in Ford County 
have been greatly hindered by a lack of means, and, therefore, 
have not been as efficient as they should be. This our legislators 
recognised, and to aid educational work throughout the State, 
passed a bill that every applicant for certificate, and every appli¬ 
cant for renewal of certificate, shall pay a fee of $1. The fees 
that are thus paid constitute an institute fund, and will place our 
teachers' institutes on a firm financial basis. 

THE PAXTON HIGH SCIIOOL.* 

The Paxton High School was organized in the fall of 1874, 
with T. L. Evans as Principal. Mr. Evans had been the Princi¬ 
pal of the public school for several years, and having brought a 
class to the end of the common school course, which was anxious 
and ready to pursue higher studies, he advocated and obtained 
the introduction into the schools of a higher course, which in¬ 
cluded three years Latin, the natural sciences, higher mathematics 
and the study of English and American literature. The School 
Board under which this advance was obtained was composed of 
S. P. Bushnell, W. B. Travis and S. D. Cooper. The experi¬ 
ment proved a success. The course was made very complete and 
thorough. Mr. Evans was systematic and energetic in his work, 
and with the able assistance of Miss Sarah J. Shields the first 
high school class graduated in the spring of 1877, with honor to 
themselves and the school. The class contained, at graduation, 
five members—Misses Jennie W. Harper and L. Jennie Moffett, 
Messrs. F. L. Cooper, Harry C. Buell and Edgar N. Stevens. 
The graduating exercises were held at Clark’s Hall June 15th, 
1877, and attracted a very large audience. The exercises in¬ 
cluded orations and essays from the graduates that were said by 
competent judges to be fully up to the standard of such produc¬ 
tions. On June 7, 187*, the second class graduated. The 
exercises were held at Clark’s Hall, and again the audience was 
entertained with a choice programme of essays, declamations 
and orations by the graduates and under graduates. Misses 
Julia D. Bicket and Florence Moffett received diplomas as the 
reward of their labor. The practice of giving flowers as tokens 
of esteem and approbation was begun at this time. 

The high school department was discontinued under the di¬ 
rectorship of Messrs. C. Bogardus, G. W. Cruxen and W. B. 
Travis, with Prof. C. M. Taylor as Principal, and there were no 
graduates in the spring of 1879. 

Under the professorship of P. K. MoMinn, there were no 
high school graduates in 1880, but a class completed the public 
school course and held graduating exercises from the public 
school. The commencement was held in Clark's Hall, Thursday 
evening, May 27, 1880. The class was composed of five mem¬ 
bers—Misses Ollie Reed, Annie Morris, Kate Dwyer and Lettie 
Evans, and Mr. Charles Mead. - The entertainment was excel¬ 
lently conducted, and the graduates acquitted themselves with 
honor. 

Prof. McMinn continued with the school another year, and at 
the end of that time the following were the graduates: Misses 
Nora McQuisten, Julia Moffett and Mr. William H. Ramsey, and 
the usual closing exercises were held. 

The interest in the high school was revived with the advent of 
Prof. W. A. Wetzell. He commenced* work in the fall of 1881, 
and in the spring of 1882 was able to make a very encouraging 
report. A class of five had finished the first year's work, and 
was prepared to complete the high school course the following 
year. 

A large audience again assembled at Clark's Hall on Tuesday 
evening, June 12,1888, to hear what these young people had to 
say for themselves. A splendid programme of orations and es 
says had been prepared by the graduates, and the various exer¬ 
cises were given with an ease and finish which showed much care 
in the preparation. Diplomas were awarded to Misses Minnie 
Bush, Grace Ide, Edith Huston and Addie Wilson, Messrs Or- 
vie Wilson and Walter Hill. 

Prof. Wetzell concluded his labors in the schools in Decem- 
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ber, 1883. During his residence here his wife did much to ele¬ 
vate the study of music and to placo it among the regular studies 
of the common and high schools. 

He was succeeded by Prof. F. W. Gove, of Normal, in Jan- j 
uarj, 1884. Mr. Gove remained with the school until June fol- | 
lowing, and graduated one of the finest classes ever sent out from | 
our high school. Their names are familiar to our ears, as they 
are all well-known in this community: John II. McElroy, 
Charles 0. Shephardson, Clare E. Me harry, Harry L. Dunlap, 
Raymond* V. Smith and Allie B. Meharry. The exercises in 
their entirety were among the best ever given by the high school 
graduates. Mrs. F. W. Gove continued teaching the study of 
music in the school, and left it in good shape for grading. 

The young people who havo graduated from the high school 
are doing good work in their respective vocations. We wish for 
thorn the greatest success in their future life. 

The names of the present members of the School Board are 
John M. Hanley, Merton Dunlap and George J. Shepardson. 
The corps of teachers for 1884 is as follows : Prof. Austin C. 
Rishol, Principal, Misses Sue E. Banghart, J. Esther Johnson, 
Kate Dwyer, Flora Garrotte, Laura Bruce, Minnie Bush, Mrs. 
Helen A. Lewis and Mrs. Shepardson, teacher of music. 


SECRET SOCIETIES. 

So far as we have been able to obtain the reports, the secret 
societies of the county are as follows : 

Gibson—Hesperon Lodge, No. 123, K. P.; Gibson Lodge, 
No. 738, A., F. & A. M.; Gibson Chapter, No. 183, R. A. M.; 
Persian Queen Lodge, Order of Eastern Star; Gibson Lodge, 
No. 542, I. 0. 0. F.; Encampment, No. 158, I. 0. 0. F.; Lott 
Post, No. 70, G. A. R.; Drummer Lodge, No. 1611, K. of H.; 
Antioch Lodge, No. 28, Ancient York Masons. 

Paxton—Paxton Lodge, No. 416, A., F. k A. M.; Ford 
Chapter, No. 118, R. A. M.; Mt. Olivet Commandery, No. 88, 
K. T.; Post of Grand Army of the Republic; Independent Or¬ 
der of Mutual Aid; Royal Templars of Temperance. 

Piper City—Piper Lodge, No. 471, I. 0. 0. F.; Piper 
Lodge, No. 608, A., F. k A. M.; Post of Grand Array of the 
Republic. 

Sibley—Sibley Lodge, No. 761, A., F. k A. M. 

Cabery—A prosperous lodge of A., F. k A. M. 


FORD COUNTY FAIRS. 

PAXTON. 

BT QBOKQB A. HALL. 

A public meeting was held at the court house in Paxton, April 
9, 1864, for the purpose of organizings Fair Association. J. H. 
Dungan was chosen Chairman of the meeting, and William A. 
Goodrich, Secretary. A constitution for an association, to be 
known as “ The Ford County Agricultural Society,” was unan¬ 
imously adopted, in which the object was stated to be “ The pro¬ 
motion of agricultural, horticultural, mechanical and household 
arts,” and the following officers were elected: 

President, Frederick T. Putt; Vice Presidents, Joshua E. 
Davis, J. P. Search, E. F. Havens; Recording Secretary, L. A. 
Barber; Corresponding Secretary, R. R. Murdock; Treasurer, 
John L. Murdock; Directors, James F. Hall, Howard Case, 
Leonard Pierpont, William Walker, G. B. Winter. 

Under the above organization, county fairs were held in Pax¬ 
ton in 1864 and in 1865. After this no fair was held for sev¬ 
eral years. On the 10th of February, 1872, a public meeting 
oonvened at the oourt house to re-organise under a new constitu¬ 
tion and the by laws of the State Board of Agriculture. Of this 
meeting Benjamin F. Dye was Chairman, and N. E. Stevens, 
Secretary. This object, however, was not accomplished until an 
adjourned meeting, held April 6, 1872, when a constitution and 
by laws were adopted, and the following officers elected: 

President, William Noel; Vice Presidents, M. L. Sullivant, F. 
T. Putt; Secretary, John J. Simons; Treasurer, George Wright; 
Corresponding Secretary, N. E. Stevens; Executive Committee, 
John Bodley, W. B. Holmes, Samuel Lefever. B. F. Dye, John 
Richardson, William T. Patton, R. Cruxen, C. U. Frew, A. H. 
Hanley. 

Under this organization a fair was held in Paxton, commenc¬ 
ing September 24, 1872, and lasting four days. 

On the 14th of January, 1873, having ascertained that, by a 
clerical error the name of the society did not conform to the re- 

a uirements of the State Board, a resolution was adopted declaring 
le name to be 44 The Ford County Agricultural Board.” 

The officers elected for 1873 were as follows: 

President, William Noel; Vice Presidents, F. T. Putt, Will¬ 
iam Walker; Secretary, John J. Simons; Treasurer, George 
Wright; Corresponding Secretary, C. H. Frew; Executive Com¬ 
mittee, John Bodley, W. B. Holmes, Samuel Lefever, B. F. Dye, 
John Richardson, W. T. Patton, R. Cruxen, C. W. Mehsrry, A. 
H. Hanley. The second annual fair was held at Paxton Sep¬ 
tember 2 to 5, 1873. 

Following is a list of officers for 1874: 

President, William Noel; Vice President, C. W. Meharry; 
Secretary, John J. Simons; Treasurer, George Wright; Cor¬ 
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responding Secretary, C. H. Frew; Executive Committee, John 
Bodley, Lindsey Corbloy, J. H. Flagg, R. Cruzen, A. II. Han¬ 
ley, John Karr, F. T. Putt, B. F. Hill, John Bayne. 

The fair of 1874 was held at Paxton September 29 to Oc¬ 
tober 2. 

The next annual f;iir was held at the same place, September 
21 to 24, 1875. Officers, President, William Noel; Vice Pres¬ 
ident, J. II. Flagg; Secretary, Merton Dunlap; Treasurer, J. 
P. Day; Corresponding Secretary, N. E. Stevens ; Executive 
Committee, F. T. Putt, H. J. Schaeffer, John Karr. John Bayne, 
P. V. Ileaiey, John Bodley, B. F. Hill, N. B. Day, R. Cruzen. 

In 1876, tho fair was held September 19 to 22. Officers— 
President, F. T. Putt; Vice President, J. II. Flagg ; Secretary, 
Merton Dunlap; Treasurer, John M. Hall; Corresponding Sec¬ 
retary, N. E. Stevens; Executive Committee, William Noel, 
George Arnott, William T. Patton, H. J. Schaeffer, C. II. Frew, 
G. W. Cruzen, J. P. Middlecoff, John Karr, P. V. Henley. 

The fair of 1877, was held September 11 to 14. Officers— 
President, F. T. Putt: Vice President, William Noel ; Secre¬ 
tary, John J. Simons; Treasurer, John M. Hall; Corresponding 
Secretary, N. E. S:ovens; Executive Committee, II. J. Schaef 
fer, G. W. Cruzen, George Arnott, A. L. Clark, N. B. Day, 
Charles Bogardus, C. M. Bodley, Daniel Moudy, J. H. Flagg, 

The date of tho next fair was September 10 to 13, 1878. 
Officers—President, Abram Croft; Vice President, II. J. Schaef¬ 
fer; Secretary, G. W. Cruzen; Treasurer, John M. Hall; Cor¬ 
responding Secretary, N. E. Stevens; Executive Committee, J. 
P. Day, Stacy Daniels, Daniel Moudy, W. E. Sawyer, J. B. 
Loose, R. Cruzen, George Arnott, C. W. Meharry, Lindsey 
Corbley. 

In 1879, the fair was held September 16 to 19. Offioers— 
President, Abram Croft; Vice President, A. L. Clark ; Secre¬ 
tary, G. W. Cruzen ; Treasurer, John M. Hall ; Corresponding 
Secretary, N. E. Stevens; Directors, J. P. Day, J. C. Kirk¬ 
patrick, J. B. Loose, William Noel, F. T. Putt, W. E. Sawyer. 

The fsir of 1880 was held August 31 and September 1 to 3. 
Officers—President, Abram Croft; Vice Presidents, J. P. Day, 
A. Goodell, H. J. Schaeffer; Secretary, W. McTaggart; Treas¬ 
urer, John M. Hall; Corresponding Secretary, N. E. Stevens; 
Directors, N. B. Day, 0. A. Swanson, T. M. King, A. M. Dag¬ 
gett, John Karr, J. W. Axline, J. R. Kinnear, William Noel, 
E. F. Earl. 

The tenth annual fair was held in Paxton, August 30 and 81, 
and September 1 and 2, 1881. Officers—President, Charles 
Bogardus; Vice Presidents, E. F. Earl, N. B. Day, W. E. 
Sawyer; Secretary, George A. Hall; Treasurer, George Grove ; 
Corresponding Secretary, D. E. Stoner; Directors, A. Crolt, W. 
McTaggart, William Noel, A. M. Daggett, T. M. King, William 
Kenney, Nels Dahlgren, R. S. Hall,T W. Axline. 

The same offioers were re elected for J882, but the Directors 
subsequently voted to hold no fair that year, and none was held 
in 1883. 

BRBNTON AND PELLA. 

BT H. ALLMUTT. 

At a meeting hold in John Clark’s hall at Piper City, Novem¬ 
ber 5,1881, by some of the citizens of Brenton and Pella Town¬ 
ships, for the purpose of organizing a farmers' club, the follow¬ 
ing business was transacted: 

On motion of Thomas McDermott, of Pella, James Arnold, of 
Pella, was chosen President. On motion. James R. Rezner, of 
Brenton, T. J. Sowers, of Pella, was chosen Secretary, and on 
motion of Peter Gallahue, of Pella, James R. Rezner, of Bren¬ 
ton, was elected Treasurer. On motion, tho club was named 
The Brenton and Pella Farmers’ Club. 

On motion, adjourned to meet again in Clark’s Hall Decem¬ 
ber 3, 1881, at 7 o’clock P. M. 

T. J. Sowers, Secretary. 

At the next meeting, Deoember 8, 1881, J. A. Montelms 
moved that the officers elected hold their offices for one year. 
Carried. 

This was the first of a number of most interesting meetings 
daring the winter of 1881-82. They were all well attended, 
and many farmers gave some valuable information on matters of 
interest to agriculturists. 

During this rear it was decided to bold a fair for the exhibi¬ 
tion of live stock, and the 23d day of September, 1882, was se¬ 
lected for the occasion 

At this meeting, Henry Allnutt was elected Assistant Secre¬ 
tary. 

The premiums offered were the Western Rural and Piper 
City Advertisers for the best blooded animal on the grounds. 

The blueaud red ribbons were awarded in each class. There 
were seventy nine entries. Three span of horses afterward sold 
for $500 for each span. R. Dunn of Brenton, took the Western 
Rural and Advertiser premium. 

This fair was such s decided success that it was decided to 
hold one every year, and in 1883 money premiums were offered, 
an entrance fee charged, and more extensive arrangements made. 

At the election of officers for the year ending November, 
1884, James Arnold, of Pella, was re-elected President; C. Jen¬ 
nings, of Brenton, First Vice President; T. J. Sowers, of Pella, 
Second Vice President. Henry Allnutt, of Piper City, Secre¬ 
tary, and Joseph Burger, of Brenton, Treasurer. 

GIBBON. 

This society was organised in 1872, and the first fair was held 
in September of that year. The first officers were J. E. Davis, 
President; W. H. Simms, Secretary; John H. Collier, Treas¬ 
urer. The society continued in successful operation until 1879, 
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the last fair being in September of the latter year. The last 
officers were J. B. Lott, President; R. M. Smith, Secretary; 
M. T. Burwell, Treasurer. 

Mr. Lott, who was very active, and succeeded in making this 
last fair quite a success, was taken sick, and died shortly after* 
ward. 

We are indebted to Mr. Yeomans for the foregoing facts. 

It is well to remember in connection with this question of lo¬ 
cal fairs that great exhibitions and fairs at large cities,*together 
with very low excursion rates on railroads, have turned the atten¬ 
tion of the people away from home fairs. The spirit of sight¬ 
seeing is abroad in the land. 


THE SWEDES IN FORD COUNTY. 

A book called “Svenskarne i Illinois" (the Swedes in Illinois), 
was compiled and written in 1880 by Capt. Eric Johnson, of 
Galva, ill., and C. F. Peterson, one of the managing 
editors of Stceruka Tribunen (the Swedieh Tribune). Chicago, 
and from it the following translations are made by John F. Q. 
Ilelmer, the present Deputy Circuit Clerk of Ford County. 

This part of Illinois has a very peculiar geographical shape, 
and is similar to Rock Island County. It is forty one miles long 
and twenty-eight miles wide, located between Iroquois and Living¬ 
ston Counties. In one place it is twenty-eight miles, and in an¬ 
other again eighteen miles wide, but only to again contract itself 
into a narrow strip only six miles wide. The county was organ¬ 
ised in 1859, and had in 1870 a population of 10,000 people. 
The land is nearly level and in many places very level and flat, 
so that a system of ditches is and will be necessary to carry off 
the surplus water in wet seasons. Paxton is the leading town 
and county seat, and has a population of about 2,500. 

THB SWBDBS IN AND ABOUT PAXTON. 

The Swedes in Paxton and* the immediate vicinity have in 
Swen Iledenskog their earliest pioneer. He hod in Sweden 
been overseer of a large plantation in the province of Holland, 
and emigrated with his family in 1857, and settled about nine 
miles west of Paxton. Here, poor as he was, he experienced 
many privations, but came out victorious, and prospered, and was 
considered to be well-off when he, a few years ago, moved to 
Nebraska, where he has since died. In 1859, Carl Anderson, 
who was a sailor by occupation, and another man by the name of 
Andrew Olson (both from the Province of Uelsingland, Sweden), 
faceted in the neighborhood. Anderson has since removed to 
Colorado, leaving a daughter, still residing here. Mr. Olson 
lives with his family on a farm three miles southwest of town, 
well fixed. 

v When in 1863 it became an assured fact to locate the Swedish 
Augustana College at Paxton, the Swedish emigration became 
lively to these parts, and in that year an agreement was made 
with the Illinois Central Railroad Company that the Swedes 
should settle on lands the company had for sale, in consider¬ 
ation of which the company should pay the college a commission 
of $1 per acre on every acre sold to the Swedish settlers. Con¬ 
sul P. L. Hawkinson, of Chicago, was the company’s agent in 
Paxton. Among others who arrived at that time was Erix Ras¬ 
mus, from Gammalstorp Blekinge. He had then been in the 
country ten years, having emigrated in 1853, and settled at 
Galesburg. He is still to be found on a well-improved farm of 
129 acres, east of Paxton. In the same year (1863), came to 
the Paxton Colony Carl Larson, Erik Carlson, John Anderson 
and A. M. Hanson, all still in life and in vigorous health, and 
owners of pretty farms that yield them abundantly all they need. 

The following year brought to Paxton J. H. Wistrand, who 
was the first Swedish merchant in Paxton, and kept a grocery 
till 1875, when the oollege remove^ to Rock Island; he also re¬ 
moved there and at once engaged in mercantile business. Peter 
Hedburg appeared in Paxton the same year, and kept a lumber 
yard at tint, and afterward in various other occupations, and held 
the offices of Justice of the Peace and Collector. Poor health 
made it necessary for him to seek a different clime, and in the 
spring of 1873 he removed to Colorado and located at Denver, 
where he is now the Swedish Consul. 

Emigration to the Ford County Colony continued brisk, and 
in 1865, the following additions from Attica, Ind., same place as 
Mr. Hedberg, who all had lived there for some years. Among 
them we find Fredrik Bjorklund, Carl Fager, John Swan, John 
Johnson, Carl Peterson, Peter Larson, Carl Johnson, Adolph 
Johnson and John Nelson, who are all with their families still 
living and farming, also Peter Larson and John Nelson, who are 
prosperous merchants. Emigration to the place continued con¬ 
stantly till 1870. Since then nearly as many have moved out 
West to other Western States and Territories, as have come here 
from Sweden. About them can be said that they have fought all 
difficulties with heroic courage, and acquired an independence 
where their American brethren and neighbors very often have 
failed. The secret hero is their persevering hard labor, and 
strict economy. Land in this part of the State has always been 
cheaper than in the northwestern part of the State. So called 
improved farms can be bought for $25 and $35 per acre. The 
number of Swedes in the town of Paxton and immediate vicinity 
is estimated at 1,000. In no place, with the exception of New 
Boston, can be found as many business men (merchants) in pro¬ 
portion to the population, and nowhere do the Swedes a better 
business than here. It is natural that they would not sue- 
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ceed as well, did not the Americans support them as well as their 
Swedish patrons. One of the most successful Swedish enter- 
rises is Nels Dahlgren’s plow and machine shops. Mr. D. 
ad before been engaged with John Deers k Co., in Moline, Ill. 
Came to Paxton in 1865, and began on a small scale the same 
year. His productions, especially bis plows, soon earned him a 
reputation as the best in the market, and the demand for them 
increased, and the shops were enlarged so that he ’was able to 
manufacture 300 plows and 40 cultivators in 1871. If the shops 
were better locatod so his plows could be shipped and compete 
with other makes, it would be an easy matter to treble the pro¬ 
duction, but Mr. D. is a man of the few who are wise to engage 
in a slower and surer road to wealth, and he is satisfied with the 
encouragement he has received, and his profits have been propor¬ 
tionately greater than larger manufacturers, because he nas re¬ 
tailed his plows directly to his customers from his shops, when 
others have to be handled through commissioned dealers. Al¬ 
though the capacity of his shops could turn out 500 plows a year, 
the output is only about 80 plows, which is at present sufficient 
for local demand. We continue further, and find Gustaf Sand¬ 
berg, who is running an important wagon and blacksmith shop; 
Swenning Anderson, blacksmith ; J. r. Lindstrom, dealer and 
manufacturer in furniture and cabinet goods (N. G. Egnell 
has succeeded to Mr. Lindstrom in business); Kjellstrand k Mel- 
by, painters; A. J. Lawrence, dry goods; John F. G. Helmer, 
drug clerk; Peter Larson, the only merchant tailor; John Nel¬ 
son, dealer in ready-made clothing; Fred Telander, groceries and 
hardware; N. G. Egnell, furniture; Nels Younggren, John 
Crantz, Andrew Anderson, Perry A. Berggren and Lars II. 
Rodeen, all in groceries ; Sheldon k Swanson, dealers and manu¬ 
facturers of boots and shoes; P. A. Berggren, photographer, and 
Swen Lundberg, brick and tile maker, three miles out of town, 
with a yearly production of 500,000 brick. In the matter of 
churches, they are here as well provided for as their countrymen 
elsewhere. The Swedish Lutheran Congregation was organised 
by Prof. Hasselguist in 1863. 

The first services were held in the old schoolhouse which 
belonged to the college, and served as a house of worship till 
1872, when a good and substantial church was built. Its dimen¬ 
sions are eighty feet long, forty feet wide, twenty high, whereto 
is added the 100 feet high spire. The cost of same finished 
amounted to $11,000. The pulpjt may be noted as very pretty 
and costly, and is regarded as second to none in the State, when 
speaking of the Scandinavian Churches. 

The congregation has 365 communicants, and in all 600 
members. The Sunday school ie attended by 150 children. 
Rev. A. Edgren is pastor of the church, and was born in Nedra 
Ulleryd, in the Province of Verraland, the 3d day of January, 
1844. He came to America in 1870, and graduated in Paxton 
the 29th of June, 1873. The Swedish, Lutheran Mission Church 
was, in November, 1878, organized with a membership of seventy- 
five, with Rev. A. P. Palmquist as its pastor. The following 
ear a neat and pleasant church was built at an expense of 
1,500. The membership has since increased to 135 persons. 
Society Swea has existed since 1877, and is at present in a very 
prosperous condition, although the membership never exceeded 
a higher figure than twenty-five. Its principal object is to fur¬ 
nish its members social benefits and mutual assistance. Swea has 
already paid out considerable sum as help to sick members, and 
has laid a good foundation for a library fund. The present 
officers of Society Swea are: Henry Pearson, President; John A. 
Nelson, Vice President; John F. G. Helmer, Secretary; Gust 
Sandburg, Treasurer; and Aug Smith, Librarian. 

The Swedish Cornet Band was organized by the musically 
inclined Swedes, in October, 1877, with A. G. Palrablnd as 
leader, and members of same are John A. Nelson, C. A. Larson, 
George Hanson, A. E. Sheldon, G. Swenson, G. A. Lundberg, 
A. Hegstrom, A. J. Anderson and Gust Sandburg. In the 
political field has John F. G. Helmer held the office of Coroner 
four years, the office of the Justice of the Peace has been held 
by Peter Ileadburg, and also Andrew Lindstrom, now residing in 
Chicago; and he was elected collector of taxes. Peter Hedberg, 
Swen Peterson, and A. J. Anderson is the present incumbent. 

FARM BR8VILLB. 

This is a settlement of Swedes, nine miles west of Paxton, 
and is the center of a large prosperous settlement, dating back 
to 1863 and 1864, or at about the same time the- college was 
located at Paxton. About the countrymen here is not much of 
a general interest to relate, because they live scattered on farms, 
and we have no other history than that of their church. 

A Swedish Lutheran Church was organized here in the year 
1863, and in 1867 a church was erected at a cost of $4,000, 
and a parsonage costing $2,000—membership about 225. This 
colony stretches Car away in the north and west, to the stations 
of Elliott and Gibson, and in each of them are a number of 
Swedes. Frank W. Johnson runs a blacksmith shop. 

At Gibson reside twenty Swedish families, who have organ¬ 
ized a church, and is visited by the Rev. J. E. Nystrom, from 
Farmersville. Nystrom was born the 24th of May, 1851, 
at Motala, Sweden; he emigrated in 1877, and graduated as 
minister, from Augustana College, at Rock Island, in the spring 
of 1879. The Swedes here about Gibson are day-laborers ana 
renters. N. E. Eklund and John F. Johnson run shoe shops. 

The Paxton settlement branches out south along the Illinois 
Central Railroad into Champaign County, and at Rantoul we 
find the firm of Swedberg k Dahlgren, who conduct a wagon 
shop and do general blacksmithing, and John Lindeboef, maker of 
boots and shoes. East of Paxton we have Rankin, where a 
Swedish Lutheran Congregation has existed since 1865. The 


Swedish population in Ford County is estimated at 1,500 per¬ 
sons, and they all do well. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

A. J. Anderson, bom January 25, 1850, in Gronwa, came 
witn his parents to Ia Fayette, Ind., in 1852, where he lived five 
years and moved afterward to Attica, Ind., but removed to Pax¬ 
ton, in 1869. They farmed in the neighborhood. He wai 
married, in 1877, to Miss C. J. Peterson, and to them has been 
born a child. He is a Lutheran, and a Republican. 

P. A. Berggren was born on the 7th of July, 1842. He em¬ 
igrated in 1853, and lived in Milford, Ind., where his father re¬ 
sided, and went afterward with him to Attica, where his father 
lived till 1875, when he moved to Cannon Falls, Minn., where he 
still lives. Berggren enlisted in 1864, in one of the Indiana 
regiments, and served ten months in the war, and went to rail¬ 
roading as brakoman for one and one half years. He learned 
photography and ran an art gallery in Paxton, until February, 
1880, when he opened a grocery store. He was married in 1872, 
to Emma S. Johnson; they have two daughters. Affiliates with 
the Lutheran Church, and he is Republican. 

Carl Fredrick Carlson, farmer on Section 18, Pattoh Town¬ 
ship (Farmersville), and owner of 240 acres. He was bom in 
Myrlunda, Kalmarian. He emigrated in 1857, and lived near 
Henry in Marshall County, where he left his wife and went to 
Kansas to establish his home for the future, and came back in three 
months with the intention of removing his family there, but soon 
learned that the Indians had made a raid on the then very new 
Kansas colonies and murdered the settlers, which made him 
abandon the idea, and he concluded to remain in Illinois. He 
struggled hard and had many difficulties to experience, and he 
and his wife toiled for others. In 1865, they had saved enough 
money to buy eighty acres in Ford County, whence they re¬ 
moved and have sifice prospered. His wife was Lovisa Nelson, 
from Kristdala. They had seven children. Lutheran and Re¬ 
publican. Post office, Elliott, 111. 

E. Collin, of Farmersville, owns 117 acres; bom at Verum 
Skane, the 5th of March, 1828, emigrated 1852 and located first 
at Knoxville and afterward at Galesburg, where he worked on the 
railroad and carpentering; moved, 1863, to Paxton and bought 
eighty acres, which he has since improved and resided on. Mar¬ 
ried, 1855, with Elsa Randum ; seven children. Lutheran and a 
Republican. 

Nils Dahlgren, bom the 26th of February, 1832, in Orsjo Mal- 
mohus Lan ; he learned blacksmithing in Swedon and emigrated 
1854. Stopped and worked in Boston one year, and came to 
Moline, Ill., in April, 1856, and was employed in Deere k 
Co.’s plow shops till 1866, when he moved to Paxton and started 
to manufacture plows. Married for the third time the 2d day of 
October, 1869, with Cocilia Olson, from Swenstorp in Kristian- 
stads Liln. Has with his first wife a daughter, who is married to 
Fred Telander, and also a daughter with his present wife. D. 
has made money and is still as industrious as in former days. 
Does not belong to any church, is a strong Republican. Mrs. 
Dahlgren is a member of the Mission Church. 

N. G. Egnell, born in Norrkbping the 1st day of June, 1818, 
learned cabinet-making in Sweden, and went, in 1845, to Russia 
where he worked in St. Petersburg at his trade till 1852, when 
he emigrated to America and landed in Boston, where he remained 
two years; moved to Moline, Ill., 1854, stopped there until 
1864 when he came to Paxton to open a furniture store; and was 
married, in 1855, to Johanna Emanuelson, from Odeshbg in 
Ostergbthland, from whence she emigrated 1855. Has two 
daughters and one son. Is a Lutheran and a Republican. 

John F. G. Helmer, boro 14th November, 1849, at Hjcrtabo, 
Vestergbthland ; attended the college at Jbnkbping before he emi¬ 
grated in 1867. Here he did not expect to find it very easy, and 
went to work on the farm at first. During the past ten years 
has held the position as drug clerk in S. D. Cooper’s drug store 
in Paxton, and is agent for all the leading ocean steamship lines. 
Of Helmer may be said that he is one of the most prominent 
Swedes in the Paxton colony. He is, among his countrymen, as 
well as among the Americans, well thought of and respected for 
his good character and business ability. 

Peter Johnson, furmer on Section 30 of Patton Township, 
owns fifty-one acres; born at Hjers&s Skane the 6th of April, 
1835; emigrated 1853, and his first residence was Princeton, 
III.; found afterward other locations, and came to Bishop Hill 
1863, where ho rented land and was murried to Anna Ersdotter, 
from Alfta, one of that colony’s first pioneers ; moved in 1867 to 
Ford County and bought the land he now owns. Lutheran and 
Republican. Post office, Paxton. 

Gustaf Johnson, farmer on Section 29, near Farmersville in 
Dix Township, owns 280 acres; bom at Stockaryd, Stnoland, 
the 11th of September, 1823; emigrated 1853, entered on forty 
acres Government land, near Andover, III., where he lived until 
1865, when he sold the farm and moved to Paxton, where ho at 
once bought eighty acres, which he has since gradually increased 
until he is at this time the largest Swedish land-holder in Ford 
County. Married, in 1848, with Kairo Danielson, who died 1854; 
remarried in 1856 with Anna Sund from Lymsga, Smoland, 
who died 1875. Seven children. A Lutheran and Republican. 
Post office Elliott. 

C. M. Johnson, farmer on Section 32, near Farmersville, 
bom the 6th day of April, 1826, at Hessleby Jbnkopingelan, and 
emigrated 1846, on the ship Virginia, before mentioned on page 
74, on which ship were, besides those enumerated, the following 
persons: Mr. Jonnson’s brother, Fredrik Johnson, with wife and 
children ; an old soldier by name of Norman, from Horn in Os¬ 
tergbthland : Germond Johnson and wife and two children, from 
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Kisa; Carl Johnson with wife and one child, from Sund Oster- 
gothland, and also Samuel Dahl and his sister Carolina. All 
these remained near Buffalo until 1848, when their number was 
increased by the arrival of C. M. Johnson’s brother, Anders P., 
and his sister, Johanna Lovisa Peterson and the two sisters Lisa 
and Lena Anderson. All of them were very poor, and when 
some of the party went West, Germond Johnson was compelled 
to leave two young daughters in a home of charity from whence 
they were taken by some ladies who resided in Warren, County, 
Penn. When Johnson heard of this, he at once started for War¬ 
ren and found his children and settled there, and persuaded the 
friends in Buffalo remaining to .also move to Warren, and here 
was C. M. Johnson, the 26th of December, 1851, married to 
Karolina Dahl. Germond Johnson and his family moved to 
Minnesota in 1857. Samuel Dahl died at Warren. Fred John¬ 
son bought land near Warren and still resides there if he is yet 
living. Anders P. Johnson moved to Minnesota where he has 
since died. His sister Johanna, was married to one Frank 
Peterson and resides now at Jamestown, where Lisa and Lena 
Anderson live and are married. C. M. Johnson moved to Pax¬ 
ton in 1868, served in the Union army during the war from the 
4th day of October, 1864, until the 21st day of July, 1865. 
Moved in 1866, on the farm he now occupies, consisting of 228 
acres. He h'as five sons and three daughters to assist him in old 
days. Is a carpenter by profession, and built the Swedish Lu¬ 
theran Church at Farmereville. A Lutheran and Republican. 

Jan Johnson was born at Grenna, on the 22d of June, 
1815. He emigrated in 1858, and passed his first five years in 
this country, in the neighborhood of La Fayette, Ind., laboring 
around among farmers, and moved afterward to Attica, of same 
State, and bought there forty acres and began farming on his own 
hook, and continued until 1865, when he bought a farm near 
Paxton, Ford Co., Ill., of 160 acres, which is being farmed by 
his son, Mr. Johnson having retired from active operations. He 
married, in 1889, with Johanna Anderson, from tne same place 
as himself in Sweden, and who died in 1866, leaving two Sons, 
one of them living in Kansas, at Mariedahl. He is a Lutheran 
and a Republican. 

Peter Larson was born on the 12th of December, 1838, at 
Olmstad Jftnkopings Lin. He emigrated in 1854, and lived at 
Attica, Ind., until 1865, when he moved to Paxton, where he has 
since been engaged in the merchant tailoring business, at first as 
a partner but since 1870 as sole proprietor. He married, in 
1857, Lavisa Jacobson, from Linder&s, and four children have 
been born to them. They are members of the New Mission 
Church. He is a Republican. 

A. J. Laurence was born at Grenna December 12, 1849, and 
came to America in 1869, and made Paxton his new home. He 
commenced with farming, but abandoned it to become a merchant, 
and is running a large dry goods business. He was married to 
Jennie Egnell, who was born in Moline, III., and they have one 
child. He is a member of the Lutheran Church, and a Republican. 
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John Nelson was born in October, 1821, at Roberga, in Jon- 
kopings Lin. He emigrated in the year 1852, and landed in Bos¬ 
ton. He arrived in La Fayette, Ind., on the 18th day of October, 
same year, and wont to work for a farmer, and afterward rented 
a farm. He engaged in the tailoring business, in 1865, under 
the firm of Lindbcrg, Larson k Nelson, whioh afterward changed 
to Larson & Nelson. He has been in business alone since 1871. 
He married, Johanna Swenson, from Odestaga Jonkopings L&n, 
and had two children, when he emigrated from Sweden, and they 
are now'in Paxton, where two othere have been born to them. 
Ho is a member of the Lutheran Church and a Republican. 

Anders Nilson, farmer on Section 28, Patton Township, 
near Farmersville, where he owns eighty acres. He was born 
the 24th of May, 1880, at Bjurkarna, in Vermland, and emi¬ 
grated 1858, worked on the railroads near Pontiac, Ill. Chopped 
wood at Vicksburg; had employment on a saw mill at Mo- 
Comb, HI., and went to Galesburg; when there, he received 
information that a party of emigrants, six from Vermland, had 
arrived in Chicago, and he went there to meet his brother’s.fam¬ 
ily, his brother having fallen a victim of cholera at Quebec. 
From there he made a trip to Minnesota, but soon returned to 
Chicago, and found that his brother’s family all had died of 
cholera, and that one Schneidau had been appointed administrator 
of the property ($1,400 in money the family left). Of this sum 
Nelson received for himself and his brothers in Sweden (who 
were the legal heirs), only $200, which Capt. C. M. Lindgren 
compelled Schneidau to pay him. Schneidau afterward trans¬ 
ferred his property to Ogden, in Chicago, and the balance dis¬ 
appeared. With the $200, he went with Capt. Lindgren to Tou¬ 
lon, and worked on the American Central Railroad, on which L. 
had contracted to ooroplete. He went in 1855, to Kewanee, and 
continued to the work on the railroad till 1858, when he went to 
Chayola, and retarded in 1859, to Kewanee; had various employ¬ 
ments until 1862, when he made a visit to Sweden, but returned 
the same year to America. In 1864, he went to the gold mines 
in Montana, and his efforts were fortunate and successful; 
returned from there in August of the same year. On this jour¬ 
ney, he and his oompany nad the misfortune one night to lose 
their horses, who were stampeded by the Indians, and suf¬ 
fered from hunger and cold, and had to continue their iourney 
afoot until they struck the trail running to Pike’s Peak, when 
they were allowed to ride with returning gold-seekers to the 
Missouri. For a oouple of years he rented land, after his return 
in the settlement of Beaver, Ill. Bought in 1867, the farm he 
now resides on, and has sinoe lived there in quiet and peace. 
Married in 1854, with Anna B. Nelson, from Karlskoga, where¬ 
from she emigrated in 1854. Has three daughters and two 
sons; is a Lutheran and Republican. Post office, Paxton, HI. 

Gustaf Erik Nelson, farmer on Section 32, Patton Township, 
owns 160. He was born at Hvena in Malmbhus Lin, 5th of 
March, 1830. Emigrated 1867, and located at Jamestown, N. 
Y., where he remained for seven years working around for farm¬ 
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ers, and came to Paxton 1864. Bought at first eighty acres, and 
has since added eighty acres to it. Married, in 1862, with Anna 
Simpson from Perlunda. Kalmar Liln ; emigrated 1851. Have one 
adopted son (Gustaf Nelson). Lutheran and Republican. Post 
office at Paxton, Ill. 

Gustaf R. Nelson, farmer on Section £9, Patton Township 
(Farmereville), owns eighty acres. Born at Odinsjb. Kalmarian, 
the 15th of May, 1852 ; emigrated in 1869; came at once to Pax¬ 
ton, but moved later to Henderson County, 111., where he farmed 
and returned again to Paxton in 1878, when he bought the farm 
he now occupies. Married, 1878, with Emma S. Nelson, from 
Matilla in Linaland, whence she emigrated in 1873. They have 
one daughter. Lutheran and Republican. Post office Paxton, Ill. 

N. H. Pearson, born at Ousby, SkAne, the 4th day of Novem¬ 
ber, 1843. Emigrated in 1867, and arrived same year at Pax¬ 
ton, where he has lived ever since, following his trade as carpenter 
and builder, and been running a shop on his account during the 
past five years. Elected Alderman in 1878, and served two 
years, and was re-elected in 1880. Married with Anna Ljung- 
dahl from Verstadin, Sm&land, whence she emigrated 1866. 
Have three children. Lutheran and Republican. 

Gustaf Swenson born the 11th day of September, 1852, at 
Andershestra of JonkopingsUn, and came to America in 1871 ; 
has since been employed at farming and blacksmithing; is now in 
the employ of Nils Dahlgrcn. Lutheran and Republican. 

A. E. Sheldon was born the 3d day of October, 1845, in 
N&ssjo Socken Ostergothland. He emigrated in 1873, and 
lived at first in Hoopeston one year, and has since resided in Pax¬ 
ton. He is a shoe-maker by trade, and has since 1875 been a 
member of the firm of Sheldon A Swanson, dealers and manu¬ 
facturers of boots and shoes. He was married to Augusta R. 
Anderson m 1878. They have one son. Ho is a Lutheran and 
a Republican. 

Gustaf Sandburg was born at Lommaryd Sm&land on the 13th 
of November, 1845. He emigrated in 1868, and came the same 
year to Paxton, and found employment with a farmer and stayed 
with him for two years. He learned afterward the wagon-maker’s 
trade, and after six yeare’ experience embarked in business, and is 
now running an extensive wagon and blacksmith shop, and doing 
a prosperous business. He was married, in 1871, with Hilda 
Palm, from Frisby, in Jonkbpingslftn, whence she emigrated in 
in 1869. Two sons and one daughter have been born to them. 
He is a Lutheran and a Republican. 

Peter Swenson was born at W&nga Vestergothland July 21, 
1825. He emigrated in 1852, and lived at first in the Southern 
States, when he moved to La Salle, III., and resided there ten 
years, and engaged in farming, and came to Rankin, Vermillion 
Go., III., where he bought 160 acres of land and tilled it till 
1878, when he moved to Paxton to live. He was married, in 
1857, with Karolina Anderson, from Ljungarum, of Jiinkoping 
Liln, from whence she emigrated in 1852. They have four 
children. He is a Lutheran and a Republican. 


CHURCH HISTORY. 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL OHUEOH OF FORD COUNTY.* 

The rapid development of this Western oountry and unpar¬ 
alleled increase of the population of the United States is a marvel 
among nations. But the genius and polity of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church has well adapted itself to this age of wonders; 
for, while the nation's population has increased from about three 
millions in 1784 to fifty millions or more in 1884, the growth of 
this denomination has been even more marvelous, increasing in 
the same time from 14,988 to 1,799,593, or about seven times as 
rapidly. Under her system “energetic, migratory, itinerant— 
ex tempore—like the population itself,” as soon as the settlers 
stretched their tents or erected their cabins, they were furnished 
the privileges of the Gospel. Hence we would expect to see this 
church eany represented in the history of Ford County. There 
are thirteen organised societies in the county, viz., Pleasant 
Grove, Clarence, Paxton, Meharrv's Chapel, Elliott, Center S. H., 
Gibson City, Sibley, Kempton, Cabery, Piper City, Roberts and 
Melvin, with an aggregate membership of about eight hundred. 
There are six church buildings and three parsonages valued at 
$23,900; thirteen Sunday schools, and 1,274 scholars, and two 
union schools, in the work of which this denomination shares. 

Pleaeant Grove .—The first Methodist Episcopal Society in 
this territory was organized in 1848, at Trickel Grove, in John 
Dope’ log cabin, consisting of John Dops, class leader, Elihu 
Daniels, Mathew Elliott, Thomas Short and members of their 
families. 

This was then an appointment in the Danville Circuit. 
Services were held regularly in this humble home until 1857. 
Flagg’s S. H. was erected when that became the regular preach¬ 
ing place, and continued to be until the Pleasant Grove Church 
was built, 1869, very near the spot where Dops' log cabin stood. 
This society and that at Clarence forms a part of the Rankin 
Circuit. 

Paxton .—As early as the latter part ,of 1856, services were 

held occasionally at the residence of Benjamin Stitee, Paxton, 
________ 


HI., and on the first Sunday in May, 1857, Rev. Haunn organ¬ 
ized a society at the schoolhouse. There appear on the record 
the names of Mrs. Stites, still living and a member of the church, 
two of her daughters, Jonathan Co volt, P. W. Cooley and wife, 
Mrs. Howard Case, Jonas Randolph and wife, Mr. and Mrs. 
Olmstead, Henry Alvah and wife, and others. 

In September, 1857, Rev. E. Dunham, father of J. C. Dun¬ 
ham, editor of the Paxton Regieter , was appointed to the Paxton 
Circuit, then composed of the following societies, viz., Paxton, 
Pleasant Grove, Loda and Patton’s School house. At the first 
quarterly oonferenoe thero wore present Robert Blackstock, 
Francis Meharry, John Dope, Matthew Elliott, John P. Dops, 
Jonathan Covolt and Jonas Randolph. 

Rev. Dunham did valuable service in 1857-58, and, having 
settled on a farm north of town, continued to bo an active and 
honorable member of the church until his-death. The circuit 
was served consecutively by Rev. W. H. McVey two years, Rev. 
M. Butler two years, Rev. M. M. Davidson two years. At this 
time, 1864, the law of the church was changed, extending the 
pastoral limit to three years. 

M. M. Davidson was succeeded by Rev. J. V. W. Baumann, 
one year; Rev. Isaac Barber, three years, assisted by W. H. 
Musgrove; Rev. M. W. Everhart, one year; Rev. W. H. Mus- 

S ove, two years, when Paxton was made a station; Rev. W. D. 

eat, three years; Rev. W. H. Musgrove, again two years; 
Rev. J. 8. Akers, two years; Rev. J. Foxworthy, three years, 
and W. H. Wilder, the present p&stor, who is serving his second 
year. 

During the pastorate of M. M. Davidson, in 1863-64, the 
present church edifice was erected, at a cost of $8,000. Its au¬ 
dience room furnishes about. 400 sittings, and the basement is 
well arranged into Sunday school and class rooms. This society 
has a resident membership of 200, fairly represented bv such 
men as Robert Blackstock, A. C. Thompson, Merton Dunlap, J. 
M. Hanley, J. N. Bondurant, John Spindler, J. P. McCracken, 
N. B. Day, F. and C. Meharry, James Mercer, R. S. Hall, H. 


C. Rawlings, L. Corbly, E. F. Earl, and J. S. Webber and J. 
B. Con gram, local preachers. It sustains a Sunday school, un¬ 
der the direction of Merton Dunlap as Superintendent (he has 
held that position for eleven years), that will compare favorably 
with the best in enthusiasm and thoroughness of work. They 
have also a good parsonage property, well located, valued at 
$1,800, scoured under the Tabors of the present pastor. 

Meharry Chapel .—There had been services occasionally at 
David Patton’s residence. Ten Mile Grove, for some years pre¬ 
vious to 1857, when Stoner’s Schoolhouse became the regular 
appointment until the erection of Meharry’s Chapel, four miles 
west of Paxton, in the early part of the summer of 1864. This 
was the first church built in Ford County. It cost $1,400, 
which was principally contributed by Robert Blackstock and F. 
Meharry, who, it should be remembered, contributed also very 
liberally toward the erection of the church in Paxton about the 
same time. Services have been held here regularly every two 
weeks, the preacher in charge at Paxton having pastoral oversight. 

Gibeon .—Like many railroad towns of the prairie, Gibson 
sprang up as if by magic. Methodism, however, was early on 
the ground, and has been as energetic and enterprising as the 
village. The first regular servioe was held in the depot, and af¬ 
terward in Gilmore’s Hall, until the present church building was 
ereoted, under the pastorate of Rev. Job Ingram, in 1872, at a 
cost of about $2,500. Such has been the growth of the society 
that the present church building is too small to accommodate 
either its congregations or Sunday school. The membership of 
the society is 150, and it sustains the largest Sunday school in 
the oounty, largely through the efficiency of C. C. Oliver, its 
former Superintendent. The total value of church and parson¬ 
age property is not less than $3,500. 

The writer is not able to give the names of the members of 
the present Quarterly Conference, therefore mention is made of 
only a few who are known to be representative men, such as M. 
T. Burwell, I. H. French, A. Crabbs, F. W. Beardsley. William 
Moyer, L. W. Crosthwait, Sunday school Superintendent, and 
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Rev. II. M. Haff»a retired minister. The present pastor is M. 
C. Brninard. 

Sibley. —The Sibley society was organized in 1879. Rev. M. 
C. Wilcox was its first pastor, and the following names appear on 
the record as original members: W. A. Bicket and wife, W. 
A. Pawley and wife, John Smale, Sr., and wife, Robert Smale 
and wife, Miss Margaritte Smale and John Smale. It now has 
a membership of fifty-one, and supports an active Sunday school 
of ninety scholars. S. P. Alford is pastor. 

Center Schoolhouse is located in Wall Township about four 
miles north of Meharry’s Chapel in the midst of a well-to do'and 
intelligent farming community. While preaching services havo 
been held here for more than two years occasionally, it was not 
until in the latter part of the year 1882, I think, that the organi¬ 
zation of a society was effected by J. L. Miller, a very promising 
young man, who traveled the Loda Circuit under the Presiding 
Elder. 

This society promises to be the nucleus of a strong country 
church. It now supports a Sunday school of sixty scholars the 
entire year. 

Roberts and Melvin. —The Roberts and Melvin Circuit repre¬ 
sents church and personal property valued at $5,700, a member¬ 
ship of 110, and two schools with 208 scholars enrolled. J. N. 
Anderson is pastor. 

Piper City.* —The Piper City church is in a flourishing con¬ 
dition. It has 110 members, 100 Sunday school scholars, and 
church property valued at $2,000. 

The societies at Clarence, Cabery and Elliott have no church 
property, but they have regular preaching and each sustains a 
good Sunday school. 

PAXTON. 

First Congregational Churchy Paxton. —This church was or¬ 
ganized January 10, 1858. At this time the city of Paxton was 
called Prospect City. The church was organized in the name of 
the Union Church of Christ of the Middle Fork of Vermillion 
River. Both the namee of the church and the city were subse¬ 
quently changed. The one to the First Congregational and the 
other to Paxton. Rev. Charles Granger, of Urbana, Champaign 
Co., Ill., was invited by Rev. William W. Blanchard and others, 
to come to this new field and preach and labor to build up a 
church of the Congregational order. lie came in the spring of 
18 <7, and labored faithfully and successfully, preaching in the 
schoolhouse, a small building, now finished into a private resi¬ 
dence, and also at different places on the south side of the Mid¬ 
dle Fork of the Vermillion River in private residences. 

His labors resulted in the organization of the church above 
named. Owing to the extent of the field, all the friends inter¬ 
ested in the church were not present at its organization. But 
eight persons entered into covenant and constituted what is now 
the First Congregational Church of Paxton. The meeting was 
held at the house of William A. Goodrich. Rev. Charles Granger 
was moderator, and opened the exercises with religious services. 
The following are the names of the persons who entered into 
covenant: Charles Granger, E. Granger, William W. Blanchard, 
Elizabeth Blanchard, Charles Wall, William A. Goodrich, Betsy 
A. Goodrich and Loretta Goodrich. Mr. Granger continued 
to preach for about four years. His labors were blessed with 
precious revival influences, and quite a number were added 
to the church, some of whom are still valuable members of 
the church, and others of precious memory have left us 
to join the glorious church above. Mr. Granger was at¬ 
tacked with paralysis, which terminated his labors. He and 
wife are still members of the church; he is now over eighty 
years old and is living in peaceful retirement, often writing for 
Christian papers, and is respected by all who know him. The 
church was then left without preaching, and brother William W. 
Blanchard induced Rev. E. O. 'fade, of Loda, to preach for us 
once a month at 8 o’clock P. M., until we could make permanent 
arrangements. Mr. Tade was a very young man; his work was 
good and well received. Brother David Martin, who came to us 
from La Salle County, recommended Rev. George Schlosser, of 
Lockport, as an able and faithful minister. After some months’ 
correspondence between Rev. William W. Blanchard and brother 
Schlosser, the church extended to him a unanimous call; he 
accepted and entered upon his labors September 1, 1868, and 
closed his pastorate August 19, 1866, lacking but little of three 
years. His pastorate was remarkably blessed ; his work was at¬ 
tended by several precious revivals, und from small numbers the 
church was greatly enlarged. Under his pastorate the present 
church edifice was built, and by vote of the church Rev. J. 
Blauchard, President of Wheaton College, preached the dedica¬ 
tion sermon. The occasion was one of genoral interest. This 
history would be defective, indeed, if some of its steadfast friends, 
who did much, were overlooked. J. P. Day and R. Clark and 
others have stood by it, and done for it, and given to it, and has 
greatly assisted it to do the good it has done. 

After Brother Schlosser’s resignation, Rev. William Kopp, 
Professor in Augustana College, was employed as a supply until 
u pastor could be obtained. Prof. Kopp was a man of unusual 
intelligence and amiability ; well did he fill his calling. There 
were none but respected and loved him. He died in Pittsburgh, 
soon after, a martyr to his faithfulness in the service of Christ. 
At this time Prof. Bliss, the singing Evangelist, who perished at 
Ashtabula, Ohio, who has a monument erected to his memory by 
the Sabbath school children who sung his songs, recommended 
Rev. Israel Brundnge. pastor of the Presbyterian Church in 
Kirkwood, Broome Co., N. Y., a suitable man for pastor, and 
available. It resulted in a correspondence, the extension of a 
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unanimous call, and an acceptance. Brother Brundage com¬ 
menced his labors in April, 1867, and closed his pastorate Janu¬ 
ary 1, 1874, wanting but little of seven years. 

Brother Brundage will stand in the first class of Christian pas¬ 
tors. His presence was a joy ; his influence a benediction ; his 
work a success. He buried his companion while here, who was 
greatly esteemed by the people. His youngest child was born 
and he was married a second time here. He is greatly endeared 
to this people. He was called to the Presbyterian Church in 
Rochelle hi the northern part of this State, through the influence 
of Horace Ilolcom, Esq., who was formerly a member of this 
church, and is now an Elder in the Presbyterian Church in Ro¬ 
chelle. Brother Brundage, during his ten years’ absence, has 
several times visited us, and has twice been called to come and 
conduct the funeral services of ardent friends, and once to help 
install our present pastor. Such a passage in the history of our 
church we all love to contemplate, yes and angels may well do 
the same. 

Soon after the-resignation of Brother Brundage, Rev. Theo¬ 
dore Clifton was called to supply the pulpit. He resigned his 
pastorate October 31, 1875, to accept a call to the Mayflower 
Congregational Church of St. Louis, Mo , where he still preaches. 
After quite a period had elapsed in which there was only occasional 
preaching, Rev. B. F. Sargeant received and accepted a call to 
become a pastor of the church Juno 20, 1877, and resigned his 
pastorate November 15, 1879, a little over two years continuance. 
It was Brother Sargeant’s first charge. He was a young man of 
promise; he has now for several years been a successful pastor in 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Rev. B. F. Worrel, who was residing in 
Paxton, supplied the pulpit until the church could obtain a pastor. 
October 6, 1880, a call was extended to Rev. M. S. Crasswell to 
become the pastor of the church, and was accepted. He resigned 
September 17, 1882. But few churches are ever blessed with a 
more faithful and devoted pastor. There was a precious revival 
during his ministry. The church had quite an accession to its 
strength and numbers, and was left perfectly united and on lov¬ 
ing terms with the pastor, and our united prayers and kind feel¬ 
ings follow him to his present charge at Independence, Iowa. 

December 10, 1882, the church extended a unanimous call 
to Rev. Edmund Y. Garrette, of Oak Park, to become their pas¬ 
tor. February 18, 1883, he accepted the call, and July 12,1883, 
was installed pastor, and has continued with the church until the 
present time to the entire satisfaction of the church and commu¬ 
nity. 

Mr. Garrette has both culture and experience, having sub- 
stanced the most responsible pastorates in leading churches, and 
with a divine blessing upon his labors, he will do us great good 
both as a church and a community of churches. This history 
will be closed with the remark that we can see the Divine hand 
leading the church through all the past, and trusting to the same 
guiding band, we hope to see it led down through the distant 
future, growing in grace ahd strength, and scattering blessings 
broadcast on all within its influence. 

The names of those who have served as Superintendents of 
the Sunday school are as follows: Henry R. Daggett, Oscar H. 
Carr, Norman E. Stevens, and John B. Shaw, who is the present 
Superintendent. The other officials are : Deacons—O. H. Carr, 
George L. Thompson; Trustees—R. A. McCracken, Randolph 
Cruzen, A. L. Clark, J. P. Day; Treasurer—O. H. Carr; 
Clerk—J. B Shaw. 

For the foregoing facts we are indebted to Rev. W. W. 
Blanchard, one of the earliest members. 

The United Presbyterian Churchy Paxton.* —Early in 
the history of Paxton (then Prairie City) some United 
Presbyterians, feeling the want of a public worship accord¬ 
ing to their own conscientious convictions, united their ef¬ 
forts, and, in 1856, secured the services of Rev. J. P. Smart 
(Associate Reformed), of Xenia, Ohio, who preached the first 
sermon in the grove called “ Ten-Mile Grove ” near the Hanley 
homestead. We sang at that meeting the forty sixth and one 
hundred and twenty-first Psalms. Mr. Smart remained and 
preached the next Sabbath at Loda in a schoolhouse. Mrs. Mar¬ 
garet Hanley, who was visiting, was present at both of these 
meetings. An effort was made at the meeting of our church 
board in 1857 to secure aid and supplies, but failed. Application 
was then made to the Bloomington Presbytery, and thev sent us 
an aged man, Rev. Pollock, who preached two Sabbaths fur us, and 
that was all the preaching we had till the spring of 1858, when 
Rev. Hugh McIIatten visited and preached for two Sabbaths, 
morning and night, in a little schoolhouse (the first in Paxton). 
Our town was now called Prospect City. During this year wo 
made application to the General Assembly for aid and for a min¬ 
ister, but again failed, though not at all discouraged. Again we 
applied to the Presbytery, and were supplied about one-third of 
the time until the last of the year. The supplies were Revs. 
Brownlee, Black, Jeffries and Pinkerton. At a called meeting 
of the Bloomington Presbytery of the United Presbyterian 
Synod of Illinois, held in Peoria August 23, 1859, J. W. Pin¬ 
kerton was appointed to organize our congregation at Prospect 
City, Ford County, III. On the first Sabbath of October, 
1859, he preached by appointment, and on Monday, the 3d 
of October, 18 ‘>9, the organization took place at the resi¬ 
dence of Alexander Hanley, now occupied by Rodeen (gro- 
ceryman). The following persons were admitted as members 
on certificate: Hugh Andrews, Ruling Elder, and Ruth An¬ 
drews, his wife; Eliza Law, their daughter, all from the 
United Presbyterian congregation of Xenia, Ohio; from the 
same congregation, A. H. Hanley and Elizabeth K. Hanley, 
his wife, Miss Ella Hanley (now Mrs. McElroy), his sister, 
Mre Mary £ McHrojr - .. • —- 


Margaret Hanley, his mother, and Miss Belle Alexander, 
from the United Presbyterian congregation of Codarville, Ohio. 
Mr. Hugh Andrews was elected Elder. The following came into 
the church by profession, as they did not have their certificates 
in possession : Alexander L. Elliott. William McClelland, James 
Canning and Mary Canning, his wife. Then the following per¬ 
sons were chosen as Ruling Elders: A. II. Hanley, A. L. Elliott 
and William McClelland. At the next meeting of the Presby¬ 
tery, Rev. Pinkerton, our minister, was examined and ordained. 
Next Saturday, October 8, prior to communion, J. M. Ilsnley 
was admitted by examination. Rev. Hugh McIIatten was sent 
once a year to preach for us. This was now 1860. We re¬ 
ceived $250 from the board, and now held services and regular 
prayer meetings in Hanley’s hall. Rev. McIIatten was an 
earnest, faithful minister. In March, 1861, we called Rev. R. 
McCracken; wo now had nineteen or twenty members. The 
church grew rapidly, and Juno 29 following we had thirty eight 
communicants and twenty two families. Rev. John Trusdalc was 
next called. The court house now being finished, we worshiped 
there till the present church edifice was built. We held union 
prayer meetings in those days. During Rev. John Trus- 
dnlc’s ministry the present church edifice was dedicated in 1867. 
The dedication sermon was preached by Dr. Wallace (now de¬ 
ceased), then President of Monmouth College. The audience 
was very large, and liberally assisted in wiping out a portion of 
the indebtedness. The original cost of the building was about 
$9,000, which was entirely erased during the ministration of 
Rev. E. D. Campbell. In 1871, Rev. Trusdale was released, 
leaving us with 175 members; we then had supplies till 1872, 
when a call was made to Rev. William Richie and accepted bv 
him October 8. He labored earnestly for us till 1877, begin- 
gining with 120 members, and leaving us with 116. Again 
we had supplies till a call was accepted by Rev. E. D. Campbell, 
who was our under-shepherd for about three years. A lecture 
room was built and furnished, where wo now hold our prayer 
meetings; it is used also by the infant Sunday school class. The 
audience room was newly carpeted, and various other improve¬ 
ments were made. Rev. E. D. Campbell and his amiable wife were 
zealous, Christian workers. He was reluctantly released in the 
spring of 1881, and again we had supplies till the. fall of the 
same year, when a call was unanimously made to Rev. T. G. 
Morrow and accepted by him. During last year, other improve¬ 
ments were made in and about the church, and we feel that his 
labors among us are being greatly blessed. He, with his estima¬ 
ble wife, are entering zealobsly into every work of the church, 
are seeking to save the lost, and to build up those already saved 
in a fuller experience of the Gospel of Christ, teaching them to 
be fearless/advocates of the truth. The only remaining member 
who was present at the first organization is Sirs. M. E. McElroy, 
who still occupies the pew used by her mother. The latter died 
in 1876. Wo have a live, working, self-supporting Sunday 
school, which, with the members of Hie church, subscribed and 
paid $1,000 to the United Presbyterian quarterly centennial 
fund during the year 1883. The ladies of the United Presbyte¬ 
rian Churcb have vory interesting missionary meetings held in 
the lecture rooms of the church on the last Saturday of each 
month. They all seem to be imbued with a true missionary 
spirit, and enjoy the fulfillment of the words of our Savior, “ It 
is more blessed to give than to receive;” and though now our 
numbers are reduced by death and emigration we are not dis¬ 
couraged, but have abundant reasons to thank our kind Father 
for the many blessings of the past. May we hear His voice say¬ 
ing unto us, “ Go forward, and let the church still pray for us 
that we may have grace given to continue in the way we have 
begun.” This is a parent as well as a pioneer church. Three 
churches are largely indebted to it for their members—Loda, or¬ 
ganized September 18, 1867; Sugar Branch, November 13, 
1867; and Hoopeston, May 5, 1872; and it still stands to do 
battle for a pure Christianity and a plain Gospel worship. This 
is her mission, and until this mission is accomplished our prayer 
is, “ May peace be within thy walls and prosperity within thy 
palaces.” Names of members Juno 29, 1861 : A. H. Hanley, 
Elizabeth K. Hanley, Margaret Hanley, Mary E. Hanley, John 
M. Hanley, Belle Alexander, Martha Hall, William McClelland, 
Catharine McClelland, Samuel Gray, Mary J. Gray, Mathew 
Templeton, Sarah Templeton, Ella Templeton, Robert McFar¬ 
land, Elenor McFarland, Alexander T. Elliott, Sarah Elliott, 
Elizabeth Lord, Mary Lord and Isabella Lord, John Love and 
Elizabeth Love, Joseph Smith, John Lynn, Martha Lynn, Jane 
Kirkwood, James Tibley, Elizabeth Parks, Samuel Gordon, Ma¬ 
ria Gordon, Robert Nelson, Mary Martin, Mary Morris, Marga¬ 
ret Wells, Rev. Robert McCracken and Elizabeth McCracken. 
The present officers of the church are: Trustees, William T. 
Westbrook, William Stewart, Mitchell A. Karr. Session, Sam¬ 
uel Baird, James S. Wilson, A. L. Cherry, Weaver White. Pas¬ 
tor, Rev. T. G. Morrow; Superintendent of Sabbath School, 
A. L. Cherry. 

Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Churchy Paxton.* —In 1863, 
the Directors of the Augustana College and Theological Sem¬ 
inary concluded to remove that institution from Chicago, Ill. An 
offer from the I. C. Railroad Company, giving some inducements 
in lands, was accepted, and accordingly the above-named institu¬ 
tion was located at Paxton, Ill. 

Soon after this the Swedes emigrated here very fast. On the 
3d day of June, 1863, Dr. T. N. llasselquist called a meeting 
for the purpose of organizing a congregation, which meeting was 
held, and the organization accomplished. 

The constitution of the Augustana Synod was adopted and 
the following officers were elected : Dr. llasselquist, Pastor; P. 
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Erickson, Secretary; Eric Carlson, C. M. Johnson and Eman¬ 
uel Collins, Trustees; P. Peterson, S. Randall, C. Anderson, N. 
P. Nelson, J. Olson and Swan Anderson, Deacons. 

Until 1865, the services were held in the public school build¬ 
ing. This building was finally purchased, and put in suitable 
order for the place of worship. As the membership increased 
rapidly, it was soon found to be too small, and, in 1872, the pres¬ 
ent church was built. This building is 45x100 feet, with a spire 
100 feet high. The cost was over #10,000, with an* additional 
expense of $700 for scats. In 1884, a new pipe organ was pur¬ 
chased for $1 ,200. This is a very fine instrument. Besides the j 
regular church building, the congregation has a schoolhouse worth 
$1,000. The latter is used for the Swedish school, prayer meet¬ 
ings, business meetings, sewing society, etc. The congregation 
also has a parsonage on College Hill, worth $2,000. The 
hours of services are as follows: Sundays, Sabbath school, 
9:30 A. M.; preaching 10:30 A. M.; teachers’ meeting, 3 
P. M.; evening preaching, 7:30 P. M.; also preaching Wed¬ 
nesday evenings and prayer meeting Friday evenings. The 
membership is the largest in the city, and in 1874 num¬ 
bered 513 communicants, and 851 baptized members. After 
1874, when the Augustana College was removod to Rock Island, 
III., a large number of the Swedish citizens left Paxton for Rock 
Island. 

This reduced the church membership, and three years later 
a few went out of the congregation, and started what is known as 
the Mission Church, so that in 1879 the members numbered only 
800 to 400. 

The present membership is 450 communicants and about 700 
baptized members. 

Tho founder of the congregation, Prof. T. N. Ilassclquist, 
was its pastor until 1874, at which time he was obliged to leave 
and follow the Augustana College and Theological Seminary to 
Rock Island, he being President of that institution for nearly a 
quarter of a century. 

Dr. ilassclquist came to America in 1852, and wherever he 
has been pastor he has started new congregations and has built 
up large memberships before he left He is a highly educated 
man, and a hard worker, having been an ordained minister 
for nearly fifty years. His age is about seventy years. By his 
uprightness, steadfastness ana long experience in the Lord’s 
service, he has won the hearts of the peoplo, and whenever spe¬ 
cial public services are to take place he is always called upon to 
be present. In his younger days, he was an excellent singer as 
well as speaker. The Swedish people in this country, and espe¬ 
cially the Augustana Synod are greatly indebted to him for the 
prosperity of the religious and educational interests. 

In 1863, he started the college in Paxton with seven students, 
and the same institution to day has 200 students. The Augus¬ 
tana Synod, which came into existence in 1853, has a member¬ 
ship of 80,000. Notwithstanding his ago, he has charge of the 
congregation at Rock Island, also in charge of the theological 
department of tho college, teaching several hours every week. 
Ilo is also editor of the weekly paper, which is the organ of 
the synod. Besides all this he has much traveling to do. 

IIis successor in 1874, as pastor of the church at Paxton, was 
Rev. N. Th. Winquist, who remained until 1878, whon Rev. A. 
Edgren, the present pastor, took his place. 

Rev. Edgren is much liked by his congregation, as was also 
Rev. Winquist. 

The Sabbath school numbers nearly 200 members. Rev. 
Edgren is the Superintendent. 

The church officers are as follows: Deacons, A. W. Kjell- 
strand, G. Aspergren, C. J. Johnson, P. G. Peters, C. A. Ander¬ 
son ; A.J. Lawrence, Secretary; Trustees, F. J. Johnson, Peter 
Anderson, Samuel Engstrom ; Sexton, August Warner; Organ¬ 
ist, Miss Clara Egnell; Secretary Sunday school, Carl Nord- 
gren; Treasurer, C. G. A. Kjellstrand. 

The Swedish Lutheran Mission Church, Paxton —This 
church was organized in November, 1878, with a membership of 
seventy. Rev. A. P. Palmquist was the first pastor. For a time 
services were held in a hall until the present church lots were 
purchased at an expense of $600, and a church building was 
erected at an expense of $1,500. The members being compara¬ 
tively few in numbers, and at that time not wealthy, they re¬ 
ceived assistance from the Swedish Lutheran Mission Synod. 
The church was built in 1879, and in 1881 the members num¬ 
bered 140, with thirty Sunday school scholars. 

Rev. A. P. Palmquist remained three years, and was suc¬ 
ceeded by Rev. J. Gustafson, the present pastor. 

This congregation belongs to the Evangelical Lutheran Mis¬ 
sion Synod in the United States. 

The officers of the Paxton church are four Trustees, six Dea¬ 
cons, one Treasurer, one Secretary. 

The present membership is 180, and 132 children, fifty of 
whom are members of the Sunday school. 

The foregoing facta were furnished by the pastor. The church 
is evidently in a prosperous condition, and its membership in¬ 
cludes many of the leaaing business men of Paxton and a large 
number of prosperous farmers. 

The Presbyterian Church,* Paxton. —This church was or¬ 
ganized November 1,1867, by a committee of the Presbytery of 
Bloomington, consisting of Rev. Alexander G. Wilson and 
Elder W. P. Pierson. 

The organization was made in response to a petition from a 
number of the residents of Paxton, who, having been reared as 
Presbyterians, desired to continue in that faith and order. Twen¬ 
ty-three persons were received by letter from various churches, 
principally in Pennsylvania and Ohio. The Sabbath following, 
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Joseph E. Hall and Charles R. Strauss were ordained and in¬ 
stalled Elders of the new church, and Benjamin Q. Cherry and 
James D. Kilgore, Deacons. 

The place of organization was Clark’9 Hall; and services 
were continued there until July, 1873, when the congregation 
moved into their new house of worship, erected on the southeast 
corner of Vermillion and Centre streets. 

The two lots on which it stands were donated by Mr. William 
Pells, and the church, in addition to their own struggle with limited 
means, had the kindly assistance of several persons not members 
in the erection of the building. It is in the Gothic style, with 
rose-windows in the front and rear, and colored windows on each 
side, the latter the gift of individuals and of classes in the Sab¬ 
bath school, and of some of the sister churches in the 
town. 

For the first year, preaching was enjoyed about once a month. 
In the spring of 1869, Rev. J. A. Calhoun was elected the first 
pastor, and continued his services one year. From July, 1870, to 
April, 1871, Rev. Mr. Noerr ministered to the people. Different 
ministers supplied in the interim between April, 1871, and 
1872. In spring of 1872, Rev. J. L. McNair was elected pas¬ 
tor, and was with the church until April, 1875. Another va¬ 
cancy dependent on supplies, during which Rev. C. H. Blanchard 
supplied the church one year. Rev. A. F. Irwin served as pas¬ 
tor from April, 1877, to January 1, 1881. Tho ensuing year, 
Rev. E. B. Miner served as stated supply. In November, 1682, 
Rev. John Barbour commenced supplying tho pulpit, and re¬ 
mained with tho church until April, 1884—from April, 1883, as 
pastor-elect. 

Officers.— Besides officers installed November 3, 1867, the fol¬ 
lowing persons have been made Elders: W. B. Travis, B. Q. 
Cherry. Thomas E. llogge, Martin B. Thomson, C. M. Taylor, 
and E. Carson C. R. Strauss, J. E. Hall and W. B. Travis 
have acted as Clerks of the session successively. The present 
Board of Trustees consists of J. M. Hall, George Grove, David 
Keep. Charles Bogardus and G. L. Hall. 

Tho Sabbath school was organized May, 1869, at Clark’s 
Hall. It numbers at present about one hundred attendants, an 
unusual number of these are adults in the Bible classes. Mr. C. 

R. Strauss was the first Superintendent, succeeded by W. B. 
Travis, with C. M. Taylor, Assistant Superintendent. 

The Ladies’ Aid Society has been a valuable arm of the 
church. To its energy and pluck it is largely due that the church 
has been entirely free from debt. 

The Young Ladies’ Society renders material aid in meet¬ 
ing church expenses. 

There are three missionary societies—the Ladies’, devoted to 
the work of foreign missions; the Young Ladies’, to that of home 
missions; and the Childrens’ Society, sending on their pennies to 
the cause. The present enterprise of the church is the erection 
of a parsonage, which they hope to secure. 

The present number of members is ninety. The church has 
been an active and devoted one, but has lost heavily by the de¬ 
parture of many families to the West. They have recently re¬ 
papered their beautiful church, thoroughly re-organized their 
financial system upon tho weekly plan, and are bearing right on 
undiscouraged. The same Divine Grace which has sent them 
more than one refreshing shower is confidently relied on 
still. 

First Baptist Church , Paxton, was organized January 10, 
1872, with sixteen members. The officers were: Benjamin Ferris 
and H. S. Reed, Deacons ; George Stamp, Clerk ; H. S. Reed, 
B. Ferris and George W. Emory, Trustees. During the summer 
of 1872, the church purchased and fitted up the old Swedish 
Lutheran Meeting House, now located on the corner of Pells and 
Union streets, ft cost with the lot upward of $3,000. Rev. I. 

S. Mahan was pastor a few months in form January, 1873. Sub¬ 
sequently, Rev. D. S. French, S. M. Brown and W. H. Roberts 
acted as pastors. 

In 1877 and 1878, the church became much reduced, but in 
the winter of 1878-79, Rev. W. B. M. Colt held a series of very 
successful meetings. In March, 1879, Rev. D. F. Carnahan be¬ 
came pastor and received quite a large accession, mainly the re¬ 
sults of the preceding meetings. Elder Carnahan has continued 
in the pastoral relation, and now resides in Paxton. There have 
been received during his pastorate seventy-three members. The 
church now numbers ninety-six, and is very prosperous. 

The church belongs to the main body of Baptists, of whom 
there are in the United States 2,374,339 members. The only 
peculiarity of this church is that an unusual number of its mem¬ 
bers profess what is known as the “ holiness ” or higher life ex¬ 
perience, but this does not affect their standing in the denomina¬ 
tion. The church belongs to the Gilman Baptist Association. 
Its officers are: Pastor, D. F. Carnahan; Deacons, Benjamin 
Ferris and H. B. Ferguson; Clerk, A. L. Ferris ; Trustees, 
B. Ferris. H. B. Ferguson, Curtis Steward. Sunday School 
Superintendent, B. Ferris; Assistant Superintendent, Mrs. D. 
F. Carnahan. 

A Baptist Church by the name of Grand Prairie was organ¬ 
ized here in 1857. Thomas Townley, B. Ferris and O. P. Mc¬ 
Cain yrith their wives, and also Levi Jennings were members. 
Rev. A. C. Edwards was ordained and resided here. Rev. Mar¬ 
tin Blankinship also preached for the church. Meetings were 
kept up till 1860, but then all the members having moved away 
except Deacon Ferris and family, the church ceased to exist. 

The foregoing history was written about two years ago, but 
there has been no material change since that time, except the de¬ 
parture of their excellent pastor, Mr. Carnahan. At the present 
time services are held only occasionally, except prayer meetings 
and Sunday school, which occur as usual. 
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GIBSON. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church of Gibson was organized 
April, 1872. 

F. S. Church, Mrs. F. S. Church, Mrs. Mary Cornell, Mrs. 
Mary E. Davis, James Elliott, Mrs. James Elliott, Joseph H. 
Elliott, E. Haas, Mrs. E. Haas, W. T. Kerr, Mrs. W. T. Kerr, 
Mrs. William Moyer, Mrs. Lucy Robbins, Charles E. Wilson, 
Mrs. Charles E. Wilson and a few others composed the first 
membership. W. T. Kerr was the first leader. 

N. L. Sears. Mrs. N. L. Sears, Austin Crabbs, Mrs. Austin 
Crabbs, M. T. Harwell, Mrs. M. T. Burwell, soon afterward 
united. The church edifice, valued at $2.01)0, was erected in 
1873. It was dedicated by Rev. Samuel Fallows, D. D., Sep¬ 
tember, 1874. 

The first Trustees were James Elliott, F. S. Church, W. T. 
Kerr, E. Haas, and Charles E. Wilson. The present Trustees 
(1884) are Austin Crabbs, F. W. Beardsley, William Moyer, 
Rev. II. M. Haff, L. M. Crosthwait, I. II. French, Fred Potts, 
E. S. Ross and M. T. Burwell. 

The following in the order given are the ministers who have 
served the church: Rev. Job Ingram, Rev. A. C. Byerly, Rev. 
M. Auer, Rev. E. A. Hamilton, Rev. W. F. Gilmore, Rev. II. 
M. Haff, Rev. Joseph Long, Rev. T. M. Dillon and Rev. James 
C. Brainerd. 

The church has been blessed with several revivals, and not¬ 
withstanding numerous removals by letter, the membership is now 
156. 

The Trustees purchased a house fora parsonage in 18'2, and 
made an extensive addition to it in the fall of 18®3. Property 
now worth $1,600. 

The Sunday school was organized March, 1873. The Su¬ 
perintendents have been W. T. Kerr, Jesse Hubbard, Miss 
Kubic A. Sears, Austin Crabbs, C. C. Oliver and L. M. Cros¬ 
thwait. It is now the largest and is considered one of the most 
flourishing and best conducted schools in Ford County. 

The African Methodist Episcopal Church , Gi!>son , was or¬ 
ganized in 1877 by Rev. Aaron Ward. The original members 
were Mark Anthony, Melissa Anthony, Bettio Manson, Ellen 
Smith, Allen Spickard and wife. The church building was 
erected in 1879, the estimated value being $600. Rev. Henry 
Brown is the present pastor. 

First Presbyterian Church , Gibson. —The organization of this 
church took place on Saturday, October 28,1871, in Union School- 
house, five miles northwest of Gibson. Rev. R. A. Criswell, of 
Normal, Elders O. Scott, of Farmer City, and Henry Rayburn, of 
Say brook, constituted the committee appointed by the Presbytery 
of Bloomington to effect the organization of the society. To the 
Rev. Crisswell belongs the honor of calling the attention of tho 
Presbytery to this field for the establishment of a church, and 
to his faithful labors in earlier years its existence is due. Tho 
original members were Fabius Fleming, Mary B. Fleming, Will¬ 
iam S. Graham, Ruth S. Graham, Ruth E. Gilmore, Martha 
Moyer, J. Wiley Moore, Isabelle H. Moore, Sarah E. McKecncr, 
David Newman, James Parr, Mrs. E. F. Parr, John W. 
Rodgers, Mary A. Rodgers, James M. Sudduth, Amanda 
Sudduth, Alice Sudduth, Sarah J. West, William Sudduth. 
Some time in July, 1874, the foundation for a Gothic frame, 
designed by G. P. Randall, of Chicago, was laid, but, owing 
to a threatened failure of the com crop, work was post¬ 
poned till September, when, the prospect looking brighter, 
work was resumed ; but various and vexatious delays prevented 
the completion till July, 1875. The building is valued at $3,500, 
and furniture at about $800. The Rev. R. A. Crisswell acted 
as pastor from the organization till October, 1875. Thereafter, 
for three years, the congregation was dependent upon temporary 
supplies—chiefly students from the Northwestern Theological 
Seminary. Rev. F. W. Iddings acted as pastor for about six 
months during this time, and Rev. R. M. Stevenson about one year. 
In the spring of 1878, Rev. T. F. Boyd was called as pastor, and 
served nearly a year. In the spring of 1879, Rev. H. Vallette 
Warren assumed pastoral chargo of the church, which relation he 
still sustains. The original Elders were J. Wiley Moore, Fab¬ 
ius Fleming. The former still acts as Ruling Elder in the 
church. Mr. Fleming served eight years, and until his depart¬ 
ure for the West. The Deacons were James Parr and John W. 
Rodgers, tho latter serving throe years, until his removal West. 
Mr. Parr still retains his office. 

The present Board of Elders is composed of J. Finley Speers, 
Matthew Speedie, John B. Foley, Charles Saxton and T. B. 
Strauss. Trustees, William H. Guthrie, William J. Wilson, 
George W. Eggleston, T. D. Spaulding and T. B. Strauss ; Pas¬ 
tor, Rev. H. P. Fullenweider; Treasurer, T. B. Strauss. 

It may not be out of place to mention here some of the diffi¬ 
culties which opposed the church in its early history, taken from 
a brief sketch written by Dr. J. M. Waters: “The congrega¬ 
tion was widely scattered through the country, the roads were 
new and frequently almost impassable, and thcro were so few 
members in town that it seemed impracticable to sustain a prayer¬ 
meeting. When there was preaching, it was only on alternate 
Sabbaths, and the minister was unable to spend much time be¬ 
yond the Sabbath with them. The Elders, like everybody else 
in tho new community, were busy with necessary secular work, 
and for a long time the congregation hardly knew such a thing 
as pa9ton*l care. The members meeting only on the Sabbath, 
and often prevented for long periods from this by unfavorable 
weather and bad roads, remained almost strangers to each other, 
and were slow to acquire that sympathy and confidence in each 
other which better acquaintance would have bred. For such 
causes they sometimes felt even weaker than they really were. The 
members were poor, almost all in debt, and these early years of 
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the church were times of general financial stringency, becoming 
gradually worse. In the winter of 1876, men of good credit paid 
18 per cent in bank for money.'* 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church of Gibson. —The Cumber¬ 
land Presbyterian Church of Gibson was formerly organized un¬ 
der the name of the Hopewell congregation, at Drummer Grove 
Schoolhouse. one mile northwest of Gibson. The original organi¬ 
zation was effected December 19, 1868, by the Rev. J. R. Low- 
rance, now of Lincoln, 111., with the following members, twenty- 
two in all: James Houston, Matthew Speedie, Isabella Speedie, 
James M. More, James J. Houston, Jane J. Houston, Catharine 
Gilchrist, William S. Thompson, Agnes M. Thompson, B. II. 
McClure, James M. McClure, John T. McClure, Jane A. Mc¬ 
Clure, Susan E. McClure, Hattie N. McClure, Finis W. McClure, 
Francis McClure, Augusta McClure, T. B. Crigler, Sarah Crigler, 
Martha More, Ann Crigler. Under the care of Mackinaw Presby¬ 
tery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, yet without a set¬ 
tled pastor, the congregation continued to worship at the above- 
named schoolhouse until the winter of 1872, when the need of a 
church building more folly asserted itself. Accordingly, at a 
meeting of the congregation on the 14th of April, 1873, it was 
determined to enter at once upon the erection of a suitable house 
for worship, and three trustees were elected, subscriptions taken, 
and the work started. The names of the Trustees elected at 
this meeting were : John T. McClure, Winston Sleeks and T. D. 
Spaulding, and to this date the first named has continued to serve 
the congregation as one of its trustees. Agreeable to the genius of 
the vote of the meeting of April 14, 1873, the building now oc¬ 
cupied by the congregation, situated on North Church street, was 
erected at a cost of 62,600. The present value of the property 
is estimated at the same figure, $2,o00. 

Pastors.—From the date of organization, December 19,1869, 
to March, 1873, the congregation was supplied with the preached 
word and means of grace by several ministers of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, notably among which appears the name of 
Rev. S. E. Hudson, now of Lincoln, Ill.; but the first resident 
pastor in charge was the Rev. R. T. Marlow, who served the con¬ 
gregation from March, 1873, to June, 1875. Here we find an 
interval of two years, during which time the congregation was 
without a regular pastor. In April, 1877, an engagement was 
made with Rev. L. P. Deatherage, for six months, at the expira¬ 
tion of which time he was again employed for the ensuing year. 
In September, 1878, from some cause not named in session rec¬ 
ords, we find the pulpit again vacant; and an agreement was 
made soon thereafter with Rev. J. C. Van Patton to fill it once 
a month. This arrangement continued in force until the winder 
of 1879, when a correspondence was opened with the Rev. A. C. 
Biddle, then a student at Cumberland University, Lebanon, 
Tenn., resulting in his employment from July 1, 1880. 

Officers.—At the organization of the congregation in 1869, 
the Board of Elders was as follows: B. H. McClure, Matthew 
Speedie, T. B. Crigler and James J. Houston; and the name of 
B. H. McClure appeare as its first representative in the sittings 
of Mackinaw Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 
To this original Board of Elders were added other names, by 
election and ordination, as follows: John C. Wilson and William 
Gilchrist, October 4, 1874; James M. McClure, July 18, 1880. 

Officers for 1884—Elders, B. H. McClure, J. C. Wilson, J. 
J. Houston and J. M. McClure; Deacons, Robert Jardine, Nel¬ 
son B. Taylor, John M. Baily and C. H. Buckman; Trustees, 
John T. McClure, John H. Collier and Robert Talbot; Treas¬ 
urer, J. M. Baily ; Pastor, Rev. Madden, to take the charge July 

I, 1884. 

United Brethren in Christ of Gibson. —The organization is of 
recent date. In the year 1875, the quarterly conference of the 
Elliott charge appointed a Board of Trustees, consisting of C. J. 
Buckner, J. C. Thornton, Petor Maine, Sr., Rev. L. L. Rine¬ 
hart, and John Wagner, Esq., to take under advisement the feas¬ 
ibility of building a church house for the United Brethren in 
Christ in Gibson. There was at this time no society of said 
church in Gibson, and only one of the newly appointed trus¬ 
tees lived here. In the following August Mr. C. J. Buchmer, 
seconded bv only a few friends, began the erection of what is now 
known as the “ Brethren Church in Gibson,” and on the 8th day 
of January following, 1876, it was finished and dedicated to the 
service of God. The building is forty-four feet long, thirty feet 
wide, and eighteen feet ceiling. It has a belfry and a vestibule, 
and cost $1,850. 

This thenceforth became one of the appointments of the El¬ 
liott charge, the other three afore Elliott, Antioch Schoolhouse 
and the Wagner appointment. Rev. F. R. Mitchcl was the pas¬ 
tor, serving his second year on the charge. During the year 
1876 he organized a United Brethren society, in Gibson, consist¬ 
ing of the following members: C. J. Buchmer and wife, Mrs. 
Mary Emmons, Peter and Elisabeth Maine, husband and wife, 
Mr. M. Kerr and wife, Rev. L. L. Rinehart and wife, and two 
children, Miss Hattie and Samuel, Howard Griffith, Elisabeth 
Griffith, Laura Griffith, Sidna Griffith and Maria Griffith, Mr. 

J. E. Sheffer. 

Remaining a part of the Elliott charge until last fall, 1883, 
when it was made a station, it was favored with preaching, on an 
average, once in two weeks During this time it had tho follow¬ 
ing pastors: 1876, Rev. F. R. Mitchel; Rev. A. Wimsett, served 
part of the year 1877 ; 1878, in succession, Revs. J. Corley, 
A. Wimsett, and Miss Julia Potter; 1879, Rev. Z. T. Hatfield; 
in 1880, Rev. L. L. Rinehart; in 1881, Rev. J. Corley ; 1882, 
Rev. J. W. Moats; in 1883, Rev. A. C. Scott; 1881, Rev. P. 
H. Wagner. In the year 1882, Rev. J. Corley served as pastor 
on tho rest of the charge, and Rev. J. W. Moats preached to the 
Gibson society alone. During 1883, Rev. A. C. Scott served 
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the entire charge. At the annual conference in the fall of 1883, 
it was set off as a mis don station. 

’ Tho officers of the society have been as follows: Leader, C. 
J. Buckner, has been the Class Leader consecutively since its 
organization, except one year, John Aaron, Jr., served. 

Stewards—Only a partial list is here given in an irregular 
order ; Peter Maine, Sr., George Hawthorne, W. E. McMullen, 
O. Bruder, Rev. L. L. Rinehart, William Estico, Howard Grif- 
feth. 

Trustees—First board as given above. In 1880, C. J. Buch¬ 
ner, Peter Maine, Sr., O. Bruder; 1884, W. E. McMullen, O. 
Bruder and Samuel Emmons. The society at the time of its or¬ 
ganization in 1876, consisted of seventeen members. It has been 
blessed with liberal successive additions since, but these have 
been in a great measure offset by very numerous deaths and re¬ 
movals. It has been favored with some excellent revival seasons, 
and has maintained a reputation of being a live, spiritual society. 
Its present membership is seventy-one, of which seventeen were 
received during the past winter (January, 1884). 

It is carrying on a good live Sabbath school, which has had 
a consecutive existence since 1876. Its first Superintendent was 
Rev. J. H. Mulholland, and its present one is Mr. C. J. Buchner. 
In addition to its Sabbath services, the Sabbath school has a 
weokly Friday night teachers’ meeting. The school is amply 
supplied with literature, manned with a competent corps of officers 
and teachers. 

The society stands identified, more or less intimately, with all 
reformative movements of the day, believing the Gospel to be the 
great corrector of all the wrongs and irregularities of human so¬ 
ciety. 

Its meetings of various kinds are as follows: Preachings, 
Sabbath 11 o’clock A. M., 8 P. M. Prayer meetings, Wednesday 
night. Young people’s Bible reading, Thursday night. Official 
meeting, monthly, second Tuesday in each month. Quarterly 
meeting every three months. Sabbath school 10 A. M. In its 
government, strictly republican. All its officers elected by a 
majority vote of society. 

PIPER CITY. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church , Piper City* was organ¬ 
ized by Rev. J. B. Dille wnile he was pastor of the Chatsworth 
charge about the year 1866, and was connected with that charge 
until the fall of 1870. Until then the Piper City class was served 

successively by Revs. Dille,-Spanglor, William Cumming, 

Samuel Havermale. 

Piper City charge was formed in 1870 by Rev. G. R. Palmer, 
then Presiding Elder of Onarga district, and embraced Piper 
City, a schoolhouse known as Mount Zion, about seven miles 
Bouthwest of Piper, and Mount Thunder Schoolhouse, seven miles 
northeast. 

In 1872, the Mount Zion appointment was removed to Fair 
View or Pleasant Valley Schoolhouse. * 

Rev. J. P. Coffman was sent to Piper City charge in the fall 
of 1870, and served two years. As a result of meetings held by 
him at a schoolhouse one mile north of La Hogue, a class of 
thirty members was formed, which became a part of the circuit, 
with T. J. Lannrv as Leader. 

The class at Mount Thunder or Sand Ridge was organized 
about 1869 bv a located preacher known os Father Lewis, and 
contained at first twelve members. It increased to a membership 
of thirty-two in 1871, and in 1872 to forty-two. with John Winn 
os Leader. 

During Rev. Coffman’s ministry, a large school building in 
Piper City was purchased and refitted for use by the Methodists, 
who now numbered about forty in Piper City. Until this was 
done, the society had rented a room over Mr. John Clark’s store, 
known as Clark’s Hall, for $50 per annum. It was also occu¬ 
pied by the Presbyterians. 

Rev. C. O. McCulloch succeeded Rev. Coffman in 1872 and 
remained three years. He received thirty on probation and 
some by letter, and the class in Piper City reached a member¬ 
ship of about seventy, with Edward Montelius as Leader. 

A class of twenty six members which met at Fair View was 
transferred irt 1873 to the Roberta Circuit, and subsequently dis¬ 
banded. 

About the same time the La Hogue appointment was changed 
to what is called the Black Schoolhouse, two miles southwest of 
La Hogue, and in 1877 numbered twenty-five, with Samuel 
Knowlton, Leader. 

Rev. W. H. Flint came to the circuit in 1875, and remained 
three years, during which time ho received into the church on 
probation ninety-three persons. 

About 1876 or 1877, the Sand Ridge class changed its regular 
meetings to the McTier Schoolhouse, one mile east and two south 
of the first place of meeting, and in 1877 numbered forty eight. 
In 1878, Rev. R. Crews was sent to the charge and continued 
one year. Rev. E. B. Boggess followed in 1879, remaining two 
years. 

In the second year, the building occupied for church services 
in Piper City, since 1872, was sold, and a new church erected at 
a cost of $3,011, which was dedicated November 6, 1881, by 
Rev. Dr. W. H. H. Adams, of the Illinois Wesleyan University, 
of Bloomington. 

Rev. Lewis Springer received his appointment to Piper City 
in the fall of 1881, and remained two years. Under his super¬ 
vision the Sunday school in Piper made marked progress. 

The McTier appointment was changed to the Sand Ridge or 
Reed Schoolhouse, two miles north (the old Sand Ridge School- 
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house having been moved from its site one mile west to the Reed 
corner one mile east), and the La Hogue, appointment was 
changed from the Black to the Willow Twig Schoolhouse, two 
miles northwest of La Hogue, and finally to La Hogue, where a 
new schoolhouse had been built. During 1883, services were 
held there by Rev. W. R. Baldridge, of the United Presbyterian 
Church in riper City, and Rev. Springer, alternately and occa¬ 
sionally by Rev. W. C. Neely, Presbyterian of Piper City. In 
March, 1883, as a result of revival meetings in Piper City Meth¬ 
odist Episcopal Church, conducted by Rev. Springer and Rev. 
McLain, an Evangelist, there were sixty-six accessions to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church on probation, and some to other 
churches. In October, 1883, Rev. W. R. Warner came to the 
charge, and on Novomber 4 organized a class at La Hogue of 
seventeen members with Charles Dixon, Leader, it having become 
disorganized by changes in placo of meeting. January 6, 1884, 
there were fourteen more accessions to the La Ilogue society, as a 
result of special meetings. The class in Piper City now numbers 
about eighty-five full members and thirty probationers. The 
charge has 118 full members and 45 probationers. There is no 
parsonage. 

Presbyterian Church , Piper City*. —The Presbyterian Church 
of Brenton, the name being afterward changed to Piper City, was 
organized by the Bloomington Old School Presbytery, September 
19, 1862, by a committee consisting of Rev. George McKinley, 
John Thomas and Elder William P. Pierson. The meeting was 
held in a schoolhouse about two and a half miles south of what is 
now Piper City. The following persons bocarae members: Archi¬ 
bald McKinney, Elizabeth McKinney, Robert Hall, Elisa Hall, 
Mathow H. Hall, Mrs. M. C. Hall, John Marr, Elisabeth 
Marr, Henry Atwood, Mary E. Atwood, John McKinney, Mrs. 
Rachel Perry and Mrs. Caroline Barns. The session of the 
church was organized by the election of Archibald McKinney, 
Robert Hall and Mathew II. Hall as Ruling Elders. Rev. John 
Thomas acted as stated supply of the church for two years after 
it was organized in connection with tho Presbyterian Church of 
Onarga, and Rev. W. B. Marsh supplied the church during the 
years 1866-67. The Rev. William C. Neely commenced his la¬ 
bors on May 1, 1868, and was installed pastor in June, 1869, 
and is the present incumbent. 

The church erected a parsonage, which was the first house 
built in what is now Piper City. For several years the congre¬ 
gation worshiped in a hall over a store owned by J. A. Monte¬ 
lius k Co. During the fall of 1873, the congregation built a 
house of worship, 56x32, at a cost of $3,600, which was dedicated 
free of debt November 16 of that year. At the present time the 
church is in a united and prosperous condition, with an active 
membership of over 100 persons, six of whom were among the 
organizing members. 

United Presbyterian Congregation , Piper City, f—The pio¬ 
neer of the United Presbyterian Church was William Thompson, 
who came here in August, 1863, and settled within two miles of 
the present town of Piper City. He came from Monmouth, Ill., 
and brought with him his family consisting of wife and nine chil¬ 
dren. He was soon followed by several other families. The 
first sermon preached to these people was by Rev. Robert Mc¬ 
Cracken, of Paxton, Ill., in the year 1864, in a schoolhouse sev¬ 
eral miles south of the city. 

The congregation was organized the 14th of May, 1867, by 
Rev. I. C. McRnight and Elders McCoy and Thompson, with a 
membership of thirty two. R. N. Thompson and James W. 
Holmes were the first Elders. On the first Sabbath of January, 
1868, Rev. J. C. Bigham began his labors in the congregation, 
having previously received a call to become their pastor. Dur¬ 
ing the summer of 1869, they built their present house of wor¬ 
ship. The dedicatory sermon was preached the first Sabbath of 
August, 1869, by Rev. David Wallace, President of Monmouth 
College. Rev. Bigham resigned in October, 1873. The con¬ 
gregation was again supplied until 1876, when Rev. William 
Morrow became stated supply. His labors extended over a 
period of six years. During that time the congregation enjoyed 
the utmost peace and prosperity. His labors ended February, 
1882. Rev. W. R. Baldridge became their pastor July 1, 1882, 
and was released September 12, 1883. At present the congre¬ 
gation is supplied. The membership is ninety, in a good condi¬ 
tion financially, not being burdened with any debt. 

The church building is 60x40 feet, well furnished and in 
good condition. The Elders are C Jennings, A. L. Campbell 
and William P. Moore. Trustees. J. II. Ewing, David Thomp¬ 
son, Dr. S. D. Culbertson, M. S. Erskine, J. P. McDaniel. 
The Sabbath school numbers about seventy scholars. It is in 
fine working order. There have been 143 baptisms and twenty 
deaths, of those in full membership. 

Catholic Church at Piper City.\ —This parish was organized 
July, 1880, out of that part of Chatsworth parish, east of Living¬ 
ston County line, and that part of Gilman parish, west of La 
Hogue, with the Rev. William O’Horn, of Chatsworth, as pastor. 
There was about $1,000 subscription list to commence with, much 
of which was lost by bad management. In July, 1880, Matthew 
Sonin went to Chicago and purchased the lot, 200x150 feet, of 
Samuel Cross. The lumber was purchased of Chase k Pate, of 
Chicago, the bill being secured by Mr. Soran till such times as 
the church could pay off the debt. The building is a frame, 66x 
82 feet, posts resting on a stone foundation three feet high. It 
was inclosed by November 1, 1880, and remained in that condi¬ 
tion till the next spring. In February, 1881, Rev. William 
O’Horra was removed and Rev. Yan der llagen took his place as 


•lly Kev \V. C. N«h*It. 
flly c l&ra K. Culbertson. 
;Uy Mall Lit* w Sormi. 


Digitized by 


Google 



astor of Chatsworth, with Piper City as an outside mission, 
n May, 1881, the following committee was appointed to finish 
the building, to wit: John O’Connell, Peter Mister, Peter Galla- 
hue, Thomas McDermatt and Matthew Soran. On July 4,1881, 
the ladies of the church gare a dinner for the benefit of the 
church, which netted $240. In September of the same year, they 
held a fair in Clark’s Hull which netted $1,800. The balance 
of the money was raised by subscription. The debt is all paid 
but $200. Total cost of building and lot, $4,000 ; present mem¬ 
bership, 400. Rev. Dennis O’Dunavan, assistant to Rev. Van 
der Hagen, of Chatsworth, says mass every second Sunday at 10 
o'clock A. M. in summer, and 11 o’clock A. M. in winter. 

ROBERTS. 

Congregational Church of Roberts .*—Until 1875, there was 
no Congregational Church in Lyman Township. Rev. Wilcox, 
father of M. II. Wilcox, preached at stated times in the Smith 
Schoolhouse in the northern part of Lyman Township, and the 
people generally attended the services regardless of denomination¬ 
al differences, but no organization exists. 

The Congregational Church of Roberts was organized 
October 24, 1875, with the following exercises: Sermon and 
reading of covenant by the Rev. J. E. Ray. D. D.; prayer by 
A. D. Wyckoff, and right band of fellowship by Rev. J. J. 
Weage. 

The membership at the time of organization was very small, 
consisting of only ten persons: A. D. Wyckoff, George H. 
Thompson, Mary E. Thompson, W. S. Larkin, Elizabeth Lar¬ 
kin, John Hummel, Sarah M. Hummel, Frank Butler, Lucy 
Larkin and Olive Larkin. Six of these are yet members of the 
church, and the other four have gone to seek homes in other 
parts of our great land. 

George H. Thompson and his wife, Mary E. Thompson, are 
now in Kansas, where they are engaged in church and Sunday 
school work as earnestly as was their wont in the old home. 

A. D. Wyckoff now labors in the Lord’s moral vineyard in 
Nebraska, and Frank Butler has moved to La Salle County, III., 
where he, too, no doubt, has also found his work. 

The first business meeting of the church was held at the 
house of G. H. Thompson October 31, 1875. At this meeting 
G. H. Thompson and John Hummel were elected Deacons. WT 
S. Larkin was elected Trustee of the church for three years, and 
W. A. Kearney and J. B. Meserve, respectively two and one 
years, were elected Trustees of the Congregational society. 
Frank Butler was elected Clerk. John Hummel has been a 
Deacon of the church since his first election. 

On the 6th of November, 1875, C. Manton, who the following 
year removed to Texas, united with the church on profession of 
faith. This was the first accession*of the church. 

This small body, in connection with the Congregational 
Church at Thawville, struggled on as best it could, receiving 
annually Home Missionary aid. 

In March, 1877, the church received its second accession of 
membership, consisting of the following persons: G. B. Mahaf- 
fey, Walter Davis, E. M. Mahaffey, Nellie D. Mahaffey, Helen 
L. Wyckoff, Amanda Emmons, F. G. Lohman and Louisa Tapp. 

From this small beginning the church has grown to a mem¬ 
bership of sixty, and since 1882 has been self-supporting, no 
longer requiring the aid of the Home Missionary Society. 

During the first four years of its existence, the society had no 
house of worship, but the services were held in the town hall. 

In the fall of 1870, a church building, 40x55 feet, was begun. 
This building was completed in May, 1880, and dedicated to the 
worship of God May 16. 1880, free from all incumbrances. 

Since its organization, the church has been blessed with 
earnest, efficient pastors, who considered the work of saving souls 
paramount to everything else. 

Below we give the names of pastors and the time of their re¬ 
spective services: 

Rev. J. J. Weage, two years; Rev. Breads, one year; Rev. 
F. J. Brobst, two years; Rev. J. B. Johnston, two years, and the 
present pastor, Rev. W. Wilson. At the last annual meeting, 
June 17, 1884, the following officers were elected : 

E. Lyman and John Olsen, Deacons ; L. E. Bresale, Trustee 
for one year; F. G. Lohman, Trustee for three years; C. 
Anderson, Clerk and Treasurer for one year. 

The report of Treasurer at this annual meeting showed a 
cash balance, $18.11. Credits other than cash, $59.50, with all 
past claims against the church settled. * 

Zion Methodist Episcopal Church (German).^ —The Method¬ 
ist Episcopal Church organized German missions as early as 
1868, with headquarters at Odell, Livingston County; later at 
Buckley, Iroauois County. Services were held at private houses, 
and then, as the membership increased, in the public schoolhouses. 

When the village of Roberts came to be, it was resolved to 
build a church. The first Board of Trustees, consisting of John 
Grube, Frank Bastian, Henry Michaelis, John Wieting and 
Fred Haug, with their pastor, Rev. Fr. Meior, as Chairman, on 
the 18th day of February, 1873. passed a resolution to that ef¬ 
fect, and acted upon it accordingly, building a church, with spire, 
that cost nearly $2,400, being tne first house of worship erected 
in the village of Roberts. But its old and trusted membero have 
left—emigrated to Dakota, Iowa and Texas. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church has a flourishing German 
society at Melvin, with a neat and commodious church, erected in 
1882, the original members then being Teis Arends, George O. 
Arends, Fr. Steinmann, Ger. Defries and H. Duringer. 

The German membership of the Methodist Episcopal Church 

•By K G. Lobnutn. 
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in Ford County at present is fifty-eight members ; in the adjoin¬ 
ing county of Iroquois, thirty-eight members. 

The following ministers have served: Revs. W. Meier, A. 
Miller, E. J. Funk, September, 1870, to September 20, 1871 ; 
Frederich Meyer, September 20, 1871, to September 24, 1874 ; 
Gustav Zollmann, September 24, 1874, to September 24, 1875; 
Peter Rech, September 24,1875 to September21, 1876 ; William 
Meier, September 21, 1876, to September 20, 1877 ; Ferdinand 
Wirth, September 20, 1877, to’September 25, 1879; Florentin 
Firstborn, H. D. Kamp (supply), September 25, 1879, to Octo¬ 
ber 6,1880; C. F. Allert, October 6,1880, to October 5,1882 ; 
Peter Rech, October 5, 1882, present pastor. 

The Board of Trustees for 1884 consists of Fr. Steinmann, 
Teis Arends, Ger. Defries, George O. Arends and George T. 
Arends. 

Methodist Episcopal Church , Roberts.* —This church was 
formerly a part of Pierce’s Mission as described in the account 
of the Methodist Church at Melvin. The first preaching place 
was Graham's Schoolhouse, and was changed to Roberts in 1871. 
The members of the first class were Ole Johnson, Leader; Anna 
Johnson, Edward Van Steenbcrgh, Emily Van Steenbergh, 
Jennie Van Steenbergh, J. H. Sedore, Mrs. A. A. Sedore, 
Abraham Sedore, George P. Lyman, Helen Lyman, Alfred 
Smith, Julia Smith, Horace Lester, Hannah Lester, John Kcn- 
ward, Nancy Kenward, William Kenward, Julius Walker, Joel 
Westbrook, Patience Westbrook, Horace Snelling, Jane Snelling, 
Robert Hawthorn, Sarah Arnold, Thomas Darg, James English, 
Charles Koon, John Kenward, Jr., Hamilton Darg and Caroline 
Guise. They held their meetings in the public schoolhouse at 
Roberts until January 6, 1882, when they completed a very neat 
church at a cost of $2,800. This church was dedicated by 
G. W. Gue, Presiding Elder. The first board of trustees con¬ 
sisted of Thomas Wakelin, M. II. Rice, G. B. Gordon, G. P. Ly¬ 
man and E. Van Steenbergh. 

LYMAN TOWNSHIP. 

- Zion German Evangelical Church. —Report of the Evangel¬ 
ical Association Mission work in Ford County: In the year of 
our Lord, 1865, the Illinois Conference of this denomination met 
at Washington, Tazewell County, Ill. This conference, at this 
session, created a new mission ih the counties of Livingston, Mc¬ 
Lean and Ford. Rev. F. C. Stuhwig was the first missionary, in 
this important mission, to carry on the Lord’s work. He settled 
down with his family in the little station, Chatworth, Livingston 
County, Ill. The mission in Ford County began on the 7th day 
of June, 1865. The first visit was made at Brother Peter Pfaad’s. 
Brother Pfaad came here with his family in the year 1858, from 
Lyons, N. Y. Mr. Stuewig then began to hold service every 
three weeks in the P. Russell Schoolhouse, and also in the 
house of Kathrine Althen. On his second visit he became ac- 

? [uainted with the following persons: Kathrine Althen and 
iamily, Christian Moser, Annie Wilcoxson and other German 
eople, who lived in that community. The following winter he 
eld a protracted meeting with good success. On the 13th of 
February, 1866, he organized the first German class in this new 
mission, with the following persons as members: Peter Pfaad, 
Margret Pfaad, Kathrine Althen, Margret Leber, George Bar- 
reck, Louisa Barreck, Lydia Barreck, Cathrene Barreck, Chris¬ 
tian Moser, Annie Wilcoxson. Peter Pfaad was the first Class 
Leader. German people came to see the country, and being 
pleased with the prairie land, many bought homes and settled 
here. This was a help to the small society, its membership grew 
rapidly, and by the help of God they were able to build a church 
in the year of our Lord, 1873. The size of the church building is 
32x50 feet, 20 feet high ; the steeple is 65 feet; cost of building, 
$1,000. The church was dedicated by Bishop J. J. Esher. 

The preacher in charge at this time was Rev. J. Kurts. 
The first officers of Zion Church Evangelical Association were 
the following: Rev. Henry Baker, Daniel Raabe, Abraham 
Shaffer, Christian Stutsman, Peter Pfaad. The officers at pres¬ 
ent are: Daniel Waldschmidt, President; Charles Fellwock, 
Carl Burkhardt; Jacob Zahn, Treasurer; Rev. F. C. Stuewig, 
Secretary. The present missionary is Rev. C. F. Diessmeier; 
Presiding Elder, Rev. Augest Fesele. The present membership 
is ninety to one hundred 

DIX TOWNSHIP. 

Union Methodist Protestant Church.^ —This society began 
its existonoe in Champaign County about one half mile south of 
where the church building now stands on the southeast corner of 
the north half of Section 31. The first services held in this 
county were in the Union Schoolhouse, one-half mile north of the 
church, under the pastorate of Rev. J. Krapps, in 1874. Among 
the original members were J. Cranston and wife, Mrs. J. Daniels, 
Mrs. J. Barker, Mrs. D. Metcalf and Mrs. G. Waggoner. After 
thepastoral term of Rev. Krapps, the Annual Conference sent Rev. 
R. E. Fox, who is the present pastor, and is serving his sixth year. 
The present membership is thirty-one. The erection of the > 
church building commenced in the fall of 1881, and was com¬ 
pleted and dedicated in the summer of 1882. The building 
cost about $1,200, and stands as a monument to the generosity 
of the entire oommunity. The first Trustees elected August 30, 
1881, were M. W. Scott, J. G. Barker, Henry Shields, J. Dan¬ 
iels and William Day. The Trustees, elected October 13, 
1882, were J. Cranston, J. G. Barker, J. H. Green, Mrs. J. 
Daniels and Mrs. G. Waggoner, all now serving except J. H. 
Green, whose place was filled May 31, 1884, by the election of 
James Barnes. This society holds its regular preaching services 
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every two weeks at 11 o’clock A. M., and Sabbath school every 
Sunday at 10 A. M. 

The Norwegian Lutheran Church. —The first Norwegians to 
settle in this county were Chr. Reicrson and Henry Halvorson. 
They came hero from Otter Creek, La Salle Co., III., and located, 
some four or five miles northwest from Elliott, where they now 
live, the happy owners of a half section of land each. Our best 
information is that they came here about 1866. They were fol¬ 
lowed by Abel Hanson in 1871. Mr. Hanson formerly lived in 
or near Lisbon, Kendall Co., Ill. He at first rented lands, but, 
having succeeded reasonably well, he bought eighty acres one 
mile south of Elliott, where he is now enjoying the remainder of 
his life in comparative ease. 

Tolleff Thompson, also from Lisbon, is the next in order. 
Like Mr. Hanson, he also rented lands to begin with, but a few 
years of hard work finds him the contented possessor of a fine 
farm four miles southeast from Elliott. 

John A. Hattebcrg and Ole Natterstad bought land, and set¬ 
tled some three miles southeast from Elliott, in the year 1875. 
They are both well to do, and the first is especially the soul of 
every undertaking of a religious nature among this pooplo. 

These two were followed in turn by Thomas Pederson, Osraon 
Osmonson and Ilalward Osmonson. 

Ford County had by this time become famous to the people 
around Lisbon, Ill., and a general “ exodus " to this county took 
place in the years that followed. Most of the Norwegians round 
about Elliott, numbering some 500, arc from Kendall and Grun¬ 
dy Counties, in this State. Perhaps one-fourth came direct from 
Norway. The Norwegians are of a very pious turn of inind. 
They are strictly honest, industrious and thriving. One of their 
number says that “ with them the all-absorbing topics when they 
meet are religion, the weather and the crops.’’ Their prosperity 
is surprising to a native American of the easy-going sort. 

They had not been here long before they organized themselves 
into a congregation. The first step in this direction was made 
in 1876. Rev. Iverson gathered a flock of the faithful, and con¬ 
tinued to preach for them at intervals for a portion of the years 
1876 and 1877. He was succeeded by Rev. G. J. Otnland, a 
graduate from the Norwegian Lutheran Evangelical Theological 
Seminary at Minneapolis, Minn., to which denomination this 
congregation belongs. Rev. Omland was their pastor from 1877 
to 1881. He was followed by Rev. B. P. Strand, who is their 
minister at present. Their place of meeting had been, previous 
to 1881, in what are known as the Kleppa and Bunch School- 
houses, Districts 6 and 7. 

But in the year 1881 they built a modest structure on Section 
25, Town 23 (bix), which has since been their customary place 
of worship. The building is 56 feet long, 86 feet wide, and 18 
feet high, with a steeple towering 70 feet into the sky. The 
work was chiefly done by members of the congregation, gratis of 
course, superintended by Charles Johnson, Thor O. Thorson and 
the Seim Brothers. The total cost was $3,000, two thirds of 
which was raised immediately by voluntary subscription ; 1883 
witnessed the erection of a neat and snug building for the pastor’s 
residence. Total cost of this, including ten acres of land, was 
$1,200. The parsonage is one-half mile west of the church, on 
Section 26. The congregation is about $1,600 in debt, and has 
a membership of 350. Trustees for 1880 were Christian Volden, 
John II. Thompson and Gunder Stouge. We are greatly in¬ 
debted to Ilalward S. Peterson for the foregoing facts. 

Other Churches. —At Farmersville, in the midst of a remarka¬ 
bly flourishing settlement of Swedes, is a prosperous church of 
Swedish Lutherans. The church building located on Section 30, 
Patton Township, is a commodious structure. There is also a well 
built parsonage. This church is in a very satisfactory condition. 

At Gibson are two Swedish churches, one of them being of 
the Swedish Lutheran and the other of the Swedish Mission. 
These societies have houses of worship, but no resident pastors at 
this time. As the Swedes settle in and about Gibson, as they are 
doing, these churches will be rapidly strengthened. 

BUTTON TOWNSHIP. 

Mt. Olivet Christian Church.* —From the earliest settlement 
of the locality now included in Button Township, the Christian 
denomination had its ministers early on the ground. In fact, 
some of these ministers were among the pioneer settlers. A 
brief sketch is given by Harmon Strayer in the chapter of remi¬ 
niscences. The several organizations or societies of this denomi¬ 
nation were in 1871 re-organized and united under the name given 
at the head of this article. 

The church building was dedicated December 10, 1871, the 
dedication sermon being delivered by Elder R. M. Martin, of 
Danville, Ill. The membership at the organization numbered 
about forty. We are able to give noarly all of their names, 
which are as follows: Mareton Dudley, Milton Strayer, John 
M. Strayer, T. B. Strayer, William Walker, David Morehouse, 
W. H. II. Wood, J. A. Dudley, Ilcnry Correll, John Corrcll, 
Joseph Harris, John B. Harris, Daniel Allhands and their wives, 
also Sarah Button, Elizabeth Strayer, N. B. Spiceard, II. S. 
Strayer, Elizabeth Strayer, Mary E. Spiceard, F. L. Holloway, 
M. E. Dudley, S. J. Strayer, Dora Strayer, Mary Strayer, 
Sarah O. Walker, Oswell H. Walker, Mrs. Glotfelter. 

Soon after the dedicatory services, the organization was per¬ 
fected with the following officers: 

Elder R. M. Martin, Pastor; Marston Dudley and William 
Walker, Elders; Harmon Strayer and T. B. Stray or. Deacons. 

At the present time, the membership numbers 100, with the 
following officers: 
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Elder Kraft, Pastor; William Walker, Moeee Stroup and N. 

B. Spiceard, Elders; Harmon Strayer, Josephus Martin and F. 
L. Holloway, Deacons. 

The church edifice, which is situated on a handsome knoll in 
South Button, is of brick. It is 30x40 feet, with 16 feet to ceil¬ 
ing. 

During the past thirteen years and six months, the following 
ministers have preached for this congregation: R. M* Martin, 

C. C. Cassell, M. J. Hodson. John M. Smith, T. L. Stipp, J. L. 
Holton, H. W. Robertson, P. F. York. 

The services of the present Pastor have just commenced. 

Just north of the church and in the same inclosure is a cem¬ 
etery. Here are interred several of those whose names are given 
as the first members. 

The forest trees about the church yard cast a pleasant shade, 
and this site is a handsome one. 

The membershsp includes many of the most substantial farm¬ 
ers and their families who reside in this vicinity. 

The following persons have also served as officers of the church: 
R. H. Myers and W. J. Benjamin, Elders, and J. A. Dudley, 
F. D. Spinning and William Beagle, Deacons. 

SIBLEY. 

The Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church* was organized 
at Sibley (then Burr Oaks) January 6, 1879. 

Nils Poison and Gust Fager were the first Deacons elected. 
Swen Anderson and C. L. Seaholm were the first Trustees, and 
Swen Anderson was the first Secretary, which position he still 
holds. 

The congregation was organised under the leadership of Pas¬ 
tor 0. Tjamsland, and is under and within the Swedish Evangel¬ 
ical Lutheran Synod of United States of America. 

We have no church building, owing to the members going 
from here to the Western States every year. We are using the 
old sohoolhouse building, in connection with the Methodist Epis¬ 
copal Church, as our place of worship. 

We have no pastor at present, Mr. A. Lindahl, a Deacon, 
from Farmersville, near Elliott, has been preaching the Gospel 
here from the beginning of 1880 and up to the present time. 

The present Trustees consist of the following persons : Nils 
Poison, Nils A. Pearson and John C. Johnson. 

ROOBES TOWNSHIP. 

Church of God. f—This church was organized September 26, 
1869. The names of the original members are D. F. Breneisa, 
Peter Minich, Samuel Leopold, Joseph Leopold, R. C. Breneisa, 
Henry Kaufman, Joseph Imhoff, John Geen, Mrs. Susan Min¬ 
ich, Miss Emma Minich, Mrs. Sarah A. Leopold, Mrs. Anna 
Breneisa, Mrs. Catharine Leopold, Mrs. Mary Imhoff, Miss Kate 
Breneisa, Miss Fannie Breneisa, Mrs. Fred Falter. 

The Union Bethel was built in the spring of 1873, at a cost 
of $500. The house was dedicated by Elder J. M. Cassel. 

Elder William A. Smith preached from October, 1869, to 
October, 1872; Elder J. M. Cassel, preached from October, 
1872, to October, 1874; Elder W. B. Allen, preached from Oc¬ 
tober, 1874, to October, 1876 ; Elder George Cutler, preached 
from October, 1876, to October, 1877 ; Elder W. A. Smith, 
preached from Optober, 1877, to October, 1878; Elder A. J. 
Fenton, preached from October, 1878, to October, 1880; Elders 
John Burnard and Oscar Huston, preached from October, 1880, 
to October, 1881 ; Elder W. A. Smith, preached from October, 
1881, to October, 1884. D. F. Breneisa, Peter Minich and 
Samuel Leopold are the Trustees. 

This society reject infant baptism, and practice immersion, 
and the literal washing of the saints’ feet as appointed ordinances, 
and believe in the personal reign of Christ. They reject all 
creeds and take the New Testament for their discipline. 

The Church of God has at present over 1,000 ordained min¬ 
isters, and a membership of 65,000, and is at the present time 
building a college at Findlay, Ohio, at a cost of over $100,000. 

•By 8w«o Andanon. 
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KB MPT ON METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH* 

The organization known as the Sugar Loaf appointment of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church was first effected in the fall of 
1872, in what was called the Bute Sohoolhouse, in District No. 8, 
Mona Township. Previous to this time, there had been occasional 
preaching in that neighborhood by Rev. Michael Lewis, better 
Known as Father Lewis. 

There were but few members at first, but these took hold in 
earnest, and soon others came in, forming a larger and more firm¬ 
ly established organization. The origins! members of this church 
were as follows: Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kelley, Mr. and Mrs. 
George Sherman, Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Lewis, Mr. and Mrs. 
James Wade, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Heavisides, Mrs. Jackson 
Bute, Mrs. David Keighin, Mr. and Mrs. George Evans, Father 
Lewis and wife. 

Until the town hall was built, the society worshiped in the 
Bute Schoolhouse, but after the completion of the hall in 1877 
the meetings were held there. When the yiliage of Kempton 
sprang up in 1877, the place of worship was transferred to a hall 
in the yiliage. In the fall of 1881, steps were taken to build a 
house of worship in Kempton; the following spring the work was 
commenced, resulting in the erection of a neat ana commodious 
church edifice, costing about $2,000. 

The first Pastor of the church was Rev. J. D. Calhoun, who 
preached one year; this was his first appointment He was fol¬ 
lowed by Rev. Rutledge, who was in charge a year. The next 
pastor was Rev. Woodward, who remained one year; his successor 
was Rev. J. A. Flowers, whose term lasted two years. Follow¬ 
ing him came Rev. Wilson, who preached two years. Rev. Joe 
Bell succeeded him, and was in charge three years. The present 
pastor is Rev. Charles David. 

Robert Lewin, Thomas Heavisides, Andrew Stuart and 
Thomas Shaw have acted as stewards at various times, the latter 
being in office at the present time. 

This appointment is in the Onarga Conference, of which Rev. 
G. W. Gne is Presiding Elder. The church at Kempton is now 
in a flourishing condition. 

A large membership was added daring the winter of 1883-84. 


MELVIN. 

Methodist Episcopal Church , Melvin .f—This church was first 
organized in 1871, November 26. It sprung from what was 
known as Pierce’s Mission. Father Pierce, an old Scotch local 
preacher living at “Olive Grove,” came into Peach Orchard 
Township and established a regular preaching place at Grand 
Prairie Schoolhouse in 1869, which, with other similar preaching 
places in neighboring townships was called Pierce's Mission. 
When the village of Melvin was started, the Grand Prairie ap¬ 
pointment was moved to Melvin. Its name was changed to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, with Rev. T. P. Henry as first 
pastor on a circuit of three appointments, namely, Melvin, Rob¬ 
erts and Bell Schoolhouse, Ole Johnson, James Dixon, Charles 
Phillips and T. D. Thompson being the first board of stewards, 
Charles Phillips, Mary Phillips, William Thompson, T. D. 
Thompson, Mrs. T. D. Thompson, Alexander Stevens, Mariah 
Stevens and Jane Ogden forming the firet class at Melvin, with 
Charles Phillips as Leader. Meetings were held in the school- 
house and hall until the fall of 1879, when the society began the 
erection of a church, which was completed in the spring of 1880, 
at a cost of $2,400, and dedicated June 20, 1880, by W. H. H. 
Adams, President Wesleyan University of Bloomington, Ill. 
Thomas Fletcher, Alex Yarbrough, L. S. Heath, Henry Halver¬ 
son, J. H. Higgason, W. J. Hunt, J. M. Thompson and T. D. 
Thompson being the first board of trustees. 

The German Methodiet Episcopal Society of Mehin.% —Th is 
society was organised in Peach Orchard Township in 1870 with 
ten members by Rev. E. J. Funk, of Chicago German Con¬ 
ference. 
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The first data was composed of the following members: H. 
Duringer and wife, Ties Arends and wife, George O. Arends 
and wife, A. Heilman and wife, and Gerhard Denies and wife. 
Meetings were first held at farmhouses, then in schoolhouses. 
After tne village of Melvin was started, they moved into town. 
In 1875, they bought the old schoolhouse which stood a half mile 
south of town, moved it up into town, fitted it up, and used it for 
church until 1881, when they built a new church at a cost of 
$1,850. It was dedicated November 20 by Peter Hinners, of 
Chicago. 

They now have a flourishing society of forty-nine members. 
Rev. Peter Rech is pastor. 

German Evangelical Church, Melvin.* —The name of the or¬ 
ganization is as above stated, but it is called St. Peter's congre¬ 
gation. This society was organized October 20, 1872. The 
original members were F. Beck, M. Otto, II. Schnelle, H. Spdl- 
meyer, W. Fabel. H. Steinraann, M. Irani. O. Defries, W. Hafer, 
F. Bretting, J. Hinse, G. Beck, A. Loeinga, R. Freese, A. Mohr. 
These members erected a building in the spring of 1873, valued 
at $1,100. 

From the time of organization till July 5, 1875, Rev. Simon 
Suij was minister of the congregation. From the latter date 
until April 7, 1878, Rev. H. Ilebler was the minister, and since 
that time Rev. H. Stachling has been the minister. 

In the first years after this congregation was organized, some 
of our old members moved to other States, and it was a burden 
for the few members to uphold the duties of tlfo church, but in 
the last six or seven years more and more people have joined us. 

At this time our congregation has thirty members or families. 
Our building is not near large enough, and we hope to erect a 
new building very soon. 


ELLIOTT. 

United Brethren Church, Elliott. —This church was organ¬ 
ized two and a half miles north from Elliott, at Samuel Todd's 
house, in the winter of 1*62. The original members were Sam¬ 
uel and Nancy Todd, Jackson and America Pitser, Peter Beatty 
and wife, John Wallace’s family, John and Jemima Cooder, Jesse 
and Rosanna Todd, Messrs. Darg, Hawthorne, Trickel and their 
wives, John Keesey and wife, John McBride and wife and others 
to the number of forty. 

In 1872, they erected a church in the village of Elliott at the 
cost of about $' ,000. 

The ministers who have served this charge are as follows: 
Revs. Orrin, “ The Apostle of the Wabash,” George W. Winer, J. 
W. Fisher, Samuel Zook, George Hall, S. Mitchell, John Mor¬ 
rison. J. I. Robinson, Mr. Blake, Mr. Corley, L. L. Rinehart, 
Mr. Scott and John Morrison. Rev. Orrin came in 1859, 
preaching in this vicinity and* at other points as the title given to 
him would indicate. 

Thepresent trustees are John Keesey, William J. Wants and 
S. W. Wade. This organisation is one of the oldest in the coun¬ 
ty, and numbers among its membership some of the most promi¬ 
nent citizens of Elliott and Dix Township. Its Sunday school 
officers and teachers have been very active workers in that cause. 

QIBSON. 

The Catholic Church of Gihson\. —This church was organ¬ 
ised at Gibson in 1875. The original members were John Dela¬ 
ney, John Sutton, Thomas Tierney, Patrick Harty, Michael 
Harty, Con Hardigan, James Molloy, John Donnelya, Michael 
Donovan, Michael Ryan, John and Jeff New, John Graden and 
others to the number of twenty-five. 

In 1876, the present church building was erected at a cost of 
$1,100. The priests who have had charge of this church are as 
follows: Fathers Fanning, Cahel, Kelley, Lewis and Flynn. 
The church is clear of dent, with money in the treasury. The 
membership now numbers about 100 and the number is steadily 
increasing. The church is in a very prosperous condition. It 
has a flourishing Sunday school, superintended by the pastor. 

•By H. Stackltac. ~ -.~—“ 
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TOWNSHIP HISTORIES. 


PAXTON—THE COUNTY SEAT. 

The city of Paxton is laid out in Sections 7, 8, 17 and 18, 
in Range 10 east, in the township of Patton. Most of it lies in 
Sections 7 and 8. Nearly all the blocks, lots and streets are laid 
oat parallel with the Illinois Central Railroad, or on an angle of 
about fifteen degrees. The original town consisting of thirty- 
five blocks, lying on both sides of tho railroad, was laid off in the 
spring of 1857, by A. D. South worth, Deputy County Surveyor 
of Vermilion County. The land was owned by W. II. Pells, R. 

R. Murdock, Loander Britt, Benjamin Stites and D. Donally. 
The next addition to the town was the Railroad Addition, laid out 
north of the original town, in the spring of 1858, for Joseph E. 
Austin, A. II. Reynolds, Hiram C. Todd, L. Britt, R. R. Mur¬ 
dock and W. II. Pells. This addition consisted of fourteen whole 
blocks and twenty-one fractional blocks. 

In 1867, W. II. Pells laid out Pells Addition west of the 
Illinois Central Railroad, consisting of twelve fractional blocks, 
adjoining the original town on tho west, and the same year 
James Mix laid out forty-three blocks lying north and west of 
the Railroad Addition. 

The next addition to Paxton was Polls Addition, east of the 
Illinois Central Railroad, laid out in 1870, for William H. Polls, 
by H. J. Howe, County Surveyor. This addition joins the 
original town on the east, and contains nineteen blocks. A 
small addition was laid off by Surveyor Howe, in the fall ofl870 
for J. E. Hall and George Schlosser, consisting of ono block, of 
fourteen lots, known as Hall's Addition. 

In 1875, R. R. Murdock laid off twenty-nine lots, in the 
northeast part of town known as Murdocks Audition. In March, 
1877, S. J. Toy and A. C. Thompson, owners of Lots 5 and 6 
in Goodrich’s Subdivision caused a rc-survey to be made, laying 
them off into four blocks or thirty-five lots, known as Toy k 
Thompson’s Addition. 

THE NAME. 

Paxton has not always boon the name of this town. When 
originally laid out, it was called Prospect City, and before that 
time it was known as Prairie City, which was also the name of 
the township before being changed to Patton. It continued to 
he called Proqpect City until September, 1859, when a petition 
was presented to the County Court, asking them to change the 
name of Prospect City to Paxton. The petition was granted, 
“ and the place heretofore known as Prospect City shall here¬ 
after be known by the name of Paxton.” 

It is authoritatively reported that Sir Richard Paxton, of 
England was organizing a colony in that country to settle in 
Illinois, and it was thought that by naming this town Paxton, in 
honor of him, it might have some influence in inducing him to 
settle here. 

This gentleman has a name in history as being the archi¬ 
tect of the first Crystal Palace in London. 

The change of name did not have the desired effect, but as 
the authorities saw no good reason for changing the name in 
consequence of this failure, the name is still Paxton, and down 
in history. 

EARLY COMERS TO THE CITY PRIOR TO 1859. 

William Goodrich, John P. and Samuel L. Day, Charles and 
Frod Cloyes, John Buell, Thomas Buell, James Buck, J. F. 
Hall, Charles Oakley, S. M. Brown, Benjamin Stites, B. F. 
Stites, R. R. Murdock, L. Britt, W. H. Pells, James Cloyes, A. 
Martin, J. T. Bullard, I. W. Shilling, J. Covalt, N. Simons, 0. 
B. Taft, John and Martin Voss, Dr. P. Myers, Henry Bamhouse, 
Alexander II. Ilanley, John Hanley, Wheeler Bentley, Samuel 
L. Blain, Dr. John Mills, Dr. S. H. Birney, Dr. Way, Dr. Spen¬ 
cer, Dr. Camp, L. H. Tabor, William and Stacy Daniels, Thomas 
Lyon, A. McElroy, J. T. Nicholson, John J. Heckler, W. B. 
Swisher, Thomas Swisher, Paul Cooley, Dryden Donally, John 

S. Murdock, Ed. Seymour, William Seville, A. B. Morey, 
Daniel Elms, George Forbes, Squire L. Edgar, Arthur Camp¬ 
bell, William and Henry Schenk, Benjamin Smith, Howard 
Case, Thomas Daniel, Ilenry R. Daggett, John Ryan, Eliho 
Swisher, Thomas F. Townsley, Edward L. Gill and W. H. 
Bruyn. 

PAXTON IN THE PAST. 

The first house in Paxton was the house owned by William 
Goodrich, which was originally built on the west side of the rail¬ 
road, about one hundred yards south of Ottawa street, and occu¬ 
pied as a boarding house for men who were constructing the rail¬ 
road. 

In the spring of 1854 this house was moved up to Ottawa 
street and occupied by Mr. Goodrich as a dwelling. He after¬ 
ward kept a store iu the same building. This house was burnt 
about 1877. Previous to this, however, a building had been 
erected by B. F. k J. N. Stites, on the present site of the Glen 


Cemetery, but this, properly speaking, was not in the limits of 
Prospect City as afterward laid out. In the fall of 1854, John 
Murphy built the present Stites residence, and about the same 
time Stites Brothers put up a store building right opposite. 
Prospect City could not really be said to havo had any boom un¬ 
til about 1857, the buildings erected previous to this date being 
those already mentioned, and 1. W. Shilling’s boarding house 
adjacent to the Stites residence on the east, afterward removed; 
the residence of Thomas Daniels within the same inclosure as the 
boarding house, now used by Stites Brothers for a wagon house. 
Directly opposite the Daniels house stood tho small octagon 
building which now stands just across the road from the old cem¬ 
etery. This building was occupied as a meeting place for tho 
Spiritual Circle, their moving spirit being a certain Dr. Spencer. 
In 1856, the Stites Brothers sold out their store to Dryden Don¬ 
ally, who erected a residence between the store building and the 
one already mentioned as occupied by the Spiritualists. About 
this time, Stacey Daniels built a house on the site now occupied 
by Captain Shepardson's handsome residence. 

In 1*57, a small hotel was built on the southwest corner of 
Block 18, original town, cast of the railroad, and called the City 
Hotel. This building was afterward moved up near the depot, 
on the northwest corner Block 4, enlarged and christened the Ben¬ 
nett House. This hotel was destroyed by fire. Closely follow¬ 
ing thoso already mentioned came the store of Henry Barnhouse, 
Patton’s Block, and Abe Martin’s store building, on the east side 
of the railroad; and on the west side was Cloyes Brothers’ store, 
on Lot 1, Block 12, now Cooper's drugstore; R. Clark’s house, 
on Block 4, and the nucleus of the present Occidental Hotel. Our 
space will not warrant us to enter into a more general detail. 
Suffice to say, that stores, residences and offices rapidly multiplied 
from that time forward. 

The first voting place was at Goodrich’B residence, and after¬ 
ward at the City Hotel. 

First term of Circuit Court was held at the City Hotel, after¬ 
ward at Hanley’s Hall, in a building adjoining the present Pat¬ 
ton Block on the west. 

At an early date, the post office was kept by Henry Bam¬ 
house, at his store, nearly opposite the present residence of B. Q. 
Cherry, just west of Paxton on the Ottawa road, and our best in¬ 
formation is that upon his removal to Paxton. Mr. Bamhouse 
brought the poet office with him. The name of the post offioe 
was Ten Mile Grove, and when ho oponed the office here it was 
changed to Prospect City. It is thought by some that before tho 
latter name was adopted it was called Prairie City. The office 
was next kept in the store of Cloyes Brothers. 

The first child bom in this city was Milton B. Swisher, in 
1857, in the house now occupied by the Stites family. 

The first death was the wife of Stacy Daniels. She was 
buried in the old cemetery south of town. 

The first marriage license issued in Ford County was by 
Nathan Simons, the Clerk, to Charles W. Searing and Miss 
Sarah Bowles. They were married July 8, 1859, by Rev. A. C. 
Edwards. 

J. D. Wilson started a harness shop in 1865, in the building 
he now occupies just north of the Occidental Hotel. A Mr. 
Seeley opened the first shop here. 

Messrs. Case k Williams started the first livery stable which 
stood on Block 12, opposite where Putt’s livery and sale stable 
now stands. 

Edward L. Gill opened the first butcher shop. 

The first druggist here was J. McCormick, who had his store 
where Dahlgren’s grocery store now stands. 

Henry Daggett had a tin-shop which stood on the corner of 
Block 4, where Clark’s block now stands. 

John J. Heckler was a shoe-maker and had his shop in a 
back room of Seymour’s house. 

Edward Seymour opened the first blacksmith shop just west 
of the store of Ilenry Barnhouse. 

William Daniels was the first carpenter, and Stacy Daniels 
the first mason in the town. 

In 1858, forty-two houses were standing in Prospect City, 
and during a heavy wind storm, twenty-two of them were blown 
off their foundation and had to be repaired. 

James Buck built the first elevator, which stood where White 
Bros.’ lumber yard now is. 

Papineau k Martin had the first wagon-shop, it stood on 
Block 80, near where Mr. Hefner's house now stands. 

BUSINESS INTERESTS. 

Paxton was never in a more solid and flourishing condition 
than at present. Its citizens are prosperous and manifest a 
great interest in the prosperity of this town. During the past 
three years, a number of wealthy and substantial farmers have 
moved here from the adjacent country for the purpose of obtain¬ 


ing for their children tho benefits derived from the Collegiate 
and Normal Institute and High School. Paxton is conceded to 
have no superior as a town for the social and neighborly qualities 
of its citizens. The greatest harmony prevails and the interests 
of all converge to the welfare of this little city. 

The banking business is conducted by the Ford County and 
First National Banks. The Ford County Bank is the first and 
ionecr bank of tho county, and was opened for business in a 
ouse owned by A. McElroy on Market street, on the 1st day 
of January, 1866, by S. J. Toy, who came from Champaign 
County. In the spring of 1867, he moved into Pell’s block. 
On the 1st day of August, 1868. A. C. Thompson, but recently 
from Pennsylvania, joined Mr. Toy in the banking business, 
putting in an equal amount of capital. In the spring of 1869, 
they broke ground for their new bank building, and in the 
autumn of that year moved into their new quarters, where they 
continued business together for about three years under the firm 
name of Toy k Thompson. November 1, 1871, S. J. Toy, A. 
C. Thompson, Robert Blackstock, Edwin Rice, and 0. E. Hen¬ 
derson organized the First National Bank of Paxton, III., with 
a capital of $50,000. A. C. Thompson was made President, 
and S. J. Toy, Cashier. Mr. Toy held that position until the 
spring of 1874, when he sold out his interest to J. M. Clevenger, 
and Robert Blackstock was made cashier. The bank continued 
business until the 10th of February, 187 », when they closed out 
by voluntary liquidation. After which, A. C. Thompson, Robert 
Blackstock and W. M. Blackstock organized the present Ford 
County Bank of Thompson, Blackstock k Co., successors to the 
First National Bank, which continued under their management 
until the loth of April, 1883, at which time W. M. Blackstock 
withdrow from the firm, and on tho 3d of May following Edwin 
Rice, a .prominent and well-known business man of Puxton took 
a third interest in the bank, which is now running under the same 
firm name. These gentleman are well known fur their obliging 
manners and financial responsibility. The First National Bank 
was organized in 1883, with S. r. Bushnell, President; J. S. 
Wilson, Vice President, and J. B. Shaw, Cashier, and A. S. 
Bushnell, Assistant Cashier. They commenced business, May 
7, 1883, with a capital stock of $50,000, and have already estab¬ 
lished a good reputation. In the fall of 1883, Mr. Wilson with¬ 
drew from the bank, and John P. Day was elected in his place 
as Vice President. This bank is a successor of George Wright, 
who kept a private bank here for many years. This bank is 
doing a successful business, and enjoys the entire confidence of 
the people. 

There are three dry goods stores, that of Harper k Son 
(James^and William Harper) being the largest and carrying os 
fine a line of goods as is found in any city of this size. They 
enjoy a large trade and may be classed among the prominent and 
successful business men of Paxton. A. J. Laurence is a gentle¬ 
man of enterprise, and from the very first of his engaging in the 
dry goods business here, he has prospered. Ilis line of goods is 
fully up to the demands of .this locality. Rawlings k Mercer, 
successors to F. Telander k Co., are young men of ability and 
push, and justly entitled to their share of the patronage of the 
people. 

There are two clothing houses, P. Larson k Co., carrying 
an extensive line of ready made clothing and gents’ furnishing 
goods. In connection with this is a tailoring establishment, and 
suits made by “ Larson k Co.” have a wide reputation for excel¬ 
lence, auality and durability. John Nelson is an old and well- 
established dealer in the clothing line, and has an extensive 
trade. 

The leading hardware merchants are R. Cruzcn, in Clark’s 
block, who handles all goods usually kept by every well-regulat¬ 
ed hardware store. In stoves and ranges, lie has the latest im¬ 
proved styles, and constantly keeps a largo stock of shelf hard¬ 
ware. J. M. Hanley k Co., are active men engaged in business here, 
besides carrying a large stock of hardware, tinware and mechan¬ 
ics’ tools; they are agents for the celebrated McCormick machines. 

In the drug business we find four stores.—P. Hanson k Co., on 
the corner of Market and Pells streets, are doing a successful and 
satisfactory business, carrying a large stock of drugs and drug¬ 
gist sundries. The firm is composed of P. Ilanson and Oicar 
A. Swanson. Right opposite is S. D. Cooper’s drug store. Be¬ 
sides a large stock of pure drugs, he has u large assortment of 
books, stationery, etc. The firm of MoTaggart k Co., also do a 
large business and command their share of patronage. 

The grocery trade is well represented here. The largest 
grocery house in the city is that of William M. Wilson, on the 
corner of Market and Polls streets. His largo store is complete¬ 
ly stocked with first-class goods in the grocery line; lias also a 
large assortment of crockery and glassware. In connection with 
this, he has a fine line of boots and shoes. Mr. Wilson commands 
the confidence and support of an appreciative public. On the 
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opposite side of the street and little farther south is the store of 
N. Younggreen, who is prepared at all times to supply customers, 
with any article usually kept in a well regulated grocery house, 
and at the lowest prices consistent with a safe business. George 
Schlosser deals in groceries and choice family provisions. His 
store is situated at the lower end of Market street, and by court¬ 
eous attention and an accommodating spirit,he receives an extensive 
patronage. On the east side of the railroad is found the grocery 
store of A. Anderson, which is replete with fresh groceries and 
provisions. He has a large trade. 

I* H. Rodeen, on Market street, has a large general store, 
and does a flourishing business. He is a joung man of energy, 
and takes pride in the success of his business. 

Messrs. Sheldon k Swanson, and James Berryman, are the 
only boot and shoe merchants in the city. 

Cook & White and Charles H. Langford have complete sets 
of abstract books. Both firms are reliable, and can furnish ab¬ 
stracts of title to all lands in Ford County. 

The St. Elmo Restaurant and Bakery has no superior in the 
city. Mr. J. L. Larkin is the popular proprietor. 

The Arcade Restaurant, conducted by* Samuel A. Archer, is 
a popular place, and does a flourishing business. 

The traveling public are accommodated by two hotels, the 
Blackstone and Occidental. 

Other well-known business men of this place are White 
Brothers, general dealero in lumber, coal, lime, stone and paints. 
The firm consists of W. White, Circuit Clerk, and John White, 
Alderman from First Ward. George Grove, one of the most en¬ 
ergetic and enteiprising young business men. of Paxton, is gen¬ 
eral manager of P. Whitmer’s lumber yard. They keep a large 
assortment of all kinds of building material, doors, sash, blinds, 
stone, coal, etc., and do a flourishing business. Henry Pearsons 
is a contractor and builder, and has a thorough knowledge of his 
business, and has earned a reputation as a speedy workman. 

Charles C. Putt k Co., importers and breeders of Clydes¬ 
dale horses have on hand fourteen head of these celebrated 
stallions, purchased from the best breeders in Scotland. Fred¬ 
erick T. Putt, a member of this firm, i» one of the old settlers of 
this county, and at one time carried on an extensive farm a few 
miles southwest of Paxton. They also have a livery stable, and 
can supply teams and stylish turnouts at any time. They are a 
reliable and trustworthy firm. 

A. S. Hopkins k Co.’s large agricultural warehouse on the 
corner of State and Market streets is filled with a large assort¬ 
ment of agricultural implements, wagons, buggies, paints, oils, 
steam engines, thrashers, etc. They handle only first-class 
goods, ana do a successful business. 

Gust Sandburg, manufactures carriages, wagons, and does 
general blacksmithing, is a representative of the sturdy Swede 
element of this plaoe, and is well known for his mechanical 
abilities. Papineau’s carriage and wagon factory represents an 
important manufacturing industry of Paxton. 

N. Dahlgreen’s plow works are worthy of mention. 

B. F. Hill is the proprietor of the Paxton Flouring Mill, and 
also deals in coal and grain. He manufactures a fine brand of 
flour, and does a good business. 

Edwin Rice is a grain dealer, owning the large elevator which 
stands at the junction of the railroads. He is also associated 
with the Ford County Bank. 

The popular, auctioneer and stock salesman, Edward L. Gill, 
has few equals. He is widely known. 

George Dixon is the oldest barber in the place, and has no 
superior. He has a large custom. 

William R. Trickel is one of the oldest settlers of Ford 
County, coming here in 1886. He is a gunsmith, and resides in 
this city. 

The railroads centering here are the Dlinois .Central and Lake 
Erie k Western, and they have a union depot which is presided 
over by R. S. Hall and G. E. Abbott. Robert S. Hall, the 
Central agent, is a gentleman of winning manners and social dis¬ 
position, and one who has made many friends by strict attention 
to all business affaire, and the most polite service to the traveling 
public. ' He has been agent for many years. 

George E. Abbott, tne Lake Ene k Western agent, has for 
several years faithfully and acceptably performed the arduous 
duties of this responsible position, and earned the well-deserved 
record of being one of the most popular agents on the line of the 
road. 

Probably the most extensive hay pressere in the county are 
Crusen Bros. (George and Joseph). Their barns are located, in 
Paxton. They annually press and ship to the South and East 
about 8,000 tons of the beet tame hay. 

Nor roust we forget to mention T. M. King, one of the best 
Postmasters “ Uncle Sam ” ever employed. 

THK PAXTON BUILDING, LOAN AND 8AVING8 ASSOCIATION. 

The Paxton Building, Loan and Savings Association was or¬ 
ganised January 29, 1883, with a capital stock of 9600,000, 
divided into shares of $100 each. The object of the association 
is to afford its members a safe and profitable investment for their 
weekly savings ; to facilitate their acquiring homesteads and to 
secure to them the advantages usually expected from savings and 
co-operative institutions. The duration of the corporation is 
twenty-five years. The corporate powers are exercised by a 
Board of Directors. Its officers consist of President, Vice Presi¬ 
dent, Secretary and Treasurer. Each stockholder for each and 
every share of stock held by him, pays to the Secretary every 
Saturday, the weekly contribution of 12| cents on each snare he 
holds, until each share reaches a value of $100, when such 
stockholder is entitled to $100 for each share owned by him. No 
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member is entitled to more than fifty shares. Any member can 
withdraw at any time by giving due notice and be entitled to re¬ 
ceive the amount paid in by him, and such interest thereon or 
proportion of profits thereon as the Board of Directors shall pre¬ 
scribe, and not less than an amount equal to four per cent inter¬ 
est on the amount of dues paid in for the average time. The 
Directors of this association are Weaver White, Henry C. Hall, 
France L. Cook, Charles Bogardus, George Grove, Robert S. 
Hall, Charles M. Taylor, Henry Pearson, John M. Hanley. 
Officers \ C. Bogardus, President; C. M. Taylor, Vice President; 
O. B. Talley, Secretary; R. Blackstock, Treasurer ; F. L. Cook, 
Attorney. 

The Paxton Brick k Tile Company was organized and in¬ 
corporated April 1, 1882, with the following stockholders: Col. 
Charles Bogardus, A. M. Daggett, F. L. Cook, J. P. Middlecoff, 
of Paxton, and P. Whitmer, of Bloomington. J. P. Middlecoff is 
President; F. L. Cook, Secretary, and George Grove, Treasurer. 
These works are in a flourishing condition, doing a very extensive 
business. In the past two years, they have kept their machines 
running twenty-two hours out of the twenty-four during working 
months. They employ about thirty-two men, with a pay-roll of 
$300 a week. The factory is located on College Hill, within the 
corporate limits of Paxton, and on the highest point of land be¬ 
tween Chicago and Cairo. They have a deposit of fine clay 
reaching to a depth of sixteen feet below the surface. The qual¬ 
ity of this clay is not excelled for the purpose of the manufacture 
of brick. , 

The Paxton Flax Mill is owned and operated by the Cham¬ 
paign Twine and Bagging Factory of Champaign, Ill., which is an 
incorporated company with a capital stock of $100,000. The 
Directors are L. C. Garwood, Moses Jerome, I. S. Mahan, F. T. 
Walker, B. D. Harrison, P. W. Plank, H. C. Howard. H. C. 
Howard is President; John R. Trevett, Treasurer ; P. W. Plank, 
Secretary, and M. Jerome, General Manager and the founder of 
the business. The Paxton Mill is under the management of A. 
W. Jerome, and employs about fifteen bands the year round, with 
a pay-roll averaging $450 a month. They manufacture binder 
twine which finds a ready sale in this and adjoining States, and 
bagging, which is principally sold in the South, usea for covering 
cotton bales. Congress has been favorable to the importation of 
jute butts which seriously affects the business, and is detrimental 
to the interest of flax growers. This company has five different 
flax mills under operation—one at Rantoul, one at Hoopeston, one 
at Buckley, one at Cherokee, Iowa, and this one in Paxton. The 
amount of flax straw worked up varies from five to twelve hun¬ 
dred tons annually, which is bought from the farmers. 

COLLBGIATB AND NORMAL IN8TITUTB. 

The Collegiate Institute is Paxton’s special pride. It owes 
its origin, gradual growth and high standing to the liberality and 
intelligence of the citizens of. Paxton and vicinity. The first 
move made toward its establishment was to discard the public 
high school, and hold out inducements for the establishment of 
an academy. 

In the autumn of 1878, Rev. C. Thompson Kellogg opened a 
school in the buildings formally used by the Augustina College. 
At the beginning of the next year, the school was started by 
Charles M. Taylor, • the present Principal, and continued that 
year in the same buildings. Daring the summer of 1880, the 
corner-stone of the magnificent brick structure now occupied by 
the school was laid. This was due to the enterprise of the 
Principal and liberality of the community who contributed sev¬ 
eral hundred dollars toward taking out scholarships aiid tuition 
certificates to the amount of some $4,000. With this aid, 
improvements were made, and now the college is one of the 
finest buildings in Eastern Illinois. The school has incorpo¬ 
rated in its foundation, principles of economy and thoroughness, 
and has systematically worked toward the accomplishment of 
both. There is not perhaps a school in the country where ex¬ 
penses are as low, and the standard of scholarship is rivaled at 
very few places. The moral atmosphere is exceptionally good. 
No person is allowed to remain in the institution who does not 
devote himself to school work. While the discipline is in a sense 
most rigid, it is purely democratic. The Principal is not re¬ 
garded as a tyrant nor the Faculty a set of despots; neither do 
the pupils take delight in tormenting, or in getting ahead of their 
teachers. Pupils are received as ladies and gentlemen and when 
they show themselves not so, they are dismissed. Parents con¬ 
cerned in the harmonious development of their children’s physical, 
mental and moral condition cannot find a better plaoe. 

MUNICIPAL AFP AIRS. 

In connection with this sketch of Paxton, we add some items 
of interest taken from data furnished by George A. Hall, City 
Clerk, in regard to the municipal affaire. It would give us 
pleasure to present a complete list of city records, but as that 
would be too voluminous we are obliged to confine ourselves to a 
very brief abstract. 

The census of Ford County for the year 1860 reveals the fact 
that Paxton at that time had only 275 inhabitants. As yet the 
little village had no corporate existence, but in the spring of 
1861, as the records show, “ the citizens of Paxton convened, 
pursuant to notioe, in Patton’s Hall, for the purpose of electing 
five Trustees for said town.” At this election, which was held 
April 15, 1861, John P. Day, James G. Cloyes, L. H. Tabor, 
L. B. Farrar and Henry Barnhouse were elected Trustees of the 
village. 

At the first meeting of this board, John P. Day was elected 
President; R. S. Buckland, Clerk; and Frederick Cloyes, Treas¬ 
urer. At a meeting held May 1, Samuel L. Blain was appointed 


Street Supervisor; Howard Case, Assessor; John B. Buel\, 
Collector. 

May 8 was enacted the first ordinance ever adopted by the 
board, and it was in relation to “ Nuisances.” This was followed 
at the same meeting by one on “ Misdemeanors.” 

November 21, a resolution was passed authorizing the Tax 
Collector “ to take all money that is at par.” This was before 
the days of greenbacks and National bank bills, and the various 
kinds of paper money then in circulation were not all worth their 
face. 

April 24, 1868, the first license for a liquor saloon was 
granted, under regulations and restrictions already prescribed by 
ordinance, the license fee being fixed at $100 per year, payable 
in advanoe. 

October 9, 1863, James L. Canada was elected Police Magis¬ 
trate. 

April 12, 1865, the sum of $125 was voted to Francis Price, 
a civil engineer of Vermilion County, “ to aid him in publishing 
a map of the town of Paxton,” he to furnish the boaid, twenty- 
five sheet maps and two mounted maps. 

August 4, 1866, the first prohibitory liquor ordinance was 
passed. At this time there were saloons in the town operating 
under licenses previously obtained, and the board ordered that 
these be permitted to run until the expiration of the time for 
which their licenses were granted. From the time when this action 
was taken until the succeeding election, the saloon question at¬ 
tracted much attention and discussion, and became so prominent 
as an issue that the voters, at the next election were given an op¬ 
portunity to decide, by ballot, for or against granting saloon li¬ 
censes. 

At the first city election, held September 5,1872, John Bod- 
ley was elected Mayor ; James S. Wilson, Clerk ; L. B. Farrar, 
Attorney; W. Hoag, Treasurer; and William Harper, George 
Wright, Samuel L. Day, N. Dahlgroon, G. J. Shepardson and 
B. F. Mason, Aldermen. 

November 4, a saloon license was granted to A. Anderson, 
being the first issued under city organization. 

At a meeting held December lo was laid the foundation for 
the expenditure of several thousand dollars, that unfortunately 
proved a worthless investment. Mayor Bodley informed the 
Council that he was in receipt of a letter from a party in Chicago 
proposing to bore an artesian well in the city of Paxton if tne 
people so desired. This announcement brought out an enthusi¬ 
astic discussion, that was indulged in by spectators as well as Al¬ 
dermen. The minutes of this meeting record the fact that “ Mr. 
Dunlap, of Champaign, was present, and made some interesting 
remarks.” The gentleman referred to was Hon. M. L. Dunlap, 
father of our present County Clerk. His remarks were adverse 
to the project, advising the board that it was a hazardous vent¬ 
ure, basing his opinion upon the fact that Paxton was located 
on ground so high that flowing artesian water oould not be ob¬ 
tained, and cited numerous instances of failure in neighboring 
counties where the ground was much lower. At the meeting 
January 6, 1873, a petition was read praying the .Council to ap¬ 
propriate $8,500 “ for the purpose of boring or sinking an arte¬ 
sian well.” This petition was signed by 210 legal voters, which 
was a large majority of the voting population, there being at that 
time less than 300 voters in the city. The prayer of this petition 
was granted, and an ordinance passed providing for the issue of 
bonds for that amount and for that purpose. 

January 20, 1873, the artesian well question again came up, 
the finance oommittee reporting several proposals for sinking such 
a well, the highest bid being $8,000 in cash, and the lowest 
$7,000 in cash, or $7,400 in bonds, at 95 cents on the dollar, 
all being for boring to the depth of 1,600 feet. The bid of 
$7,400 in bonds at 95 cents was acoepted, and a contract ordered 
to be drawn up ready for signatures at the next meeting. 

February 4 was passed an ordinance providing for the issue 
of bonds known as funded debt bonds, to the amount of $1,500. 
These bonds were in sums of $500 each, bearing interest at 
ten per cent from March 1, 1873, two of them ($1,000) 
maturing March 1, 1874, and the remainder ($500) fhlling 
due March 1, 1875. These bonds were sold by the finanoe 
oommittee at a discount of five per cent., and the proceeds ap¬ 
plied to the redemption of the greater portion of the outstanding 
city orders. Of the bonds thus issued the first two ($1,000) were 
paid June 1,1874, ninety days after maturity, and the remaining 
bond for $500 was paid April 12, 1875, forty-two days after 
maturity. 

March 3, an ordinance was passed locating the well on Lot 
14, Block 14, south side of State street, between Market and Taft 
streets. 

October 20, a petition, signed by 200 legal votere, was sub¬ 
mitted, praying the Council to appropriate an additional sum of 
$7,000 in bonds for the purpose of continuing the work on the 
artesian well beyond the depth of 1,600 feet. This was granted 
by a unanimous vote, and an ordinance was passed embodying the 
action prayed for in the petition, and on the 19th of November 
the contract was let to Spangler, Mare k Co., and ratified Janu¬ 
ary 5, the contractors to accept city bonds at 95 cents on the 
dollar. 

June 21, $2,500 of bonds were issued to continue the work on 
the well. When the previous appropriation of $7,000 was made, 
it was estimated that this amount would carry the well to a depth 
of 2,500 feet, but now it was found to have been insufficient 

July 6, the board adopted a resolution suspending the work 
on the well “ until such time as the boring may be resumed,** 
and a settlement was then made with the contractors. The well 
was down to the depth of 2,473£ feet. In just two days after the 
passage of this resolution, a petition signed by 160 legal voters 
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was submitted to the council praying that work on the well be re¬ 
sumed on conditions therein named, one of which was that a part 
of the expense be paid by private subscriptions. This proposi¬ 
tion was laid over until an adjourned meeting held the next night, 
when it was voted to sink the well 200 feet deeper, for which the 
remaining $1,000 of bonds not yet expended was pledged (being 
a part of the previous $2,500 appropriated), provided the citizens 
should raise whatever balance was necessary to satisfy the con¬ 
tractors. This was done, and the additional 200 feet Completed, 
making a total depth of 2,673.] feet, and still no flowing water 
obtained. The project was then abandoned and has never been 
resumed. 

October 2, George N. Miller was appointed City Marshal in 
place of William Cramer, resigned. 

At the annual election held April 17, 1883, George J. Shep- 
ardson was elected Mayor; George A. Ilall, Clerk; J. R. Pat¬ 
rick, Attorney; Charles H. Langford, Treasurer; John M. Hall, 
Police Magistrate; John White, Alderman for the First Ward; 
A. S. Hopkins for the Second, and George Grove for the Third. 
At a meeting of the Council, April 24, an ordinance was passed 
consolidating the offices of City Marshal and Street Superintend¬ 
ent, und on the 30th of this month George N. Miller was ap¬ 
pointed under this ordinance to fulfill the duties of both offices. 
At the same meeting, an ordinance was passed providing for the 
appointment of a City Physician to advise and consult with the 
Hoard of Health, and on May 8 Dr. Elmer L. Kelso was ap¬ 
pointed to that office. 

The work on the artesian well was begun in March, 1878. 
The first 1,000 feet was completed in November, 1874, and the 
final depth of 2,073] feet was reached in August, 1875, nearly 
two years and a half from the time of commencement. The work 
however, was not actively progressing during all this time, as 
there wero numerous intervals of rest resulting from various 
causes. In payment of this work, city bonds to the amount of 
$18,000 were issued, in sums of $500 each, all bearing 10 per 
cent interest. On these bonds the city has already paid $14,- 
000.14 of interest, and there remains to bo paid, in yoarly in¬ 
stallments, up to 1890 inclusive, interest to the amount of $9,- 
100, making the sum of $23,220.14 of interest from 1873 to 
1890. To this amount odd $18,000 of principal, and $945.22 
of sundry incidental expenses, and the result is a grand total of 
$42 ,171.30, representing what the experiment will have cost 
when the last item of the debt is paid thirteen years hence. At 
the date of the final abandonment of the well, there were out¬ 
standing bonds to the full amouut of the appropriations, $18,000, 
of which $8,500 wero known as March bonds, and the remain¬ 
ing $9,500 as July bonds, indicating the months in which the 
principal and interest fell due. The principal of the March 
bonds began to mature March 1, 1879, and a portion of them 
each year thereafter up to 1883. In July, 1878, as already 
stated, the Council provided for refunding the March bonds into 
July bonds, at a lower rate of interest ana to run longer. The 
whole amount, however, was not refunded at that time, but only 
the amount falling due March 1, 1879, which was $1,500. The 
$1,500 due March 1, 1880, and the $1,500 due March 1, 1881, 
were not refunded, but were paid by general taxation. The re¬ 
maining March bonds, $4,000, were afterward refunded as they 
became due. The first three bonds, $1,500, were exchanged for 
bonds drawing 8 per cent interest, and the remaining $4,000 for 
0 per cent bonds. The first of the refunding bonds begin to 
fall due July 1, 1893, which is one year beyond the date when 
the lost of the original July bonds fall due. All the March 
bonds having been refunded, all the obligations now outstand¬ 
ing are July bonds, the first of which matures July 1, 1884, at 
which timo $1,000 of them will be due and payable, and a tax 
has been levied to meet it. After that date, bonds to the amount 
-of $1,000 mature each year until 1892, when $1,500 become 
due, being the lost of the 10 per cent bonds. In July, 
1893, the 8 per cent bonds will begin to mature in similar 
amounts, and lastly the 6 per cent bonds, a portion paya¬ 
ble each year, until the last one matures, July 1, 189G. Of 
the March bonds, a portion ($3,000) has been paid as already 
noted, which leaves $15,000 now outstanding, of which amount 
the original July bonds ($9,500) bear 10 per cent interest, while 
of the refunding bonds ($1,500 )are at 8 per cent and $4,000 at 
6 per cent, and hence the interest to be paid this year (1884) 
will be $1,310, but the annual interest thereafter, for several 
years, will decrease $100 each succeeding year; if the bonds be 
paid, $1,000 yearly, as they become due, from 1884 to 1896. 

The following is a list of the several townships composing the 
county of Ford, with the date of their organization, as a part of 
Ford County. 

When the county was organised in June, 1859, it was di¬ 
vided into three townships—Patton, Stockton and Drummer 
Grove—and out of theso three have been created the following,vis.: 


Roger*.organised September 14. 1863. 

Brcnton.organized March 17, 1864. 

Button.organized December 18, 1864. 

Dix.organized Sept ember 12. 1864. 

Well... .ovgnnized April 2, 1867. 

Hullivnnt.organized September 10, 1867. 

Lyman.orgnnized September 10, 1807. 

I'eneli Orchard.Scplrndwr 16, 1808. 

Dell*.orgnnized March 2. 1870. 

Muiia.organized March 2, 1870. 


PATTON TOWNSHIP. 

When this connty was a part of Vermilion, it was called 
Prairie City Township, which was organized from Middlefork 
Township February 10, 1850. This name was changed to Pat- 
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ton September 15, 1857, on account of there being another 
Prairie City Township in the State. In 1858, Drummer Grove 
Township was organized, or set off from Patton, and included all 
of the territory in this county lying west of Range 9 east, and 
in March, 1859, all of tho Pan Handle was organized from Pat¬ 
ton and called Stockton Township. Patton Township derived its 
name from Judge David Ii. Patton, its first Supervisor and 
th«* c County Judge of Ford County. 

In 1863, Button was set off from Patton, and in 1867 Wall 
was organized out of Patton Township. This is the largest 
township in the county, being six miles north and south, and ten 
miles east and west. 

The Middle Fork of the South Vermilion River enters the 
township in the northwest corner, and flows diagonally across it, 
passing out into Button near the southeast corner of the township. 
Along the line of this stream in this township is found about all 
of the timber there is in tho county. At Ten Mile Grove the 
earliest settlers first located. 

Two railroads cross this township—the Lake Erie & Western 
running east and west, and the Illinois Central north and south. 
The southwest part of the township is settled principally by 
Swedes. They nave a Lutheran Church on the east side of Sec¬ 
tion 30, which was constructed in 1872 by C. M. Johnson. 
The church property is valued at $3,500. This part of the 
township is familiarly known os Farmeraville. 

It is extremely difficult at this time to ascertain with any de¬ 
gree of certuinty who the first settler was or when he came, but 
among the earliest were John Cooder, who entered tho farm now 
owned by William J. Trickel; Joseph Coontz, who entered the 
farm now owned by Frank Meharry; David II. Patton, who set¬ 
tled on Section 14, in 1849; a Mr. Dunbar, who built tho house 
now owned by B. Q. Cherry, about 1850; Daniel C. Stoner, 
who entered the old homestead for his son, J. F. Stoner, in 1850; 
Daniel C. Stoner became a resident in 1851, and was the first 
Treasurer of Ford County. John Kitchen, William Hack- 

worth, E. Hagin, David Crandall, John Cook, - Edwards, 

-Granger, William Newlin, James Hock, J. D. Hall and 

son Henry C., R. R. Murdock, the Day family, William Blanch¬ 
ard, William and Stacy Daniels, the Stites family, J. P. Middle- 
coff and Dr. Carpenter. These families came before 1857. 
During 1858-59, Henry Barnhouse, William Perdue, Dr. L. B. 
Farrar, William Grayson, Frank Meharry, Edward L. Gill, 
William Goodrich, the Hanley family, Robert Blackstock, A. 
McElroy and a Mr. Tabor moved into the township. Remem¬ 
brance Clark moved into Patton in 1860. lie came from 
Maine. John B. Shaw and J. C. Dunham came in 1861. 
George Fuoss came out here from Ohio, and entered the school 
section. 

There arc many Swede settlors in Patton who came here 
about 1863 and later, and among the earliest may he mentioned 
C. M. Johnson, Peter Larson, Peter Hanson, John Nelson, 
C. F. Carlson, A. M. Hanson, E. Collins. N. P. Nelson, 
William Holmes, Ola Nelson, John Scogg, Gus Larsen. C. A. 
Ostram, Peter Peterson Andrew Nelson, J. P. Youngdahl, Swan 
Olson, Nels Olson, J. W. Swanson John Telandcr, C. W. Lind- 
strora, C. and J. P. Swanson, and Peter Lundburg. 

It is probable that William Trickel kept the first store in this 
township, if not in tho county. The store was located on Section 
18. A blacksmith shop was started at Ten Mile Grove by C. J. 
Buchner, who afterward moved to Paxton and built a shop near 
the railroad. 

The first school in this township was in a log house at Ten 
Mile Grove, and Judge Patton was the first teacher. A Miss 
Lewis came from La Fayette and taught the school after the 
Judge finished teaching. 

The following sketches are of some of the oldest settlers and 
business men of Patton Township: 

J. D. Hall was born in Ross County, Ohio, April 10, 1821. 
James Hall (deceased), father of J. D. Hall, was a native of 
Maryland, and died in Vinton County, Ohio, 1855. Mr. Hall 
emigrated from Ohio to Fountain County, Ind., June, 1839, 
and to Warren County, Ind., in 1843. He was married to Eliza 
Wieman in Fountain County, Ind., in 1841. She was a native 
of Virginia. In February, 1852, Mr. Hall emigrated to Ford 
County, then Vermilion County, whore he began to make im¬ 
provements on Section 33, his present homo, and where he has 
since resided. Mr. and Mrs. Hall have been blessed with four 
children, three of whom are now living. Mr. Hall built the 
first frame house north of the river, in what is now Ford County. 
The post office, when he first settled in this county, was eighteen 
miles from his farm, at Higginsville. Mr. Hall began the grain 
business with his son, Henry C. Hall, of Paxton, in 1865, but 
has now retired from active life. He has 285 acres of excellent 
land in Patton, which he entered thirty years ago. He was the 
second Sheriff of Ford County. 

David Patton was born in Clark County, Ky., in 1806. 
His father was a farmer. When quite young, he went- to 
Montgomery County, Ohio, then to Preble County, Ohio. He 
was ambitious to become a lawyer, and entered the law office of 
Oliver H. Smith, in Conncrsville, Ind. One of his fellow-stu¬ 
dents was Caleb B. Smith, who afterward was Secretary of the 
Interior. From Connersville, Mr. Patton went to La Fayette, 
Ind., and began the practice of law, where he remained about 
twenty years, and then moved to this township in 1849. Ho first 
located at Ten Mile Grove. He lived there until 1865 when he 
came to Paxton. This township was named after Judge Patton. 
He was the first teacher in this township and the first County 
Judge of the county. He held the office for fifteen years. He is 
now seventy-eight years old, and resides in Paxton, respected by 
all who know him. 
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THB DAT FAMILY. 

The Day family settled on Section 13. They comprised Sam¬ 
uel Day, the father, Peggy, the mother, and children—John P., 
Samuel, N. B. Day, anaCordelia, wife of James Hock. Samuel 
Day was a native of Kentucky. He died in 1858. lie married 
Peggy Purviance in 1821. She was also a native of Kentucky, 
and is still living with her daughter, Mrs. James Hock, at the 
ripe age of eighty-six years. They had nine children, only four 
now living. They came from Preble County, Ohio, to this State. 
Samuel came here in 1854. He has been twice married; first to 
Susanah Swisher, who died in 1858. lie married Miss Jennie 
Lyons for his second wife in 1861. Samuel Day was the first 
Circuit Clerk and Recorder of Ford County, John P. Day was 
bom in 1824. lie settled in Patton in 1857. In 1815, he mar¬ 
ried Malinda Swisher, a native of Southern Indiana. lie 
served as County Treasurer several terms. John P. and 
Samuel Day are in company, engaged in the real estate and 
loan business in Paxton. N. B. Day was born in Preble County, 
Ohio, and settled in Patton in 1854. The Day family first lived 
on the farm now owned by B. Q. Cherry. N. B. Day married 
Barbara, daughter of Daniel C. Stoner, an old pioneer of this 
county. Mr. Day is now living in Paxton, and is the present 
Supervisor of the township. 

Cordelia is the wife of Mr. James Hock, a resident of Pax¬ 
ton, and one of the oldest settlers of the town diip. They were 
married in 1858. Mr. Hock is a farmer and stock-raiscr, and 
came to what is now Ford County from Fountain County, Ind., in 
1852. 

The Day brothers are all men of much more than ordinary 
ability, as their success in life ami the number of positions of re¬ 
sponsibility and trust which they have all been called to fill, hear 
ample testimony. They have all succeeded well, ami have pleas¬ 
ant homes in Paxton, whoro they are known as among tho sub¬ 
stantial and reliable men of Ford County. 

THE HANLEY FAMILY. 

John Hanley was bom in Virginia in 1808. He was brought 
up a farmer. In 1829, he moved to Greene County, Ohio, where 
ho lived until 1855, principally engaged in stock-raising. He 
then camo to Patton Township and established a lumber yard and 
grain office on the west side of the Illinois Central Railroad. In 
1862, he bought a farm at 'Pen Mile Grove, now owned by his son, 
John M. Hanley, where he lived until 1883, when ho cainc to 
town, and is now living with his son, John M. Ilnnley. lie was 
married to Margaret Alexander, a native of Virginia, in 1828. 
They have had four children—Alexander H. Hanley, now living 
in Chicago; William A., who died in 1868 in Xenia, Ohio; 
Ella M., wife of Alexander McElroy, of Paxton, and John M., 
a leading hardware merchant in this city. The mother, Marga¬ 
ret, died at Ten Mile Grove in 1876. John M. Hanley was 
educated in Delaware College, Ohio, and was Principal of the 
Public Schools in Paxton for six years. 

TIIE STrTKS FAMILY. 

Benjamin Stites was born in Pennsylvania in 1805. In 1832, 
he settled in Cincinnati and followed nis trade of a mason, be¬ 
sides running a stone quarry. lie remained in Cincinnati until 
1837, when he moved to Vermilion County, Ill., and settled on a 
farm near Danville, until 1856. when he came to Paxton and set¬ 
tled on the homestead, where the family still reside. Benjamin 
Stites has been twice married. His first wife, a native of Butler 
County, Ohio, died in 1828. They had two children. James 
N. is living in New Orleans, La. For liis second wife he mar¬ 
ried Susan E. Stnart, of Hamilton, Butler Co., Ohio. This 
union was blessed by eight children, seven still living—Benjamin 
F., living in Hoopeston; Hannah S., wife of Elihu Swisher, of 
Danville, III.; Phebe A., wife of Robert Bonner, living in In¬ 
diana; Margaret E., wife of Jonathan Covalt, living in Oswego, 
Kan.; William H. and Samuel S., living in Paxton. 

Stacy Danieb was bom in Hamilton County, Ohio, in 1825. 
His father, Stacy Danieb, was a native of Pennsylvania, and 
came to Ohio in 1821. He died in 1825. He married Lattia 
Carnahan, a native of Pennsylvania. She died in Cincinnati in 
1877, at the age of eighty-one years. They had a family of four 
boys and two girb that lived to grow up; three others died in 
infancy. The subject of our sketch left Ohio in October, 1856, 
and settled in Prospect City in the spring of 1857. He built his 
house on the site now occupied by G. J. Shepunlson’s house, on 
College Hill. He was a mason by trade, and helped build most 
of tho buildings in Paxton. In 1859, ho went to California; came 
back in 1862, and enlisted in the Eighty-third Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, and was in the service until 1865. In 1866, he built 
his present residence. Mr. Danieb has been thrice married—first 
to Margaret Rush, in 1849. She was a native of Germany, and 
died in 1859. His second wife was Mary Williams, of Cincinnati, 
whom he married in July, 1865, and who died in 1867. His 
present wife was Miss Rebecca Kempton, a native of Hartford, 
Conn. They were married in June, 1868. Mr. Daniels has two 
children living—Emma,wife of Ed Field, of Elliott; and Albert, 
a young man living at home. Mr. Daniels is one of the oldest 
living settlers of Paxton. 

John M. Hall was horn in Washington County, N. Y., Octo¬ 
ber, 1810. He was brought up on a farm. In 1832, he came 
to Fountain County, Ind. He held various offices of trust, being 
at one time County Recorder. In 1860, he went to Kirksville, 
Mo., and engaged in the mercantile business for two years, when 
he came to Paxton in 1862, where he has since lived. In 1838, 
he married Miss Nancy Nichols, a native of Ohio. They have 
had three children, only one now living, viz., George A. Hall, 
who is Clerk of the City Council and a reporter for the Paxton 


Digitized by 












70 

Record. Mr. Hall was Supervisor of Patton Township for sev¬ 
eral yean, and has held the office of Police Magistrate for many 
years, being the present incumbent to that office. He is well 
liked, and enjoys the entire confidence of the people. 

John P. Middlecoffwas born in Wayne County, Ind., in 1838. 
His father, Daniel Middlecoff, was a native of Washington County, 
Md., born in 1800. He came to this township in 1861, and died 
in 1866. John P. came to Illinois in 1857, and settled in Lud¬ 
low, Champaign County, and engaged in the general‘mercantile 
business. He moved from there to his farm in 1862, where he 
remained until 1867, when he came to Paxton and engaged in 
the hardware business. He continued in this for several years. He 
was elected Supervisor of Patton Township several times, being 
chairman of the board. In 1872, he was elected a member of the 
Twenty-eighth General Assembly. He is now engaged in the 
manufacture of brick and tile, being President and General Man¬ 
ager ot the Paxton Brick and Tile Works. In 1863, he was 
married to Miss Mary Fox, of Cincinnati, Ohio. • They have had 
three children, one living. His mother is living with him in this 
city. 

A. Croft is from Clinton County, Ohio, and settled here in 
1877, owns a fine tract of 400 acres lying adjacent to the 
city on the west. The buildings and improvements on this farm 
are of the best. 

W. W. Blanchard owns a well-improved farm in Section 29, 
Range 10, about two and a half miles south of the city. Mr. 
Blanchard is a native of Windham County, Vt., and settled in 
this township in 1856. lie is at present living in town. 

A. L. Clark is an extensive land owner, owning at the pres¬ 
ent time about 900 acres of excellent land, most of it lying in 
the southwest part of Button Township. Mr. Clark is a native 
of New Hampshire, settling in this county in 1864. He makes 
his home in Paxton. 

C. M. Johnson, farmer, contractor and builder, is a native of 
Sweden. He came to the United States in 1846, and settled in 
the county in 1863. He lives on a good, rich farm, on Section 32. 

David Keep is a native of Butler County, Penn.; he settled on 
Section 28 in 1879 ; his farm of 106 acres is a fine piece of 
land. 

F. Meharry came to Patton Township from Montgomery 
County, Ind., in 1859. He bought a tract of land in Section 
10, where he has erected buildings and improvements equal to 
any in the county. 

William Trick cl came from Pickaway County, Ohio, in 
1836. Ho is a farmer and resides on Section 27. 

Peter Hanson is one of the large farmers of Patton. He 
came here from Sweden in 1863. He lives on Section 4, 
Range 10. 

William Grayson is a native of Engtand. He settled in this 
township in 1858. He has 160 acres of land one mile south of 
Paxton. lie is the present Assessor of the township. 

W. II. II. Ijams is a native of Ohio. He settled in this town¬ 
ship in 1870, on Section 10, where he has a well-improved farm 
of 160 acres, and a pleasant home. 

Robert Strong, a farmer, living on Section 21 ; is a native of 
Monroe County, Ind. lie settled in Patton in 1865. ‘ He lias a 
good farm of 160 acres. 

Petor Anderson is a native of Sweden. He came to this 
township in 1864, settling on Section 31. He is one of the 
active farmers of the township. 

Charles Leeper, farmer, is a native of Bedford County, Tenn., 
where he was born 1816. He came to this county in 1869. His 
son, G. W Leeper, owns a large farm in Wall Township, but re¬ 
sides in Paxton. 

Albert Keith is a native of Madison County, N. Y. He set¬ 
tled in this county in 1866. He was at onetime Mayor of Pax¬ 
ton, and now resides in a beautiful home in the city. He has a 
large farm in Dix Township. 

Another large and extensive farmer of Patton is William 
Perdue, a native of Chester County, Penn. He came here in 
1859. He owns about 700 acres of rich farming lands in Patton 
Township. He resides in Paxton. 

C. E. Henderson, who resides at Henderson Station, on the 
L. E. k W. Railroad; is a native of Loudoun, Va. He settled 
in this township in 1865. He has a beautiful home and a fine 
farm. 

One of the oldest settlers of Patton is John F. Stoner, son 
of Daniel C. Stoner. John F. came here in 1851 and settled on 
Section 9. He is a native of Indiana. His large farm is one 
of the best in the township. 

C. M. Taylor, Principal of Collegiate Institute, is a native of 
Vermillion County, Ind., and came to this county in 1878. 

J. B. Shaw, Cashier First National Bank ; a native of Graf¬ 
ton County, N. II.; came to this county in 1861. 

R. Blackstock, Cashier Ford County Bank; a native of Can¬ 
ada West; settled here in 1858. 

II. A. Kelso, physician, is a native of Marion County, Ind.; 
came here in 1864. 

S. M. Wylie, physician, is a native of Coles County, Ill.; 
settled here in 1869. 

J. Y. Campbell, physician ; settled here in 1866. 

Charles H. Langford, abstracts, is a native of St. Louis, Mo.; 
settled here in 1881. 

G. J. Sbephardson. Mayor, settled here in 1867. 

George Grove, lumber, etc.; a native of Pennsylvania ; came 
here in 1875. 

P. Hanson, druggist; a native of Denmark ; settled here in 

1865. 

O. A. Swanson, stock and loans; was bom in Sweden; came 
in 1865. 
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George W. Cruzen, farmer, a native of Harper’s Ferry, Va.; 
settled here in 1868. 

W. B. Travis, merchant, was born in Indiana County, Penn.; 
came here in 1868. 

Charles C. Putt, importer of horses; a native of Philadelphia, 
Penn.; settled here in 1875. 

W. M. Wilson, groceries, was bom in Monroe County, Ind.; 
settled hero in 1866. 

Harper k Co., dry goods, natives of Washington County, N. 
Y.; came in 1876. 

N. Younggreen, merchant, native of Sweden ; came in 1871. 

F. Telanaer, merchant; born in Sweden ; came in 1869. 

William R. Trickel, gunsmith ; a native of Knox County, 

Ind.; settled herein 1836. 

R. S. Hall, agent, I. C. R. R.; came here in 1876; native 
of Middlesex County, Conn. 

G. F. Sandburg, carriage maker; came here from Sweden in 
1868. 

Fi. L. Gill, auctioneer; native of Jefferson County, Va.; set¬ 
tled here in 1859. 

Henry Pearson, contractor; bora in Sweden ; came in 1867. 

White Brothers, lumber; natives of Washington County, 
Penn.; came in 1864. 

A. C. Thompson, banker; came in 1868; a native of Lu¬ 
zerne County, Penn. 

G. E. Abbott, agent L. E. k W. R. R.; a native of McLean 
County, Ill.; came here in 1878. 

G. W. Leeper, wind mills ; a native of Bureau County, Ill.; 
settled here in 1869. 

J. L. Larkin, restaurant; came from New York in 1880. 

George Schlosser, grocer, was bora in Pennsylvania, and set¬ 
tled here in 1862. 

A. S. Hopkins, agricultural implements; a native of Ononda¬ 
ga County, N. Y.; came here in 1869: 

Andrew Anderson, grocer; a native of Sweden; came here 
in 1864. 

L. H. Rodeen, grocer, is a native of Sweden ; came in 1867. 

R. Cruzen, hardware ; was born in Harper’s Ferry, Va., and 
came here in 1868. 

B. F. Hill, flouring mill; a native of Erie County, Penn.; 
settled here in 1863. 

George M. Dixon, barber ; born in Jefferson County, Ind.; 
came here 1866. 

D. D. Denman, builder; native of Montgomery County, Ind.; 
settled here in 1871. 

L. S. Holderman, farmer on Section 8; a native of Grundy 
County, Ill.; came here in 1883. 


DRUMMER TOWNSHIP. 

BY CIIA RLK3 II. Y BOM AN*. 

Drummer Grove Township was organized and set off from 
Patton Township September 14, 1858, and comprised all of what 
now composes the townships of Drummer, Dix, Sullivant and 
Peach Orchard, or all of Ford County lying west of Range 9 
east, and containing an area of 180 square miles. 

The township took its name from the little grove called 
Drummer Grove, which lies about a mile northwest of Gibson, 
and which was so called in honor of a noted hunting dog 
named Drummer, that became overheated in a deer chase 
and died and was buried in the grove. The only authentic his¬ 
tory that has been preserved in regard to the life and character 

of the dog is that he was not a “ yaller dog.” 

In 1864, there must have been some Congressional investiga¬ 
tion or something discovered derogatory to the character of the 
dog, for a petition signed by a majority of the voters of the town¬ 
ship was presented to the Board of Supervisors asking to have 
the name of the township changed to Dix, in honor of Gen. Dix, 
of New York, which was accordingly done, and the township 

was known by that name until 1869, when upon the requisite 

petition being presented to the Board of Supervisors the territory 
comprised in Towns 23 and south half of 24 north, Range 7 east, 
was set off from Dix and re-christened Drummer Grove, thus 
dividing the honors of the territory equally between Gen. Dix 
and the dog. 

In 1870, the name being found too long for practical conven¬ 
ience the word “grove ” was eliminated from the name by the 
Board of Supervisors. 

The first settler within the present limit of Drummer Town¬ 
ship was Andrew Jordan, who was a native of Kentucky, where 
he was born October 28, 1828, and came to Illinois when twenty- 
one years of age, with a horse, saddle and bridle and $15 m 
money. He went to work by the month on a farm in Cass 
County, where he remained for two years, and then came into 
this vicinity and bought a small farm near the timber in Chum- 
paign County. He lived there a year, then married Miss Aman¬ 
da Devore, and moved on the prairie, where he now lives, in the 
fall of 1851. He has added tract after tract of land to hi9 farm 
until now he owns 1,100 acres of excellent land, all lying in one 
body. When Mr. Jordan moved here. Ford County had not 
been organized. His only neighbors were wolves and deer, which 
were exceedingly neighborly in their visits. His nearest milling 
accommodations were Danville, Ill., or Covington, Ind.; the 
nearest blacksmith shop or place to get a plow sharpened was 
Mohoraet, twenty-four miles. 

About a year or so after he came here, the town of Pera, now 
Ludlow, was started, which was for many years his only market, 
a distance of seventeen miles. Corn was then worth 10 cents 
per bushel and land from $3 to $8 per acre. Mr. Jordan has 


improved all his lands, having them thoroughly tiled with tile of 
his own manufacture, he having established and is now operating 
on his farm one of the largest establishments for the manufacture 
of tile and brick in the county. 

The next settler of the township was William Bridges, who 
came in 1858 and settled on the farm recently owned by J. A. 
Rockwood, of «Gibson. During the same year, William Jordan, 
brother of Andrew Jordan, settled in an old house on Section 
13, afterward owned by Leonard Pierpont. Lindsoy Corbly 
came next and settled on Section 25, south of Andrew Jordan, on 
what is now known as the Weldon farm. 

In 1855, Dr. J. E. Davis settled at Drummer’s Grove, where 
he pursued fanning and the practice of bis profession for many 
years, taking an active part in all the affairs of the county. 

The next early settler, who still retains his residence in the 
township, was Samuel J. Le Fevere, who was born in Montgom¬ 
ery County, Ohio, April 16, 1841, and settled with his parents 
on the farm now owned by him, in the year 1856, being then 
only fifteen years of age. Ford County was not then organized, 
this territory being a part of Vermilion County and all callod 
Patton Township, with Prospect City, now Puxton, as the only 
voting place in it. In 1862, Mr. Le Fevere enlisted in the 
Seventy-sixth Illinois Infantry and served until wounded at the 
battle of Vicksburg in the charge on Fort Blakely, April 9,1865. 
His wound rendering him unfit for military service, he was hon¬ 
orably discharged, and returned to his farm again, where he re¬ 
mained until 1872, when he moved to Gibson and engaged in the 
lumber business. He has been almost continually in the discharge 
of some official trust since the organization of the township, hav¬ 
ing been School Treasurer four years, and Trustee six years ; 
member of the Village Board three years and President of the 
Board one year; Supervisor of the Township three and a half 
years, *nd Chairman of the County Board two years. 

In the same year, with Mr. Le Fevere’s family, J. H. 
Dungan came and settled on the farm still owned by him adjoin¬ 
ing Mr. Le Fevere on the south, and alike with his neighbors en¬ 
dured all the hardships incident to that new ami wild state of the 
country. He remained here improving his farm and pursuing 
the peaceful life of an industrious fanner, until he saw the thriv¬ 
ing town of Gibson springing up on the prairie near him, and 
then moved into town and engaged in the grain business, and 
has ever since been one of the most energetic business men of the 
town. 

Thomas Stephens came next and settled in the south part of 
the township, turning his attention principally to cattle-raising, 
accumulating by successive purchases a large tract of land on the 
Sangamon. He followed the business of stock-raising and farm¬ 
ing until too old and feeble to manage his large farm himself, 
when ho divided it among his children and settled down with 
them to spend the remainder of his days in a quiet, peaceful 
way, freed from the care and anxiety of any kind of business. 

Among other early settlers who followed in a short time were 
Asa Canterbury, Caleb McKccver, B. II. McClure and family, 
John Pagel, William Reighley, Thomas Holloway and Lewis 
Weekraan. 

The first school taught in the township was at the resilience 
of Dr. J. E. Davis, during the winter of 1863, taught by 
Miranda Holloway. In 1866, Drummer Grove Schoolhousc was 
built and a school taught there by Mary Ann George. Among 
other pioneer teachers of Drummer were Miss Arabella Davis, now 
wife of Wcavor White; A. Forbes Irwin, now Rev. A. F. Irwin, 
of Peoria, and Weaver White, Circuit Clerk. 

The soil of Drummer Township is the best in the county, 
though when surveyed by the Government a great proportion 
of it was returned as swamp land. Yet, by the system of drain¬ 
age which has been regularly and steadily followed during the 
past ten years, its value and productiveness cannot be excelled in 
the county. The Supervisors have been Andrew Jordan, 1861; 
William Snider, 1863; E. M. Blackford, 1865; Joshua E. Davis, 
1866; Joseph H. Kendall, 1867; Joseph E. Davis, 1868; Caleb 
McKecver, 1869; B. II. McClure, 1870; J. M. Sudduth, 1872; 
John II. Collier, 1873; S. J. Le Fevere, 1877; Charles II. Yeo¬ 
mans, 1881, and W. H. Simms, who is still in office. 

omsoN. 

Jonathan B. Lott was born at Graysville, Ohio, February 14, 
1840. He came to Illinois when only eight years old, and lo¬ 
cated with his parents at Danvers, McLean County. His father 
died when he was fourteen, and he ik rig the oldest son at home, 
took charge of the farm. When the war broke out, he enlisted in 
Company C, Thirty-third Illinois Infantry, and served three 
years; then re-enlisted as a veteran, remaining until the close of 
the war, "hen he was discharged on account of wounds. He 
was twice wounded at the battle of Spanish Fort, La. On his 
discharge from the army he returned to McLean County and en¬ 
tered Wesleyan University, where he remained one year. 

January 1, 1867, he was united in marriage with Margaret 
A. Gibson, and in 1869 purchased from Jesse Whitehead, of 
Chicago, the town site of Gibson, and in February, i860, built 
his house here. Mr. Lott, by his energy and personal influence, 
secured such changes in the surveys of the different railroads that 
brought about their junction at the present location of Gibson. 
In 1870, he secured the Gilman, Clinton k Springfield, now 
Springfield Branch of Illinois Central. The Lake Erie k West¬ 
ern was surveyed three miles south of this place, and the Chi¬ 
cago & Paducah, now Wabash, was projected and surveysl 
through Savbrook, hut Mr. Lott succeeded in getting them to 
pass through this town. 

Mr. Lott departed this life September 19, 1879. His wid«*w, 
a very estimable lady for whom the town was named, siill lives 
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in Gibson, and notes with pleasure the realization of her hus¬ 
band’s early hopes regarding the future prosperity of the 
town. 

Gibson owes its existence and prosperity to the untiring zeal 
and energy of J. B. Lott. The original town of Gibson was plat¬ 
ted and laid out by J. B. Lott, the proprietor, on November 1, 
1870, and was called Gibson in obedience to the Scriptural in¬ 
junction, “ Remember Lot's wife,” Mrs. Lott's maiden name be¬ 
ing Gibson. 

On making application for a post office of the same name, the 
department added the word “City ” on account of the similarity 
of tho name with Gilson, 111.; hence the name of the town os 
platted is Gibson, and the post office is Gibson City. * 

The first inhabitants of the town were J. B. Lott and wife, 
their dwelling being on the site now occupied by J. L. Saxton's 
residence. 

The first commercial business done in the town was com¬ 
menced by William Moyer December 1, 1870. He opened a grain 
office, which business ho followed for a number of years. Com¬ 
mencing with a very moderate capital, by attention to his business 
and the exercise of superior judgment and discretion in its man¬ 
agement, he accumulated a fortune, which has caused him to bo 
recognized as the wealthiest man in Gibson. 

Wilson Bros, next opened a general store in January, 1871, 
on the corner south of the Opera Ilall. Next came II. J. King 
in the same month, and in April following his partner, J. II. Col¬ 
lier, came also, and T. D. Spaulding. The firm of Ring & Collier 
opened a hardware store at Mr. Collier’s present stand, and Mr. 
Spaulding operated a lumber yard near the crossing of the rail¬ 
roads. About the same time came M. D. Worrell, J. F. Hicks, 
James Garbett, J. E. Lewis and others followed in such rapid suc¬ 
cession that to particularize would be very difficult. 

The first single lady who settled in Gibson was Miss Mary 
Thompson, a milliner. The first school in the town was taught 
by Miss Caroline Williams, now Mrs. Smith, and was taught in 
a public hall. 

The first preaching was conducted by Rev. Schlosser, of Pax¬ 
ton, in the Illinois Central depot. 

Mr. C. II. Yeomans was the first lawyer ; Dr. Anderson was 
the first physician; J. E. Cruzen was the first Postmaster, and 
M. T. Burwell the first banker. 

The first railroad through Gibson was the Gilman, Clinton & 
Springfield, now operated by the Illinois Central, which was built 
in 1871, and was followed the same year by the Lake Eric & 
Western, but no regular trains were run until the following spring. 
The Chicago & Paducah, now the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific, 
was built in 1874. 

The first church edifice was erected by the Methodist denom¬ 
ination, and was followed by the Cumberland Presbyterian, the 
First Presbyterian, United Brethren and Catholics. There are 
quite a number of colored people in Gibson, who have built a 
church called the African Methodist Church. 

The first wedding in the place was that of Bruce McCormick 
and Miss Hattie Gibson, a sister of Mrs. J. B. Lott. 

The first death was a jeweler named Angel, which occurred 
in 1872, who committed suicide by cutting his throat in the rear 
of the New York Store. 

The village was incorporated in 1872, with T. D. Spalding, 
J. II. Collier, S. J. Le Fevere, Bruce McCormick and W. T. 
Kerr, as Trustees. The business houses of Gibson consist of 1 
bank, 3 dry goods stores, 1 clothing store, 2 hardware stores, 6 
grocery and provision stores, 3 drug stores, 1 tile factory, 1 fence 
factory and feed mill, 2 hotels, several restaurants, 2 markets, 2 
harness shops, 2 newspapers, 1 elevator and the usual comple¬ 
ments of wagon, repair and blacksmith shops. 

In the year 1874, the school accommodations being entirely 
inadequate to the wants of the rapidly increasing population of 
the town, the thoroughgoing enterprise of the citizens was shown 
in the erection of what was and still is by far the finest public 
school building in the county. It is a two-story brick with a 
full story basement, 60x60, all finely furnished, and heated by 
furnace, with the most approved plan of ventilation. There are 
five departments in the building, with a capacity for accommodat¬ 
ing 300 pupils. The cost of this fine building was 912,000. 
In 1882, this becoming too crowded for effective work, another 
building, 40x60, was erected at a cost of $5,000, with a capacity 
for 100 scholars. Both of these handsome buildings are paid for, 
and no school bonds or city indebtedness exists to burden the 
people or hinder the prosperity of the town. 

January 29, 1883, the town was visited by a destructive fire, 
which swept away in the course of a few hours about $50,000 
worth of property, not more than one-fourth of which was covered 
by insurance. 

Here again the enterprising spirit of the citizens evinced 
itself, for in less than a month from the day of the fire, workmen 
were busy preparing the burnt district for rebuilding. In six 
months’ time there was erected twelve elegant brick stores 
(all two stories high except two), from 80 to 100 feet in length, 
all furnished with large plate glass fronts, as fine as are to be 
found in any city in the State outside of Chicago. The improve¬ 
ments made during those six months cost, in an aggregate, near¬ 
ly $80,000. Among them, and worthy of speenu mention, is 
Burwcll’s Opera Hall, on the second floor of the block erected by 
M. T. Burwell; is 50x100 feet, with eighteen feet ceiling, and a 
self-supporting truss roof, leaving no columns or central supports 
to mar its beauty or obstruct the view. The stage scenery is, 
probably, as elaborate and complete as is found in any city in the 
State, except Chicago, consisting of sixty-nine different pieces of 
scenery painted in the most elaborate style. The building—hall, 
stage and foot-lights—is lighted by gas. 


FORD COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 

The following are the brief mentions of some of the leading 
business men and prominent farmers of Drummer Township : 

Leonard Piorpont was born in Litchfield County, Conn., 
October 28, 1819. lie came to Illinois in 1858, and settled in 
this township. He was a good farmer, an honest and industrious 
citizen and Treasurer of Ford County for four years. He died 
in April, 1874, leaving a large family, part of whom still resido 
at the old homestead. Three of his sons were killed in the war. 

William H. Guthrio was born in Armstrong County, Penn., 
in 1832. He settled in Drummer Township in 1865. He has 
purchased from time to time until he now has a fine farm of 960 
acres. He was married in 1868 to Miss Jennie Stewart. They 
have five children. 

James B. Foley is a native of Adams County, Ohio, where he 
was bom in 1847, and came to Putnam County, Ill., with his 
parents when three years old. He lived there twenty-four years ; 
then settled in this township on Section 20. He was married to 
Miss Olive L. Skeel December 24, 1874. They have two chil¬ 
dren. 

There is no place in the southern part of Drummer that sur¬ 
passes the fine home of Joseph T. Roberts, on Section 35. Ho 
is a native of Tazewell County, Ill., and was married in 1857 to 
Mary C. Bosserman, a native of De Witt County, Ill. They 
have been blessed with a furaily of twelve children. 

Nathan L. Skeel was born in Putnam County, Ill., August 19, 
1848. He lived there until about twenty-four years of age, as¬ 
sisting his father on a farm, when he settled in this township and 
has made for himself a comfortable home. In 1873, he married 
Mary Wallace. 

Willard Proctor was born in Rutland, Vt., in 1827, where he 
lived for about twenty-five years, then moved to Illinois. In 
August, 1862, he enlisted in tho One Hundred and Fourth Illi¬ 
nois Regiment, and served in the war until its close. He was 
married, March, 1847, to Miss Sarah A. Hewitt, a native of 
Rutland, Vt. 

Albert Gilmore was bom in Harrison County, Ohio in 1841. 
In 1861, he came hero and bought 1.600 acres of land. He now 
owns 960 acros of fine farming land, all under cultivation. In 
1880, he married Miss Elizabeth A. Boundy, of Peoria County, 
Ill. She was bom in 1858. They have two children. 

Robert A McClure was born in McLean County in 1843. 
He lived there until 1867, whon he came to this township and 
settled at the placo he now lives on. In 1862, he enlisted in the 
Ninety fourth Illinois Regiment, and was in the service until the 
close of the war, when he was honorably discharged and returned 
home. He was married in 1865 to Miss Ann McLaughlin. 

Austin Crabbs, merchant in Gibson, was bora in Richland 
County, Ohio, January 8, 1838. His father, David Crabbs, was 
a native of Pennsylvania, and removed to Indiana in 1852, where 
he departed this life in August, 1854. Mr. Crabbs came to Illi¬ 
nois in 1873, and located at Gibson, where he has since resided. 
He engaged in tho mercantile trade, which he has since followed 
with the exception of one year. Mr. Crabbs served in the late 
war for three years, being Captain of Company C, Forty-sevonth 
Indiana Volunteers. He has recently erected two handsome 
buildings in the “ Center Block,” where he has a large stock of 
dry goods, groceries, etc. He was married to Miss Catharine 
Yeiter in Decatur County, Ind., March 3, 1864. She is a 
native of Ohio. This union has resulted in a family of eight 
children, all living. Mr. Crabbs has been at all times indentified 
with the general business interests of Gibson, and is universally re¬ 
spected by all who know him. 


ROGERS TOWNSHIP. 

Rogers Township is the extreme north township of the 
county, bounded on the north by Kankakee County, on the east 
by Iroquois County, on the south by Mona Township and on the 
west by Livingston County. 

It derived its name from Jeremy W. Rogers, its first Super¬ 
visor. This township was originally called Grant, and when 
organized comprised the present townships of Mona and Rogers. 

A petition from the citizens of Grant to the Board of Super¬ 
visors to change the name to Rogers was granted in the spring 
of 1864. 

This is considered the beet township in the county, with at 
least 75 per cent of the area, suitable and adapted to farming 
purposes, that can be made to produce excellent crops. 

It is peopled with industrious, enterprising and progressive 
farmers, showing many well-improved farms. 

Among the early settlers were Jeremy W. Rogers, William 
Atherton, Jared Williams, James Clayton, Henry Clayton, John 
Clayton, William Clayton, Mary Clayton, James Taylor, Edward 
Clayton, Samuel Clayton, Peter Taylor, David Rogers, A. Sad- 
. ler, Peter Minich, Abraham Cook, D. and S. Burroughs, Will¬ 
iam Bouk, N. Wagner, Samuel C. Farley, Charles Shumachcr, 
Wright Kemp, George Hargreaves, Jacob Hare, J. C. Ehlridge, 
E. Quayle, D. F. Brenisa, D. B. Case and J. Broad bent. 

The first church built in the township was the Catholic 
Church in Cabery. 

The next church was built at Eldridgeville by the Methodists. 

In 1873, the Germans erected a chapel on Henry Clayton’s 
land, called “ The Church of God.” J. M. Castle was the first 
German preacher. 

The first post office was at Eldridgeville, with John Eldridge 
as Postmaster, although at an early date the farmers took turns 
in bringing the mail from Dwight, which was left at Jared Will¬ 
iams’ house. 

The first schoolhouse was built on the farm now owned by 
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George Riggs, and Miss Laura Cook (now Mrs. Charles Bouk) 
was the first teacher. 

Cabery is the principal village of Rogers Township, situated 
on the Middle Division of the Illinois Central or Kankakee k 
South Western Railroad. It lies on the county line, the largest 
half in Rogers Township, which was first laid out. It was in¬ 
corporated as a village in the fall of 1881, and contains stores of 
various kinds, one hotel, two elevators, two liveries, two brick and 
tile factories, two lumber yards, a flax mill, a steam mill for 
grinding corn and feed, and a newspaper called the Cabery Kn- 
quircr % edited and published by B. C. Burroughs. There is a 
good public hall and one Masonic Hall. The Masonic society 
numbers over forty members. There is but one church building, 
the Catholic. The Methodists linve organized a society, having 
at present no church, holding services in the public hull. The 
place is a wide-awake, go-ahead one, containing a class of good 
citizens, who heartily unite upon any enterprise or improvement 
for the public good 

The Supervisors of the township have been Jeremy W. Rog¬ 
ers, 1864; John C. Eldridge, 1866; l). B. Case, 1867; Edward 
Clayton, 1868; Thomas Winstanlcy, 1872; Samuel Clayton, 
1873; James Ogilvie, 1876; W. B. Sargeant, 1881 ; re-elected 
1882 and 1883, still in office. 

The following is a brief mention of old settlers and some of 
the prominent and leading citizens of Rogers Township. 

Peter Taylor, a native of Morgan County, Ohio, came to 
Rogers Township in 1865, settling on Section 85. He now owns 
640 acres of fine land in this township, where ho has erected 
splendid buildings and made durable and permanent improve¬ 
ments. 

Frank M. Cook was bom in Elkhart County, Ind. Ho came 
to this township in 1864. He has a fine farm and a beautiful 
homo one mile from Cabery. 

James Ogilvie is a native of Licking County, Ohio, coming 
to this township in 1866; he settled on Section 22. His farm of 
320 acres, with buildings and improvements, is among the best. 

Samuel Clayton is a native of England. He came to Rogers 
Township in 1865, settling on Section 33. He has an excellent 
farm of 280 acres, with buildings and improvements suitable and 
adapted to the day and age. 

James Clayton was born in Cheshire, England. He came to 
this country in 1849, and to Rogers Township in 1868. He has 
a fine farm of 160 acres in Section 31. He laid out that part of 
the village of Kempton,called “Clayton’s Addition.” He is a 
public-spirited man and much respected. 

David Huntley is a native of New York. He came to this 
township in 1859. lie has a farm of 240 acres in Ford County, 
and eighty acres, the home place, just over the line in Livingston 
County. His home is a pleasant one, with a wife and six chil¬ 
dren—three boys and three girls—whose names all begin with the 
same letters, “A. E. II.” 

George Hargreaves was bom in England, coming to America 
in 1854; he first settled in Kendall County, 111. In 1867, he 
moved to this township, settling on Section 36. He owns 320 
acres of land with good improvements, and may be classed among 
tbe enterprising farmers of Ford County. 

W. B. Sargeant is a native of England. He came to Cabery 
in 1865, and is now one of its live business men, being engaged 
in the hardware business. He is the present Supervisor of tho 
township, having held the office since 1881. 

James F. Wright was bora in St. Lawrence County, N. 
Y., in 1840. He came to Cabery in 1876 and engaged in the 
lumber business. As a contractor and builder, he nas erected 
most of the fine residences and buildings in this part of the town¬ 
ship. 

Andrew Stuart,fanner, a native of Canada, settled in Grundy 
County, Ill., in 1843. He enlisted in the One Hundred and 
Twenty-ninth Illinois Volunteers in 1862, remaining in the field 
until the war was over. Shortly after returning home, he moved 
to this township, where he has since resided. 

Joshua Henthorn came to this county from England in 1856. 
He settled on Section 28, Rogers Township. He has 160 acres of 
good land, which he purchased of the Illinois Central Railroad 
Company. 

Frank McLaughlin was bom in Grundy County in 1858. 
He came to this township in 1880. He married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Henry Clayton, in 1874, and is at present living on 
Mr. Clayton’s farm, on Section 26. He is a young man, and 
without doubt his life will be a useful one. 

Frank Stuart, son of Andrew Stuart, was bora in Livings¬ 
ton County in 1856. He married Alice, a daughter of Henry 
Clayton, and now lives on the D. B. Case farm. Still a young 
man, he undoubtedly has many years before him, which, we 
may safely predict, will not be spent in vain. 

John and Alfred Clayton, sons of Henry Clayton, a retired 
farmer now living in Kankakee, were born in Chester County, 
Penn. John came to this township in 1865 and Alfred in 1868 
They both have beautiful homes on Section 25,and from their pres¬ 
ent standpoint in life their future looks as auspicious as the most 
hopeful could wish for. 

Charles Curd was bora in the county of Kent, England. He 
came to America in 1846, and to Section 20, this township, in 
1876. He has a well-improved farm of 160 acres, and is one of 
the solid farmers of Rogers Township. 

William Naas, a native of Germany, came to this township 
in 1870. He has a good farm of 160 acres on Section 29. 

In 1865, Mrs. Priscilla Taylor, widow of James Taylor, de¬ 
ceased, together with Samuel and Edward Clayton, Peter Taylor 
and others, came from Ohio to Rogers Township. Mrs. Taylor 
with her children now reside on Section 35. They have a fine 
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home, which is situated on a high deration of land, commanding 
an extensire view of the surrounding country. 

Mrs. Elisabeth Clayton, widow of William Clayton, an early 
settler, came to Rogers Township from Noble County, Ohio. 
Mrs. Clayton lives in the beautiful home on their farm on Sec- 
tion 27. 


BRENTON TOWNSHIP. 

This township was at one time a part of Stockton Township, 
the latter being organised when Fora was a part of Vermilion 
County, and at that time comprised the present townships of 
Rogers, Mona, Pella, Bren ton and Lyman. 

The name of Stockton was changed to Brenton March 7, 
1864, and embraced the townships of Lyman, Brenton and Pella. 
As the country became more thickly settled, Lyman and Pella 
were set off, leaving the present township of Brenton, which com¬ 
prises thirty-six sections of land. 

In 1856, John R. Lewis, Mark Parsons and S. Standish 
were the first permanent settlers of the township. Mr. Lewis 
built the first house in the township, which is still standing on 
the northwest corner of Section 22. In the fall of 1856, reter 
Van Antwerp, Qeorge Binford, W. T. Reed, John E. Davis, T. 
W. Pope, Frederick Chambers, the Jeffreys and A. J. Bartlett 
came. In 1857, came the Cross and McKinney families, Ira Z. 
Condon, W. W. Wicks, Aaron Schofield and Conrad Volp. In 
1858, Joseph Davis, L. T. Bishop, Thomas Hahn, Jacob Titus, 
Merritt Free, Peter Rouse and Benjamin Hobbis sottled here. 
In 1860 came William L. Conrow, M. P. Sherwood, James Free, 
T. Jones; and in 1863, Jacob Lippincott, W. S. Thompson, 
Henry Patterson, Robert Wilson, D. E. Middleton and Joseph 
Carpenter. 

The settlers of the township were nearly all Eastern men. 

The first birth in Brenton was Hattie B., daughter of 
A. J. Bartlett, on the 14th day of June, 1857. The second 
birth was a son of John R. Lewis, August 4; and, August 26, 
Mark Parsons was blessed with a son. 

The first death was Capt. Mack, who, with his young wife, 
came to Illinois from the East in search of a better climate for 
his health, but, growing worse instead of better, he sold out his 
property to W. W. Wicks and started for his Eastern home. He 
got as far as Onarga, where he died and was buried. The first 
marriage in the new settlement was in 1859, between Charles 
Phelps and Miss Mary A. Davis. 

The first school was started by John R. Lewis, and taught by 
Miss Annie E. Hobbis, of Onarga, who remained a teacher for a 
number of years. 

The first election after Brenton was organised was held at 
District Schoolhouse No. 1 (the Wagner School). 

There were regular religious meetings held at settlers’ houses 
every Sunday, being conducted principally by A. McKinney, 
Robert Hall and Henry Atwood. 

The following are the names of those who went from the Pan 
Handle to the late war and returned safely: 

A. S. Bavouse, Fred Foot, Henry Phelps, R. A. Pope, 
Robert Ferris, Jacob Brown, Ed Kent, Mr. Stoneback, James 
Feeley, H. Eccleston, D. Kingsley, Morris Burt, John Haven, 
Ed Haven, Albert Holmes, B. Lyman. 

Killed or missing, Thomas Hahn and Joseph Law. 

The list of Supervisors of Brenton: George B. Winter,. 
1861; Mark Parsons, 1862; Goorge B. Winter, 1865; John 
R. Lewis, 1866; Saul C. Burt, 1867 ; Lucius T. Bishop, 1868; 
William L. Conrow, 1871; M. M. Pulver, 1872; Hugh P. 
Beach, 1878; N. M. Ward, 1874; John A. Montelius, 1875; 
Joseph Burger, 1876; John S. McElhiney, 1880 ; Joseph Bur¬ 
ger, 1881, and the present incumbent. 

The first schoolhouse built was the Wagner Schoolhouse, in 
the southeast quarter of Section 28. There are now nine school 
buildings in the township, and one in the village of Piper City, 
employing four teachers, with an average* attendance of 200 
scholars. 

The railroad through this township was built in 1857, first 
called the Eastern Extension of the Peoria k Oquawks Railroad, 
afterward the Logansport, Peoria k Burlington, tnen shortly after 
changed to the Toledo, Peoria k Warsaw, and now the Wabash, 
St. Louis & Pacific Railroad. It runs in an east and west direc¬ 
tion across the north tier of sections of this township. 

PIPER CITY. 

Piper City is the principal village in the Pan Handle, and the 
third village in population in Ford County. It was laid out in Sec¬ 
tion 4, Brenton Township, by H. J. Howe, County Surveyor, for 
Dr. William A. Piper, of Philadelphia, Penn., and Samuel Cross, 
of Chicago, in 1867, and contains about 750 inhabitants. The 
village lies on both sides of the Wabash Railroad. It has a fine 
school building, four ohurches, one hotel, two newspapers—the 
Advertiter and Advocate —a bank, four general stores, two hard¬ 
ware stores, one lumber yard, three elevators, one creamery, one 
livery stable, one agricultural warehouse, two drug stores, two 
wagon and three blacksmith shops, and many other minor indus¬ 
tries incidental to a thriving, prosperous village. 

John Allen and W. C. Jones opened the first store in the new 
village in the summer of 1867. Mr. Jones still continues in the 
business. 

Soon after Dr. Piper and J. A. Montelius opened a general 
store. The post office was established in John K. Lewis’ house, 
and he was appointed first Postmaster. The first station agent 
was John Allen. The station was then called New Brenton. 
The United Presbyterian Church was built in 1869. The next 
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one erected was the Presbyterian in 1872. The Catholic Church 
was built in 1880, and the Methodist in 1881. 

Mrs. McElhiney taught the first school in Piper City in the 
building now oocupied as an office by Montelius & Bro. 

The Piper City Dairy Association was incorporated in 1881, 
with Joseph Burger, President; J. A. Montelius, Secretary and 
Treasurer; E. H. Brooks, Manager; and Joseph Burger, J. A. 
Montelius, E. H. Brooks, John McKinney, Columbus Jennings, 
John Clark and B. F. Church, Directors. This creamery is 
located 6n the east side of the village, and the butter manufact¬ 
ured is about twenty tons per year, which is mostly sold in 
New Orleans at a price varying from 20 to 85 cents a 
pound. Their water supply is from an artesian well, which is 
constantly running. They use horse-power to do the churning. 
In summer, they churn four times a day, in winter about eight 
times a week. They go around among the farmers collecting the 
cream, which isplaced in large cans holding about twenty-five 
gallons each. They have about 1,000 of these cans scattered 
through their milk distriet. 

The following are sketches of some of the early settlers and 
business men of Brenton Township: 

John R. Lewis was born in Herkimer County, N. Y., June 
6, 1828, where he lived until April 16, 1850. He spent his 
childhood years upon a farm and attending school. One of his 
schoolmates was the Hon. A. H. Prescott, now Judge of Her r 
kimer County, N. Y. Mr. Lewis taught school several winters, 
and then came West in 1856, and settled in this township, being 
the first permanent settler. Mark Parsons came one day later. 
Mr. Lewis has been one of' the most active and enterprising men 
in this county ; he practically sold most of- the lands in Brenton 
and Pella Townships as agent for the Illinois Central Railroad 
lands. He was the first Justioe of the Peace, first Police Mag¬ 
istrate, third Supervisor and first Postmaster of Piper City. He 
has seen the ups and downs of life, and is still foil of vim and 
energy, and is much respected and liked wherever known. 

The second permanent settler of Brenton was Mark Parsons, 
who was born in Bennington, Vt., May 18, 1828, where he lived 
until seventeen years of age, working on a farm in the summer, 
and attending school during the winter. When about Iwenty- 
three years old, he married Miss Jane E. Crossett, and with his 
young wife, moved to Will County, Ill. In 1856, he came to 
Ford County and settled in this township. He built his house 
on the southwest quarter of Section 84. Mr. Parsons has held 
many positions of trust in this county, and is looked upon as an 
honorable man and prominent citisen. He is now living in 
Piper City. 

Archibald McKinney was born in Ireland May 2, 1802, 
where he lived until 1848, when he emigrated to America and 
settled in Philadelphia. He worked in a factory there for ten 
years. In 1858, he came to Ford County, settling on Section 20 
of this township. Mr. McKinney was married in 1882. He 
has four children living, vis.: John, in hardware and lumber 
business in Piper City; Joseph, in the same business in Kemp- 
ton, and two daughters, Rachael and Margaret. Seven children 
are deceased. Mr. McKinney has done much good for the peo¬ 
ple of Brenton. He was an active worker in building the 
churches in this township and organising the different societies. 
This pioneer is now over eighty years old, having accomplished 
a life work that is an honor to his name, and justly entitled to 
the respect of all. 

John McKinney, son of Archibald McKinney, was born in 
Ireland in 1888. He came to this country with his parents in 
1848. Mr. McKinney learned the carpenter's trade, and worked 
at it for many years. When Piper City was started, he moved from 
his home in Brenton Township and went into the lumber business, 
and in course of time started a hardware store, which he is now 
conducting with good sucoess. The subject of our sketch has a 
pleasant home in the village, is an active member of the Meth¬ 
odist Church, a man of large and comprehensive views, alive to 
every work and enterprise that promotes the interest or improve¬ 
ment of his town. 

William Carpenter was born in Rhode Island February 22, 
1811, where he lived continuously for fifteen years; then moved 
to Herkimer County, N. Y. Here he lived until 1867; then 
moved to Ford County, and settled in Brenton Township, on his 
present form south of Piper City. In 1888, he married Ann 
Elisa Randall, a,native of Rhode Island. They have six chil¬ 
dren. He now lives in an excellent home in the village, and is 
mach respected by all. 

Abner McLaughlin came to this township in 1861, and set¬ 
tled on Section 5. In 1865, he was united in marriage to Miss 
Margaret McKinney, daughter of Archibald McKinney, an old 
settler of this township. Mr. McLaughlin used to teach school 
in winter and work on his farni in the summer. He has been 
School Treasurer for many years, and always takes an active in¬ 
terest in all public enterprises. 

Samuel D. Culbertson, physician and surgeon, was born in 
Cumberland County, Penn., September 5, 1889. Here he lived 
for twelve years, attending school and helping on a form. When 
eighteen years old, he began teaching school, and taught until 
the war broke out, when he joined the army. After the war, he 
began the study of medicine, and in 1866 graduated from the 
Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia. He came to Piper 
City in 1867*-und began the practice of his chosen profession, in 
which he has met .with success. He has one of the finest resi¬ 
dences in the village; is also engaged in the drug business. Dr. 
Culbertson was married in 1866 to Miss Clara Kate Culver. 
They have four children living. The Doctor is a wide-awake, 
pushing man, a great help to the village of Piper City, and an 
honored and respected citisen of the county. 


Joseph Barger, farmer, and Supervisor of Brenton, was born 
in Baden, Germany. He came to this county in 1868, settling 
on Section 2, this township. He now owns a good farm of 280 
acres in this township; he is considered one of the best formers 
of the county. In 1876, he was elected Supervisor of Brenton 
Township, which office he still continues to fill with satisfaction 
to all. 

John C. Culver was born in Cumberland County, Penn., in 
May, 1848. In 1865, he went to Cincinnati, thence to Leav¬ 
enworth, Kan., and to the Indian Territory, riding pony express 
from Fort Wallis to Denver; then was Government scoot through 
Southern Kansas, Indian Territory and New Mexico. He served 
under William F. Cody (“ Buffalo Bill ”), he being .chief scout. 
After being there several years, he came back and settled in 
Piper City, and went into the drug business. In 1880. he sold 
out and engaged in the grain business in this village. Mr. Cul¬ 
ver was Coroner of Ford County for two years. In 1872, he 
married Clara D. Fairley, of Lyman Township. They have two 
children. 

James P. McDanel, the efficient Town Clerk of Brenton, was 
born in Butler County, Ohio, where he lived until ten years old; 
then came with his parents to Illinois. In 1862, he married 
Miss Kate Huddleson, of Randolph County, III. Whenhecame 
to Piper City, he engaged in the hardware and furniture busi¬ 
ness. He soon sold out, and began forming and teaching. He 
has been Town Clerk for many years, and enjoys the entire con¬ 
fidence of the people. 

Henry Allnutt, publisher and proprietor of the Piper City 
Advertieer , is a native of England. He came to Ford County, 
and located on a farm in Pella Township in 1869. In 1878, he 
moved to town, and soon after started the Advcrtieer , which he 
still continues to publish. He married Adda, daughter of Joseph 
Carpenter. 

Ephraim H. Brooks was born in Steuben County, N. Y. f in 
1837, where he lived for eleven years; then moved to Livingston 
County, N. Y., where he attended school and helped in his 
father s store until 1857, when he came to Woodford County, Ill. 
In the spring of 1861, settled in Brenton Township, Section 6, 
and began farming. Six years ago he came to Piper City, and 
began work in the creamery, of which he is now the manager. 
He was married to Miss Elisabeth Russell in 1868. They have 
four children. 

Conrad Rohrbach is a native of Germany, where he 
was born February 27, 1321. He lived there until thirteen 
years old, then came to this country and settled iu Tasewell 
County, Ill., where he remained for about fifteen years. In 1859, 
he located on Section 26, Brenton Township. In 1843, he mar¬ 
ried Annie May Dingledine. They have been blessed with three 
children. Mr. R. now resides in Pij»er City, but owns one-half 
section of land in Brenton Township. 

James McBride, former, was born in Ireland in 1842; soon 
after, he came with his parents to Belmont County, Ohio, where 
he lived until the breaking-out of the war, when he enlisted and 
served until its close. He was honorably discharged at Washing¬ 
ton, D. C., and returned to the peaceful pursuits of a former s 
life. In the spring of 1869, he came to Ford County, and set¬ 
tled where he now lives, on Section 31, on a fine farm of 400 
acres. In 1869, he married Mias Clara Strank. They have 
three children. 

Michael Cross was born in England in 1830. He remained 
there for twenty-four years, working at the blacksmith trade. In 
1854, he came to America, and two years later settled in this 
township. Mr. Cross now resides on Section 18. He was mar¬ 
ried in 1867 to Catharine Mitchinson, and six children have been 
born to them. 

William Corey, stock-raiser and former, was born in Wash 
ington County, R. I., in 1824. He came to La Salle County in 
1865, and to Brenton Township in 1867, and settled on the north¬ 
west quarter of Section 17, where he has a pleasant home and a 
a fine form. In 1859, he married Miss Ruth Wilcox, and five 
children have been born to them. 

Thomas Cue is a native of England, where he was born Au¬ 
gust 12, 1836. In 1858, he oame to America^ and settled in 
Woodford County, Ill. He lived there till 1870, when he came 
and settled in Brenton Township. In 1871* he was united in 
marriage with Victoria Airowsmith, and three children have been 
born to them. 

John C. Steen, former on Section 15, was born in Adams 
County, Ohio, in 1887. In 1863, he moved to La Salle County, 
Ill., where he remained several years; then moved to Chatsworth, 
and in 1878 came to his present home in Brenton Township. In 
1868, he was married to Alice E. Moore, and four children have 
been born to them, two of whom are living. 

John Goodman was born in Huntingtonshire, England, July, 
1818. He oame to this country in 1852, and settled in Erie 
County, Ohio; after living there four years, he moved to Ford 
County, Ill., and settled on Section 30. He lived there until a 
few years since, when he gave up farming and moved into the 
village of Piper City. In 1852, he married Sarah Bellamy, of 
England. They have four children. 


BUTTON TOWNSHIP. 

Button Township is bounded on the north by Iroquois 
County; on the east by Vermilion County; on the soutn by 
* ' "" It 


County, and on the west by Patton Township, 
is situated in the extreme southeast corner of the county, lying 
in three different ranges and two different meridians, ft is six 
miles north to south, and varying from five to six miles east and 
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west. This township is favorably located; settled with thrifty, 
industrious people, they are mostly well-to-do fanners, with im¬ 
provements and buildings suitable and adapted to the day and 
age. This township was set off from Patton and organised in 
December, 1864, and derived its name from James Porter But¬ 
ton, its first Supervisor. 

Among the early settlers of Button Township were Edward 
Pyles, John Rails (two squatters, Cook and White), Joshua 
Trickel, Robert Trickel, W. J. and W. R. Trickel, William and 
Samuel Swinford, 0. H. Campbell, Story Button, Davfd Patton, 
Matthew Elliott, Bennett Lucas, Jacob Tanner, John Dopps, 
Milton Strayer, Harmon Strayer, J. B. Strayer, Joseph Harris, 
William Walker, J. H. Flagg, A. F. Flagg, E. Wait, Eli Dopps, 
Spencer Cushing, Daniel Stamps, William McClintock, David 
Saunders, William Phebus, Daniel Moudy, William Montgomery, 
A. Lance. 

44 Trickel’s Grove,” now owned by 0. H. Campbell, is beyond 
doubt the first settled locality in Button Township and in Ford 
County. A few squatters, who never became permanent settlers, 
built log houses and lived in or near the 44 grove” prior to 1885. 
In 1886, two brothers, Joshua and Robert Trickel, located at the 
44 grove,” which was then a part of Vermilion County, and bought 
out these squatters' claims, and we have every reason to believe 
the Trickels were the first permanent Bottlers of what is now Ford 
County, except it might have been Andrew Sproules, who occu¬ 
pied for a short time what was afterward the W. Walker farm. 

The first schoolhouse built in Button was of logs, and located 
on the farm owned by John Rails near Trickel's Grove. This 
farm was entered by Edward Pyles; afterward owned by William 
Swinford, and at present by A. L. Clark. 

The first schoolhouse built north of tho timber on the prairie 
was located on Section 16, near the Vermilion County line, on 
the farm now owned by A. H. Morrison. There are six district 
school buildings in the township. In Section 86 are two churches, 
the Methodist and Christian (Mt. Olive). These are the only 
church buildings in the township. 

The first school taught in the township was by Simon Mitchell, 
in a cabin belonging to Jacob Tanner. 

Clarence P. 0. (Kirk’s Station, Lake Erie & Western Rail¬ 
road) is a thriving village and grain center, located on Sections 
7 and 8, on the farms of W. T. Morrison and S. I. Hutchison. 
It was surveyed and laid out by Robert F. Whitham in August, 
1878. It contains six stores, one blacksmith shop, public school 
building, and grain elevator, owned by D. A. Frederick. This 
elevator, with a capacity for 25,000 bushels, is one of the best 
built, commodious and convenient grain warehouses on the line of 
the Lake Erie k Western Railroad. The village is surrounded by 
a fine farming country and is destined to become a trading point 
and pleasant residence town of considerable importance. 

The Supervisors have been James Porter Button, 1865, 
William Walker, 1866; James H. Flagg, 1867 : William Walker, 
1*72; Robert N. Gorsuch, 1878; J. C. Kirkpatrick) 1874; 
James S. Hewins, 1876; J. C. Kirkpatrick, 1877; William T. 
Patton, 1879; Hugh McCormick, 1880; James C. Kirkpatrick, 
1884. 

The following are sketches of some of the early settlers and 
other prominent men of Button Township: 

James Porter Button (deceased) was bom in Jefferson County, 
Ky., January 29, 1822. He came to Ford County in 1852. 
Mr. Button was married to Miss Sarah R. Hock, in Fountain 
County, Ind., February 8, 1845. They have had a family of 
eight children, seven of whom are now living. Mr. Button en¬ 
tered land in Section 25, Town 28, Range 10, in the township 
which now bears his name. The present home farm was pur¬ 
chased of Joseph Coonts, who was an early settler of this county. 
Mr.Button filled many positions of trust with credit to himself 
and satisfaction to his constituents. He was the Treasurer of 
Ford County at the time of his death, which occurred at Paxton 
March 22, 1866. Sarah R., his widow, is a daughter of Jaoob 
Hock, an early pioneer of Fountain County, Ind. W. J. Button, 
the second son, has bought out the heirs of the old homestead, 
comprising 820 acres, where his mother still resides. 

David Patton (deceased) was born in Ross County, Ohio, De¬ 
comber 20, 1815. Thomas Patton, the father of David, emi¬ 
grated to Vigo or Parke Counties, Ind., when David was about 
three years <3d. They remained there only a few years. In 
1828, the family moved to Fountain County, Ind., where Thomas 
Patton died. December 10, 1844, David was married to Miss 
Jane Cade, daughter of William Cade, who settled in Fountain 
County in 1828. November 2, 1854, David Patton came to Illi¬ 
nois and settled in Button Township, then in Vermilion County. 
Here he resided until his death, February 29, 1880. He en¬ 
tered 480 acres of choice land in Section 88, Town 28, Range 14 
west, in Button Township. There are eight children, all living 
near the old homestead, where the Widow Patton still resides. 

Matthew Elliott (deceased) was born March 4, 1799, in the 
District of Columbia. When about twenty-one years old, he 
came West to Ohio, where he remained until the spring of 
1850; then came to Ford County, Ill. (then Vermilion), and en¬ 
tered land in the southeast quarter of Section 25, and moved his 
family here from Ohio in the spring of 1852. He purchased the 
home place of Benjamin Stitee, who entered the land and made 
the first improvements where Franklin Holloway now lives, in 
Button Township. Mr. Elliott died August 28, 1881. They 
have a family of five children. W. H. H. Elliott owns and re¬ 
sides on the old home place. Mrs. Annie Elliott, widow of Mat¬ 
thew Elliott, and mother of W. H. H., is still living at the ripe 
old age of seventy-four, and makes her home in Champaign City, 

Joshua Trickel (deceased) was born August 5, 1788, in Vir¬ 


ginia. Maiy Trickel, his wife, was born February 8, 1800. 
William Trickel, son of Joshua Trickel was born in Pickaway 
County, Ohio, October 17, 1820, and came to Illinois with his par¬ 
ents when only seven years old. His father settled at Butler’s 
Point, in Vermilion County, until they took up their residence in 
Ford County. Elizabeth, wife of William Trickel, was born in 
Lawrence County, Ind., July 29, 1888. (Her father, Alex¬ 
ander Henry, was an old settler of Iroquois County, Ill.). Mr. 
and Mrs. Trickel were married January 7, 1857. 

David Saunders was the first to buy land in School Section 
16, now owned and improved by William Phebus. 

Obadiah Leneve was born in Halifax County, Va., December 
80, 1801. Samuel Leneve, father of the subject of our sketch, 
was a native of France, and emigrated to America with his brother 
John. They came to this country at the time La Fayette and his 
troops came over to assist the Americans in their strife with En¬ 
gland for the independence of the colonies. John Leneve, 
grandfather of Obadiah, was one of the* soldiers who came over 
with Gen. La Fayette; he died in Virginia. Samuel, the father 
of Obadiah, was about three years old when he landed on American 
soil. They settled in Virginia near the old Halifax Court House; 
here he grew to manhood and married Katie Arrington, a native of 
that place. About 1806, he emigrated to Tennessee, where 
he remained about one year; then journeyed on to Kentucky 
and settled in Mercer County; there he remained eight years; 
then moved to Nelson County; then about two years he went to 
Bullitt County; then again moved to Sullivan County, Ind., and 
settled at 44 Shakers Prairie.” Here he remained only a 
year, when he made his last move to Lawrence County, Ill., and 
resided until his death in the spring of 1881. Obadiah was 
married in Lawrence County, Ill., to PoHy Lemons, a native of 
Tennessee. She died in May, 1878. They located in Vermil¬ 
ion County in 1824, in the 44 Newell settlement,” in northeastern 
part of the oounty. They had a family of eight children ; only 
three are now living, viz.: Samuel, who lives in Oregon, where 
he went in 1851; John, in the mercantile business at Danville, 
III.; and Rebecca Jane, wife of Joseph Phillips, living on the 
old home place in Vermilion County. Mr. Leneve has been one 
of the hard-working and successful pioneers of Vermilion and 
Ford Counties, hue. Moudy (deceased), first wife of Daniel 
Moudy, one of the prominent farmers of this county, was a daugh¬ 
ter of this old pioneer. Mr. Leneve died in Paxton February 
4, 1884, at the nome of one of his nephews. 

Peter Moudy was a native of Virginia, where he was born 
August 1, 1804, but was raised in Butler County, Ohio, where 
his father moved when he was an infant. Here he remained 
until 1885. He was married to Miss Elisabeth Herring, 
daughter of George Herring, December 25, 1825. She was a 
native of Pennsylvania, but left there when about five years old 
and was raised in Butler County, Ohio. They remained in But¬ 
ler County, Ohio, until 1835 when they emigrated to Western 
Indiana and located in the Wabash Valley. In Vermilion 
County, Ind., Daniel Moudy, son of our subject, was born 
February 4, 1836. Peter Moudy had a family of twelve chil¬ 
dren, six now living, viz.: Hannah Jane McGinnis, living in 
Warren County, Ind.; Mary Ann, wife of Elisha Rogers, in 
Warren County, Ind.; Rosa, wife of William Martin, living in 
Vermilion County, Ind.; Daniel, residing in Button Townsnip, 
this oounty; Jacob, in Phelps County, Mo.; Emily, wife of Rob¬ 
ert N. Atherton, living near Danville, Ill.. Peter Moudy located 
in Vermilion County, Ill., in the spring of 1855, where he resided 
until his death, May 7, 1875. Mrs. Moudy, mother of Daniel 
Moudy, is still living on the old home place, enjoying good health, 
and is in her seventy-eighth year. Daniel Moudy is one among 
the early settlers of Button Township, coming to his present home 
lace in 1859, where he commenced making improvements by 
reaking prairie with oxen and making a farm. Very few set¬ 
tlers had located north of the timber at that time. Mr. Moudy 
has owned several fine farms in this township, comprising 
780 acres in all, but has recently given his children 820 acres of 
excellent farming land. He has at all times been one of the lead¬ 
ing and progressive farmers and stock-raisers of Ford County, 
and to-day in enjoying the fruits of his early efforts, living where 
he made nis first improvements, in a beautiful home surrounded 
with all the comforts of life. The first wife of Mr. Moudy was 
a daughter of Obadiah Leneve, an old pioneer of Vermilion 
County, Ill. She died January 81, 1879. Henrietta, his second 
wife, is a daughter of O. H. Campbell, an early settler of Ford 
County. 

Obadiah H. Campbell was born in Northumberland Coun¬ 
ty, Penn*, December 17, 1811. He left that State end came to 
Indiana in 1855 ; remained there till the spring of 1856, w hen 
he located at Trickel's Grove, buying out the heirs of Joshua 
Trickel. Mr. Campbell is one of the oldest living settlers of But¬ 
ton Township, and owns one of the very first settled places in 
Ford County, owning altogether 878 acres. His father, James 
Campbell, was born in New Jersey, and emigrated to Pennsyl¬ 
vania when fifteen years old. He died there at an advanced age. 
Mrs. O. H. Campbell (deceased) was a native of Pennsylvania. 
She was bom in 1817 and died on the 2d of February, 1867. 
They had a family of nine children, eight of whom are still 
living. 

Jacob Strayer, father of Milton and Harmon Strayer, was 
born in Berkeley County, Va., in 1796; he oame to Ford County 
in 1854, and lived here until he died January 3, 1879. Elisa¬ 
beth, his wife, was born in Fairfield County, Ohio, August 1, 
1803. She died June 21, 1888. 

Milton Strayer was born in Fountain County, Ind. In Sep¬ 
tember, 1851, he moved to Ford County on the line of Cham¬ 
paign County, and entered the land where La Fayette Patton 


now lives. In 1854, Mr. Strayer moved on to his present home 
farm, on Section 25, in the narrow range of sections in this town¬ 
ship, which land he entered in 1853. He was married, August 
81, 1851, to Mins Sarah Jane Middlebrook, a native of Ohio, and 
a daughter of William Middlebrook, who located in Fountain 
County, Ind., about 1841. Mr. and Mrs. Strayer have had ten 
children, seven now living. He has one of the choice farms of 
Ford County. 

Harmon Strayer, son of Jaoob and Elizabeth Strayer, was 
bom in Fairfield County, Ohio, September 20, 1820. He came 
with his parents to Fountain County, Ind., in 1824. He came 
here in the fall of 1851. In 1858, he assessed all the lands in 
Ford County, then Patton Township, Vermilion County. In 
1858, he married Mias Martha McClure, daughter of Samuel 
McClure, an early settler of Cass County, Ind. She was bom in 
Ohio. They had a family of four children, two now living. 

Joseph Harris'was born in Germany March 25,1838. When 
nineteen years old, he came to America, and in 1857 located in 
Ford County. In 1860, he was united in marriage with Miss 
Josephine Strayer, daughter of Jacob and Elisabeth Stayer. 
She was bom in Fountain County, Ind. They had nine chil¬ 
dren, eight are now living. Mr. Harris, for five years, worked 
by the month. In 1865, he bought land of the Illinois Central 
Railroad Company. He has now 239 acres of excellent land, 
and is one of the successful farmers of Ford County. 

J. C. Kirkpatrick was bora in Adams County, Ohio. He 
came to Button Township in 1861, settling on Section 17. Mr. 
Kirkpatrick was united in marriage with Miss Sarah A. White, 
of Oak Grove, McLean County. They had eight children, seven 
of whom are now living. Several years ago he engaged in the 
hardware business in Clarenoe; he also deals in grain, coal, lum¬ 
ber and agricultural implements. He owns a fine farm of 480 
acres of land in this township, and is one of the leading business 
men of this part of the oounty. 

William A. Hutchison was bora in Wayne County, Ohio. 
He came to Ford County in 1868. He was married to Miss 
Margaret Ghormley, of Ohio. His father, Samuel Hutchison, 
helped lay out the village of Clarence. Tho subject of our sketch 
is Postmaster of Clarence and also runs a grocery store. 

David A. Frederick' was bora in Middlesex County, Mass., 
and came to Ford County in 1857. Mr. Frederick is in the 
grain business in Clarence, owning a large and most convenient 
elevator on the L. E. & W. R. R. In oonnection with this he 
keeps a general store, doing an extensive business. 

Hugh McCormick was horn in Allegheny County, Penn. He 
came to Ford County in April, 1866, settling on Section 9. He 
owns the east half of this section, whioh is a fine body of land. In 
1880, Mr. McCormick was elected Supervisor of Button Town¬ 
ship, which office he has filled with entire satisfaction, as is shown 
by his continued election to this office. 

William Phebus is a prominent farmer of Button Township. 
He was bora in Fountain County, Ind., and settled in Ford 
County in 1865. His farm of 200 acres is one of the best in the 
township. 

William T. Patton is the son of David Patton, and resides on 
Section 83. He was bora in Fountain County, Ind., and came 
to Button Township in 1854. William owns 480 acres and is 
one of the leading farmers in this part of the county. 

James H. ana Arthur F. Flagg, brothers, are natives of the 
State of Maine. James H. came West and settled in Button 
Township in 1859. He lives on the southeast quarter of Section 
80, and has erected pleasant, commodious buildings, equal to any 
in the township. Mr. Flagg was Supervisor of Button Township 
for four years. Arthur F. came to this township in 1861. He 
now owns a splendid farm of 280 acres, with good improvements. 

Mitohel A. Karr, son of John Karr, lives on the southeast 
quarter of Seotion 14. He was born in Coshocton County, Ohio, 
and came West to Illinois and settled in Button with his father in 
1864. He is one of the active farmers of the township. 

William T. Morrison lives close to the village of Clarenoe in 
one of the finest houses in Button Township. He is a native of 
Adams County, Ohio, and settled in this township in 1868. 

Albert J. Pool is one of the leading younjg fanners of the 
county. He is a native of La Salle County, HI., and settled in 
Button Township in 1878. He haa erected on Section 6 one of 
the neatest and most attractive houses to be found in the town¬ 
ship. 

William Montgomery resides on a splendid farm of 820 acres 
on Section 29. He is a native of Shelby County, Ind., and 
settled in Ford County in 1857. He has a pleasant home and is 
well situated to eqjoy lif* 

William Walker, farmer, lives on Seotion 85, Range 10, But¬ 
ton Township. He is a native ef Wayne County, Ind., and 
settled in this county in 1859. He owns a fine body of farming 
land and is one of the active pioneer settlers of this township. 

J. E. Walker, or Elmer Walker, as he is more generally known, 
is a son of William Walker, an old settler of this township. El¬ 
mer was born in Fountain County, Ind., in 1858, and that year 
came with his parents to this township. His residence is on 
Section 86. 

Samuel Parsons, farmer on Section 2, P. O. Loda, is a native 
of England. He settled in this township in 1869 and owns a 
farm of 160 acres. 


DIX TOWNSHIP. 

All that part of Ford County lying in Range 7 and 8 
east, was originally called Drummer Grove. In 1864, steps 
were taken by the citisens to have the name changed to Dix, in 


Digitized by LjOOQLe 



74 


FORD COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 


honor of Gen. Dix, of New York. The petition was granted bj 
the Board of Supervisors. Afterward toe following townships 
were ereated or set off from Dix, viz.: Drummer, Sullivant and 
Peach Orchard, leaving the present township of Dix, as shown 
by the maps in this work. 

Among the early settlers of this township were John Wag¬ 
goner, John D. Bell, David Metcalf, Ephraim and James A. Black¬ 
ford, Samuel Todd, George Waggoner, Asa Trickel, John Wal¬ 
lace, Jackson Pitser, R. Stephen Chamberlin, Joseph .Kendall, 
John Brown, James Reed, Levi Foutz, Leonard Pierpont, David 
Pollock, John Schoonmacher, Jonathan Bedell, Charles Wilcox, 
and Peter Beatty. 

The first poet office in Dix Township was East Bend, with 
John S. Waggoner first Postmaster; his commission was dated 
November 2671859. 

The first person that died in Dix Township was Asa Trickel, 
who was buried at the Wallace Graveyard near Elliott. 

The first schoolhouse built in this township was in District 
No. 2, built in the spring of 1859. Miss Cynthia Newlin, 
daughter of William Newlin, of Patton Township, taught the 
first school in this district and in the township. 

The first religious service held in Dix Township was at the 
house of John 8. Waggoner, by Rev. Mr. Wenner, who was a 
United Brethren minister. 


BLLIOTT. 

The land where Elliott stands was donated by S. P. Bushnell, 
Samuel Elliott and Gustave Punke. It was the undivided half of 
forty acres. Mr. Elliott contributed twenty acres, Mr. Bushnell 
ten acres and Mr. Punke ten acres. It was surveyed and laid 
out by County Surveyor H. J. Howe. The village contains four 
general stores, one hardware store, one hotel, two blacksmith 
shops, one wagon shop, two drug stores, one meat market, two 
elevators, one flax mill and two agricultural warehouses. John 
Richardson built the first elevator in Elliott. J. J. Crawford was 
the first Postmaster, and JIugh Lambert was the first station 
agent. The village was named after Samuel Elliott. The vil¬ 
lage is surrounded by a fine farming country and is a good trading 
point. 

The first town meeting was held at the Oregon Schoolhouse, 
on the 4th day of April, 1865. The meeting was called to order 
by A. M. Smith, the Town Clerk. J. S. Brown was appointed 
Moderator. At this meeting, the following township officers 
were elected: Supervisor, Ephraim M. Blackford; Town Clerk, 
A. M. Smith; Assessor, William B. Holmes ; Collector of Taxes, 
Benjamin Smith; Justices of the Peace, Leonard Pierpont and 
John S. Waggoner; Highway Commissioners, John Bell, Joseph 
Kendall andDavid Pollock. 

The following sketches are of some of the early settlers and 
prominent citizens of Dix Township : 

John S. Waggoner ranks as one of the representative old set¬ 
tlers and business men of Dix Township. Born in Lewis Coun¬ 
ty, Va., June 28, 1822, where he lived several years; then 
moved to Boone County, Ind.; he made his home there for about 
twenty years. He came to Ford County in the fall of 1855, and 
settled on Section 88, where he still resides. Mr. Waggoner was 
the first Justice of the Peace of the township; he has held the 
same office many years. Was also Postmaster at East Bend 
several years. 1 

Job* D. Bell was born in England November 22, 1819, 
where he remained until twenty-two years of age. He came to 
America and settled in Providence* R. L, where he worked at 
his trade in the print works for five years. He came to the place 
where he at present resides in 1857. In 1868, he enlisted in the 
Chicago Mercantile Battery, and served with it for three years. 
Mr. Bell was the first Town Clerk of this township, and has also 
held the office of Assessor and Collector. He takes a deep inter¬ 
est in the public schools; was the first Trustee of the schools in 
Dix, and still holds the office. 

David Metcalf is a native of England, county of Westmore¬ 
land. Here he was born November 26,1828, and*4ived at his 
home, working at the cooperage trade, for twenty-eight years. 
Emigrating to America, he settled in Ford County. In May, 
1851, he was married to Miss Sarah Bell. Four children have 
been born to them, three now living.' He is interested in the ad¬ 
vancement of all works tending, toward the good of his fellow-men. 

John Richardson is a native of Liverpool, England. He emi¬ 
grated to Ain«rica in 1849, and landed in Canada; he moved to 
BuflUo, N. Y., learned the mason’s trade,!and worked at it in 
Detroit, Mich. In 1856, he moved to Iowa, and prospected 
around until his funds ran short. He came to Paxton, and 
worked at his trade several years. He then rented a farm, and 
in time, by his frugality and industry, he was able to purchase 
eighty acres of land; to this he added year by year until he had 
accumulated 500 acres. This farm he exchanged with Judge 
Patton, of this county, for 1,000 acres lying in ration and Dix 
To^Hships. In 1878, he oame to Elliott, where he has sinoe re¬ 
sided, engaged in the grain business. In 1855, he married Miss 
8arah Simons, of Michigan. Seven children have been given 
them, five now living. 

Cyrus JR. Marshall was born in Windsor County, Vt., in 1887, 
where he lived until 1850, working on a farm. He then moved 
to Woodford County, Ill. In 18 1 8, he came to Dix Township 
and bought 160 acres in Section 3, where he still resides. In 
October, 1857, he was united in matrimony to Elvira Johnson, of 
Peoria County, HI. They have five children living. 

Abel Hanson was the first Norwegian who moved into Dix 
Township. He came here thirteen years ago, and rented a farm 
for three years. He then purchased eighty acres in Section 14 t 
where he now resides. He also has eighty acres in Section 
22 . 


Robert Jardine came from Logan County, Ill. He was born 
in Scotland, and has been in this State twenty-seven years. He 
came to Dix Township* in 1867, and owns a neat farm in Sec¬ 
tion 4. 

Andrew Hamilton *as born in Fairview Township, York 
Co., Penn., November 6, 1886. He lived there, working on a 
farm aod at the oarpenter’s trade, over twenty-eight years. . He 
came to Hlinois, first settling in Livingston County, where he 
remained nine years, then moved to Dix Township, where he has 
sinoe resided. He was married, September 14, 1862, to Mrs. 
Martha E. Carothers. They have three children. Mr. Hamil¬ 
ton has a fine farm of 240 acres. 

A. A. Barrow was born in Virginia July 8, 1848, where he 
remained until 1867, when he removed to Bloomington, Ill., with 
his father, who came to Ford County and bought several hundred 
acres of land. Mr. Barrow was married, December 25, 1872, 
to Miss Martha E. Barrow. They have two children. 

George Henry Trailor was born in Illinois October 20, 1886. 
He lived in Bureau County for thirty years, engaged in farming. 
He then sold out and came to Livingston County, where he 
bought a farm and lived for six years. In 1859, he crossed the 
plains, and went into the gold mines of the far West, meeting 
with good success. He was united in marriage with Miss Elisa 
J. Swisher in 1861, who died in three years, by whom he had 
twin daughters. For his second wife he married Miss Mary 
Butts. He has a good farm and is well fixed to enjoy life. 

Jesse Todd was born in Indiana in 1834, where he lived sev¬ 
enteen years. He then moved to Vermilion County, HI. Sooft 
after, he came with his father to Dix Township, where he has 
since resided. He married Miss Rosanna Hagin March 18, 
1858, in Urbana, Champaign County, HI. The fruit of this 
union is eight children. In the many years he has lived in this 
State, he has never been further from home than Chicago. He 
has been Road Commissioner and School Director for nine 
years. 

John M. Miner came to Hlinois in 1858, and settled in 
Homer Township, Champaign* County. He moved into Ford 
County* in 1868 and was superintendent of the greet Sullivant 
farm for several years. He has been Town Collector, Town 
Treasurer and School Director for many years. Mr. Miner is a 
very popular man in this part of the county, having the confi¬ 
dence of all, by his strict attention to business. He has an ex¬ 
cellent farm and beautiful home in Section 19. 

Andrew M. Speedie, farmer, P. O. Gibson City, resides on 
the east half of the southeast quarter of Section 17. He is a son 
of Matthew Speedie, who lives on Section 8. 

Samuel W. Wade has a well-improved farm of eighty acres, 
and comfortable and commodious buildings on Section 4, Dix 
Township. He rqpides in Elliott. 

G. W. Preston'owna the east half of the northwest quarter of 
Section 8, in this township. He- is a thrifty, industrious farmer, 
and a good citizen. 

Dennis Hagaman is a Justice of the Peace, and dealer in agri¬ 
cultural implements in Elliott. He has a family of five chil¬ 
dren. 

J. C. Thornton-was born in Virginia, in 1885. He was mar¬ 
ried to Miss Ann* M. Johnson in 1868. They have five children. 
He moved to Fet'd. County in 1864. Here he has held various 
town officers, being at present Treasurer of the schools and Presi¬ 
dent of the Towns/dp Sunday School Association. 

Matthew Speed a farmer, came from Scotland in 1856, set¬ 
tled first in Fill Aver, Mass., where he pursued his trade of 
millwright for sixteen years. He came to Dix in 1866. He 
was married, June, 184 y, to Isabella Colston, of Scotland. They 
have five children. Mr. Speedie has a nice farm and a pleasant 
home. 

Hemw Harrison Atwood was mart .«u, February 28, 1862, to 
Miss L. M. Daniels, of Woodbury, Vt. They have five children. 
He was born in Lamoille County, Vt, in 1886, and came West in 
1850, locating in Ohio. He came to Dix Township in 1866, 
and now owns a farm of 480 acres. He makes a specialty of 
raising fine stock. 

Samuel Elliott was born in Holmes County, Ohio, in 1887 ; 
lived there thirty-five years, then came to Dix Township. In 
1860, he was united in marriage to Miss Anna Crawford of Co¬ 
shocton County, Ohio, and the fruit of this union has been five 
children; four of whom are now living. Mr. Elliott was instru¬ 
mental in laying out the village in this township that bears his 
name. 

John W. Edwards, hardware merchant of Elliott, was born 
in Morganfield, Ky., in ,1842. In 1868, he moved to La Salle 
County, HI. j from there he went to Marshall County. He came 
to Dix Township in 1877. He married Miss Chrises L. Long, 
of Marshall County, in 186$. He has three children.. 

Aaron Q. Bullington, thepreeent Supervisor of Dix Township, 
was born in Quincy, HI., in 1844. His parents moved to* Jfeffereon 
County, Mo., soon after he was born, living there several years; 
they oame to Woodford County, HI. In 1862, the subject of 
this sketch enlisted in the Eighty-sixth Hlinois Infantry, and 
served in the war for three years. Mr. Bullington has been twice 
married, first in 1869 to Miss Mary C. Leonard, by whom he 
had two children. For his second wife he married Atlanta V. 
Blake of this township, this union has been blessed by three chil¬ 
dren. Mr. Bullington settled in this township in lo76, and has 
taken a prominent part in all public enterprises. In 1882, was 
elected Sup**risor. Mr. Bullington is a carpenter by trade, and 
is at present dealing in agricultural implements. 

J. E. Hagin, farmer, P. O. Elliott, came to Ford Count? in 
an airly day. He was born in Cape May Codnty, N. J., in lo86: 
In 1859, he married Miss Barbara R. Crothera. She died several 


S ara after, and for his second wife he married Miss Ellen Myers, 
agin Brothers have a fine, large farm in Section 18. 

John Hollen, importer and breeder of fine horses, lives on 
Section 8. One of the principal business interests of this State, 
and one in which persistent efforts, sound judgment and ability 
of a high order are requisite to ultimate success, is that of fine 
stock-raising. His favorite horse, “ Scotland's Glory,” is a bright 
bay, imported by himself in the winter of 1879, at a cost of 
$1,800. He owns “ Capt. Connaught,” whioh name was given 
him by the reoords on the French books of the pedigree of blooded 
horses. Mr. Hollen devotes much of his time to the improve¬ 
ment of his stock. 

C. Riarson was born in Norway in 1832, emigrating to America 
in 1857. He settled first in La Salle County, then camo to Ford 
County, locating on Section 28, where he now lives. In 1861, 
he was married to v Miss Knutson, a native of Norway. They 
have eight children living. 

Henry Shields was born in Ireland in 1885. He came to 
America and settled in New York State in 1841. He came to 
Ford County about sixteen years ago. He was married to Miss 
Almira Sharp in January, 1865. He was again married, to Ann 
Elisa Spencer, in 1675. He had four children by his first wife, 
and one by his present wife. 

Joseph Richmond is the leading druggist of Elliott. He has 
a good trade, and lives in a pleasant home place, surrounded by a 
family of three children, all girls. 

A. T. Blake was bom in Virginia March 28, 1824. His 
parents moved to Ohio, where he lived until twenty-two 
years old, helping his father in cultivating hems. In 1847, 
he left Ohio and moved to Wayne County, Ill., where he 
lived on a farm for seven years; then went to Logan County and 
fanned for sixteen years; then settled in Ford County, where he 
has since resided. He was Postmaster at East Bend for eleven 
years; keeper of th’e poor house for six years; Road Commissioner 
for nine years, and held various other trusts in the gift of the 
people. In 1847, he married Cyntha Statts. They have had 
six children. 

John Keesey was bora in Maryland in 1814, where he lived 
for seven years; then emigrated to Ohio, where he lived about 
thirty years. He then came to Ford County, first settling in 
Patton Township, where he lived on a farm for eighteen years; 
then moved to Elliott and opened a meat market. He has been 
twice married—first in Ohio in April, 1837, to Saloma Crise. 
They had ten children. Inr 1880, Mr. Keesey was married to 
Mrs. Jane Culbertson. 

John Shilts, P. O. Melvin, is a native of Wertemberg, Ger¬ 
many, came to the United States in 1858, and to this county in 
1868. Residence on Section 24. 


WALL TOWNSHIP. 

Wall Township was otwanized out of the original town¬ 
ship of Patton in 1867. It is bounded on the north by 
Lyman Township; east by Iroauois County; south by Patton 
Township, and west by the townships of Dix and Peach Orchard. 
It was named after Abraham Wall, the first settler who came to 
this'township from Marshall County, Ill., in 1854. Among other 
early settlers were Fred Dienelt, James Simpson, Christian Sny¬ 
der, Samuel Bell, William Noel, William Ken ward, J. Bonsel, 
Paul Cooley, John Travis, Levi Miller, Agrippa Wells, Seth 
Lytle,William Liggett, James Barnes, John Morris, John Richard¬ 
son, John BayneTKdgar Sharp. 

The first town meeting was held at the Stringtown School- 
house District No. 2, when the following were elected the first 
township officers: William Liggett, Supervisor; Steven Fry, 
Town Clerk; John Morris, Assessor; John Richardson and John 
Morris, Justices of the Peaoe. 

The first, schoolhouse erected in Wall wss the Noel School- 
house, and William Noel’s wife was the first teacher. The String- 
town Schoolhouse was the next one built, and Miss Emma Si¬ 
mons, daughter of the first County Clerk, taught the school for 
two yean. James Barnes’ son Walter was the first child born in 
the township. There is no churoh in this township. Religious 
servioes are held every two weeks in the Centre Schoolhouse, by 
a Methodist minister from Loda. There is no village or poqt 
office in the township. It oontains only a small per cent of un¬ 
improved land, and its inhabitants are mostly well-to-do farmers. 

Supervisors—William Liggett, 1868; William Noel, 1869; 
James D. Kilgore, 1870; William Noel, 1871; Levi Miller, 
1872; Edward Baboock, 1878; William Noel, 1874; 'William 
Kenward, 18TC; John F. Kenney, 1877; Edward Baboock, 1879; 
John F. Kenney, 1880; James H. Snelling, 1881; William 
Kenney, 1882, still in office. 

Among the leading farmers of township may be noted the 
following: 

John F. Kenney was born in Washington County, Penn., in 
1885. He came to this township from Putnam County in 1872, 
settling on Section 14. He married Miss Mary E. Phelps, of 
Putnam County, in 1860. Mr. Kenney is one of the many men 
who came to this oountry from the East without capital. That 
Mr. Kenney has been successful is evinced by his fine fhrm of $60 
acres. Mr. Kenney may be classed among the progressive farm¬ 
ers of this county. 

William Kenward is a native of Sussex County, Eng., and 
came to Hlinois in 1851. He has been twice married, first to 
Elisabeth McConaty, a native of Lake County, HI., who died in 
1871. In 1878, he married Rhoda Snelling, a native of Harri¬ 
son County, Ohio. Mr. Kenward came here poor, but by hard 
work, economy and strict integrity has to-day a fine farm of 282 
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acre. He is a man of exemplary habits, reliable, and worthy of 
the confidence of the people. 

Frod Dienelt, born in Brunswick, Germany, in 1828. In 
1848, he went to sea, sailing around the world before he was 
seventeen years old, and there are few places in either hemisphere 
he has not visited. He came to Ford County in 1858, being the 
second settler in this township. He has been twice married, first 
to Mary Kaminsky, of Germany, she died in 1872, and the fol¬ 
lowing year he married Mattie Wells. Mr. Dienelt .has the 
largest and most valuable library of any person—excepting pro¬ 
fessional men—in the county, and passes much of his time in 
reading scientific works and studying astronomy. He has a fine 
farm of 130 acres. 


Levi Miller was born in Berks County, Penn., in 1881. He 
moved to Illinois from Ohio in 1854, and to Wall Township from 
La Salle County in 1864. In 1852, he was united in marriage to 
Maria Werts, of Preble County, Ohio, and the result of the union 
has been ten children. Mr. Miller is a carpenter by trade, but 
has pursued farming mostly while in this State. He laid out the 
road districts in Wall Township, and has always been honored by 
the voters of the town to some position of trust. 

William Kenney, the present Supervisor of the township, was 
born in Washington County, Penn. He came to this township 
in 1875. He was married in 1850 to Mary McVane, of his 
native place, and six children have been born to them. Mr. 
Kenney is a whole souled man, ready to help with his influence 
any enterprise likely to further the interests of his county. 

Richard Trigger was born in Devonshire, England, in 1832. 
lie came to America in 1859, settling in Peoria County. He 
came to Ford County in 1869, purchasing the north half of Sec¬ 
tion 11. He was married to Elisabeth A. Stoves, of England, 
in 1855. They have, nine children. Mr. Trigger has been 
Highway Commissioner for a number of years. 

Saonders McCormick was born in La Salle County, Ill., 
1886. He taught in the public schools of his native county for 
several years. He spent two years in the gold mines of the 
Western Territories, and also was book-keeper for a cotton 
merchant in Texas. He came to Ford County in 1868, settling 
on the northwest quarter pf Section 9, where he still lives. He 
has been Justice of the Peace for many-years. 

William A. Campbell was born in Northumberland County, 
Penn., in 1848. He moved to Fountain County, Ind., where he 
resided a short time; then came to Ford County, settling in 
Trinket's Grove, Button Township. He was married to Elisa¬ 
beth C. Irwin in 18d8, and four children have been the fruit of 
that union. Mr. Campbell now lives on the southwest quarter of 
Section 35, Wall Township. His father, 0. H. Campbell, was 
one of the early settlers of Ford County. 

Robert M. Karr was born in Coshocton County, Ohio, in 1834. 
In 1869, he came to Ford County. He has a fine farm of 320 acres 
and a pleasant home on Section 84. He was married in 1858, 
and has a family of five children. He enlisted in the One Hun¬ 
dred and Forty-third hundred-day service and served one year. 

Worth McCormick was born in La Salle County, Ill., in 
1858, living there till nine years of age, then came to Drummer 
Township, where he lived until he moved to Wall Township. In 
1877, he married Miss Samantha English, of Pickaway County, 
Ohio. They live in a nice home on Section 5. 

John Hamlon is a native of Albany, N. Y. He came to 
Chicago in 1848, and was bound out to a farmer in Kendall 
County for eleven years. He was united in marriage to Mary 
Baxter in 1861. He owns 280 acres of fine farming land and a 
pleasant home. He has been Road Commissioner and School 
Director for several years. 

Charles Spellmeyer was born in Prussia, in 1831. He emi¬ 
grated to the United States in 1853, settling in Putnam County. 
He moved to this township in 1875, settling on Section 16, where 
he has 820 acres of land under fine cultivation. He was married 
in 1857 to Louisa Kottkamp, by whom he has seven children— 
George, Mary, Henry, Frank;, Charlie, Millie and Lillie. His 
residence and buildings are among the best in the township. 

George Minch, former, P* 0. Roberts, was born in Tax- 
well County, Ill., 1847, where he lived until 1881, when he 
moved to this township. He owns the northeast quarter of Sec¬ 
tion 8, and 240 acres in Section 22, Lyman Township, where he 
now resides. He was married in 1869 and has five children. 

Charles Phillips is of English extraction, being born in Lan¬ 
cashire, England, in 1814. He came to Philadelphia when quite 
young, where he remained a short time, then moved to the State 
of Delaware. In 1854, he came to Putnam County, HI., where 
he lived for etehteenyeare, then came to Ford County, where he 
has since resided. He was married in 1848, and is the father of 
four children. 

Edgar G. Sharp was horn in New York in 1838. In 1855, he 
went to Wisconsin, living there three years, then came to Wall 
Township, settling on Section 30. He was married in 1853 and 
has a family of eight children. He owns a good form of 160 


James H. Snelling is a native of Illinois. He came to Ford 
County in 1877, and settled on Section 11. Mr. Snelling was 
teacher of penmanship for many years, he being one of the finest 
penman in this part of the State. He has filled the office of 
Supervisor one year, and has been elected to many other offioes. 


SULLIYANT TOWNSHIP. 

This township was organised September 9, 1867. It origi¬ 
nally formed a part of Dix Township, and upon a petition being 
presented to the Board of Supervisors at their September meet¬ 
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ing in 1867, “to create a new town out of that part of Dix, to be 
known as Sullivant,” they granted the petition, and Sullivant 
Township was formed. This township is six miles north and 
south and nine miles east and west. The land is the highost in 
the State between Lake Michigan and the Mississippi River, as 
will be seen by the map, showing that many streams have their 
source in this part of the State. The soil is of a good quality. 

The history of this township can bo nothing else but the his¬ 
tory of a farm, for that is what it was. Most of the land in this 
township * was entered or purchased by Michael L. Sulli¬ 
vant during 1854, who improved the land and operated it 
as an immense corn farm up to 1876, when he disposed of it to 
Mr. Hiram Sibley, of Rochester, N. Y. This was undoubtedly 
the largest corn farm in the world under one man’s management. 
He was a leading man in the township, and lived in a beautiful 
grove called “ Burr Oaks,” near the center of the township. 
Since Mr. Sibley took possession of the form he has rented out 
most of the land, and for the accommodation of his ronters has 
erected substantial dwelling houses on nearly every quarter sec¬ 
tion. 

There are eight schoolhouses in the township, all situated on 
Mr. Sibley’s land. They are good, substantial buildings, fitted 
up with improved furniture. 

SIBLEY. 

This beautiful village, originally named Burr Oaks, is situated 
on the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railroad. The original town 
of Burr Oaks was surveyed and laid out by John R. Lewis, in 
February, 1877, for M. L. Sullivant, in the northwest quarter of 
Section 32. In 1880, Sibley’s Addition was laid off, and the 
name changed to Sibley, to conform with the railroad station and 
post office. But few buildings had been erected here previous to 
1878, when Mr. Sibley organized a system of improvements, and 
a number of dwelling houses were erected, a hotel, the largest and 
best in the county, a large seed barn, flax mill, stores, offices and 
numerous other buildings. A large, commodious grain elevator 
was erected by Mr. Sullivant. 

The beautiful schoolhouse, which is the pride of the town, was 
erected in 1882, at a cost of $6,000. 

There are two church societies here. The Methodists, who 
have erected a neat, attractive church edifice, and the Swedish 
Lutheran society. 

The general business of the town is carried on by three gro¬ 
cery stores, two dry goods stores, one hardware and one drug 
store, tlyee blacksmitn and one wagon shop, one tin shop, one 
harness maker, one lumber yard and one elevator. The public 
hall is nicely furnished. Although a town of but few years’ 
growth, the enterprise of its people is shown by the graded 
streets, good sidewalks, a park, and hundreds of trees that have 
been set out. 

J. H. White, proprietor of the Sibley Elevator, is a native 
of Warren County, Ohio, came to this county in 1876. 


LYMAN TOWNSHIP. 

At a meeting of the Board of Supervisors held SsDtember 
9, 1867, a petition was presented them for the purpose of having 
a new township erected out of that part of the township of Bren- 
ton described as Town 25 north, Range 9 east, of the Third 
Principal Meridian. The board, finding that petitioners had 
complied with the requirements of the law, grafted the petition. 
The township took its name, or was named after its first resident 
settler, Samuel Lyman, who settled in the northeast corner of 
the township, on Section 2, in the year 1856. The township is 
bounded on the north by Brenton Township, on the east by lro- 

? uois County, south by Wall Township, and on the west by 
'each Orchard Township and the oounty of Livingston. The 
first town meeting was held in School District No. 2 on the 7th 
day |if April, and at this meeting the following township officers 
were elected : Samuel Woodward, Supervisor ; A. M. Haling, 
Town Clerk; Daniel Woodward, Collector; A. V. Burcham, 
Assessor; A. Y. Burcham, James Roberts and P. 8. Gose, 
Highway Commissioners; Samuel Woodward and T. A. Ire¬ 
land, Justices of the Peace; Daniel Woodward and Daniel 
Althen, Constables. 

. At the same meeting, they voted to divide the township into 
four road districts and nine school districts. 

In 1857, a colony of Connecticut people settled in this town¬ 
ship, takiug up 7,000 acres. The following men composed the 
colony: R. A. Hungerford, S. K. Marston, Dr. Babcock, B. 
Marston, Edmond Havens, William S. Rossey, William Bentley, 
Daniel Hutchinson, Enoch Morgan, Moses Morgan, Theophilus 
Morgan, A. C. Maxon, Henry Dennis, Robert Eggleston, Sam¬ 
uel Birdsley, I. N. Newton, N. C. Ball, James Sellick, W. S. 
Larkin, Lyman Peok, Reuben R. Pearson. The first child born 
in the township was Rosa Bushor. The first marriage celebrat¬ 
ed was in the spring of 1860. James Crow and Kate Birdsley 
were the contracting parties. The first death was Mrs. Henry 
Dennis, who was bnned on the A. M. Peck farm, Section 4. 

A blacksmith shop was bnilt on Section 10 by Samuel Birds¬ 
ley at an earlv day. 

The schoolhouse in district No. 9 was bnilt in 1866, and Miss 
Anna Coswell was tbmfirst teacher. 

The first teacher m School District No. 4 was Effie Maxson. 
In District 5, William W. Graham was first teacher, and Mrs. S. 
K. Marston in SchoA No. 1. 

The village of Rffiffirts u situated on the Springfield Branch 
of the Illinois Centum Railroad. It was located and surveyed 
during the foil of 1871, by F. A. Roberts, after whom the town 
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was named. Dr. Cassingham and E. A. Bushor were the first 
families to reside in the village. 

Roberts has among its business houses, four dry goods and 
five grocery stores, one bank, one hotel, the u Glencoe,” two 
liveries, one drug store, two Macksmith shops, two grain elevat¬ 
ors, one lumber yard, a tile factory, two meat markets, one hard¬ 
ware and furniture store, three churches—Congregational, Meth¬ 
odist, and German Methodist, and two schoolhouses. 

In 1878, the village suffered a severe loss by fire, but with 
true American enterprise the injured firms rebuilt, and now tho 
town is one of the most flourishing in the county. 

The number of car loads of grain, stock and merchandise 
shipped the past year, was corn, 196 ; hogs, 65; cattle, 12 ; flax 
seed, 81, oats, 24. 

• The Methodist Church was first started by a Mr. Pierce, a 
Welshman, who livqd near Oliver’s Grove' and preached all over 
this section of the country in private houses and schoolhouses, 
at an early day. The first preacher sent here by the conference, 
was a Mr. Henry in 1871. He preached in the Graham School- 
house. A Sunday school was organized, with Mr. Yan Steen- 
burg, Superintendent. Meetings were held in the sohoolhouse 
in Roberts the following year, and until the hall was built in 
1875 services were held in the hall until the new Methodist Epis¬ 
copal Church was dedicated, January 22, 1882, by G. W. Gue, 
Presiding Elder. 

The Congregational Church was organized in 1875, under 
the name of tne “ First Congregational Church of Roberts.” A 
Congregational Church organization existed in this township as 
early as 1867 ; in 1875, two separate bodies grew out of the old 
one, one locating in Thawville, Iroquois County, and the other at 
Roberts. 

Services were held in the schoolhouse and town hall until 
1879, when steps were taken to erfect a house of worship, which 
was completed and 'dedicated during the summer of 1880. The 
church has at present sixty-one members, and is in a prosperous 
condition. 

A German Evangelical Church is located on northeast quarter, 
Section 84, surroundod and supported by a thriving German 
settlement. 

The following have been the Supervisors of the township: 
Samuel Woodward, 1868; A. M. Haling, 1869; Peter S. Gose, 
1870; O. D. Sackett, 1872; H. B. Ferguson, 1874; A. V. 
Burcham, 1875 ; Joseph Hurst, 1876 ; William B. Flora, 1877 ; 
Joseph Hurst, 1879 ; Lycurgus Burns, 1882, still in offioe. 

* The following sketches are of early settlers, and some of the 
prominent citizens of Lyman Township. 

Samuel Lyman, the first settler was born in Southampton, 
Mass., July 16,1811, and moved to Ford County, Ill., in 1856 ; he 
bought 280 acres on Section 2, where he lived until 1869. He 
moved to Onarga, Iroquois Connty, and lived there until his 
wife died. He then came to Paxton, and made his home with 
his son, Samuel B. Lyman, or “ Burt ’’ as he was familiarly 
called, who was Sheriff of Ford Connty for eight years. 

James Roberts, former, was bom in Sussex County, England, 
1816. His father died when he was eight years old, leatfng 
James to shift for himself, and earn a penny at anything he could 
do. In 1843, he married Elisabeth Gilbert, of England, by 
whom he has three children. Mr. Roberts came to this country 
in 1851, and to Lyman Township, Section 32, in 1858. He owns 
200 acres of fine forming land, has a comfortable home where he 
resides. 

Albert M. Haling was bora in Hartford County, Conn., Sep¬ 
tember 80, 1820. He came to Lyman Township in 1866, pur¬ 
chasing-1,200 acres of land in Fractional Section 8, at $8 per 
acre. He made a re-survey of the section, calling it “ Haling’s 
Subdivision.” He sold it in 1870, and bought 480 aores m 
Sections 10 and 11, where he erected the finest house in the town¬ 
ship, which now belongs to J. L. Shorthose Mr. Haling was 
married to Lucy A. Droves, of Ellington, Conn., by whom he 
had five children*, vix., E. S., Frank W., Kate A., Clarenoe A. 
and Lnoy A., all bora in Connecticut. Mr. Haling was first 
Town Clerk and second Supervisor of the township, and in 1874 
was elected Representative of the Eighteenth Congressional Dis¬ 
trict of Illinois. 

E. S. Haling, former, was bora in Hartford County, Conn. 
October 4, 1856, came here with his father in April, 1866. 

Edward Yan Steenbergh is one of the most extensive formers 
of this township. Bora in Ulster County, N. Y., in 1814, he 
oame to this township in 1871, settling on Section 2$. He owns a 
splendid form of 640 acres, and annually ships large quantities 
of hay to Chicago. 

» The Hurst family is among the earliest settlers of Ly¬ 
man Township, Joseph and Mary Hurst came to this country 
from England in 1847, settling in New Jersey, where Mr. 
Hurst died in 1849. Mrs. Mary Hurst came West, and settled 
on Section 80, this township. She died in 1875. Retea and 
Hannah (maiden ladies) now own and live on the old homestead. 
One of the children, Ann, is living in Gloucester, N. J. Tim 
rest of the children are in this State. 

William Hurst was bora in 1888, and came to Ford County 
in 1855. He is a former, and now resides on Section 30. Ho 
married Mary, daughter of James Roberts. 

Joseph Hurst was bora July 8, 1884, in Edgerton, England. 
Coming to this Western country, he settled in Bureau County, 
where he lived for several years, and married Miss Harriett Har¬ 
vey, by whom he had ten children. Coming to Lyman Town¬ 
ship in 1858, he bought two sections of land from the Illinois 
Central Railroad Company, but poor crops and hard times came, 
and Mr. Hurst became very poor. His main dependence was a 
shot-gun, which was taken from him on execution; the officer re- 
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penting the act, returned the gun. Mr. Hurst often speaks of 
this, to show the contrast with his present circumstances, now 
owning a fine farm of 820 acres, one mile from Roberts, under 
excellent cultivation. 

Amos C. Maxon was born in the town of Lyme, State of 
Connecticut, in 1821. At the age of fourteen years, he went on 
board ship with Capt. Chadwick, making three voyages a year 
for seven years. He came to Ford County in 185o, settling on 
Section 14, where he now lives. He was married te Phoebe E. 
Pierson, of Connecticut, in 1851, and six children have been 
born to them. Mr. Maxon was one of the colony that came to 
this county from Connecticut. 

M. Cassingham, M. D., was born in Muskingum County, 
Ohio, in 1841. In 1845, he came to Kendall County, HI., liv¬ 
ing there several years. He moved to Grundy County, and 
later to Ford County, settling at Roberts in 1871. He gradu¬ 
ated from the Rush Medical College, Chicago, in 1874. He was 
united in marriage in 1862 to Miss Ellen Cullen, of Canada. 
To them have been born four children. 

Since Dr. Cassingham settled in Roberts, he has been very 
successful in his practice, and has won the respect and confidence 
of all. He is a hard worker, and is at present doing as much or 
more than at 4ny other time in his life. 

Ora W. Cassingham was born in Grundy County, Ill., in 

1854. He is a brother of Dr. Cassingham, and came to Roberts 
to engage in the drug business with bis brother in 1881. For 
several years he had followed the map publishing business, meet¬ 
ing with good success. September 26,1883, he married Elmira, 
daughter of Lycurgus Burns, of Roberts. 

Charles 0. Hayes is a native of Clinton County, N. Y. In 

1855, he came to Kendall County, Ill., where he lived until 
1861, then moved to McLean County. He came to Roberts and 
opened the Glencoe Hotel in 1881. He keeps a good hotel and 
obtains his share of the traveling public. He was married, in 
1859, to Lusina Alford, of Clinton County, N. Y. They have 
four children. 

Chris Anderson is a native of Scotland. He bought a farm 
in this county in 1865; he farmed until 1872; then went into 
partnership with J. A. Moutelius and George Campbell. In 1874, 
Mr. Moutelius sold out to the other partners who continued do¬ 
ing a general merchandise and grain business at Roberts. In 
1876, George Campbell went to Piper City and engaged in the 
banking business, and Mr. Anderson remained in Roberts. In 
1881, he bought out the banking business of J. B. Meserve and 
has been connected with this and the tile works since. He was 
married to Mary Martin, of Marshall County, Ill., and they 
have seven children, all girls. 

William B. Flora was born in Campbell County, Ky., in 
1844. In 1868, he settled in Iroquois County, 111.; he opened 
a store in this place in 1872, and, in company with Mr. Newman, 
is doing a good mercantile business. In 1874, he married Mary 
Jane Newman, of Kentucky. They have four children. 

E. B. Beighle was born in Butler County, Penn., February 
14, 1886, and came to his present home in Section 8, Lyman 
Township, in November, 1869. 

William Hough Bond and James Bond were born in Manches¬ 
ter, England. William was born February 4, 1841, and James, 
February 11,1844. William came to Lyman Township in 1866, 
and is a brick-maker by trade, but has been engaged in 
farming since living in this county. James is a veterinary sur¬ 
geon and farmer. They both have excellent farms. 

Charles Ringeisen was born in Germany July 25, 1844; he 
came to Ford County in 1881, and is now one of the active Ger¬ 
man farmers of Lyman Township. 

Arthur Swanick was born in the county of Mayo, Ireland, 
September 16, 1832; he came to New York State in 1855, to 
Illinois in 1862, and to this township in 1872; he has eighty 
acres of land in Section 6. 

Patrick McQuillen is a native of Ireland, who came to Ford 
County in 1868, and settled in Section 32, Lyman Township. 

John Hummel was born in Germany August 7, 1834. He 
emigrated to America and settled in Hlinois in 185 4; he settled 
in Lyman Township in 1869, and has been engaged in farming 
since. 

George E. Reynolds, farmer, P. 0. Roberts, was born in 
Knox County, HI., November 12, 1859. He moved to Lyman 
Township in the spring of 1881, and has been engaged in agri¬ 
cultural pursuits since. 

Samuel Shute was born in Gloucester County, N. J., October 
19, 1821. He moved to his present home in 1868. He owns 
820 acres of fine land in this township. 

John Roberts was born March 23, 1835, in Sussex Couqty, 
England. He came to this county in 1859, and settled on Section 
32, Lyman Township. He was one of the earliest settlers of the 
township. 

Nicnolas Hummel was born in Germany September 18,1836. 
He lives on Section 5, where he has a good farm. 

I. C. Newman is a native of Madison County, Ohio. He 
came to Illinois in 1852, and to this township in 1867. He owns 
<* farm in Section 8, where he is engaged in farming and stock- 
raising. 

Robert H. Gresham was born in Christian County, Ky., Sep¬ 
tember 6, 1848. He came to this State in 1850, and to Ford 
County in 1882. His business is a farmer, P. O. Roberts. 

John Crawford, farmer and stock-raiser, was born in Albany 
County, N. Y., in 1841. IJe came to the State of Hlinois in 
1865, and to Ford County in 1871. He owns a good farm in 
Section 2, Lyman Township. 

H. M. Wilcox was born in Stockbridge, Oneida County, N. 
Y. He left that State and came to Hlinois in 1868. He owns 
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a large farm, and carries on the dairy business. His post office 
. is at Thawville, Iroquois County, HI. 

John Cook was born in Germany in 1848. He emigrated to 
America in 1867, and settled in Hlinois in 1879. He lives on 
his fine farm in Section 13. 

B. F. Her, farmer, P. O. Roberts, was born 1848, in Tus¬ 
carawas County, Ohio. He settled in Lyman Township in 1874. 

Charles Fellwock is v a German, who came to this country in 
1861 # to better his condition. He settled in Ford County, iu 
1867. He owns a good farm on Section 35. 

George Minch, farmer, P. 0. Roberts, was born in Taxewell 
County, Ill., in 1847, where he lived till 1881, when he moved 
to Wall Township, where he owns the northeast quarter of 
Section 3. He owns 240 acres in Section 22, this township, 
where he resides. He was married in 1869, and has five children. 

F. W. Hailing, traveling salesman, was born in Tolland 
County, Conn., January 13, 1854, came to Illinois in April, 
1866. 

Prince Tobey, born in New York State in 1820, came to Ford 
County, HI., in 1865, P. O. Kearney Junction, Buffalo Co., Neb. 


PEACH ORCHARD TOWNSHIP. 

September 15, 1868, a petition was presented the Board of 
Supervisors, asking their aid in creating a new township out of 
the township of Dix, composed and described as the east two- 
thirds of the north half of Town 24 north, and the south half of 
Town 25 north, in Range 8 east, “ and on motion of Supervisor 
Davis it was ordered by the board that said territory be and is 
hereby set off in accordance with the prayer of said petition ; and 
it is further ordered that the territory set off shall be known and 
designated as the township of Peach Orchard.” 

In 1855, Joshua T. Nicholson planted 1,000 peach trees on 
the southwest quarter of Section 21, Town 25 north, Range 8 
east. This large orchard was cultivated for about twelve years, 
when the trees died and were never replaced. This is how the 
township come to be named Peach Orchard. 

William B. Holmes, Joshua T. Nicholson, Elick Nicholson, 
Alexander Nicholson and David Spencer, were the early settlers 
of the township until the fall of 1867, when the township was 
rapidly settled up. Among those coming were John Iehl, the 
Hunt family, G. and J. Dixon, John Wilson, Joshua Umbarger, 
John Conniff, W. B. Knight, George and William Foster, G. and 
O. Defriese, A. Heilman, Joseph Fletcher, John and William 
Boundy, Robert Ashley, P. Brady, William Underwood, Michael 
Siphilts, Ed McKanna, Henry Rowcliff, George and T. Arends, 
Charles Gardner, Isaac C. Day, T. D. Thompson, William Fra- 
sius, William Lackey, George Phillips, Lot Robb, T. and J. Mc¬ 
Laughlin and John Thacfcery. 

The first school building in this township was the “ Grand 
Prairie” (No 8), although a year or so before this was built, an 
old building was moved into the township from Wall, and used 
for school purposes; it was called the “Black College.” The 
first teacher was Robert Hutchinson. 

The first marriage in this township occurred in 1857, the con¬ 
tracting parties being Elick Nicholson and Miss Margaret Scott. 
Charles Rodenhour was the first person that died. He was 
buried on Section 8 in the fall of 1858. 

On the 29th of May, 1857, Miss Fanny A. Holmes, daughter 
of Squire Holmee, was bom, the first child in Peach Orchard. 
She is now the wife of Paul Keostner, and lives on the same 
farm where she was boro. 

This township has a railroad running diagonally across it, orig¬ 
inally known as the Gilman, Clinton & Springfield, now the 
Springfield Division of the Hinois Central. The township took 
$23,000 of stock, issuing bonds therefor for twenty years, draw¬ 
ing ten per cent interest. The road was completed in 1871, and 
trains were running that winter. 

D. K. Pearson, of Chicago, owned the east tier of sections in 
this township, and one day in November, 1866, he came down 
here and sold the entire tier of sections ; the average price paid 
was $8.50 per acre. Melvin, named afler the President of the 
Gilman, Clinton & Springfield Railroad, is the only village in the 
township. It was surveyed and laid out at the request of Enoch 
Hunt, and includes about sixty* five acres. It is situated on the 
south half of the northwest quarter of Section 1, and contains a 
fine school building, four churches, two elevators, one lumber 
yard, six dry goods and grocery stores, one agricultural ware¬ 
house, two blacksmith shops, one wagon shop, a drug store, a 
hardware and furniture store and a hotel. 

T. D. Thompson was the first station agent, and built the 
first house in the village. 

John Lyer was the first Postmaster, and opened the first gen¬ 
eral store in the village. 

The Supervisors have been: James Dixon, 1868; William B. 
Holmes, 1870; T. D. Thompson, 1871; Thomas F. Kingsley, 
1872; William B. Holmes, 1875; John S. Hunt, 1878; Jere 
Mathis, 1880; John Iehl, 1881, still in office. 

The following is a brief mention of the early settlers and lead¬ 
ing citizens of Peach Orchard Township : 

William B. Holmes was boro in England in 1820. He em¬ 
igrated to America in 1849, landing in New York. He came to 
Fond du Lac County, Wis., where he remained about three years. 
He then moved to Georgetown, Vermilion Co., Ill., and worked 
at the carpenter's trade for several years, then moved to what is 
now Peach Orchard Township in April, 1855, settling on the 
farm he now owns. He built the firet house, and turned the first 
furrow in this township. In 1860, the Prince of Wales’ suite 
—Capt. Carter, Hon. C. A. Ellis, now Duke of Rutland, and a 


German connected with the Royal family- 1 —with their servants, 
were in this part of the coantry hunting, and spent several days 
with Mr. Holmes. He was married, December 26, 1844, to 
Miss Elisa Wren, of Yorkshire, England. Mr. Holmes had 
held the office of Supervisor, Assessor and Justice of the Peace. 

Thomas D. Thompson was borrf in Belmont County, Ohio, in 
1847, where he resided until 1864. He then moved to Illinois, 
and in 1868 settled in Ford County, and was the first station 
agent at Melvin. He now is engaged in the grocery and dry 
goods business and is Postmaster of Melvin. Mr. Thompson has 
always taken a lively interest in the building-up of the churches 
and schools of this place. 

Enoch S. Hunt was bora in Marshall County, Ill., in 1833. 
He moved to La Salle County in 1847, and lived there until 
1868, when he moved to Ford County, settling on the same farm 
where he now lives. In 1854, he was married to Miss Mary 
Griffen. Mr. Hunt was instrumental in starting the village of 
Melvin and in securing the railroad across the township. He 
has a fine farm and excellent buildings, only a short distance 
from the village, where he resides. 

William S. Larkin was boro in Rhode Island March 5,1826. 
He came to Ford County from Connecticut, in 1857, settling in 
Lyman Township. He is now in business with his son-in-law in 
Melvin. They are running a creamery, shipping their butter to 
New Orleans. 

Edward S. Jenkins was born in Chester County, Penn., July 

4, 1842. He moved to Marshall County, Ill., in 1849, where 
he lived on a farm until the breaking out of the war. He en¬ 
listed in the Ninth Illinois Infantry, remaining in the service 
until the war closed, when he was honorably discharged and re¬ 
turned to his farm. He married Miss Sarah Robinson, of Canada, 
and moved to Peach Orchard Township. After farming for several 
years, he moved to Melvin and opened a meat market, and is 
still engaged in this business. 

Augustus P. Gould was born in Kendall County, Ill., October 

5, 1848, he lived there until 1858, when he moved to Dwight, 
Livingston County, fanning, attending school, and clerking in a 
store, until eighteen years passed away, when he moved to Melvin, 
Ford Co., Ill., and built and opened a store of general merchan¬ 
dise, which business he is at present engaged in. He was married, 
October 16, 1878, to Maggie E. Wolverton, of Pontiac. They 
have been blessed with three children. 

Edward G. Collins, born in Herkimer County, N. Y., Sep¬ 
tember 22, 1851. His parents died when he was a young man. 
Afler learning the harness maker’s trade, and being anxious to 
establish himself in business, came West, and settled in Melvin, 
where he has carried on his business with sucoess. In 1876, he 
was married to Martha M. Shute. This union has been blessed 
with two children. 

John S. Hunt came to the place where he now lives in the 
fall of 1867. He has a splendid farm of about 600 acres. He 
was first Collector of the township, also served two terms as Super¬ 
visor and was School Director for many years; is one of the trust¬ 
ees of the Methodist Church, to which he contributed largely. 
He always takes an active part in all the affairs of school, church 
or township. 

John Iehl was born in the Province of Alsace, France, in 
1839. When eleven years old, he, with his parents, came to 
America and settled in Lake County, Ill., and engaged in farm¬ 
ing. When he became of age, he started in life for himself, go¬ 
ing to Marshall County, Ill., and working on a farm. In 1867, 
he bought the northwest quarter of Section 28 in Peach Orchard, 
and farmed it until 1873, when he bought out the grain elevator 
in Melvin, and has carried on the grain business with success 
since. In 1871, he married Miss Mary Arends. They have 
had four children, two now living. In 1881, Mr. Iehl was elected 
Supervisor of the township, which office he still continues to hold. 

W. T. Gash was born in England June 8, 1837, where he 
lived until he was twenty-one years old, then came to America 
and began farming in Henry County, Ill. In 1869, he came to 
Peach Orchard and located in Section 23, where he still resides. 
In 1874, he married Miss Sarah A. Bevins. They have three 
children. 

Josiah Umbarger is a native of Pennsylvania; he was born 
in 1834, and at the age of ten years came West with his parents 
to Putnam County, Hi. In 1860, he married Miss Jane Allen. 
Mr. Umbarger has a fine farm of 240 acres, with substantial im¬ 
provements. 

Gerhard Defries was born in Germany in 1827. At the age 
of twenty-seven years he came to America aod lauded in New 
Orleans. He bought his present form in Peach Orchard in the 
spring of 1868. In 1857, he was married to Mias Hissky Hil- 
mere. They have a family of eight children. 

Henry Rowcliffe was born in England in 1843; he settled in 
Ford County in 1869, and still lives on his farm in Section 83. 
In 1859, he was united in marriage to Martha Dunn, of En- 
land. For his second wife he married Sarah Bell. They have 
ve children. 

William Cooper was boro in England in 1880. He came to 
America in 1862. He is a tailor by trade. He came to Peach 
Orchard Township from Fairbury, Ill., and went to farming. In 
1855, he was married to Miss Elisabeth Cole. They have a 
family of seven children. 

William Boundy was born in England October 30, 1832. 
He emigrated to America in 1857, first settling in New York 
State. He came to Peach Orchard Township from Peoria Coun¬ 
ty, Ill., in 1871. He was mairied to Elisabeth Hill, of England, 
March 27, 1853. They have six children. 

William Foster, farmer, was born in Rochester County, N. 
Y., in 1833; he came West and settled in Ford County in 1865; 


Digitized by 



he was married in 1859 to Miss Sarah Gill, and four children 
have been born to them; he has a good farm in Section 88. 

John Karsten is a native of Germany, where he worked on a 
farm for twenty-four years. He came to America in 1866, and 
settled in Marshall County, HI. In 1876, he came to Peach Or¬ 
chard Township. In 1867, he was married to Sophia Hose. 
They have four children. He owns 200 acres of land with good 
improvements. 

A. Buckhols is a native of Germany, who came to this country 
in 1852, working at various places for a number of years. He 
finally settled on his present farm in Section 1 in 1867. He 
was married in 1855 to Miss Caroline Fnnte, and the fruit of 
this union has been a family of eight children. . He now owns 
720 acres of land in this township, with excellent improvements. 

Henry Spellmeyer was born in Germany, 1840; he emi¬ 
grated to America with his sister in 1858, first settling in Mar¬ 
shall County; then, in 1868, came to Peach Orohard Township. 
In 1868, he married Miss Louisa Steinman. They have five 
children. 

John Thackary was born in England, 1834, where ho lived 
till 1865; then came to this country and settled in Putnam 
County, Ill., where he lived for several years. He then came to 
Ford County and located in this township. March, 1865, he 
married Catharine Phillips, and six children have been bom to 
them. Mr. Thackary now owns 480 acres of good land in 
Peach Orchard. 

William D. Spencer is the son of David W. Spencer, who 
was bora in Vermont in 1811, and came to Vermilion Coun r 
ty, Ill., in 1841, and bought 400 acres of land, which he 
worked several years, then moved to Georgetown, same county, 
and engaged in stock-raising, which he followed for a time. In 
the spring of 1855, settled in Peach Orchard; he died in 1857. 
Our subject was born in 1855 in Georgetown, Vermilion County, 

111., and came with his parents to this township. Ho was mar¬ 
ried to Miss Emma J. Terry, of St. Louis. They have three 
children. Mr. Spencer is preparing hjmself for the ministry. 

Thomas McLaughlin was bora in the North of Ireland in 
1829; emigrated to America in 1848, when he settled on a farm 
in La Salle County, Ill.; lived there for six years, then came to 
this township. He now owns the southeast quarter of Section 
36, one*half mile from Melvin. 

George F. Forney, farmer, P. O. Melvin, was bora in Put- 
nam County, Ill., 1845. At the age of twenty-two years, he 
married Elisa S. Allen, of Pennsylvania. They have four chil¬ 
dren. He settled in Peach Orchard Township in 1870; he was 
Town Clerk for three yean. 

Peter Conniff was bora in Ireland; at the age of six yean, 
he came to America with his mother and settled on a farm in 
New Jersey. He remained in that State about twenty years, 
then came to Henry County, III. He settled in this township in 
1857, and still lives on the same farm he first purchased. In 
1861, he enlisted in the Fourth New Jersey Regiment, and was 
in the service until the war closed. 

David Thompson was born in Belmont County, Ohio, in 1841. 
In 1863, he enlisted in the Seventh Illinois Volunteers. He 
settled in Ford County in 1869, on the place he now owns in 
Seotion 23. He married Margaret C. Fraser in 1865. 

James Dixon, farmer, P. O. Melvin, u a native of Manchester, 
England, where he was bora, 1836. In 1861, he enlisted in the 
Seventeenth Illinois Volunteers, and remained in the service 
until 1868, when he was honorably discharged and returned to 
Manhall County, 111. In 1867, he settled in Ford County, and 
has lived here since. In 1865, he married Miss Jane E. Hunt. 
They have seven children. 

Patrick Goggins is a native of the “ Emerald Isle. M He 
came to America in 1846, and first settled in La Salle County, 
HI. After living there twelve years, he moved to Ford County. 
He married Miss Catharine Clark in 1868, and three children 
have been born to them. 

W. J. Hunt is a native of Marshall County, Ill., where he was 
bora 1841. He remained there twenty-one years, working on 
his father’s farm, then moved to La Salle County, Ill. In 1861, 
he enlisted in the One Hundred and Fourth Illinois Regiment, 
and was in the service several years; then returned to his old 
home in La Salle County, where he remained until 1872, when 
he moved to Peach Orchard Township, and has Binee resided here. 

John M. Thompson was bora in Noble County, Ohio, April, 
1887. He lived there several years, then settled in Belmont 
County, and taught school for four years; also attended the 
academy at Belmont. In 1864, he settled in Grundy County, 

111., staid there a short time, then moved to Marshall County, 
and after living there three years he went to Woodford County 
and bought a form and worked it for four years, then sold out 
and came to Peach Orchard Township in the fiill of 1872, and 
engaged in general merchandising; he soon sold out to his 
brother and engaged in the sale of agricultural implements and 
lumber. In 1861, he was married to Miss Jane Day, of Bel¬ 
mont County, Ohio. They have two children. Mr. Thompson 
takes a deep interest in the church and schools of Melvin. 


PELLA TOWNSHIP. 

The territory now organised into Pella Township, originally 
formed a part of Stockton, and from 1861, when Brenton was 
organised, up to 1870, it formed a part of that township. 

This township was the youngest of the sisterhood of townships 
in Ford County, and was unfavorably located for early settle¬ 
ments, on account of its being mostly a low, level prairie, and 
exceedingly wet, except in the driest times of the year. The 
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Vermilion swamps extend across the northern part of the 
township, the South Fork of the North Vermilion River, a slow, 
sluggish stream, flows across the center, and various marshes and 
sloughs are scattered over the township, and much of the land 
was long regarded as irreclaimable. But of late years many Irish 
families have moved in and bought the wet lands, and at once 
began the work of ditching ana tile draining, and such other 
changes made as warrants the belief that Pella will soon rank as 
one of the best townships in the county. 

The first settler of this township was Robert Hall, who bought 
land in Sections 16 and 28; he came in 1857. The next settler 
was Henry Atwood, who settled on southwest quarter of Section 
22. Henry Mitchinson came the same year and settled on the 
northwest quarter of Section 22. Lyne Starling, a cousin of M. 

L. Sullivant, of Sullivant Township, settlod on Section 35. 

The first man to locate in Pella after the war was John Bales; 
the same year James McCarty and James Taggart came. In 
1868, Edward Doran. The McTier family, Robert Wells, An¬ 
drew Hickman, Hugh Rice, Abraham Fadden, M. C. Kice, Dan¬ 
iel Marble, William Andrews and Owen Murtaugh, settled in this 
township, and about the same time Charles Yates, James Sheldon. 
The Reed boys—Charles—Arby—Thomas—Butler and Ed, 
Thomas Correll, J. S. Ruff, ratrick McNoughton, Andrew 
Stuart, William Michael and John Ward. Lyne Starling, who 
came from New York, built the house in Section 35, known as 
the “ Old Brenton House.” This house was built of the best 
material and in a very substantial manner. The building of this 
large house and the extensive preparations for forming on a large 
scale by Mr. Starling were quite an enoouragement to the set¬ 
tlors. The Starling property was all of* Sections 1 and 8, east 
half of 17 and northwest quarter of 5 in Brenton and 31, 83 and 
35 in Pella. 

The first marriage in Pella was between Henry Atwood 
and Miss Mary Wylie. They were married by W. P. Pearsons, 
of Onarga, November 16, 1859. 

The first school taught in Pella was at the house of Henry 
Atwood in 1863, his wife being the first teacher. The first school- 
house built was the “ Reed Schoolhouse,” in District No. 1, But¬ 
ler Reed being the first teacher. 

The first town meeting was held at the Center Schoolhouse. 

Pella used to be an immense bay-field during the war, thou¬ 
sands of tons being annually cut, pressed and snipped to market. 

There is no village, post office or church in this township, 
the trading point for most of the citisens being Piper City, which 
lies close to the south line of the township. 

The Supervisors have been: Jaoob S. Ruff, 1870; James 
Sheldon, 1872; Robert Wells, 1878; James Sheldon, 1874; C. 

M. Blowers, 1877; George Eastwood, 1882; Thomas McDer- 
mont, 1883 and still in office; 

Some of the leading citizens of this township live in the 
southern part of the township among whom may be mentioned 
Joseph Mitchinson, a farmer, who was bora in England in June, 
1838. His parents ^rere formers, and Joseph worked on the 
form for several years then left there and came to America. He 
settled in this township in 1858 on Section 22. He has 120 
acres of rich forming land, and a comfortable home. In 1860, 
he married Elisabeth Agnew, of England, and the fruit of this 
union is six children, four of whom are now living. 

Among the leading formers and stock-raisers of Pella may be 
mentioned William P. Moore, who was bora in Perry County, 
Ohio, 1884. He left there in 1866, and settled in Warren 
County, Ill.; after living there two years, he moved on to his pres¬ 
ent form in Section 32. In 1862, he enlisted in the One Hun¬ 
dred and Fourteenth Ohio Regiment and served in the war until 
its dose. He was married to Eliza Hickman of Pennsylvania, 
in 1857. They have six children. Mr. Moore has been Road 
Commissioner for many years, and may be classed among the 
leading and successful formers of the county. 

Charles A. Cook was bora in London, Ontario, November 8, 
1845. He left Canada and settled in La Salle County in 1857, 
and came to Ford County, Pella Township, in 1870. He has a 
fine rich farm on Section 30, with pleasant and commodious 
buildings. Mr. Cook has been twice married, first to Angelina 
Dean in 1870 ; she died in 1877. In 1879, be married Miss 
Carrie Montelius; she died in 1883. He has two children. Mr. 
Cook is one of the leading and active men of the township. 


MONA TOWNSHIP. 

The township of Mona was set off from Rogers March 2, 
1870, being the last township organized in the county. When 
first created, it was call Delhi, at the suggestion of Supervisor 
Bishop, of Brenton Township, but several months after was 
changed to Mona, at the request of the citisens of the township. 

It was so named because many of the inhabitants of said 
township are natives of the Isle of Man. Through the kindness 
of Mr. David Keighin, we will give a brief sketch of that lonely 
island: 

The Isle of Man is situated in the Irish Sea, nearly equi¬ 
distant from the three surrounding countries. Its area is about 
220 square miles. Two-thirds consists of arable and meadow 
land, and the remainder of heath and moor. The climate is high¬ 
ly salubrious, being exempt from oppressive heats in summer and 
frosts in winter. The commerce is not great; the chief article of 
export is fish—herrings—bringing in a clear revenue of £40,000 a 
year. The language of the island is one of the three dialects of 
Celtic, which still continues to be spoken there. It is similar to 
the Irish ; therefore, the natives of Ireland, the highlanders of 
Scotland and the Manksman have little difficulty in understand¬ 
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ing each other. The island is divided into six Manors, and 
these subdivided into seventeen Parishes. The Isle obtained its 
name from the original founder and legislator of the islaind, 
Mannanan MacLer; the name being contracted to Mannin, and 
in later years to Mann. Mona, with which Mann is often con¬ 
founded, is rather a description of the island, than a name. Mona 
signifies isolated or lonely, and was doubtless applied to the isle 
by the inhabitants of surrounding countries. 

Mona Township is bounded on the north by Rogers Town¬ 
ship, on the east by Iroquois County, south by the township of 
Pella and west by Livingston County. It is a Congressional 
township, being six miles square. The north half is a fine body 
of undulating prairie land, settled by an excellent class of intel¬ 
ligent formers. 

The southwest part of the township is low, level land with 
deep soil, and in djry seasons capable of raising large crops of 
corn, while the remainder of the township is covered over with a 
lai^e marsh, called the Vermilion Swamps, now in process of 
drainage. 

The first settler in Mona was Matthew Faddling, who came 
here twenty*five years ago, and settled on Section 5 where he now 
resides. Among the early settlers may be mentioned Jacob 
Rolderman, Louis Falter, Sr., Wright Kemp, M. C. Lewis, 
Daniel Morrical, Thomas Kelly, John Looney, Thomas Heqvy- 
sides, Robert Lewin, Samuel Dowse, William Cowley, George 
Sherman, John and William Dancer, Henry Benson. 

The first town meeting was held at the house of Thomas 
Kelly, at which time David Keighin was elected Supervisor. 

The first schoolhouse was built on the northwest quarter of 
Section 32, Belle Hose boing the first teacher. Schools No. 3 
and 5 were started about the samo time. 

In the spring of 1867, fourteen new dwelling houses were 
being built in the township at the same time. 

The first poet office was at the house of John F. Bute, named 
Sugar Loaf, the mail coming from Clifton. 

The first religious services in the township were held in 
School No. 3. The Sunday school was started by George 
Sherman, who was the Superintendent for seven years. 

The town hall on the southeast quarter of Section 8, was 
built for the purpose of holding religious, political, social and lit¬ 
erary meetings. In 1876, a literary society was organized with 
John A. Scott, President; David Keighin, Vice President; A. 
Anderson, Secretary ; and M. A. Dinsmore, Treasurer, the cen¬ 
tral object being to cultivate a taste for literature among the resi¬ 
dents of the township. The exercises of the Mona Literary So¬ 
ciety were somewhat varied; the main object being the improve¬ 
ment of the social condition of the oommunity. Their efforts 
were ably seconded by other districts of Ford and adjoining coun¬ 
ties and liberal donations were received from Paxton, Piper City, 
Clifton and other towns. 

The society flourished until the village of Kempton was 
started in the northwest corner of the township, which drew 
away some of the citizens and much of the interest that centered 
at the hall. 

There are eight district schoolhouses in this township, two 
of them, the “Keighin” and “Kelly” Schoolhouses, are the hand¬ 
somest buildings, outside the villages, in Ford County. 

The first preaching in the township was at the Bute School- 
house, by Rev. M. C. Lewis, a Methodist preacher. The society 
then numbered fourteen members. 

In 1881, the society erected a church in Kempton, under the 
supervision of Rev. Joe Bell, pastor, and A. Stuart, R. F. Bell and 
James Kemp, Trustees. The new church was dedicated the 28th 
of April, 1882, by Rev. B. F. Tallman. R. F. Bell was ap¬ 
pointed the first Superintendent of the Sunday sohool. 

Kempton is the only village in the township, a station on the 
Kankakee A Southwestern Railroad. It was laid out in 1878, 
by Wright Kemp. The railroad company called their station 
Kempton, in honor of Mr. Kemp, who rendered them excellent 
service in securing the right-of-way for the railroad across the 
township. The village contains two general stores, one hard¬ 
ware store, one drug store, one lumber yard, two elevators, and a 
hotel. The population is about 200. J. W. Brown built the 
first frame house in the village. J. E. Seyster was the first sta¬ 
tion agent 

Among the early settlers and leading men of Mona Township 
mention may be made of the following: 

David Keighin is a native of the Isle of Man. He came to 
Tennessee in 1848, and to this township from Peoria in 1869. 
He has a fine farm of 480 acres, and a pleasant home on Sec¬ 
tion 11. In connection with his farm, he, with his son Charles, 
are engaged in the grain business in Kempton. Mr. Keighin 
was elected the first Supervisor of Mona, which office he ably 
filled for seven years. In the community and in all public en¬ 
terprises he takes a lively interest His warm heart and genial 
ways have made him an abundance of friends, and by his indus¬ 
try, honesty and integrity, is justly entitled to the respect of all. 

Thomas Kelly came from the Isle of Man in the spring of 
1849, in the same ship with David Keighin. He moved to this 
township in 1867, coming from Galva, Henry County, Ill. In 
reviewing the lives of successful men, how true do we find in 
nearly every instance, that hard work, economy and industry 
have laid the foundation of future prosperity. Mr. Kelly is no 
exception to this rule, and his large farm of 640 acres, suitable 
and substantial buildings, have Men acquired only by a life’s 
lqbor, and constant application. 

i Joseph McKinney is a son of Archibald McKinney, one of 
the early settlers of Brenton Township. Mr. McKinney came 
to Kempton in 1880, and bought out the hardware store and 
lumber yard of John McKinney, now in business in Piper City. 
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Joseph McKinney is a good basinets man, and by fair dealings 
has established a large trade. 

Samuel Dowse came to this township in 1868, settling on 
Seotion 8 . He now owns 860 acres of .fine land with good im¬ 
provements. He was Assessor for six years, and at present is 
Justioe of the Peaoe. He is a native of England. 

Louis Falter, Jr., was bom in Ohio. He came to Mona 
Township in 1869. He now owns 820 acres in Section 4. Mr. 
Falter is one of the active, progressive farmers of Ford County. 
He has a beautiful home, and is in the prime of life. 

John Looney is a native of the Isle of Man. Mr. Looney 
owns 240 acres of excellent land in this township. He is a 
shrewd man, well read on all principal topics. 

John A. Scott is a native of Washington County, Penn. He 
came to this township in 1870. He now owns all of Section 9, 
where he has erected a comfortable home, large and convenient 
bams and other buildings. He is the present Supervisor of the 
township. 

Henry Benson left England in 1854, and came to Kendall 
County, Ill., then to this township in 1867, settling on Section 
1. He owns a fine farm of 240 acres, with handsome improve¬ 
ments. 

The largest stock-dealers in the township are the Dancers— 
John and William. They came from Will County before the 
township was settled, with large droves of cattle to herd on the 
. Vermilion Swamps during the summer. They have herded as 
many as a thousand head that were placed under their care, in a 
season. In 1873, they came here to live, and now own 480 
acres of land. John is married, and has a fine house on Section 
14. They keep about 200 head of cattle on hand all the time, 
buying as fast as they sell. Johu Dancer is one of the Drainage 
Commissioners of the special Vermilion Ditch that is being con¬ 
structed across the swamps. 

Frank Drendel was born in Germany in 1838. He came to 
the United States in 1865, and to Section 21, Mona Township, in 

1868. He owns the west half of Section 21, and has always 
followed the occupation of farming. 

Robert Lewin, farmer, is a native of the Isle of Man. He 
oame here in I 860 . He owns a well-regulated farm of 480 acres, 
with handsome buildings. He is a thorough, successful man, 
and has accumulated by hard labor and shrewd management a 
goodly share of this world’s goods. 

Daniel Morn cal was bom in Laurel Hill, Va., 1886. He 
moved to Ohio, then lived in Indiana twenty-two years, and 
finally settled in Ford County in 1869. He has held the office 
of Justice of the Peace since the township was organised, and has 
been School Director several years. He is a farmer, and owns 
160 acres of land. 

George Essington, farmer, is a native of England. He came 
to this township in 1871, settling on Section 1. He %wns a 
good, well-improved farm of eighty acres. 

John Sutton was bom in England in 1885. He left there in 
1858, settling first in New York State, and then moved to 
Grundy County, HI., where he remained some ten years. He 
enlisted in the Ninety-first Illinois Regiment, and was in the 
service three years. He moved to Section 8 , .Mona Township, in 

1869, where fie has sinoe resided on his farm of 160 acres. 

John Thorodvke was bora in England. He came to this 

township from Grandy County in 1882 . He owns the north¬ 
west quarter of Section 81. Himself and wife are the parents of 
seventeen children, twelve of whom are now living. 

James E. Farley is the present Assessor.' He was bora in 
Pennsylvania, and came here in 1875, and now owns 240 acres 
in Seotion 5. Mr. Farley is a carpenter by trade, but most of 
the time is actively engaged in farming. 

James Kemp was bora in Kendall County, HI., 1858, and is 
the son of Wright Kemp, who now resides in Kankakee City. 
Mr. Kemp, the subject of this sketch takes a deep interest in all 
improvements, and is himself a natural mechanic. He has a 
beautiful home one-half mile west of Kempton. 


PERSONAL SKETCHES. 

CHRIS. ANDERSON, Roberts, was born April 28,1842, 
at Sanquhar, Dumfriesshire, Scotland, and came to Hli- 
nois in the fall of 1866. In the winter of 1866-67, he bought 
the southeast quarter of Section 4, Township 25, Range 9, and 
farmed until 1872. In the fall of that year our subject asso¬ 
ciated %ith John A. Montelius and George Campbell, of Piper 
City, under the firm name of Montelius & Co., as general store¬ 
keepers and grain merchants. In 1875, Mr. Montelius sold out, 
when the business was carried on under the firm name of Ander¬ 
son A Campbell, until 1878, in which year Mr. Campbell sold 
out and went to Piper City to commence his banking business. 
Mr. Anderson continued tne store keeping up to the fall of 1881, 
when he sold out to James Smith & Son, and took possession of 
the Roberts Exchange Bank in 1882. In the spring of 1888, 
he started the Roberts Brick and Tile Works. 

SWEN ANDERSON, Justice of the Peaoe, Sibley, was 
bora in Sweden, January 6 , 1844, and is a son of O. and Cary 
Anderson. He came to this country with his parents, and settled 
in Knox County, HI. In 1868, he settled in this county. Our 
subject was united in marriage with Latha Swenson, of Fairbury. 
HI. They have four children—Carry C., Albert F., George 
Theodor and James L. In addition to his official position, Mr. 
Anderson is a Notary Public, insurance and land agent 


HON. HUGH P. BEACH, Piper City. Judge Beach 
trapes his paternal ancestry back to the Hon. Daniel D. Tomp¬ 
kins, one of the early Governors of New York State, and subse¬ 
quently Vioe President of the United States for two terms conse¬ 
cutively under James Monroe as President; his ancestry on his 
mother’s side is traoeable to certain high official positions in Con¬ 
necticut The eyes of our subject first opened to the light of day, 
about forty years ago, in a humble log cabin in the then wildor- 
ness of Northern Ohio, near what is now the beautiful city of 
Cleveland. He received such education as the scant facilities of that 
early day offered to farmer boys, until about the age of fourteen, 
when, upon the death of his mother, he started oat to confront 
the fortunes of life and carve out a career for himself, unaided 
and alone. His first venture was in a printing offioe, which he 
entered as “ printer’s devil,” and in and from that position, 
through all the intermediate grades up to the writer of locals for 
a country journal, he served for several years, during which 
period he received his first substantial scholarship in the history 
of the political affairs of his country and the world. Time and an 
increase of knowledge awakened within him a desire to enter the 
legal profession, ana k favorable opportunity presenting itself, he 
changed his occupation, and spent the next succeeding years in 
the offices of two prominent lawyers. Hero he was found at the 
breaking-out of the late rebellion. At the firing on Fort Sum¬ 
ter, he at once volunteered for three years, or “ during the war.” 
The first company he joined (such was the patriotic rush to the 
defense of the country) failed to be accepted by the authorities ; 
he did not have to wait long, however, for the call for “ 300,000 
more” gave him an opportunity of entering the service as a pri¬ 
vate ; he remained for over four years and a half in oonstant serv¬ 
ice, and though but comparatively a boy, he served through all 
the various grades up to the command of a company, both in¬ 
fantry and artillery, holding his commissions about half the en¬ 
tire term of service. This took him through campaigns and en- 

S agements from the Ohio River to the Gulf, the Red River expe- 
ition, and the movement against Mobile and the attendant con¬ 
flicts, which resulted in its capture, in which latter operations in 
the field he was in command of his own company; he also after¬ 
ward rendered service in the Gulf Coast defense at the mouth of 
the Mississippi. Daring his term of service, he was from time 
to time under Gens. Grant, Sherman, Sheridan, Banks, Canby 
Smith and other distinguished commanders. Two slight wounds, 
only, attested to the many perils of this long and arduous service. 
After the assassination of President Linooln, he raised a contri¬ 
bution in his company of over $700 for the National Lincoln 
Monument at Springfield, and received an autograph letter of 
thanks from Gov. Oglesby, President of the Monument Associa¬ 
tion. Toward the close of his term' of service, he married the 
daughter of the late Captv Henry Lyon Smith, of the Engineer 
Corps of the old regular army, who was a graduate of West Point, 
and subsequently a Professor at that post. Capt. Smith was of 
New England birth, and after he graduated at West Point he 
was sent by the United States Government to Louisiana, where 
he married the sister of a classmate, and thus became connected 
with one of the firot families of Louisiana, among whom were a 
Governor of the State and several Generals and distinguished 
political leaders. One member (aunt to the wife of our subject) 
has, since the close of the war, filled the position of Librarian, 
first at the patent offioe, and next at the agricultural department 
at Washington. On returning from the army, Judge Beach with 
his young wife came direct to Ford County, HI., where he has 
since resided. Here he at once resumed the study of law in con¬ 
nection with other branches of professional business, and was ad¬ 
mitted to the bar about 1870, aud during the three succeeding 
years was engaged in private practice. In the spring of 1878, 
his fellow-townsmen elected him to the County Board of 
Supervisors, where, by his vigilance and advocacy of economy, 
retrenchment and reform in the management of the affairs of the 
county, he immediately attracted general attention and, very 
unexpectedly to himself, was taken up by the people and by an 
overwhelming majority elected, the same fall, to the offioe of 
County Judge of Ford County, to which position he has been re¬ 
elected for three successive terms. He is a Knight Templar, 
St. Paul’s Commandery, No. 84, Fairbury, HI.; he is also a 
member of the I. O. O. F., both Suborainate and Encamp¬ 
ment, and has been a Representative to the Grand Lodge of the 
State. He has also been President of the Board of Trustees 
of the village where he resides, and has held numerous o£her 
subordinate offioes. In politics, he is a Republican. In religion, 
he believes God reigns supreme. Judge Beach is counted one 
of the best orators of Eastern Illinois, and is pronounced by those 
who know him most intimately, to be a faithral, upright and just 
Judge. 

HENRY BENSON, farmer, P. O. Kempton, was bora May 
2,1839, aud is a son of Henry and Ann Benson, natives of 
North Lancashire, England, who had a family of nine children, 
six girls and three boys, Henry being the youngest son. The 
family emigrated to America landing in Philadriphia January 
6 , 1855, and came at once to Kendall County, HI., and settled 
on a farm near Lisbon where they -remained three years when a 
farm was purchased near Yorkviue, where the family lived nine 
years. In the spring of 1865, the mother died; the following 
year the farm was sold and the family separated, to find 
homes for themselves. Henry located in Mona Township, on 
his present place of residence, in the spring of 1867, when it was 
a wild prairie. On December 31, 1868, he was united in mar¬ 
riage with Hannah, daughter 6f Wright and Elisabeth Kemp, 
natives of Lancashire, England, who emigrated to the United 
States in 1849.. 'The issue of this union is a family of six chil¬ 
dren—Mary Alice, Horace Kemp, Henry Wright, Wilbur Jphn, 


Walter Elliott and Arthur Heap. The father of our subjeet 
died May 9, 1877. Our subject is a progressive man and keeps 
well up with the times, as is shown in the surroundings of his 
beautiful home and finely improved farm. 

W. A. BICKET, Sibley, resident agent and general man¬ 
ager for Hiram Sibley’s “ Burr Oaks farm,” war born in Can¬ 
ada in 1842. When but thirteen years old, he entered a store 
as clerk, and before he was fourteen became book-keeper of the 
establishment. In 1860, he oame to Chioago, Ill., where he 
entered a commission store as clerk and afterward became book¬ 
keeper. In 1868, he went to Minnesota, and enlisted in Uncle 
Sam’s service, remaining until the close of the war. He after¬ 
ward became head manager of a large manufacturing establish¬ 
ment which employed a quarter of a million dollars investment. 
In 1872, he came to the Burr Oaks farm, and has since been 
resident agent. t He has a vast amount of business to perform, 
looking after $1,000,000 worth of Mr. Sibley’s property at Sib¬ 
ley, and over the form. He is Supervisor of Sullivant Town¬ 
ship, a position he has held for six years, one year as chairman 
of that body. He has been a member of the village board three 
years, and has held all the township offices from Constable to 
Supervisor. He was married to Ellen Pratt, a native of Fari¬ 
bault, Minn., February 11 , 1867. They had eight children, six 
of whom are now living. Mr. Bicket is one of Ford County’s 
prominent and valued citizens, widely known and honored by! all. 

COL. CHARLES BOGARDUS, a man in the prime of life, 
is one of the most widely known and prominent business men 
of the county. He has at the early age of forty-two, a his¬ 
tory as a military officer, a reputation as a business man, and a 
fortune of his own accumulation, surpassed by few who stand 
at the close of life’s allotted span. Charles Bogardus was bora 
in Cayuga County, N. Y., March 28, 1841. Daring an epi¬ 
demic in 1847, almost his entire family, including father and 
mother, were sWept away by death. He was taken by an un¬ 
cle, W. H. Bogardus, who gave him the advantages of the com¬ 
mon school until the age of twelve years, when he secured a 
place in a grocery store at $1.50 per week, his uncle famish* 
ing him wiSi board and clothes. This place he held for four 
years, receiving advances in pay from time to time. All of 
his wages had been paid over to his uncle as received every 
Saturday night On the expiration of his term ofservioe, he 
borrowed money to take him to Ridgeway, in Western New 
York, and commenced clerking and earning his first money at 
$8 per month. He continued hero until 1862, receiving an 
advance in salary each year. The benevolent uncle, although 
a poor man, had without the knowlndge of his nephew invested 
the small earnings of his first engagement, and without any 
charges for board or clothes, offered to turn over to him the 
whole amount, whioh was firmly and justly declined with thanks. 
In ,1862, he was married to Hannah W. Pells, and in August 
of the same year enlisted as and was sworn in a private in 
Company A, One Hundred and Fifty-first New York Volun¬ 
teers. Here began, for one so ypung, a most active and suc¬ 
cessful military career. At the organization of the company, 
he was elected First Lieutenant, ana was promoted to the Cap¬ 
taincy of Company I December 12, 1862, to Lieutenant Colonel 
December 10, 1864, and brevetted Colonel by order of the Pres¬ 
ident of the .United States for gallant and meritorious services 
in one of the charges in front of Petersburg, Va., April 2, 
1865. The Governor of New York forwarded the President’s 
commission to him with the following autograph letter: u Colonel: 
I have the pleasure to transmit herewith a brevet commission con¬ 
ferred by the President, in recognition of your faithful and dis¬ 
tinguished services in the war. I feel a just pride in this ac¬ 
knowledgment of the gallantry and devotion of an offioer of 
this State, which serves to heighten the reputation won by the 
valor and oonstanoy of the soldiers of New York. Very truly 
yours, R. E. Fenton.” He participated in all the marches, 
skirmishes and battles, many of the hardest fought of the war, 
in whioh his regiment was engaged, which belonged to the 
Sixth Army Corns. He was wounded at Monocaoy, Md., July 
9, 1864, oaptured and escaped Richmond and Libby Prisons; by 
the severity of his wound, not being able to endure the transfer 
by ambulance, he was carried three miles on a stretcher to the 
Confederate hospital at Frederick City, Md. In a few days the 
Union troops captured that plaoe, and he was then sent to the 
offioers* hospital at Annapolis, Md. From thence, on crutches, 
home to cast his first vote for Lincolr and back again to his 
regiment, though not able to walk without his cane, and finished 
his military qareer With his old command, having been mustered 
out June 26,1865. After the dose of the war, he returned to 
Ridgeway, N. Y., and entered into partnership with his old em¬ 
ployer, with whom he remained a full partner until failing health 
from his wound received in 1864 compelled him to give up bus¬ 
iness. In March, 1872, he came to Paxton to make it his per¬ 
manent home, having found, by visiting, the climate favorable to 
his health, since which time he has been identified permanently 
with all worthy enterprises of the city and community. He and 
his estimable wife have a place in the hearts of our people, •es¬ 
pecially in those of the poor and needy, whose wants are diligent* 
iy and unostentatiously searched out and alleviated. 

S. P. BUSHNELL, President of the First National Bank, 
organised May 5,1888, Paxton, HI., was bora in Oneida County, 
N. Y., March 24, 1827, son of Rev. Calvin and Polly (Williams) 
Bushnell, former a native of Saybrook, Conn., latter reared in 
that State. She died at Roseville, Vermilion Co., Ill., at the age 
of nearly ninety years. Rev. Calvin Bushnell came West 
in 1886, and located in Kendall County, Ill. He died at Lisbon, 
HI., in 1862, aged eighty years. Our subject came West to 
Kendall County, III., with his parents, and here ho obtained but 
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a common school education. He was married, April 28, 1850, 
to Adeline McEwen, who bore him three children, two now Ur¬ 
ine—Emily J., wife of Dr. S. M. Wylie, residing in Paxton, 
ana A. S., assistant oashier of the First National Bank, Paxton. 
One child died in infancy. Mr. Bushnell bps been engaged in 
various enterprises, from tyne to time, with marked degree of 
success, having accumulated a competency, and is at present in 
active business, dealing in grain ; he owns several valuable tracts 
of .excellent farm land in Central Illinois. Our subject is cer¬ 
tainly one of the exemplary citisens of Paxton, and one of Ford 
County's most successful business men. 

RENSSELAER BOWKER, contractor and builder, Gibson, 
son of Cubing and Abigal (Rider) Bowker, was born April 6, 
1829, in Shefford, Shefford Co., Canada East. On the 28d of 
April, 1855, he was united in marriage with Mary Batchelder 
Spaulding. They have seven children—Albert Rensselaer, born 
September 6, 1859; Chellis Irwin, November 1, 1860, in Mem- 

5 bis, Tenn; Ella Spaulding, March 20, 1868; Lucy Elvira, 
une 16, 1864 ; Ernest 8., July 12, 1865; William Short, Oc¬ 
tober 21, 1866Abby Spaulding, April 14,1869. Mr. Bowker 
resides on Section 26, having come to this county in 1869. 

JAMES PORTER BUTTON (deceased) was born in Jefferson 
County, Ky., Jan. 29, 1822. Came to Ford County in 1852. 
Mr. Button was married to Mias Sarah R< Hock, in Fountain 
County, Ind., February 8, 1845. They have had a family of 
eight children, seven .of whom are now living. Mr. Button en¬ 
tered land in Section 25, Town 23, Range 10, in the township 
which now bears his .name. The present home farm was pur¬ 
chased of Joseph Coonts, who was an early settler of this county. 
Mr.Button filled many positions of trust with credit to himself 
and satisfaction to his constituents. He was the Treasurer of 
Ford County at the time of his death* which occurred at Paxton 
March 22, 1866. Sarah R., his widow, is a daughter of J&oob 
Hock, an early pioneer of Fountain County, Ind. W. J. Button, 
the second son, has bought out the heirs of the old homestead, 
comprising 820 acres, where his mother still resides. 

GEORGE CAMPBELL, banker, Piper City, was bom in 
Glasgow, Scotland, in 1844. He received his education at the 
High School in Glasgow, and at the age of thirteen years began 
work in the cashiers office of the North British Railway Com¬ 
pany, where he remained two and a half years, being promoted to 
the Passenger Superintendent’s Department, and afterward to 
be Superintendent of freight trains on the system, which position 
he held until 1872, when he left Scotland and oame to America, 
settling in Piper City. He engaged in business with Chris. An¬ 
derson, at Rooerts, until 1878, when he suoceeded to the bank¬ 
ing business of Messrs. Montelius A Son, in Piper City, which 
he still continues to ran with excellent success. Mr. Uampbell 
was married to Miss Jeanie Anderson in 1866. 

OBADIAH H. CAMPBELL is a son of James Campbell, 
a native of New Jersey, who moved to, Northumberland County, 
Penn., when about fifteen years old, where he died at an advanced 
age. Our subject was born in Pennsylvania Deoember 17,1811. 
In 1855, he oame to Indiana, where he lived one year, -and in 
the spring of 1856, he purchased the property of the heirs of 
Joshua Trrckel, at TriokeTs Grove, Button Township, Ford Co., 
Ill. He is one of the. oldest living settlers of this county, and 
owns and resides on -one of the first settled places in the county 
or Eastern Illinois. Mrs. Campliell was a native of Pennsylva-. 
nia, where she was born in 1817. She died February 2,1867. 
They had a family o£ nine children, eight now living. 

LYMAN D. V. CASTLE, livery, Kempton, a son of Londo 
and . Emeline Castle, was bora in Camden, Oneida County, N. 
Y., March 4, 1855. On April 25, 1878, he was united in mar¬ 
riage with Ada W. Brown, at Sannemin, Livingston Co., Ill. 
They have two children—Iva Adella and Judson. Mr. Castle 
settled here in November, 1882. 

REMEMBRANCE CLARK, Paxton, is a native of New 
Hampshire. He was bora in Stafford County in 1810, and 
brought up on a farm among the. Granite Hills. In 1884, he 
went to Frankfort, Me., where he remained until 1847; then set- 
tied in Bangor, Me., being engaged in mercantile business. In 
I860, he oame to Dlinois, settling in Paxton. He built a house 
that year, on the east side of Market street He opened a store 
in this house, which he kept up for several years, and in 1867 
built the largest brick business house in Paxton, known as Clark’s 
block. Here he opened his store which he, in company with his 
son-in-law, Mr. R. Crusen, carried op with good suooees, until he 
sold out to Mr. Crusen,who is now engaged in the hardware 
trade. Mr. Clark was married, in 1884, to Henrietta A. Dur- 
gin, a native of New Hampshire. They have been blessed with 
six children, two of whom are now living-—Elisa Ann, wife of 
R, Crusen, and Mary, wife of H. R. Daggett, of Petoskey, 
Mich. The business career of Mr. Clark has been that of an 
exemplary man, and although retired, on account of declining 
years, with an abundanoe of this world’s goods, he bids fair to 
enjoy many years more the position of honor and respect which 
is universally given him and his excellent wife by the people of 
this place. 

MILTON H. 'CLOUD, Paxton, the present Master in 
Chancery, was bora in Hamilton County, Ohio, 1842. His 
father, Vivian Cloud, was bora in Dearborn County, Ind., in 
1812. He was married to Sarah D. Gibson, a native of Penn¬ 
sylvania, in 1888. The result of this union was a family of 
twelve children. After his marriage he resided in Hamilton 
County until 1850, when he came to Illinois and settled in Taze¬ 
well County. He remained here until 1868, then went to El 
Paso where he now resides. The subject of our sketch was edu¬ 
cated at the academy in Washington, III., and afterward at 
Eureka College. He oommehced the study of law in the Chi¬ 


cago Law School, and in the winter ,of 1866-67 read law in the 
office of R. T. k J. J. Cassell, at Metamora, Ill., and was admit¬ 
ted to the bar at Ottawa in April, 1867. He began the practice 
of his profession at El Paso, where he remained for two years, 
then came to this place, where he has since resided. He was 
elected City Attorney for one term, and by appointment of the 
County Court was County Attorney in 1872, until the election 
of a State’s Attorney; he is now Master in Chancery. In Octo¬ 
ber, 1871, he was united in marriage with Alice rolhemus, of 
El Paso. The result of this marriage has been two children, 
both girls. In 1862, he enlisted in the Eighty-sixth Illinois In¬ 
fantry, and was in the army until wounded at the charge at Ken- 
esaw Mountain in June, 1864, when he was honorably discharged 
and returned home. Mr. Cloud is considered a good and success¬ 
ful lawyer, possessing a lucrative practice and a fair share of the 
business in this and .adjoining counties. 

P. A. COAL, publisher and proprietor of the Gibson En¬ 
terprise and Sibley Index , was bora in Washington, Washing¬ 
ton Co., Penn., November 28, 1854. He is a son of Dr. W. P. 
T. and Mary (Williams) Coal. His father was a native of Hor- 
nellsvjlle, Steuben Co., N. Y., and his mother of Kentucky. Mr. 
Coal came in 1859, with his parents, to Fremont, III. He 
never attended the public school, but at the age of about eight 
years entered the high school at Fremont, on a first-grade 
certificate, and subsequently attended the State Normal Univer¬ 
sity, and began teaching school before he Was fourteen years of 
age. Our subject has taught in McLean, Champaign and Ford 
Counties for over eleven years. He engaged in the newspaper 
business at Sibley, 111., in Deoember, 1879, publishing the Sib¬ 
ley Index y which he still ooutinues to edit. In June, 1888, he 
moved to Gibson, and started the Gibson Enterprise , which 
is one of the most flourishing papers in the county. Mr. Coal 
was married, December 28, 1879, to Sadie Black, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Dungan, and a native* of Indiana. Since 
the above was written, the Sibley Index has passed into the 
hands of M. T. Hyer. 

HON. J. H. COLLIER, Gibson, was bora in Oneida County, 
State of New York, in 1844. Joseph Collier, father of the sub¬ 
ject of our sketch, was a native of England, and when a youth of 
nine years came to America with his parents, who settled in New 
York State. He removed to Lake County, Ill., in 1855, and is 
at present making his home with his son, Hon. J. H. Collier, 
in Gibson. Our subject kept a general store in Hhntiey, 
McHenry Co., Ill., for several years, and in 1862, at the age of 
eighteen, he enlisted and served in the army for the Union until 
1866, and rose through all the grades of rank to that of Captain 
of his company. In 1871, Mr. Collier came to Ford County, 
settling at Gibson, which was then a small village, and embarked 
in the hardware and agricultural implement business, the first in 
that line in the town: During his residence here the people 
have called Mr. Collier from private to public life, and that nis 
services have been entirely acceptable bis many re-elections will 
testify. He has served from Town Clerk through the various 
offioee to Chairman of the Board of Supervisors. He has been 
elected from this district to the Thirtieth, Thirty-second and 
Thirty-third General Assemblies, occupying during the Thirty- 
second, positions as Chairman of Committee on Labor and Manu¬ 
facture, and on Committees on Fees, Salaries, Penitentiaries, 
Militia and Senatorial Apportionment He has the credit among 
his constituents and brother members of being one of the best 
workers for the State and National good. Our subject has re¬ 
cently erected two very fine business rooms in the Opera Block, 
Gibson, one occupied by himself in the hardware trade, on the 
same spot where he first began business in 1871. The first wife 
of Mr. Collier died in 1872; their only child died one week be¬ 
fore the mother. He married for his seoond wife, in May, 1875, 
Miss Hattie McClure, daughter of B. H. McClure, one of Drum¬ 
mer Township’s best known citisens. The result of this union 
has been two children. Mr. Collier is one of our best citisens, 
and has at all times been strictly identified with the.general busi¬ 
ness and social interests of Gibson. 

FRANC L. COOK, Paxton, son of Col. H. D. Cook, is the 
present State’s Attorney, and one of the leading lawyers of Pax¬ 
ton. His father, Col. Cook, was bora in Oneida County, N. Y., 
in, 1817, and was married to Johanna Hkll, a native of that 
county, in 1840. They removed to McLean County, HI., in 
1858, and this has been their home, with the exception of some 
time passed in Woodford County. He was elected to the Legis¬ 
lature in 1860, and in 1862 entered the army as Captain in the 
Fourth Dlinois Cavalry, and when mustered out bore the rank of 
Colonel. On his return from the army, he was re-elected to the 
Legislature, and shortly thereafter was appointed by the Governor 
Financial Agent for Illinois to settle claims of this State.against 
the General Government In this position he procured the pay¬ 
ment of nearly all the amounts claimed, manifesting great business, 
tact and ability. When the railroad and warehouse oommis¬ 
sion was organised under act of the Legislature, Col. Cook 
was appointed by Gov. Beveridge, a member of this board, 'and 
at its organisation became the Chairman. This position he filled 
with honor to himself and satisfaction to the people until his 
deaths which .occurred in 1878. He left a wife, two daughters and 
two sons. Mrs. Cook and one son, Prof. John Cook, reside at 
Normal. The daughters, Mrs. A. Sample and Mrs. F. W. Gore, 
reside in Paxton. This is also the resideqpe of the subject of 
our sketch, who was bora at the old home in Oneida County, N. 
Y., in 1842. He* came to Dlinois with the family, and was in 
the employ of the Dlinois Central Railroad, as agent at Kappa, 
for four years. He was in the employ of this State at Washing¬ 
ton, from 1866 to 1870, collecting soldiers’ claims; he also 
served as Clerk of Committee on Foreign Affairs, Gen. Banks, 


Chairman, United States House of Representatives; and as Clerk 
of Committee on Territories, Senator Cullom, Chairman. Mr. 
Cook was in the oensus office of 1870, having in charge T&blo 
No. 8, and supervising the pay of Marshals. - He was educated 
at Eureka ana Knox Colleges, and graduated from the Columbia 
Law College at Washington, and admitted to the bar in 1871. 
He began the practice of nis profession in Paxton in 1872. Mr. 
Cook has served as City Attorney one term, and, as before stated, 
is the present State’s Attorney of Ford County. In 1870, he 
was united in marriage with Mias Kate Anderson, of Blooming¬ 
ton. She is a.lady of exoellent culture, as visitors to their pleas¬ 
ant home in Paxton can testify. 

JOHN H. DUNGAN was among the first settlers of Ford 
County, having settled on the southwest quarter of Section 13, 
Town 28, Range 7, now Drummer Township. He owned at one 
time, in addition to the homestead, the southeast quarter of Sec¬ 
tion 14. Our subject is a son of John R. and Ellenor Dungan, 
natives of Kentucky, who settled in Jefferson County, Ind., in 
1811, where they resided till death overtook them. John R. 
Dungan died at the age of sixty-five. His widow was aged eigh¬ 
ty-four at the time of her death. Our subject was bora in Jef¬ 
ferson County, Ind., and educated at South Hanover. In 1842, 
he was united in marriage with Mary A. Fay, of Portage County, 
Ohio, daughter of Hon. Basset Fay, of Massachusetts. His home 
was in sight of that of the late Hon. J. A. Garfield, with whom he 
volunteered to go to the war, but physical disability prevented 
the enlistment He was one of the delegates from Portage Coun¬ 
ty who nominated Garfield for the State Senate, his first public 
position. After being rejected as a soldier, Mr. Dungan con¬ 
cluded to remove to Ford County, Dl., and improve lands pur¬ 
chased bv him in 1856. Thereupon in the fall of 1861, with his 
five motherless children, poor tools and little money, he located 
on the wild prairie. It was a hard life for the pioneer as for in¬ 
stance corn would be hauled to Paxton and sold for 10 cents a 
bushel, and cotton cloth purchased at 60 cents a yard, coffee, 40 
to 60 oents a pound, and other necessaries in like proportion. On 
one occasion ten bushels of oorn were traded for one bushel of 
wild gooseberries. Schools, churches, mills, etc. were few and 
far between. He contributed toward the building of the first 
mill and the first church at Paxton, and believes he has a little 
stock in nine other churches in the county. He has four chil¬ 
dren living,*all married. Two reside in Kansas, the others in 
Iowa, and all in oomfortable circumstances. One son, the young¬ 
est, died and was buried in Gibson Cemetery. He has a fine 
brick residence, large frame barn, extensive orchard and grove, 
and farm well hedged; he built the fourth house in the town of 
Gibson; has been engaged in the grain and seed business for 
fifteen years. Mr. Dungan, by reason of his age, has retired 
fron^ active business, and calmly awaits the time when the final 
summons comes, and his remains are laid away in the Gibson 
Cemetery, where he has selected the place and erected a monu¬ 
ment. 

JOHN C. DUNHAM, Paxton, was bora in Tolland County, 
Conn., July, 1881, son of Rev. E. and R. (Herris) Dunham, natives 
of Tolland County, and both children of Revolutionary sires. Mr. 
Dunham reoeived a New England school and academic education. 
At the age of twenty-two years, he went to Canada, where he 
pmeticea dentistry and obtained a medical education. From 
Canada he dame to Loda, Iroquois Co., Ill., in 1861, and here 
.continued the practice of dentistry for several yeare, and in 1875 
started in the newspaper business, publishing the Loda Register , 
at Loda. Our subject had several adventures in the newspaper 
line during his earlier years. Mr. Dunham is at present pub¬ 
lishing the Eastern Illinois Register , at Paxton, Ill., in connec¬ 
tion with the Loda Register. He was twice married; first, to 
Miss Harriett McBuraey, a native of Peterboro, Canada. 
She died in 1878, and in 1880 Mr. Dunham was again married, 
on this occasion to Elisabeth G. Knapp, a native of Memphis, 
Tenn. 

MERTON DUNLAP, Paxton, was born at Leyden, Cook 
Co., Dl., October 18, 1845, and has always lived in this State. 
He is a son of Hon. M. L. andiEmeline (Pieroe) Dunlap, natives 
of New York State, but who came to Dlinois in 1886. Our sub¬ 
ject’s father was a well-known and successful fruit grower and 
nurseryman. For twenty-two years he was the agricultural cor¬ 
respondent of the, Chicago Tribune , over the nom de plume of 
“ Rural,” and for many years editor of the Illinois Farmer. He 
held many offices of trust, and was a member of the State Legis¬ 
lature when his county (Cook) had but four members. The fam¬ 
ily removed to Champaign County in 1857, where the father died 
in 1875. The mpther still lives at the old homestead at Savoy, 
with which is connected one of the largest orchards in the State. 
Merton reoeived his early education in the public schools, subse¬ 
quently attending the Dlinois College at Jacksonville. He has 
a practical knowledge of the German language, having spoken it 
from childhood. On attaining his majority, he became a member 
of the nursery firm of M. L. Dunlap k Sons, Champaign County, 
where he continued until 1872, when he removed to Patton 
Township, Ford County, and there engaged in the same business. 
In 1878, the question of excessive charges by the railroads agi¬ 
tated tiie farmers and business men of the State. Mr. Dunlap 
took an active interest in this-issue, becoming Secretary of the 
Patton Township Farmers’ Club, and also Secretary of the Ford 
County Farmers’ Association. In August of that year, he was, 
to his great surprise, and without any solicitation on his part, 
nominated for County Clerk. There were several candidates be¬ 
fore the convention for that office, and no one having a majority, 
Mr. Dunlap, who was Secretary of the convention, was taken up 
and nominated almost unanimously. He was elected in the fol¬ 
lowing November. At his second and third nominations, he had 
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no opposition in his own party, and at his third election his po- 
litical opponents made no nominations against him, and placed 
his name upon their tickets. This indorsement by the people, 
without regard to party, was a recognition of Mr. Dunlap’s ability 
and fidelity as a public officer. During a service of ten years in 
his position as County Clerk, he has omlected and paid into the 
county treasury fees amounting to more than $7,000 above the 
allowance for salary. In 1880, the Board of Supervisors, recog¬ 
nising the increase of the business of his office, and as a matter 
of justice, voted to him the sum of $500 per year as clerk hire for 
the two remaining years of that term. His salary having been, 
as usual, fixed previous to his election, Mr. Dunlap declined to 
accept this extra allowance, but continued to pay his assistants 
out of his own salary. This action on his part the more firmly 
settled the public confidence already so strongly manifested in 
him. Immediately following his second election, expecting to 
retire from public office at the close of that term, Mr. Dunlap be¬ 
gan the study of law with Alfred Sample, Esq., employing all 
his spare hours at night in pursuit of his studies. In 1880, he 
was examined and admitted to the practice of the law by the Su¬ 
preme Court of this State, standing fourth in a class of thirty? 
three. Feeling that his entire services are due the people so long 
as he occupies his present official position, he has declined to 
make any effort to build up a law practice. Mr. Dunlap is a 
Methodist, having attended that church from youth, and for many 
years has been Superintendent of the Paxton Methodist Episco¬ 
pal Sunday School. He is a member and Secretary of the Pax¬ 
ton School Board. His tastes are of a literary character, and 
his library, where he spends nearly all of his leisure time, is 
quite large and very carefully selected. His chief pleasure is to 
be at home with his family. He married, September 26, 1867, 
Miss Mattie L. Beecher, a native of Connecticut, but more re¬ 
cently a resident of Champaign County, Ill. They have had 
three children—Harry, Edith and Cora. Edith, a bright child 
and of amiable disposition, died in 1881. Harry graduated, June ; 
1884, from the Paxton High School, where Cora is still a pupil. 
Naturally obliging and accommodating, a true gentleman in all 
his relations with the public, putting forth every effort for the 
proper discharge of his official duties, Merton Dunlap is deserv¬ 
edly one of the most popular men ever called upon to devote his 
time and talents to the public welfare. 

GEORGE S. EGGLESTON, lumber dealer, Gibson, son of 
Abram and Sally (Hoskins) Eggleston, was born iu St. Law¬ 
rence County, N. Y., May 25, 1888. In 1867, in Brooklyn, N. Y., 
he was united in marriage with Josephine Gerald, of Randolph, 
Mass. They have had five children—Warren N. (died in Gibson 
in 1882), Elbert Lynn, Myron Lee, Forrest C. and Wyvil 
Walker. 

MATTHEW ELLIOTT (deceased) was born March 4, 1799, 
in the District of Columbia. When about twenty-one years old, 
he came West to Ohio, where he remained until the spring of 
1850; then came to Ford County, III. (then Vermilion), and en¬ 
tered land in the southeast quarter of Section 25, and moved his 
family here from Ohio in the spring of 1852. He purchased the 
home place-of Benjamin Stites, who entered the land and made 
the first improvements where Franklin Holloway now lives, in 
Button Township. Mr. Elliott died August 23, 1881. They 
have a family of five children. W. H. H. Elliott owns and re¬ 
sides on the old home place. Mrs. Annie Elliott, widow of Mat¬ 
thew Elliott, and mother of W. H. H., is still living at the ripe 
old age of seventy-four, and makes her home iu Champaign City, 
HI. 

JOSEPH P. GRAHAM, Roberts, is the youngest and only 
surviving son of A. B. and Louisa (Cole) Graham. He was 
born in Franklin County, Ohio, August 13, 1859. He moved 
with his parents to Warren County, IU., in 1866, and to Ford 
County in 1867, settling on Section 20. Here the subject of 
this sketch and his father own a finely improved farm of' 200 
acres, pleasantly situated two miles from Roberts. Two years 
ago they erected their handsome residence (a sketch of which is 
shown in this work), the finest bouse in Lyman Township, beau¬ 
tifully located on a natural elevation commanding an extensive 
view of the surrounding oountry. Mr. Graham is Town Clerk 
of Lyman, and in all his business transactions has ever proven 
himself honorable and trustworthy, and one of the active and 
progressive farmers of this county. 

DAVID W. GREEN, farmer, P. O. Gibson City, is ai son 
of David and Sarah (Skeed) Green; born in Ross County, 
Ohio, August 1, 1827. His parents settled in this county Octo¬ 
ber 5,1870, and he came seven days later. On August 15, 1851, 
he was united in marriage with Augusta Hynes in Ross County, 
Ohio. They have thirteen children—Herbert, Melvina, Julia, 
John, Victoria, George, Anna, Lincoln, Emma, E4a, Wilbert, 
Emmitt, Josie. 

HENRY C. HALL, grain dealer, Paxton, was born in Fount¬ 
ain County, Ind., October 10, 1841, son of* James D. and Elisa 
(Wisman) Hall, former a native of Ross County, Ohio, latter of 
Virginia. At the age of three years, our subjeqt moved with his 
parents to WarrenCounty, where they remained four years; then 
came to Ford County, Ill., settling at Henderson’s Grove, in 
Button Township. Henry C. was educated in the public schools, 
and in the winter of 1860 began teaching school in the Campbell 
District, teaching in this and the Blanchard District until 1863. 
In 1861, he moved to Paxton, where he now resides, and in 1865 
went into partnership with his father, under the firm name of J. 
D. A H. C. Hall. They bought grain and stock, shipping to 
Chicago. In 1871,_ Mr. Hall went into partnership with D. H. 
Snyder, of Gibson. They had the honor of shipping the first 
oar of grain from that place to Chicago, also the first to ship over 
the L. E. A W. to Toledo. Hall A Snyder also shipped large 


quantities of stock. In July, 1874, they sent forty car loads of 
cattle and hogs from Gibson to Chicago. Mr. Snyder withdrew from 
the firm in 1881, and Mr. T. Ross is now in company with Mr. Hall. 
They have the only elevator in Gibson. Our subject was mar¬ 
ried, October 10* 1872, to Mary H. Pierpont, daughter of Leon¬ 
ard Pierpont, and a native of Litchfield County, Conn. They 
have three children, all girls. Mr. Hall has held the office of 
Town Clerk three years, Township Treasurer eighteen years, and 
City Alderman four years. He is one of the prominent and re¬ 
liable business men of Paxton. 

ELI HARVEY, Siblev, was born on his father’s farm in 
Clinton County, Ohio, in 1&39. He received his education in a 
log schoolhouse. In 1857, he emigrated to Malden, Ill., where 
he resided on a farm until 1860, when he removed to Loda, Ill. 
Here he commenced a career as overseer of a large landed estate, 
a position he has held for twenty-two consecutive years. His 
position at Loda was overseer, general manager and paymaster of 
Adam Smith’s 2,000-acre farm, a position he held until 1875, 
with the exception * of the year 1867, when he came to Burr 
Oaks farm to oversee the planting of hedge fences of nearly 
100 miles in extent, and as a fact worth mentioning here, Mr. 
Harvey put in the first hedge plant in Sullivant Township with 
his own hand. In 1875, he became overseer of the Burr Oaks 
farm, and has held that position to th’e present time. Mr. Har¬ 
vey may be said to be in reality a self-made roan. His educa¬ 
tion is a broad and generous one. His merits have been repeat¬ 
edly recognised by his employers, and the people have held a 
continual claim upon him, as we find him holding the several 
positions of School Director for twelve consecutive years. Town¬ 
ship Constable for six years, Overseer of Highways for six years. 
He was the first Town Clerk of Sullivant Township, which 
obtained its first organization through his efforts. He is one of 
our best citizens, and takes a pride in the advancement of all 
public interests. 

LESTER S. HEATH, hardware, Melvin, was born near 
Lockport, Will Co., Ill., February 14, 1848, and is a son of 
Joseph and Achsah Heath, who settled in Will County in 1838. 
On December 28, 1870, our subject was united in marriage with 
Mary Jane Brown, of Joliet, Ill. They have four children— 
Harry Lester, Lizzie A., Amey B. and Joseph Rolla. Mr. 
Heath settled in Melvin in 1873. 

JOHN F. G. HELMER, Paxton, Deputy Circuit Clerk, 
was born near the city of Ullrecehamn, 8weden, November 14, 
1849. In 1867, he came to this country, settling in Paxton. 
He was educated in the public schools of his native place, and 
latterly in the colleges at Grenna and Jonkoping, Sweden. In 
1869, he entered the employ of S. D. Cooper, druggist, in this 
city, and remained here until 1881. He was appointed Coroner 
of Ford County from 1874 to 1878, which office he filled with 
satisfaction to all. In 1881, he was appointed Deputy Circuit 
Clerk under Weaver White, which position he still retains. He 
is also agent for the leading steamship lines to Europe. Mr. 
Helmer is very popular in thiq, county, and is one of Paxton’s 
prominent young men. He is considered to be the best penman 
among the county officers. He was married, June 4, 1879, to 
Augusta W. Frederickson, a native of Grenna, Sweden. 

CHARLES B. HENDERSON. Samuel E. Henderson, 
father of the subject of this sketch, was born in Virginia. He 
moved to Logan County, Ohio, where he lived the remainder of 
his days. He died in the winter of 1877, having reached the 
patriarchal age of ninety-one years. . Charles E. Henderson, the 
subject of our sketch, was born in Loudoun County, Va., February 
3, 1825. He went with his parents to Ohio, and there remained 
until he became a young man, receiving such education as the 
times and locality afforded. In 1850, he went overland to Cali¬ 
fornia, remaining three years, then returned to his old home in 
Ohio, where he was married, May 23, 1854, to Miss Ann Boggs, 
daughter of William Boggs, one of the early pettlers of Logan* 
County, Ohio, and a native of Pickaway County, Ohio.- He died 
at the age of eighty-two at his old home in Logan County, Ohio, 
where he had lived for more than fifty years. In 1855, Mr. and 
Mrs. Henderson came to Decatur, Dl., where he engaged in the 
grain business until 1858, when they again returned to their pld 
home in Logan County, Ohio. Here they remained until 1865, 
when be located in Ford County, where he has engaged in vari¬ 
ous avocations, chiefly farming and dealing in stocks. He was 
one of the incorporators of the First National Bank of Paxton 
in 1871. Upon his present home farm in Patton Township is a 
station of the Lake Erie & Western Railroad called Henderson 
Station, where our subject has a store and commodious grain 
house and telegraph office. The store and office of the railroad 
are under the management of his son Harry. 

JAMES OSCAR HUGHES, pharmacist, Gibson, son of 
Lewis H. and Elizabeth Jane Hughes, was born in Woodford 
County, Ill., April 29, 1849. On August 18, 1873, he was 
united in marriage with Emma G. Livingston, at Ureka, Ill. 
They have one child—Walter Guy. Mr. Hughes came to this 
county in 1875, and in 1878 the firm of Hughes & Thompson 
succeeded J. R. Lott, druggist. In August, 1882, Mr. Hughes 
bought the interest of his partner, S. A. Thompson, since which 
time he has conducted the drug business alone. 

JAMES KEMP, Kempton, P. O. son of Wright and Eliza¬ 
beth Kemp, was born in Kendall County, Ill., November 24, 
1858, and came to Ford County with his parents in 1866. He 
was united in marriage with Carrie M. Switzer July 31, 1877, at 
a place called Eldridgeville, Kankakee Co., Ill. They have three 
children—Mary B., Ada B., Myrtie E. Mr. Kemp lives on 
Section 1, Sullivan Township, Livingston County, about a half 
mile west from the old home. 

WRIGHT KEMP, now residing in Kankakee City, III., 


was one of the early settlers in Rogers Township, Ford County, 
having settled on Section* 81, in March, 1866. He* is a son ol 
John and Betty Kemp, and was born March 18, 1823, in New¬ 
tonmore, Cheshire, England. On January 22, 1843, he was 
united in marriage with Elizabeth Butterworth, in Middleton, 
England. In the year 1848, he bade adieu to his wife and three 
children and set sail for America, landing in New Orleans after 
a voyage of seven weeks from Liverpool. After a time, he 
made his way to Kendall County, Ill., where he had an uncle, 
for whom he engaged to work by the month as a farm hand. 
The following year he wrote for his wife and family to come to 
him, and in due time Mrs. Kemp with two children (one child 
having died since his departure from home) landed in New York, 
and by way of the canal and the lakes reached Morris, Grundy 
Co., Ill., where the re-union of husband and father with wife and 
family took place, A farm was rented in Kendall County, on 
which they settled, and for many years farmed on shares as 
renters. About the beginning of the war, Mr. Kemp purchased 
a farm, and paid a considerable money down. His corn crop 
was immense that year, and could not be marketed at more than 
15 cents per bushel, which so discouraged him that he permitted 
the land to go back to the owner before him. This farm he 
rented one year, and an early frost materially injured the com, 
yet what was marketable was sold for more than $1 per bushel. 
The next year, he lived on a farm in Grundy County, near 
Nettle Creek. He purchased 160 acres of land on what is known 
as Grand Prairie, Ford County, and in the winter of 1865-66, 
he hauled lumber for a house and other buildings to be put up 
the following spring. On March 1,1866, the family, with house¬ 
hold goods and stock, left neighbors and friends in Grandy County 
for the new home in Ford. The roads were in a terrible con¬ 
dition, and streams were overflowing their banks. The journey 
was by way of Dwight, across the unbroken prairie, till they 
reached the residence of Mr. Shoemaker, where a stop was made 
for a few days, after which they took up their abode in a shanty 
three miles from the location of their new home, where the family 
remained till the father and Mr. Shoemaker had built the new 
house, known far and wide in its day as the large white boose. 
Some two or three years after this, he purchased 1*20 acres lying 
opposite, at $12.50 per acre. The town of Kempton, a station 
on the Kankakee & Southwestern Branch of the Illinois Central 
Railroad was laid out by Mr. Kemp in 1878, and so named in 
his honor as he materially advanced th« interests of the residents 
of this section by securing right of way through Rogers Town¬ 
ship. He afterward purchased 320 acres of land west of Kemp¬ 
ton, in Livingston County, on which his sons John and James 
now reside. Mr. Kemp purchased a house and lot in Kankakee 
in 1883, where he now lives with wife and youngest boy, Wright 
E., enjoying rest as only those can that have labored hard and 
earned it. Mr. and Mrs. Kemp were the parents of the follow¬ 
ing children: Sarah, Hannah, Elizabeth Ann, Mary Ann, 
Elizabeth, James, John, Francis C. and Wright E. The eldest 
daughter married, and lives in Newton County, Ind., where Mr. 
Kemp purchased 160 acres of land. The second daughter, 
Hannah, married Henry Benson in 1869; they live five miles 
east of the old home. The third daughter married John Clay¬ 
ton, and lived but about one year. In 1877, the oldest son mar¬ 
ried, and lives one-half mile west of the home place. November 
24. 1879, the second son married, and lives one and ofie-half 
miles southwest of the old home. Francis C. is a merchant in 
Kempton. 

FRANK G. LOHMAN, Roberts, the present Superintend¬ 
ent of Schools in Ford County, was born January 7, 1849, 
in Watertown, Wis.; son of Frank and Sophia (Vick) Loh- 
man. The subject of our sketch received his education in the 
Northwestern University at WatertoWn, and after finishing his 
studies there he began teaching school, continuing at it for many 
years. In July, 1869, Mr. Lohman left Wisconsin and came to 
Ford County, settling on a farm in Patton Township, where he 
carried on the business of farming for several years. In 1875, 
he began teaching school again, and has been connected with 
school work in this county since. In 1882, he was elected by 
the citizens to fill the office of County Superintendent of Schools. 
This office he still holds, having given entire satisfaction to the 
people. August 22, 1878, Mr. Lohman was united in marriage 
with Miss Florence B. McCann, a native of Henry County, 111. 
This union has been blessed with two children. Mr. Lohman 
is at present making his home in Roberts, this county. 

ALEXANDER MoELROY, Paxton, was born October 
27, 1886, in Greene County, Ohio. He attended the common 
school and labored on a farm until fourteen years of age, when 
the death of both of his parents occurred. From that time 
until December, 1855, he attended the private and high schools 
of his native county, and then entered Antioch College at Yel¬ 
low Springs, Ohio, where he remained until the spring of 1857. 
Horace Mann was President of 'the latter institution during the 
time Mr. McElroy was a pupil there. The subject of this sketch 
came to Monmouth, HI., in April, 1857, and there read law with 
J. G. Madden until August, 1859. He removed to Paxton in 
November of the same year, forming a partnership with Nathan 
Simons, then County Clerk. Mr. McElroy was admitted to the 
bar by the Supreme Court in 1861. Subsequently he held part¬ 
nership with John F. Yoss and George Toms. In 1875, he 
moved on a farm near Paxton on account of poor health and 
other causes, where he remained until June, 1878. In the 
spring of the latter year he was elected Justice of the Peace for 
Patton Township, and was re-elected to the same office in 1881. 
Mr. McElroy and Mary E. Hanley were united in marriage, Jan¬ 
uary 10,1865. They have two children—John II. and Mat^aret 
G.; the latter is usually known by the pet name of Daisey. 
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Alexander McElroy is highly respeoted u a citisen, and as an 
official he has the entire confidence of his constituents. 

M. K. McDOWELL, live stock, etc., Gibson, a son of Thomas 
G. and Elizabeth (Keeney) McDowell, was born in Montgomery 
County, Ind., April 13, 1841, and settled with his parents in 
Livingston County, Ill., in 1843. On September 27,18o6, he was 
united in marriage with Mary Morgan, of Strawn, Livingston 
County. They have two children—Frank B. and Thomas C. 
Mr. McDowell settled in Gibson in 1878. 

FRANK C. McDOWELL, live stock, etc., Gibson* a son of 
Thomas G. and Elisabeth (Keeney) McDowell, was born in Mont¬ 
gomery County, lnd., March 16, 1839; was united in marriage 
with Laura Morgan, of Strawn, III., March 29, 1871. They 
had one child, Stellie, who died February 8, 1876. Mr. Mc¬ 
Dowell settled in Gibson in 1873. 

McDOWELL BROS. This firm was formed in 1866, and 
has continued uninterruptedly to this time. This firm have 
during the time been engaged in farming, buying and selling 
stock and butchering. For thirteen years past, their business 
has been dealing in live stock and butchering exclusively. This 
is the oldest firm in this line of business in the city. 

HUGH MEHARRY was born in Connersville, Penn., 
February 12, 1797, and the next year moved with his parents to 
Adams County, Ohio, where he resided until 1828, when he 
married Miss Susan Ambrose, and afterward moved to Mont¬ 
gomery County, Ind., near Shawnee Mound, where he and his 
new bride settled for life. By industry and economy, and the 
great opportunity then offered for buying cheap lands of a very 
superior quality, he amassed a large fortune. His father died 
before he left Ohio. About two years after the son moved to 
Indiana, his mother also moved from Ohio with six more sons and 
one daughter, and settled at Shawnee Mound, near Hugh’s. The 
brothers and sisters all married and settled in the neighborhood, 
and like their brother Hugh were very prosperous, and became 
wealthy, notwithstanding their large donations to churches, col¬ 
leges and other benevolent institutions. Prominent among his 
philanthropic deeds, was the endowing of a professorship in the 
Central Tennessee College, Nashville. He contributed largely 
in the building and endowing of the Asbury, now the DePouw 
College, of Greencastle, Ind., and the Wesleyan University of 
Bloomington, Ill. Wh$n this part of Illinois was comparatively 
new, Hugh Meharry came out here and secured a large amount 
of land. On his first trip through this part of Illinois, which is 
now Ford County, he remained over night at Ten Mile Grove 
with John Crothers, in a log house yet standing on the farm now 
owned by John M. Hanley, Esq. During the evening he got 
into conversation with Mr. Crothers, and Mr. Meharry made 
some inquiry about the health, and the morals generally of the 
people. Crbthers became excited, and jumped up and slapping 
his hands together, said : “ I have lived here for sixteen years, 
and I thank God I have never had a preacher or doctor in my 
house.” He l.ke his father raised a large family, all the mem¬ 
bers of which he settled in Illinois on good farms, excepting one 
son and daughter, the former owning and occupying the old 
homestead at Shawnee Mound, and the latter, to whom he gave 

I, 400 acres of land near Ambia, Ind. When Mr. Mehfcrry was 
about seventy-three years old, his *wife having died some three 
years before, he left his old home and came to live with his chil¬ 
dren in Illinois, making his home with his son, F. Meharry, and 
his son-in-law, Robert Blacks took. He died in his eighty-fourth 
year, while on a visit to his son-in law, Rev. John A. Kumler, 
Bement, III. His remains were brought to Paxton and funeral 
services held in the Methodist Episcopal Church on the 27th 
day of December, 1881. llis remains were then taken and in¬ 
terred in the family cemetery at Shawnee Mound, Ind. He was 
an active, faithful and consistent member of the Methodist Episco¬ 
pal Church for sixty-nine years, and died in the full assurance 
that he was going to join loved ones who were safely landed on 
the other shore. Truly it can be said of him in the language of 
the Psalmist, “ Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, they 
rest from their labor and their works do follow them.” 

FRANK MEHARRY, Patton Township, was born in Mont¬ 
gomery County, Ind., August 10, 1831. Hugh Meharry, father 
of Frank, was born near Connersville, Penn., February 12,1797, 
but was raised in Ohio. Susan Ambrose Meharry, wife of Hugh 
Meharry and mother of Frank, was born in Virginia, but came 
with her parents to Highland County, Ohio, while a child, and 
grew up to womanhood in that county. She died in 1835 in Mont¬ 
gomery County, Ind. November 9, 1854, the subject of our 
sketch was married to Miss Margaret Blackstock, a native of 
Canada, and sister of Robert Blackstock, of the Ford County 
Bank. After his marriage, Mr. Meharry lived in Montgomery 
County for five years. In 1859, he left there and came to Ford 
County, purchasing 640 acres of fine land of Joseph Coonts, 
which lays four miles west of Paxton, and is one of the choice 
farms of Ford County. This farm is well improved and upon it 
stands one of the finest residences in the county. Charles Me¬ 
harry, brother of Frank, came to Ford County in 1869, and re¬ 
sides four miles west of Paxton on a beautiful farm. 

.JOHN H. MOFFETT, Paxton, was born in Clayton, Adams 
Co., Ill., in 1857, son of Samuel R. and Mary (Strong) Moffett, 
natives of South Carolina. In 1834, Samuel R. Moffett left 
South Carolina, and settled in Monroe County, Ind. In 1855, 
the family removed to Adams County, Ill. Remaining here a 
period of two years, they returned to Indiana, and in April, 
1865, they came to this place. The subject of our sketch, re¬ 
ceived a good common school education, and subsequently attend¬ 
ed Monmouth College two years; he began his law studies with 

J. R. Kinnear, of Paxton, and was admitted to the har in 1880, 
at Springfield, and began the practice of his profession in oom- 
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pany with Mr. Kinnear in this city, which oontinned until May, 
1883, when the partnership was dissolved by mutual agreement, 
Mr. Kinnear removing to Seattle, Washington Territory. Mr. 
Moffett is now associated with Judge Tipton, of Bloomington. 
In 1881, he was elected City Attorney of Paxton, which office 
he filled for two years. In April, 1878, he was married to Mar¬ 
tha S. Grey, daughter of Samuel Gray, of Loda, Ill. The father 
of our 'subject diea in Paxton in 1879, his mother resides in this 
place. Mr. Moffett is a young man of integrity, industry and 
of unquestionable ability. 

JOHN A. MONTELIUS, Piper City, real estate and grain 
merchant, is one of the prominent and popular business men of 
Ford County, well and favorably known to the public for his in¬ 
nate integrity of character, and his firmness in the advocacy of all 
good principles conducive to a high moral standard and a religious 
life. He was bom in Union County, Penn., May 29, 1844. 
Here he passed the days of his youth, and when eighteen years 
old began clerking in a store at Center Hall, Penn. Subse¬ 
quently he was in the employ of a National Bank in Philadel¬ 
phia. In 1866, he left Pennsylvania and came to Illinois, lo¬ 
cating at Piper City, Ford County, and with Dr. Piper opened 
the second general store in the new village. In 1873, he en¬ 
gaged in the banking business, and started the Piper City Bank, 
which he continued with good success until 1878, when he sold 
out to George Campbell. Since then Mr. Montelius has turned 
his attention principally to the real estate business, and is at the 
present time the largest land owner in the county, owning over 
4,000 acres. He, in company with his brother, Edward, is con¬ 
ducting an agricultural warehouse, and they are also engaged in 
the grain business. In 1867, Mr. Montelius was united in mar¬ 
riage with Miss Kate Gast, a native of Pennsylvania. The re¬ 
sult of this union has been a family of six children, five of whom 
are living. Our subject has one of the finest places in Piper City, 
and is one of her most valued citizens. 

DAVID PATTON (deceased) was bom in Ross Co., Ohio, 
December 20, 1815. Thomas Patton, father of David, emi- 

S rated to Vigo or Parke Counties, Ind., when David waa about 
iree years old. They remained there only a few years. In 
1823, the family moved to Fountain County, Ind., where Thomas 
Patton died. December 10, 1844, David was married to Miss 
-Jane Cade, daughter of William Cade, who settled in Fountain 
County in 1823. November 2, 1854, David Patton came to Illi¬ 
nois and settled in Button Township, then in Vermilion County. 
Here he resided until his death, February 29, 1880. He en¬ 
tered 480 acres of choice land in Section 33, Town 28, Range 14 
west, in Button Township. There are eight children, all living 
near the old homestead, where the Widow Patton still resides. 

WILLIAM H. PELLS. Biographies are the material of 
which history is made, and it will be found that when the history 
of this great country of ours, the home of, and the structure of 
the middle classes, is finally written up, that there will be ample 
material for the ornamental part of the edifice, but the face brick 
of the solid wall will be of suoh as is here presented, of good, an¬ 
cestral clay, tempered by industry and perseverance, molded in 
integrity and benevolence, and burned in necessity and responsi¬ 
bility. As such, the subject of this sketch, a self-made man, the 
best exponent of our nation’s glory, and an encouragement and 
inspiration to all hofiest endeavor, stands a worthy example. 
William H. Pells was born in Poughkeepsie, N. Y., June 12, 
1813. His education, which had been in the public schools of 
his native city, was terminated by the financial failure of persons 
for whom his father had indorsed, and he, at the early age of 
thirteen, was thrown on his own resources. He went to the city 
of New York, and began life for himself as the driver of a milk 
wagon. After six months, he obtained a situation as clerk in a 
grocery store, which he held until the spring of 1880. He then 
sought fortune in the western part of New York, then “ out 
West.” Reaching Palmyra, he found himself without a dollar, 
and then for three months recruited his finances by chopping 
wood and clearing lands. Moving on to Ridgway, he continued 
with his ax, and while but a boy made his mark on some of the 
best farms of that township. On the 19th of November, 1881, 
he began clerking for H. Francis, at Ridgeway. By industry 
and frugality, fortune’s servants, he here laid the foundation of 
his amide fortune, which classes him, if not now, certainly will, 
with his energy and promised lease of life, among the millionaires. 
With the slow earnings of his position invested in the then cheap 
lands of that district, ne began to as utne the responsibilities of, 
and to take a lead in real life by, first, joining himself, in 1886, in 
the holy bonds of matrimony to Maria B. Whitaker, a native of 
Norfolk, England; second, after *a ten years’ clerkshij), by be¬ 
coming a full partner in the business, in 1841, and finally, in 
1846, sole proprietor, in which capacity he conducted a very 
successful business until 1851, when he sold a one-half interest 
to a brother, and the whole in 1856, thus closing his career as a 
merchant. In the same year, the Medina & Alabama Plank 
Road Company, having lost heavily on the same, Mr. Pells pur¬ 
chased that part leading from RidgeWay to Medina, binding 
himself to re-build it, and to save the company harmless from its 
obligations under its charter. This he did against the judgment 
of all, who thought that the nature of the ground was such that 
the cost of construction and maintenance would be a ruinous 
venture. However, he re-built it with stone and gravel in a most 
thorough manner, and at great expense. It soon was recognized 
as one of the best roads in the state, there probably not being 
more than one equal, that between Albany and Troy. This he 
operated until the charter expired in 1881, it pavings handsome 
yearly revenue from the beginning. In 1856 he journeyed 
westward, and, in company with R. R. Murdock ana Leander 
Britt, purchased and laid out Prospect City, now Paxton. He 
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secured, in 1859, the organisation of Ford County, and in the 
same year the choice of Paxton by ballot to be the county seat. 
He gave muoh of his time, energy and means to the town he had 
founded, and many of its best features of business enterprise, 
churches and schools are due largely to his good judgment and 
liberal support. In 1876, during a period of rest and recreation 
at Petoskev, Mich., he became impressed with the salubrious cli¬ 
mate, the fertile soil, and the general attractiveness of the situa¬ 
tion, and, guided by his sound judgment, invested in some 18,000 
acres of land. He has since seen the county in which it was 
located, Emmet, grow from a wilderness, inhabited by 100 whites 
and 1,100 Indians in 1875, to 7,000 whites and 800 Indians in 
1880, and now there are about 12,000 whites. The extension 
of the G. R. k I.^R R. northward in 1882 passed near the center 
of Mr. Pells' tract of land, and a flourishing little village, named 
in honor of itsproprietor Pel Is ton, is situated on the same. There 
were born to William and Maria B. Pells three children, two of 
whom only survive—Hannah W., wife of Col. Charles Bogardus, 
of Paxton, with whom Mr. Pells makes his home, and Edgar Z. 
Pells, of Ridgeway, N. Y. This truly happy union was severed 
after a continuance of only nine years by the death of the wife 
and mother, and since that sad event almost forty years ago, Mr. 
Pells has made the memory of her, who was the partner and sol¬ 
ace of bis early trials, the companion of his old age. Such is the 
biography of one whom Ford County delights to honor; a man 
of sterling integrity, with a heart that is moved by generous 
impulses, a purse well filled, that opens to the cry of the needy, 
letting not the left hand know what the right hand doeth, and 
with a judgment clear and correct. He is a man with a strong 
sense of duty, a perception that grasps the future, a will that ar¬ 
gues and works out its cause, and a mind that grows with its 
problem. He is a faithful husband, a loving father, and a suc¬ 
cessful business man. 

JAMES W. RAMSAY, Piper City, the efficient and nopular 
Sheriff of Ford County, was born in Adams County, Ohio, in 
1847. His father, William C. Ramsay, was a native of Adams 
County, born in 1826. He * as a carpenter by trade. In 1852, 
he left Ohio, and settled ten miles northwest of Bloomington, Mc¬ 
Lean Co., Ill.; he was married to Mary Jane Baldridge, a 
native of Adams County, Ohio. The result of this union was 
nine children, eight now living. James W., or u Will,” as he is 
familiarly called, was educated in the public schools, and at the 
age of seventeen, enlisted in the One Hundred and Forty-fifth, 
Company K, 100-day men, in 1864, from Pontiac, Livingston 
County. In 1866, he was married to Mary E. Henry, a native 
of Ashland County, Ohio. This union has been blessed with a 
family of five children, one of whom is dead. After his mar¬ 
riage, our subject lived two years in Livingston County, and then 
moved to Piper City, this county. In 1872, he wa9 appointed 
Police Constable of Piper City, also was Deputy Sheriff under 
S. B. Lyman for eight years, and upon the latter retiring from 
office, he was elected to fill his place as Sheriff of Ford County ; 
his father died in 1867 in Chatsworth, 111., and was buried in 
Piper City, where his widow now resides. Mr. Ramsay is a 
very popular man in this county, having won the confidence of 
all by his strict attention to business and duty. As an officer, 
he is efficient and thorough, discharging all duties promptly and 
fearlessly. He makes the Sheriff's office what it shoula be, the 
protector of right and punisher of wrong. 

EDWIN RICE, deceased, was born in Worcester County, 
Mass., December 21, 1834, son of Silas and Almira (Corey) 
Rice, former a native of Massachusetts. They were marriea 
September 12, 1825, and afterward resided at Ashburnham, 
Mass., where Mrs. Rice died February 26, 1848. In this small 
New England Village, our subject grew up to manhood. He 
attended an academy at New Ipswich, and later in Oxford, Mass., 
drawn to the latter institution by his regard for the Principal, 
Dr. Homer Hitchcock, now of Kalamazoo, Mich. In the spring 
of 1855, he came to Chicago and secured a position with D. B. 
Fisk k Co., where he remained only a short time; he then lo¬ 
cated at Lisbon, Kendall Co., Ill., and obtained a position in a 
dry goods store with John Moore. After several years of con¬ 
stant attention and close application to business, he succeeded in 
forming a copartnership in the mercantile trade with Mr. Moore. 
This partnership lasted but about one year, when Mr. Rice was 
compelled through failing health to retire from the dry goods bus¬ 
iness, and, during the remainder of his residence in Lisbon, de- 
yoted his time to fanning, trading and other out-door pursuits. 
Our subject was married, August 10,1859, to Miss M. Almarine 
Moore, who was* raised ana educated in New York State,-a 
daughter of Schuyler Moore, a native of Connecticut, and who 
when quite young came to New York, and located at Skaneateles, 
where he resided until his death, which occurred in 1863. Mr. 
Rice spent one year in California, in 1861-65, looking after 
considerable property belonging to the estate of his deceased 
mother-in-law; and upon returning East was employed one year 
with a leading grain firm at Morris, Ill. In December, 1866, 
Mr. Rice located in Paxton, Ford Co., III., where he purchased 
the “ Fredericks Elevator,” and here engaged permanently in 
the grain trade, and from this time until his death managed his 
business in the careful, judicious and systematic manner that was 
certain to bring success. From time to time he extended his 
business and engaged in other enterprises, being one of the in¬ 
corporators of the first bank under national charter in Ford 
County, which bank surrendered its charter in 1876, and re or- 

S nixed as the Ford County Bank, in which he waa a partner at 
e time of his decease, and was quite extensively connected 
with the Linseed Oil Work of Toledo, Ohio. Personal super¬ 
vision, keen industry, simple and eoonomical habits of life were his 
wont, and he was fair and honorable in every transaction. Being 
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without family, he and his genial wife have at all times extended 
the hospitality of their roof to the deserving and needy. For sev¬ 
eral years, Mr. Rice was an invalid, and had been a great suf¬ 
ferer at times. He died April 24, 1884, after two months' illness 
and intense suffering. 

ALFRED SAMPLE, so well known to the citizens of Cen¬ 
tral Illinois as having attained to honorable distinction in the 
legal profession, was born in Butler County, Ohio, November 
27, 1846. His parents were James Sample, a nativq of Ken¬ 
tucky, and Jane (Beard) Sample, who was a native , of Virginia. 
His father, recently deceased, was a farmer and stock-dealer, and 
engaged in railroad business, and was well known in the Western 
country as an upright man and an excellent citizen. Our subject 
received his early training on the farm and at the country school, 
which he attended until about eleven years of age, when he gave 
to agricultural pursuits his entire attention. In the year 1857, 
he removed with his parents to Livingston County, Ill. Novem¬ 
ber, 1868, Mr. Sample, although but sixteen years of age, en¬ 
listed in Company G, One Hundred and Twenty-ninth Regiment 
Illinois Infantry, and immediately went into active service. He 
was in Gen. Sherman’s campaign and march to Atlanta. In, the 
battle of Res&ca, he was severely and at that time supposed 
to be mortally wounded. He was shot in both arms and breast, 
on account of which, being unfitted for duty, he was honorably 
discharged December 6, 1864. On returning from the army, he 
entered Eureka College, where he remained three years, going 
thence to Monmouth, where he completed his education, having 
taken a special course in both colleges and having given special 
attention to the classics and mathematics. While at college, he 
taught school at different intervals during vacations, and for one 

{rear after leaving college. Mr. Sample then began the study of 
aw under the instruction of Col. R. G. Ingersoll, then of Peoria, 
but now of Washington, D. C., which he continued until 1871, 
when he was admitted to the bar. During the same year, he 
came to Paxton, where he has since practiced with marked suc¬ 
cess, building up an enviable reputation as a lawyer and an active 
and enterprising citizen. Mr. Sample is a Republican in 
sentiment, but has not allowed political matters to interfere 
with his profession; and yet, although he has never sought polit¬ 
ical preferment, he was chosen a Presidential Elector in the Gar¬ 
field campaign, and has been State’s Attorney for eight years, 
and City Attorney for four years—facts which testify to his pop¬ 
ularity. Mr. Sample was married, in September, 1875, to Miss 
Florence A. Cook, a daughter of Col. Cook, who is well known 
in State history, and who was brought prominently before the 
public in our late war. They have one daughter—Florence I. 
Sample. Mr. Sample has accumulated a handsome property, 
and, besides his home in Paxton, possesses other lands in, his coun¬ 
ty. Mr. Sample has won distinction as an attorney in railroad 
matters. A brief sketch of some of the more important cases 
will not be out of place here. During the discussion by the 
people of the railroad law providing for a rate of 3 cents per mile 
for passenger travel on roads of the class of the Illinois Central, 
two citizens of Ludlow were ejected from the train because they 
declined to pay the 4 cents per mile demanded by the company. 
They secured the services of Mr. Sample, who was satisfied that 
the company was clearly in the wrong, and that there were con¬ 
tinual violations of this law—in fact, the companies paid no at¬ 
tention to it. Shortly after this, a public meeting was held by 
the citizens of Paxton, at which resolutions were adopted request¬ 
ing Mr. Sample to take steps for the enforcement of this law. 
After corresponding with the Railroad and Warehouse Commis¬ 
sioners, Mr. Sample, in his usual energetic way, began the pre¬ 
liminary work. A meeting was again held at Paxton, the Com¬ 
missioners being present. Becoming satisfied that a vigorous 
prosecution of all violations of this law would speedily follow, the 
railroad companies decided to reduce their charges to the legal 
requirement, which has since that time been followed. After 
this, the Commissioners were troubled by the east and west lines 
utterly disregarding the law as to unjust discriminations on 
freight rates. The companies claimed that such lines as extended 
out of the State were not bound by the law, and defied the Com¬ 
missioners. Bailey A Swann ell, of Gilman, Ill., manufacturers, 
were discriminated against in shipping to New York City, a 
higher rate being charged from Gilman than from Peoria, a city 
eighty miles farther from New York. 

The Commissioners decided to make this a test case, and suit 
was brought by the Attorney General in the Circuit Court of 
Iroquois County. This case was transferred to the United States 
Circuit Court at Chicago. The Commissioners, not feeling sat¬ 
isfied with the condition of the case, by the consent of the Attor¬ 
ney General, placed the whole matter in Mr. Sample’s hands. 
Mr. Sample dismissed the case in the United States Court, as 
there was no probability of reaching it in that court for a long 
time, owing to the crowded condition of the docket. 

A new oase, with a new statement of the complaint, was be¬ 
gun in the Ford County Circuit Court. The court held that the 
statute did not apply to transportation from within, but without the 
State, and sustained a demurrer to the declaration, from which 
Mr. Sample appealed to the Supreme Court. This court prompt¬ 
ly decided against the railroad company, and sustained the law 
in its application to the above case of discrimination. The case 
was brought back, tried on its merits, the court deciding in favor 
of the people and fining the defendant. From this, the company 
took an appeal to the Supreme Court, when the decision of the 
lower court was affirmed, Judge Walker filing a most elaborate, 
able and exhaustive opinion in the case. 

HIRAM SIBLEY. It is not proposed in this sketch to 
place before the reader a detailed history of the career of this 
public-spirited man. That would require a volume in itself. 


Hiram Sibley was born in North Adams, Berkshire Co., Maas., 
February 6, 1807. He remained there until sixteen years of 
age, and then came to Western New York and resided three years 
in Lima, Livingston County. He then removed to Mendon, 
where he established a manufacturing village now known as Sib¬ 
ley vilie. lie successfully managed a foundry and machine shop 
in that village for a number of years, and in 1843 was elected 
Sheriff, at wnich time he removed to Rochester. It is a fact well 
known that the chief movers of the organization of the Western 
Union Telegraph resided in Rochester City, and it seems that 
Mr. Sibley conceived the project, and was the first President. 
He was the first to advocate the construction of the trans conti¬ 
nental line of telegraph. Upon proposing this scheme, it met 
with disfavor from his associates in this city, whereupon he went 
to New York, and calling a meeting of telegraph men, laid before 
them his plan for connecting the Atlantic and Pacific by elec¬ 
tricity. A committee was appointed by the meeting to report 
upon the proposed plap, and they reported as follows: First, that 
it was next to impossible to construct such a line; second, that 
if accomplished, the Indian, would destroy the line in the Territo¬ 
ries, and lastly, that it would not be a paying enterprise. That 
was the decision rendered by the assembled wisdom of all the 
prominent telegraph men in New York City, Cyrus W. Field and 
Peter Cooper among the number. They, together, endeavored 
to persuade Mr. Sibley to drop the whole scheme as one utterly 
impracticable. He replied with his characteristic promptness 
that he should take tne evening train for Washington and en¬ 
deavor to get an appropriation for the construction of the line, 
and that it should be built if he had to do it alone. He went to 
Washington alone, and in spite of all obstacles obtained the nec¬ 
essary legislation. The line was constructed and the results show 
it was a grand conception. Mr. Sibley was President of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company sixteen years, and was suc¬ 
ceeded by William Orton. While engaged in promoting the Rus¬ 
sian extension of the Western Union, our subject visited Russia, 
where he made some necessary negotiations with the Czar, re¬ 
ceiving many distinguished honors at the hands of Alexander 
II. Since resigning the office of President of the Western 
Union, he has been largely engaged in the construction and man¬ 
agement of railroads in the Western and Southern States. At 
present he is regarded as the largest farmer in the world, being 
the owner of the great “ Burr Oaks ” farm, formerly known as 
the “ Sullivant farm,” which contained 40,000 acres lying in 
Ford and Livingston Counties, Ill.; is also owner of much farm 
and city property in this State as well as in Michigan and New 
York. He has about 81,000,000 invested in his business in Chi¬ 
cago. Mr. Sibley is a man who is greatly interested in educa¬ 
tion. He is one of the Trustees of Cornell University; he 
founded and endowed the Sibley College of mechanical arts at 
Ithaca, at a cost of 8100,000 ; also Sibley Hall, Library and Mu¬ 
seum, which he presented to the Rochester University, at Roch¬ 
ester, N. Y. Mrs. Sibley also manifests deep interest in all mat¬ 
ters of charity and benevolence, and has given largely to various 
charitable institutions throughout the country. She has ever 
cherished with tenderest recollection the place of her nativity, 
and a few years since erected in her native village, North Adams, 
Mass., St. John’s Episcopal Church, at a cost of 825,000. This 
fine church edifice stands upon the spot where both Mr. and Mrs. 
Sibley were born. Although past threescore and ten, Mr. Sib¬ 
ley still retains the natural vigor of a hardy New England con¬ 
stitution, and the same active and untiring interest in his large 
and varied business affairs, which has characterized him through 
life. 

NORMAN E. STEVENS. Paxton, was born in Portage 
County, Ohio, April 25, 1834. He lived at Franklin Mills (now 
Kent) in that county until fifteen years old, and then went to 
Oberlin, Ohio, attending a preparatory school for nearly two* 
years. At the end of that time he became a printer’s apprentice in 
the office of the Elyria (Ohio) Courier. That office being destroyed 
by fire some months afterward, he went to Cleveland, Ohio, and 
served in the same capacity in the office of the Daily Foreet City , 
edited by Joseph Medill, now of the Chicago Tribune , for about 
a year, then changed to the Free Democrat. These two papers 
were afterward merged, making what is now the Cleveland 
Leader. In this office our subject completed his trade as printer, 
and in 1852 removed to Ashtabula County, where he purchased 
the Aehtabula County Democrat, which he sold in 1854, and 
went to Watertown, Wis., where he became a partner in the 
firm of Rose A Stevens, publishers of the Chronicle , supporting 
Fremont, the first Republican candidate for President. In 
August, 1857, Mr. Stevens removed to Minnesota, where he 
established the Wabasha Herald , and successfully conducted it 
for eight years. In January, 1865, he located at Paxton, and 
established the Record , which he has published since, with the 
loss of but two issues. In 1879, he was elected to serve in the 
Thirty-first General Assembly of Illinois, the only time in his 
life he was ever a candidate for office of any description other 
than some municipal position filled only as a matter of duty' to 
the public. Mr. Stevens was married to Ada H. McMillen, in 
Watertown, Wis., March 19, 1857, and, during his residence in 
Minnesota, two sons—Edgar N. and’H. Arthur—his only children 
—were bom, both now living. Edgar N., the oldest, being a 
partner with him in the publication of the Record. 

DANIEL C. STONER (deceased) was boro November 27, 
1808, near Fredericktown, Md. His father having died, his 
mother moved the following spring to Dayton, Montgomery Co., 
Ohio. At the age of fourteen years, he was apprenticed to the 
tanner’s trade, serving four years. During this time he received 
three months’ schooling each year. At the a^e of eighteen, he 
began teaching school and “ boarding round ,T in Montgomery 


County, receiving $15 a month. This was the first money he ever 
earned. In 1828, he left Ohio and moved to Lauramie Township, 
Tippecanoe Co., Ind., and began improving a 200-acre farm. In 
the summer of 1850, he came through this section of the country 
on a prospecting tour, and being well pleased with the lands in 
this county, he took up the identical farm of 747 acres in Sec¬ 
tions 8, 4, 9 and 10, Range 9, Patton. He moved his family 
onto this farm in the fall of 1851. Our subject was marriea, 
July 6, 1833, to Susan Abel, a native of Cincinnati, Ohio. Her 
father settled in La Fayette, Ind., in 1831, and worked at his 
trade of merchant tailor. This union was blessed with seven 
children, four now living—John F., who resides at the old home¬ 
stead ; Barbara Ann, wife of N. B. Day; Minerva C., wife of 
William Perdue, of Paxton; and Rebecca J., wife of Calvin C. 
Robinson, living in Kansas. Mr. Stoner was Captain of the 
State militia, and during an Indian scare at La Fayette in 1833, 
he, with his men, were ordered to La Fayette, and after remain¬ 
ing there several days, the scare having vanished, they returned 
home. For many years, our subject has figured but little in 
public life, but in the early days of the county, he played a con¬ 
spicuous part in the creation of the county, was appointed 
the first Assessor of Ford County, and was elected the first 
County Treasurer. Mr. Stoner departed this life September 
21, 1882; his wife, Susan, died in March of the same year. 
Thus, one by one, the pioneer settlers of Ford County are passing 
away, and in a few years there will not be left one to tell the 
story of the early settlements. Mr. Stoner was an honorable 
and enterprising citizen, and the Stoner family justly ranks 
among the representative families of Ford County. 

John F. Stoner, Patton Township, eldest son of Daniel C., 
was born December 23, 1834. He was educated at the Wes¬ 
leyan University in Bloomington. In November, 1868, he was 
married to* Sarah Perdue, a native of Virginia. They have one 
child—a daughter. John F. Stoner was elected Surveyor of 
Ford County in 1868, and served three terms. 

EDWARD VAN STEEN BE RGH, Lyman Township, was 
born at Saugerties, Ulster Co., N. Y., in 1814. He is a son 
of Cornelius and Alida Van Steenbergh, who also were natives 
of Saugerties. Our subject was brought up on a farm lying on 
the Hudson River, owned by his father. When of age, he engaged 
in the blue stone quarry business, and after a few years bought a 
farm, married and settled down, continuing the quarrying in con¬ 
nection with farming. In 1810, he was united in marriage with 
Maria F. Davis, in Ulster County, >' Y. She bore him eight 
children, and died in March, 1870. Names of the children are: 
Isaac, William (deceased), Samuel, Wesley, Nathan Rice, Jen¬ 
nie, Thomas and Benson, all married except the two last named. 
In March, 1871, Mr. Van Steenbergh, for his second wife, 
married Emily M. Smith, boro in Otsego County, N. Y., Octo¬ 
ber, 1829. This marriage took place in Ulster County, N. Y., 
and one month later they came to Ford County and settled on 
Section 28, Lyman Township, where all the improvements notice¬ 
able at this time have since been made, there having been but 
few acres broken prior to their coming. In addition to one-half 
section of land in Section 28, 820 acres, the adjoining north half 
of Section 29 is owned by Mr. Van Steenbergh, who annually 
presses and ships large quantities of hay to Chicago and other 
markets. 

WltLIAM ALEXANDER WE8TROPE, bookwrtler, Gib- 
son, was boro in Morgan County, Ill., January 28, 1886, and is- 
a son of John and Sarah Wes trope. He was united in marriage 
with Lucy Ettie Smith at Soottville, Ill., in 1859. They have 
four children—Leora Bell, Mary Ettie, Louis Everest and Cora 
Addie. Mr. Westrope settled in this county January 28, 1873. 

WEAVER WHITE, Paxton, ^>ne of the most popular of 
our oounjty officials, was born March 2$, 1849, in Adams County, 
Ohio. When three years ef age, he with his parents removed to 
the western part of McLean County, Ill., where they remained 
until the fall of 1864, when the family oame to Foni County. Mr. 
White was reared on a farm and became thoroughly versed in 
this honorable calling. He graduated from the Paxton Graded 
Schools when sixteen years of age. He then attended the Illinois 
Industrial University at Champaign two years, obtaining the 
honorary scholarship of Ford County on a public competitive ex¬ 
amination. Mr. White taught school some two years with 
marked success at Drummer’s Grove and vicinity, going to Gib¬ 
son on the construction of the railroad through that part of the 
county. He built the fifth house ii. that place. For about one 
ear he was in the employ of Messrs. Hall A Snyder in the grain 
usiness. The political campaign of 1872 was notable in this 
county on account of a very exciting contest for the office of 
Circuit Clerk and Recorder, there being four candidates—two 
Republicans, one Independent and one Democrat. Mr. White, 
although unacquainted with the ways of politicians, was elected, 
and his record as an officer proves the selection to have been wise¬ 
ly made. He was again chosen in 1880 to fill the same position, 
his majority showing the strong confidence that his faithful 
services had given the people. During the time he had 
been Circuit Clerk, in addition to raising the. amount neces¬ 
sary to carry on the office, he has tifrned into the county treasury 
several thousand dollars. He was married to Arabella Davis, 
September 26^ 1870, and their home is made happy by two un¬ 
usually bright children—Arthqy W. and Mabel. Mr. White, al¬ 
though very quiet and unassuming in manner, has a very strong 
hold on the confidence of the citizens of the county, which he 
has earned by devoting his time to the conscientious discharge of 
his official duties. He is a great lover of home and family. A 
careful and extensive reader, his library is well chosen, none 
but the best of books being admitted. Nothing greater can he 
said of any man in public life than this—he is faithful to duty and 
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thoroughly reliable. His father, Patterson White, who since 
1864 has lived near Paxton until his death, which occurred in 
1880, bore an excellent name. His mother, one sister and 
four brothers still reside in this county. The superior character of 
the parents is well maintained by every one of their children. 

CHARLES HOWARD YEOMANS, Gibson, was born 
near Delhi, Delaware County, N. Y., December 2, 1846. His 
father, James Yeomans, was of Scotch descent, and his mother, 
Sarah (Redfield) Yeomans, was a daughter of Hon. J. G. Red- 
field, of Delhi, N. Y., and a lineal decendant of the family of 
Theophilus and Priscilla Redfield, who came over in the “ May¬ 
flower,” and landed with the other pilgrims on the memorable 
“ Plymouth Rock.*’ Mr. Yeomans mav be considered as one of 
the old residents of Illinois, coming to this State with his parents 
when only four years old, and when there were but forty miles of 
railroad in the State. He was reared on the farm in De Kalb 
and Kane Counties until he was fourteen years old, • when he 
struok out in the first really independent move of his life, and 
from which, though but a boy, he gained that degree of self-de¬ 
pendence which aided and characterised all his undertakings in 
after life. At this time the lands along the line of the Blinois 
Central Railroad were being opened up, and as his father was in 
very poor health, and financially worsted in the panic of 1857, 
Charles felt the importance of making a new start in the great 
Prairie State. He accordingly struck out with a team and break¬ 
ing plow, a distance of fifty miles from home, and spent the entire 
season breaking prairie near the town of Peotone, Will County, 
Ill., which was then just starting up. He returned to this place 
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with his father's family the following spring, and remained on the 
farm until eighteen years of age. By this time his younger 
brothers were old enough to carry on the farm work, and our 
subject became impatient for an education. His first financial 
investment was when he was eleven years old. He took a scythe, 
went into the marsh, mowed and put up by hand two loads of 
marsh hay, which he hauled to market and with the proceeds 
purchased two calves, which he kept and broke for oxen, selling 
them when three years old for |100. This constituted his entire 
capital and wealth when he started for oollege in the fall of 1864. 
He steadily and faithfully adhered to his purpose of obtaining a 
oollegiate education, meeting with varying successes and reverses 
on account of his lack of moans and his lather's inability to aid 
him. He entered the Freshman's class of 1867 at Ripon Col¬ 
lege, Wisconsin, where he maintained his standing in his class and 
supported himself by sawing wood, out of school hours through¬ 
out his oollege course, for 15 cents an hour. Two years before 
he graduated, being ahead of his class in some of the sciences, he 
undertook the study of law in addition to his other work and 
regular college studies, in the office of Hon. Jesse Dobbs, of 
Ripon, Wis., and during vacation with Hon. Charles H. Wood, of 
Onarga, HI. He was admitted to the Wisconsin bar upon ex¬ 
amination in open court October 10, 1870, and graduated from 
the college with the degree of A. B. in June, 1871. He received 
the degree of A. M. from the same college in June, 1879, on the 
occasion of his return to his Alma Mater to deliver the annual 
address before the Alumni Society. After graduating, Jie held 
the position of Principal of the Onarga Graded Schools for one 
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year, declining a re-appointment for the purpose of engaging in 
nis chosen profession—the practice of law. He settled inGibson, 
this county, in July, 1872, and was admitted to the Illinois bar 
at the Supreme Court at Ottawa in September, 1872. During 
his residence in this oounly he has held various offices and posi¬ 
tions of trust, being at the present time Chairman of the Board 
of Supervisors, ana is almost constantly before the people in the 
discharge of public trust His life has been an open book to the 
people of this county, and oommenoing it we can do no better 
than quote wl^t is said of him by the Gibson Courier on the oc¬ 
casion of his oandidacy for the office of County Judge of Ford 
County. It says: “ For ten years Mr. Yeomans has lived in 

our midst, and been one of our most esteemed citizens. He en¬ 
joys in a marked degree the respect and confidence of the com¬ 
munity, not only in his legal attainments, but in his character 
and worth as a man. Important trusts have been committed to 
his hands, in all of which he has proved faithful in the highest 
degree. His legal attainments and ability as an advocate com¬ 
bined with his integrity of character, and his faithfulness to the 
interests of his clients, have built for him a large and lucrative 
law practice. Personally, Mr. Yeomans is one of the most genial 
and pleasant of men. Being inured to labor and privations in 
early life, he is naturally devoid of the pride and egotism so dis¬ 
agreeable in some men, and is the social companion alike of the 
laborer and the scholar. He is the life of the social circles, and 
few men have more or warmer friends.” 
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PAXTON. 

H. P. BEACH, County Judge. 

J. M. RAMSAY, County Sheriff. 

J. B. SHAW, County Treasurer. 

MERTON DUNLAP, County Clerk 

WEAVER WHITE, Circuit Clerk, Reoorder and Abstracter. 

F. L. COOK, State's Attorney and Abstracter. 

F. G. LOHMAN, County Superintendent of Schools. 

CALVIN H. FREW, Attorney at law. 

A. SAMPLE, Attorney at law. 

J. BL MOFFETT, Attorney at law. 

M XL CLOUD, Attorney at law. 

J. R. KINNEAR, Attorney at law. 

J. R PATRICK, Attorney at law. 

G. J. SHEPARDSON, Mayor of Paxton. 

JOHN M. HALL, Police Magistrate 

N. E. STEVENS A SON, Publishers Record 

J. C. DUNHAM, Publisher Bottom Illinois Register. 

FORD COUNTY BANK, 

A C. Thompson, President; R Blaokstook, Cashier. 
FIRST NATIONAL BANK, 

S. P. Bushnell, President: J. B. Shaw, Cashier. 

H A KEL SO, Physioian. 

S. M WYLIE, Physician. 

J. Y. CAMPBELL, Physician. 

L. B. FARRAR, Physioian and Surgeon. 

O. M T AYLOR, Principal Oollegiate Institute. 

DAVID PATTON, Ex-County Judge 

CHARLES BOGARDUS, Real Estate and Loan Agent 
JOHN P. DAY, Real Estate Agent and Fanner. 

CHARLES H. LANGFORD, Abstracter. 

N. B. DAY, Supervisor of Patton Township. 

H a HALL, Grain dealer. 

GEORGE GROVE, Dealer in Lumber, Lath, Shingles, Posts, 
Doors, Sash, Blinds, Lime, Hair, Salt and CoaL 
WHITE BROS., Dealere in Lumber, Lath, Shingles, Doors, Sash 
and Blinds, Pitkin's Mixed Paint, Hard and Soft Coal, Lime, 
Hair, Cement and Stone 

P. HANSON, Proprietor of Prescription Drug Store, and Dealer 

in DrugB, Paints, Oils, etc., etc. 

O. A SW ANSON, Loan Agent and Dealer in Live Stock 
W. B. TRAVIS, Merchant and Grain Dealer. 

J. M. HANLEY A CO., Dealers in Hardware and Agricultural 
Implements. 

PETER LARSON, Merchant Tailor and dealer in Gents' Fur- 
nishing Goods. 

JOHN NELSON, Merchant Tailor, Clothing and Gents’ Fur¬ 
nishing Goods. 

A J. LAURENCE, Dealer in Dry Goods, Carpets, Boots, Shoes 
and Notions. 

HARPER A CO., Dealere in Dry Goods and Carpets, 

W. M WILSON, Dealer in Groceries, Provisions, Boots and 
Shoes. 

N. YOUNGGREEN, Dealer in Groceries and Choice Family 
Provisions. 

GEORGE SOHLOSSER, Dealer in Groceries and Choice Fam¬ 
ily Provisions. 

L H RODEEN, Groceries and Family Provisions. 

ANDREW ANDERSON, dealer in Groceries and Choice Fam¬ 
ily Provisions. 

GEORGE W. CRUZEN, Farmed and dealer iA Hay and Stock . 
CHAS. C. PUTT, Importer of Clyde and Englian Draft Horses. 
STITES BROS., Real Estate Dealers and Farmers. 

F. T ELANDER, Merchant 
WILLIAM R. TRICKEL, Gunsmith. 

JOHN F. G. HELMER, Deputy Circuit Clerk and General 
Steamship Agent 
STACY DANIELS, Brick-mason. 

JAMES HOCK. Stock-dealer and Farmer. 

R. S. HALL, Agent IO.B.R 

G. E. ABBOTT, Agent L.E.AW.R.& 

G. SANDBERG, Carriage and Wagon Shop, and General Re¬ 
pairing done. 

E. L. GILL, Auctioneer and General Stock Salesman. 

HENRY PEARSON, Contractor and Builder. 

J. P. MIDDLECOFF, President and General Manager of Pax¬ 
ton Brick A Tile Company. 


G. W. LEEPER, dealer in Wind Mills and Drive Wells. 

J. L. LARKIN, Proprietor St Elmo Restaurant 
A 8. HOPKINS, Dealer in Agricultural Implements, Steam En¬ 
gines, Thrashers, etc., eto. 

WILLIAM GRAYSON, Veterinary Surgeon and Assessor. 

R. CRUZEN, Hardware Merchant 

B. F. HILL, Proprietor of Paxton Flouring Mill, and dealer in 

Grain and Coal. 

D. D. DENMAN, Contractor and Builder. 

GEORGE M. DIXON, Proprietor of Barber Shop and Bath 
Rooms. 

PATTON TOWNSHIP. 

O. M. JOHNSON, Contractor, Builder and Farmer, Section 82, 

P. O. Paxton. 

J. D. HALL, Grain-dealer and Farmer, Section 88, P. O. 
Paxton. 

GIBSON.. 

(GHtwoa City P. 0.) 

C. H YEOMANS, Attorney at law and Supervisor. 

P. A COAL, Editor and Publisher Gibson Enterprise. 

E LOWRY, Publisher, Courier. 

J. H DUNGAN, Dealer in Real Estate and Grain. 

J. H COLLIER, Dealer in Hardware and Farm Implements. 
WILLIAM MOYER, Capitalist. 

GEORGE S. EGGLESTON, Lumber Dealer. 

J. D. MELLINGER, Dealer in all kinds of Live-stock 
W. A WESTROPE, Dealer in Books and Stationery. 

M T. BURWELL, Real Estate Dealer, bujB, sells and loans 
money on Farm Property. 

F. B. STRAUS, Physioian. 

M. D. WORRELL, Justice of the Peace, Insurance Agent and 
Collector. 

A CRABBS, Dealer in Dry Goods, Clothing, Boots, Shoes and 
Groceries. 


HARP8TER STATION AND P. O. 

E. B. WRIGHT, Postmaster and dealer in Groceries, Grain, 
Coal and Live-stock 


DRUMMER TOWNSHIP. 

F. W. BEARDSLEY, Farmer, Breeder of Short Horn Cattle, 
Section 10, P. O. Gibson City. 

S. A THOMPSON, Breeder of Thoroughbred Horses, Section 
8, P. O. Gibson City. 

ANDREW JORDAN, Manufacturer of Brick and Tile, Section 
18, P. O. Gibson City. 

D. W. GREEN, Farmer and Manufacturer of Green's Golden 
Syrup, Sections 25 and 26, P. O. Gibson City. 

R BOWKER, Contractor and Builder, also Manufacturer of 
Syrup from Amber Sugar Cane, and Fanner, Section 26, 
P. O. Gibson City. 

PIPER CITY. 

HENRY ALLNUTT, Publisher and Proprietor Piper City 
Advertiser. 

GEORGE CAMPBELL, Banker. 

H P. BEACH, County Judge and Editor. 

J. A MONTELIUS, Dealer in Real Estate, Grain and Agri¬ 
cultural Implements. 

JOHN R LEWIS, Land Agent 

SAMUEL D. CULBERTSON, Physician. 

El BL BROOKS, Manager of the Piper City Creamery. 

JOHN MoKlNNEY, Dealer in Hardware, Paints, Oils and 
L umbe r. 

J. O. CULVER, Coal and Grain Dealer. 


BREN TON TOWNSHIP. 

JOSEPH BURGER, Supervisor and Farmer, Section 2. P. O 
Piper City. 

ELLIOTT. 

A C. BULLING TON, Dealer in Agricultural Implements. 
JOHN KEESEY, Butcher. 

A T. BLAKE, Proprietor of Hotel, and Fruit Grower. 

JOSEPH RICHMOND, Druggist 
J. W. EDWARDS, Dealer in Hardware. 

JOHN HOLLEN, Importer of Norman, Clyde and “ Cleveland 
Bay,” or Coach Horses. 

JOHN RICHARDSON, Grain-dealer, Stock-raiser and Farmer. 


GUTHRIE STATION. 

JOHN R. GILCHRIST, Real Estate and Grain Dealer. 

DIE TOWNSHIP. 

H EL ATWOOD, Farmer and Dealer in Clydesdale Horses, 
Section 86. P. O. Elliott 

ROBERTS. 

CHRIS ANDERSON, Banker and Grain Dealer. 

F. G. LOHMAN, Superintendent of County Schools. 

M CASSINGHAM, Physician. 

O. W. CASSINGHAM, Druggist 

FLORA A NEWMAN, Dealere in General Merchandise. 

a O. HAYES, Hotel. 

F. W. HAULING, Traveling salesman. 

LYMAN TOWNSHIP. 

EDWARD VAN STEENBERGH, Farmer and Dealer in Pressed 
and Baled Hay, Section 28. P. O. Roberts. 

JOSEPH P.' GRAHAM, Farmer and Township Clerk, Section 
20. P. O. Roberts. 

JAMES BOND, Veterinary Surgeon and Farmer, Section 18. 
P. O. Roberts. 

W. R* BOND, Briok-maker and Farmer, Section 18. P. O. 
Roberts. 

MELVIN. 

J. M. THOMPSON, Dealer in Lumber and Agricultural Imple¬ 
ments. 

T. D. THOMPSON, Dealer in General Merchandise. 

A P. GOULD, General Merchant 
EDWARD S. JENKINS, Meat Market 
Ei G. COLLINS, Harness-maker. 

L. S. HEATH, General Hardware Dealer. 

WILLIAM D. SPENCER, Clergyman, Section 8.. 

WILLIAM S. LARKIN, Farmer and Dealer in General Mer¬ 
chandise. 

SIBLEY. 

8WEN ANDERSON, Justice of the Peace, Notary Public, In¬ 
surance and Land Agent 
W. A BIOKET, Real Estate Agent 
ELI HARVE Y, Assistant Manager of the Sibley interests. 

J. H WHITE, Proprietor Sibley Elevator, and Grain Dealer. 

M T. HYER, Editor Sibley Index. 

CLARENCE. 

J. C. KIRKPATRICK, dealer in Grain, Coal, Lumber, Hard¬ 
ware and Agricultural Implements. 

W. A HUTCHISON, Postmaster and Dealer in Groceries, Boots 
and Shoes. 

D. A FREDERICK, Dealer in Grain and Propriet o r of General 
Store. 

BUTTON TOWNSHIP. 

HUGH MoOORMIOK, Supervisor, Section 9, P. O. Rankin, Ver¬ 
milion County. 

KEMPTON. 

JOSEPH MoKlNNEY, Merchant and Lumber Dealer. 

LYMAN D. V. CASTLE, Livery and Feed Stable, 

JAMES KEMP, Carpenter and Fanner. 

FRANCIS C. KEMP, Merchant 
J. H SAWYER, Teacher and Artist 

MONA TOWNSHIP. 

DAVID KEIGHIN, Grain Dealer and Farmer, Section 11, P. O 
Kempton. 

J. A SCOTT, Supervisor and Farmer, Section 9, P. O. Kempton. 
JOHN DANCER, Stook-dealer and Fanner, Section 14, P. O. 
Kempton. 

J. E. FARLEY, Carpenter and Farmer, Section 5, P. O. Kemp¬ 
ton. 

CABERY. 

JAMES F. WRIGHT, Proprietor of Grist Mill and Dealer in 
Lumber and Building Material. 

W. B. SARGEANT, Supervisor Rogers Township. 
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ILLINOIS 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION. 


GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION.— Illinois is bounded on the north by Wisconsin, 
on the east by Lake Michigan, Indiana and Kentucky, on the south by Kentucky and Missouri, 
and on the west by Missouri and Iowa. It is separated from Kentucky by the Ohio River, and 
from Missouri and Iowa by the Mississippi. It lies between 37° 3' and 42° 30 north latitude, 
and between 10° 30" and 14° 25' longitude west from Washington. The greatest breadth of 
the State from east to west is 210 miles, and its extreme length from north to south 378 
miles. The general form of the State is that of an ellipsoid, truncated at its northern extremity. 
The superficial area is about 55,531 square miles, or 35,539,840 acres. 

FACE OF THE COUNTRY. —The surface of the country is generally level or gently 
rolling, although in the southern part near the large rivers it is-quite broken and hilly. 
Illinois is properly termed The Prairie States for, in no other part of the country are there 
to be found such vast expanses of level prairie as here. To the eye of the observer they mark 
the plane of the horizon in every direction, and Beem limitless as the ocean. As a general rule 
they occupy the higher grounds. The timber is principally confined to tfie lower lands, along 
the breaks and valleys of the streams. The highest lands in the State, are in the extreme 
northwestern part, and are known as The Mounds, which are about 1100 feet above the level 
of the sea. From Freeport southward there is a gradual descent through the entire length of 
the State, except where it is broken by a ridge crossing from east to west through U nion, 
Johnson and Pope counties. This ridge attains an elevation of about 900 feet above the sea. 
while the elevation at Cairo is but 350 feet. 

RIVER8. —The general slope of the water-shed is to the southwest, and nearly all the 
principal streams, after a general course in that direction, flow into the Mississippi. A few in 
the southeast portion of the State empty into the Wabash, while some small ones in the extreme 
Bouth find their outlet in Ohio. The largest river flowing through the State is the Illinois, 
which is formed by the junction of the Des Planes and Kankakee, the former rising in Wiscon¬ 
sin and the latter in Indiana. * The Rock and Kaskaskia Rivers are streams of considerable im¬ 
portance—the first running through the northern and the latter through the southern portion 


of the State. More than three-fourths of the circumference of the State is bounded by navigable 
rivers the Wabash on the east, the Ohio on the south, and the Mississippi on the west. The 
two last-named are among the largest in the world, and afford transportation for all classes of 
steamers. The Mississippi, the great “ Father of Waters” extends along the western boun¬ 
dary a distance of over 500 miles. 

LAKES. —A remarkable feature of Illinois is the almost entire absence of natural lakes 
or ponds. A few small ones only are found in the northeastern and southwestern parts of the 
State. There is, however, a coast line of about 60 miles, extending along Lake Michigan, one 
of the largest of the five great North American lakes. 

SOIL AND CLIMATE. —As an agricultural State, Illinois stands without an equal. 
Possessing a soil of unsurpassed fertility, and a climatic range of five and a-half degrees of lati¬ 
tude, it yields a greater amount and variety of botanical production than any other State in the 
Union. No large tracts of worthless lands, such as characterize the topography of all the other 
States, are to be found here, but the farmer in all portions of the commonwealth obtains a rich 
reward for his labor. In the northern and central portions are raised in abundance nearly all 
those plants which are common to the North Temperate Zone, while in the vicinity of Cairo, 
both the animal and vegetable productions partake of a semi-tropical character. The amount 
of rain which falls each year is fully one-half greater at the southern extremity of the State 
than at the northern, and the average difference in temperature is about 10° Fahrenheit 

MINERALS. —No natural deposits of gold or silver are known to exist; yet the mineral 
productions of the State are not unimportant Fire-clay, potter’s clay, and valuable quarries of 
building-stone are found in various localities. Rich mines of lead exist in the vicinity of 
Galena, and iron-ore in considerable quantities is obtained in the southeastern part of the State. 
Coal is the most valuable mineral in Illinois. The coal fields are destined to grow more and 
more important, as their resources are developed, and their value can hardly be overestimated. 
The coal-bearing strata covers more than two-thirds of the entire surface ol the State, and the 
mines are believed to be inexhaustible. 


* 8 * 


HISTORY. 


Illinois was originally a part of Florida. In 1543 it became a Spanish colony. Northern 
Illinois was included in the territory granted in 1620 to the Plymouth Company by King 
James, and was therefore claimed by Great Britain. In 1673 the Mississippi River was dis¬ 
covered by Marquette and Joliet In the same year they ascended the lllinojs River; and in 
1679 Robert Cavalier De La Salle made farther discoveries, descending the Kankakee to its 
mouth. Kaskaskia and Cahokia, the oldest towns on the Mississippi River, were settled by the 
French in 1682. Illinois at this time contained but few white inhabitants. In 1699 it became a 
part of Louisiana, and so remained until 1763, when it was ceded to England. The white popula¬ 
tion now numbered about 3000, mostly French, the principal settlements being at Kaskaskia, 
Cahokia, Peoria, Prairie-Du-Rocher, Prairie-Du-Pont and Fort Charters, In 1778 Kaskaskia, 
Cahokia and other settlements were captured by four companies of Virginians, under Colonel 
Clarke, and in October of the same year an Act was passed by the Virginia Legislature, estab¬ 
lishing the “ County of Illinois” which embraced all of Virginia northwest of the Ohio. In 
1784 it was ceded by Virginia to the United States, and in 1787 Congress passed an Ordinance 
for the government of all territory northwest of the Ohio River, Arthur St Clair being 
appointed the first governor. In 1803 Indiana* including Illinois and Wisconsin, was erected 
into a separate territory, and six years later, the present State of Illinois became a territory by 
itself. In 1812 it passed from the first to the second grade of territorial government, and sent 
a delegate to Congress. The right of suffrage was at this time extended to the people, without 
regard to property qualifications. On the 3d of December, 1818, Illinois was admitted into 
the Union as a sovereign and independent State. One section of land in each township was at 
once donated for school use, and two townships in the State for the use of a seminary. Since 
that time, the growth of Illinois has been astonishingly rapid, and it now ranks the fourth State 
in the Union in wealth, population and importance The number of its white inhabitants in 
1800 was only about 3000. In 1810 the number had increased to 12,282; in 1820 to 57,000; 
in 1830 to 157,000; in 1840 to 476,000; in 1850 to 851,470; in 1860 to 1,711,951; in 1865 to 


2,141,510; in 1870 to 2,530,801; and in 1880 to 8,077,871. Chicago, its largest city, oontains 
a population of over 500,000. The foreign population of Illinois is largely composed of 
Germans, Irish, Welsh, Scotch, French, Swiss, Swedes, Danes and Poles. Of the American- 
born, the north part of the State is settled principally from New York and New England, the 
central from Ohio, Pennsylvania and Virginia, and the southern from Kentucky, Tennessee 
and the Carolines. 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS.— The works of art, though yet in their infancy, 
compare favorably with thoee of the older States. It is but fifty years since Illinois was ad¬ 
mitted into the Union, yet the number and value of her internal improvements already 
completed are immense. Over 8000 miles of railroad lines are in successful operation, and 
some 500 miles more are in process of construction. The number and character of the splen¬ 
did edifices which have been erected for oourt-bouses, humane institutions, seminaries of 
learning and churches, and the other public works which adorn the State, bespeak at once the 
enterprise, intelligence and moral worth of the people. No doubt the next fifty years will 
witness even greater improvements than have taken place in the fifty that are past. 

POLITICS.— Illinois is at present a Republican State. The northern part is almost 
exclusively controlled by the dominant party, while the central is generally Democratic, and 
the extreme southern—familiarly known as Egypt—is about equally divided between the 
two parties. 

DISTINGUISHED MEN. —Consonant with the size of its rivers, the breadth of its 
prairies, the vastness of its resources, and the wonderful rapidity of its growth is the caliber of 
its public men. No State in the Union can boast of having furnished two more celebrated 
statesman than were Douglas and Lincoln, and no other State sways so great an influence 
over the destinies of the Republic at the present time, as does Illinois through her many hon¬ 
ored sons. 




All the surveys in Illinois are made from three established lines, known as the Second, 
Third and Fourth Principal Meridians. The Second Principal Meridian runs due north from 
the mouth of the Little Blue River in Indiana. The Third Principal Meridian, due north 
from the mouth of the Ohio River. The Fourth Principal Meridian starts at the mouth of the 
Illinois River, fallows up the stream toapointopposite Beardstown,and runs from thence due north. 

Townships lying West of the 3d Principal Meridian and the Illinois River, number North 
and South from a Base Line which runs due West from Beardstown. All the other Townships 
number North and South from a Base Line which runs through the centre of St. Clair County. 

Ranges number from the 4th Principal Meridian, West to the Mississippi River and East 
to the 3d Principal Meridian and the Illinois River, and from the 3d Principal Meridian West 
to the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers. 


Ranges East of*the 3d Principal Meridian and North of a line passing through the centre 
of Kankakee County, number from said Meridian East to the State Line. The other Ranges 
number from the 3d Principal Meridian, East to the Eastern line of Range Eleven, and West 
from the 2d Principal Meridian to the same line. 

Each Township is 6 miles square, and is divided into Sections, which number from 1 to 
36—number l being in the Northeast corner of the Township. Each regular section contain! 
640 acres. Fractional Townships are occasioned by inaccurate surveys. Fractional Section! 
are due to the same cause, and are usually found on the North and West side of each Town 
ship. Correction Lines, running East and West, are established at distances of about 30 milei 
apart, for the purpose of preventing such errors as would naturally be occasioned by the cur 
vature of the earth. 
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ACBBS or 
IMP. LAKIt. 


Alabama. Montgomery. 

Arkansas. Little Rock. 

California. Sacramento. 

Colorado. Denver. 

Connecticut. Hartford. 

Delaware. Dover. 

Florida. Tallahassee. 

Georgia. Atlanta. 

Illinois. Springfield. 

Indiana. Indianapolis. 

Iowa.. Des Moines. 

Kansas. Topeka. 

Kentucky. Frankfort. 

Louisiana. New Orleans. 

Maine. Augusta. 

Maryland. Annapolis. 

Massachusetts. Boston. 

Michigan. Lansing. 

Minnesota. St l’aul. 

Mississippi.Jackson. 

Missouri.Jefferson City. 

Nebraska. Lincoln. 

Nevada. Carson City. 

New Hampshire... Concord. 

New Jersey. Trenton. 

New Vork. Albany. 

North Carolina. Raleigh. 

Ohio.. Columbus. 

Oregon. Salem. 

Pennsylvania. Harrisburg. 

Rhode Island. Prov. & Newport.. 

South Carolina. Columbia. 

Tennessee. Nashville. 

Texas. Austin. 

Vermont . Montpelier. 

Virginia. Richmond. 

West Virginia. Wheeling. 

Wisconsin. Mndison. 


Alaska.j ; 

Arizona. J Tucson.... 

Dakota. J Yankton.. 



9,f)58 Indian -. Tahla< 

14,181 Montana. Helena. 

New Mexico ... Santa F< 


67,dl^ I Washington .... Olympia. 

20,596 I Wyoming. Cheyenne. 

91,874 | Diet. Columbin. Washington. 


Squnrc miles. 

Population in 1870.... 
Population itt 1800.... 


8,400,000 

88,t»80.29"> 

81,448,821 


STATISTICS FOR 1880 . 


POPULATION OF ILLINOIS. 


1 Attains-. 

2 Alexander.... 

3 Bond. 

4 Boon*. 

5 Brown. 

I Bureau-. 

7 Calhoun. 

8 Carroll.. 


isso. Oouaty tut. 

Ml3. r . Quincy.. 


1880. Couty lilt 1880. 


lti champaign . 
It Christian. 

12 Clark . 

13 ('lay. 


15 Coles. 

lCC.h.k . 

17 Crawford_ 

18 CuniherUnd.. 

10 Ih-Kalb.. 

»• . 

21 Douglas.. 

22 Du Page. 

23 Kdgsr.. 

24 K.twards . 

25 Klhughani... 

24 K.iyi-lte. 

27 Ford. 

2s Franklin. 

2U Fulton.. 

3t» (Lillstin. 

31 (7Irene . . 

32 Grundy. 

511 Hamilton. 

34 llsucock. 

35 It anti n . 

34 Henderson... 

37 Henry. 

38 Iroquois. 

39 Jackson. 

«ti.ls«|-r. 

41 Jefferson. 

42 Jersey.. 

43 Jo Daviess.... 

44 Johnson. 

4"» Kane. 

4(7 Kankakee... 
47'Kendall. 

48 Krma . 

49 hake . 

60 I .a3.il I*. 

MU» rence 


13041 Mount Sterling. 

33172 Princeton. 

7407 Hardin .. 

18970*Mount Carroll,.. 

I44W Virginia. 

40803 trUma.. 

28227 Tsylorville.. 

21894 Marsh.It. 

l«lli2't»uls»illo .. 

187H|C*rlyle. 

27n42 Charleston. 

007524 Chicago. 

It.15*7 K.fhilisoo. 

131651 Maj.ilty Point. 

2r.7ijs Srca-norc. 

17U10 • I i n loti.. 


23211 Vauilnlia. 

1 Ken Paxton. 

1C.I29 Hanlon.. 

41240 Lewiston .... 
l2‘«.l '.liawiieeloai 

2 t"|o Carrollton .. 


lr.T 12 MoLriintboro. 

3 > 1(7 Carl huge.-. 

t>«r24 Kile-tbetlifowu_ 

10722 Oipiuwka . . 

3ti**»7 Cambridge. 

3 r .| M Wntseka . 

2 2 '■( i > II u rpbysboro. 


4l!> !'i Geneva. 

2\ol7 Kankakee .. 
DkitUi Y-rkville... 
38314 Galesburg .. 
212■>('. Waukegan. 


52 Lee. 

53 Livingston_ 

54 Logan. 

55 McDonough .. 

.Vj McHenry. 

67 lie Lean -. 

58 Mar on . 

59 Macoupin . 

to Madison. 

61 Marion. 

62 Marshall. 

63 Mason. 

64 Massac. 

66 Menard—. 

60 Morcer. 

67 Monroe. 

08 Montgomery.. 

69 Morgan .. 

7u Moultrie. 

71 Ogle. 

72 Peoria. 

73 .Vrry. 

74 Putt. 

76 Pike . 

76 Pope.-. 


'Dixon_ r ... 

[Pontiac .......... 

Lincoln. 

Macmb.. 

Woodstock. 

Bloomington— 
Decatur. 


Population of the United Sutee. 


Kdwardaville. 

patent —. 

lLacon —. 


97 White. 

98 Whiteside . 

90,Will . 

f(>(i Williamson, 
let Winnebago. 
102 Woodford. . 


(Metropolis City 

1 Petersburg.. 

2 Aledo. 

2 Waterloo. 

k Hillsboro. 

4 Jacksonville .... 
L» Sullivan. 


7 Pinckn-will* . 

3 Monliceilo. 

1 Pitisftel l . 


78 Putnam. 

75' lUnil.dph . 

8" Richland . 

81 Bock Island.. 

82 m ( l.ir. 


7 'Mound City.. 
t Hennepin. 

1 healer. 

2 dlney. 

2 Kock Island.. 

'. Belleville . 

( Harrisburg ... 

I Sl-KIXOFISLD..- 

3 Itushvllle . 

1 Winchester.... 

i Shelbyvilla ..... 



40,440 

4 rk >in MU 

. 802,525 

California. 

.... 864,694 


.... 149,327 


..... 622,700 


13fijl77 


.... 146,608 


.... 177.824 


.... 269.483 


.... 1,642,180 


32>10 

Illinois.... 

.... 3,077,891 


.... 1,978>0l 

IOWB 

.... ),824/>15 

Kansas .-. 

.... 906,096 


.... 1.648,090 


. 939,946 

Maine....—1.. 

..... 648,936 


. .. 934 >43 


.... 1,7831)85 


.... L636,937 


.... 780,773 


.... 1,131 >97 


.... 2.168,380 

Mon tan*.... 

.... ' 39,159 

Nebraska.-. 

.... 452,402 

Nevada... 

... 02.266 

New Hampshire.. 

.... 316.991 

New Jmmj . . ,- 

.... 1,131,116 

New Mezico.„... 

.... 119565 

New York. ....... 

.... 6jD6t>Tl 

North Carolina-.. 

.... 1 >99,760 


.... 3,198,062 


.... 174,788 

Pennsylvania .. 

.... 4.282.801 

Rhode Island. 

.... 276,631 

8outh Carolina. 

.... 995,577 

Tennessee..— ................ 

Texas . 

.... 1,542,359 
.... l>91,749 

Utah. ... 

.... ^143.963 


.... 332.286 

Virginia.......... 

_1,5125*5 

Washington.... 

73,116 

West Virginia.-. 

618,547 

Wisconsin..... 

... 1,315,497 

Wyoming . .. 

20,789 

Total.-. 

....30,156,783 


CITIES nr THE UNITED STATES CONTAININGOVER 
90,000 INHABITANTS. 


New York... 
Philadelphia. 

Brooklyn. 

Chicago. 

Boston. 

Be Loots. 

BalUmore.... 
Cincinnati_ 


New Orleans. 

Cleveland. 

Pittsburgh.... 

Buffalo. 

Washington .. 

Newark. 

Louisville... . 
Jersey City .. 

Detroit. 

Milwaukee... 
Providence... 

Albany. 

Rochester. 

APegheny. 

Indianapolis 
Richmond.... 
New Haveo... 

Lowell. 

Worcester 

Troy.. 

Kansas City... 

Cambridge... 

Syracuse. 

Colutnbus.... 

Paterson. 

Toledo. 

Charleston_ 

Fall River.... 
Minneapolis.. 

Scranton. 

Nashville. 

Reading. 

Hartford. 

Wilmington.. 

Camden. 

St. Paul. 

Lawrence. 

Dayton . 

j£nn. 

Denver. 

Oakland. 


Atlanta. 

Utica... 

Portland. 

Memphis. 

Sprtngffeld ... 
Manchester... 

St. Joseph. 

Grand Rapids. 
Wheeling .... 

Mobile. 

Hoboken. 

Harrisburg .. 

Savannah. 

Omaha. 

Trenton. 

Covington.... 
Peoria 

Kvsnsvtlle ... 

H I Bridgeport .. 

Kllsabeth. 

Erie. 

I Salem. 

New Bedford. 
Terre Haute.. 


Des Moines .. 

! Dubuque . 

Galveston .... 

Norfolk. 

Auburn. 

Holyoke. 

Davenport.... 

ChelaeaT. 

Petersburg... 
Sacramento... 

Taunton. 

Norwich. 

Oawego. 

Salt Lake City 

Baer.:::: 
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INTRODUCTION 


Although appropriate care has been taken in the preparation of 
this Index, it is possible that errors do exist. To guide the 
reader to most effective use of the Index, the following is 
provided: 

If a name is not found upon careful reading of the 
page indicated, it probably will be found on the 
page following. 

A name may appear more than once on a page; hence 
the entire page should be read. 

Titles of rank, position, honor, etc. (Reverend, 

Colonel, Judge, Mr., Mrs., etc.) have been omitted, 
except in cases where a given name did not appear; 
then the title has been used as an aid to identific- 
cation. The titles "Mrs." and "Miss" have been used 
where necessary to identify an ambiguous name as 
feminine. 

Married women have been entered under married name, 
with the maiden name (when available) in parentheses. 
Maiden names also appear in their regular places in 
the alphabetical listing; they are not accompanied 
by the married name, as that information is provided 
in the text. 

When two surnames are divided by a slash, as: 

Jones/Smith, Mary, this indicates that the mother 
was married twice, and that the surname of the 
child is not clarified by the text. 

Variant spellings and printers' errors can be a 
source of confusion. In this Index they are 
generally given as they appeared. For this reason 
it may be helpful to scan the entire Index. 


Polly C. Riemenschneider 
Marie R. Fulk, Indexers 


Winnetka, Illinois, March, 1975 


Special 
careful 


recognition 
preparation 


is due Mrs. Mary D. 
of the typescript. 
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AARON, John 64 
W. B. 11 

ABBOTT, George E. 68, 70, 

83 

ABEL, Susan 82 
ABRAHAM, R. J. 36 

ABRAHAMSON, G. 24 

ADAMS, W. 48 

W. H. H. 64, 66 

ADAMSON, R. 43 

T. 43 

ADELL, J. 23 
AGNEW, Elizabeth 77 
AINSWORTH, R. 48 
AKERS, J. S. 61 
ALD, L. 37 
ALEXANDER, Belle 62 
C. M. 36 
Margaret 69 
ALFORD, Lusina 76 
S. P. 62 
ALKIRE, Simeon 12 
ALLEN, Eliza S. 77 
H. 45 
J. 36, 43 
James 11 
Jane 76 
John 72 
L. 21 

Salina (Blanchard) 58 
W. B. 66 
ALLERT, C. F. 65 
ALLHANDS, Daniel 12, 65 
ALLNUTT, Adda (Carpenter) 

72 

Henry 11, 57, 59, 

72 83 

ALTHIN, Daniel 75 
Kathrine 65 
ALVAH, Henry 61 
AMBROSE, Susan 81 
AMES, C. L. 52 
AMM, J. C. 22 
AMY X, 58 

ANDERSON, 29, 71 

A. 21, 22, 44, 51, 

52, 68, 77 
A. C. 23 

A. J. 60 

Albert F. 78 
Andrew 60, 70, 83 


ANDERSON (Cont.) 

Augusta R. 61 
C. 24, 63, 65 
C. A. 63 

C. J. (Peterson) 60 
Carl 60 

Carry C. 78 

Cary ( ) 78 

Chris 31, 38, 43, 76, 
78, 79, 83 

F. M. 11 

George Theodor 78 
J. N. 62 
James L. 78 

Jeanie 79 
Johanna 61 
John 60 
Karolina 61 

Kate 79 

Latha (Swenson) 78 
Lena 61 
Lisa 61 
Mary 21 

Mary (Martin) 76 

O. 78 

P. 21, 23, 29 

P. C. 47 

Peter 63, 70 
R. C. 24 

Swan 63 

Swen 66, 78, 83 
Swenning 60 
ANDREE, J. 23 

ANDREWS, B. (Mrs.) 24 
B. C. 24 

D. H. 24 

G. W. 45 

Hugh 62 
J. 24 

L. M. 45 

R. W. 14 

Ruth ( ) 62 

William 77 
ANGEL, 71 
ANKERS, T. 44 

ANTHONY, C. M. 51 
Mark 11, 63 
Melissa 63 
APLAND, L. 22 

APPLERY, William 13 
ARCHER, Samuel A. 68 
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ARENDS, G. T. 53 

BABCOCK (Cont.) 

George 76 

E. 21 

George 0. 35, 65, 66 

Edward 10, 74 

George T. 65 

W. A. 13 

Mary 76 

BAGLEY, G. M. 11 

0. 35 

BAGLY, J. R. 11 

T. 35, 76 

BAILEY, C. S. 36 

Teis 65, 66 

Frank 16 

ARK, J. 51 

J. 47 

ARMSTRONG, Daniel H. 

M. 46 

9, 59 

BAILY, John M. 64 

Samuel A. 9, 11 

BAIRD, J. 23 

ARNOLD, A. 43 

S. M. 24 

J. 48 

Samuel 62 

James 59 

BAKER, H. 46, 48 

Sarah 65 

Henry 24, 65 

ARNOTT, George 59 

J. 45 

J. 24 

BALDRIDGE, Mary Jane 

ARRINGTON, Katie 73 

W. R. 64 

ARROWSMITH, J. H. 11 

BALES, Elim 12 

Victoria 72 

John 12, 77 

ASHBY, C. 11 

BALL, N. C. 75 

Elmer 11 

BANGHART, Sue E. 59 

ASHLEY, H. D. 44 

BARBER, Isaac 61 

L. A. 44 

L. A. 59 

Robert 35, 76 

BARBOUR, John 63 

ASHTON, T. 52 

BARE, D. 52 

ASPENBAUM, M. 51 

BARKER, J. (Mrs.) 65 

ASPERGREN, G. 63 

J. G. 11, 37, 65 

ATHERTON, Emily (Moudy) 

M. S. 43 

73 

BARNABEE, E. 11 

Robert N. 73 

BARNES, G. 21, 23 

W. 52 

J. 37 

William 71 

James 65, 74 

ATHOY, J. S. 24 

M. J. 37 

ATKINSON, G. L. 11 

S. S. 11 

ATWOOD, E. 16, 47 

Walter 74 

H. 48 

BARNETT, D. 43 

H. H. 37, 83 

BARNEY, Hiram W. 9 

Henry 13, 15, 64, 72, 

BARNHOUSE, 12, 16 

77 

Henry 55, 67, 68, 

Henry Harrison 74 

Thomas E. 9 

L. M. (Daniels) 74 

BARNS, Caroline ( 

Mary E. 64 

BAR0W1CK, Maik 16 

Mary (Wylie) 77 

BARRECK, Cathrene 65 

AUER, M. 63 

George 65 

AULTMAN, H. H. 46 

Louisa 65 

AUSTIN, Joseph E. 67 

Lydia 65 

AVERY, S. P. 13 

BARROW, A. A. 47, 74 

AXLINE, J. W. 59 

A. W. 36 

BABCOCK, (Dr.) 75 

F. 36 


81 


64 
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BARROW (Cont.) 

H. J. 46 

Martha E. (Barrow) 74 
BARROWS, J. 47 
J. W. 47 

BARTLESON, 0. P. 37 
BARTLETT, Andrew J. 

10, 13, 16, 58, 72 
Hattie B. 72 
BASTIAN, Frank 65 
BAUCH, J. 43 

BAUGHMAN, H. C. 11 
Samuel L. 57 
BAUMANN, J. V. W. 61 
BAVOUSE, A. S. 72 
BAVUSE, A. S. 14 
BAXTER, Mary 75 
BAYLOR, D. 11, 36 
BAYNE, John 59, 74 
BEACH, - - - - (Smith) 

78 

Hugh P. 9, 10, 18, 30, 
56, 57, 72, 78, 
83 

BEADLE, 0. 24 

BEAGLE, William 66 

BEAN, J. 48 

BEAR, M. 43 

BEARD, Jane 82 

BEARDSLEY, F. W. 46-7, 61, 

63, 83 

H. 36 

BEATTY, Peter 66, 74 
BECK, F. 35, 66 
G• 35 , 66 

BECKET, W. A. 31 
BEDELL, Jonathan 74 
BEECHER, Mattie L. 80 
BEHRENS, J. 23 
BEIGHLE, E. B. 11, 43, 76 
BELL, Joe 66, 77 

John D. 11, 37, 74 

R. F. 77 

S. 24 
Samuel 74 
Sarah 74, 76 

BELLAMY, Sarah 72 
BELSLEY, J. 24 
BENHAM, H. W. 48 
BENJAMIN, W. J. 66 
BENNETT, 12 


BENSON, Ann ( ) 78 

Arthur Heap 78 
Hannah (Kemp) 78, 80 
Henry 50, 51, 77, 78, 
80 

Henry Wright 78 
Horace Kemp 78 
Mary Alice 78 
Walter Elliott 78 
Wilbur John 78 
BENTLEY, Wheeler 67 
William 75 
BENTLY, W. H. 13 
Wheeler 9 
BERDINE, G. W. 11 
BERGGREN, Emma S. (Johnson) 

60 

Perry A. 60 

BERGMAN, G. 22 

BERIGAN, J. 48 

BERNHARDT, G. 43 
BERRIGAN, J. 51 
BERRYMAN, James 68 
BEST, W. D. 15, 61 

BEVINS, Sarah A. 76 
BICKET, Ellen (Pratt) 78 
Julia D. 59 

W. A. 10, 62, 78, 83 
BIDDLE, A. C. 64 
BIEGEL, G. 37 
BIGHAM, J. C. 64 
BINFORD, George 72 
BINGHAM, J. C. 48 
BIRDSLEY, Kate 75 
Samuel 75 

BIRNEY, S. H. 13, 67 
BISHOP, J. G. 46 
J. S. 46 

Lucius T. 10, 45, 58, 
72 

Watson 11 

BJORKLUND, Fredrik 60 
BLACK, Brownlee 62 
G. A. 36 
Sadie 79 
BLACKER, H. M. 11 
BLACKFORD, Ephraim 74 
Ephraim M. 10, 70, 74 
James A. 74 
BLACKMORE, J. 22, 37 
BLACKSTOCK, 21 
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BLACKSTOCK (Cont.) 

Margaret 81 
Robert 14, 61, 67, 68, 
69, 70, 81, 83 
W. M. 67 

BLADES, Franklin 15 
BLAIN, Samuel L. 67, 68 
T. K. 45 
BLAIR, J. G. 64 
BLAKE, (Rev.) 66 
A. 21 

A. T. 37, 74, 83 
Atlanta V. 74 
Cyntha (Statts) 74 
BLANCHARD, C. H. 63 
Elizabeth 62 
J. 62 
Mary A. 58 
Salina 58 
William 29, 69 
William W. 9, 23, 57, 
58, 62, 70 

BLANKINSHIP, Martin 63 
BLEDSEE, J. 47 
BLOWERS, C. M. 10, 77 
BLUMENCHEIN, J. 43 
P. 43 

BODLEY, John 15, 59, 68 
BODWELL, John S. 9 
BOGARDUS, Charles 11, 21, 
33, 36, 59, 63, 68, 
78, 81, 83 
Hannah W. (Pells) 

78, 81 

W. H. 78 
BOGGESS, E. B. 64 
BOGGS, Ann 80 
J. 22 


William 

80 



BOMGERTZ, 

H. 

23 


BOND, J. 

35, 

36 

, 43 

James 

76, 

83 


W. 43 




William 

Hough 

76 

BONDURANT, 

E. T 

• 

36 

J. N. 

22, 

61 


BONESELL, 

Katy 


58 

BONNEN, B. 

36 




BONNER, Phebe A. (Stites) 

69 

Robert 69 


BONSEL, J. 74 
BOOKWALTER (Mrs.) 53 
BORAN, G. 52 

BORGA, J. 22 

BORK, H. 45 
BOROWICK, Joseph 16 
Maik 16 

BOSHELL, 0. K. 35 

R. 35 

BOSSERMAN, Mary C. 71 
BOSSIE, U. S. 13 
BOUK, D. 52 

Laura (Cook) 71 
Lydia 52 
William 71 

BOUNDY, Elizabeth (Hill) 

76 

Elizabeth A. 71 
J. 35 
J. E. 35 
John 76 
W. H. 35 
William 35, 76 
BOWEN, E. A. 36 
W. 11 
W. H. 37 
BOWER, H. A. 43 
BOWKER, Abby Spaulding 79 
Abigal (Rider) 79 
Albert Rensselaer 79 
Chellis Irwin 79 
Cuhing 79 
Ella Spaulding 79 
Ernest S. 79 
Lucy Elvira 79 
Mary Batchelder Spaulding 

79 

Rensselaer 47, 79, 83 
Willi am Short 79 
BOWLES, Sarah 67 
BOWMAN, J. 52 
BOYD, James 16 
T. F. 63 
BOYLE, J. 43 

S. M. 51 

BRADLEY, Charles 9 
BRADY, P. 35, 76 
BRAINARD, M. C. 62 
BRAINERD, James C. 63 
BRANDT, J. 44 
W. 44 
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BRANT, C. M. 21 
BRASSFIELD, J. 36 
BRAUMAN, C. 45 
BREADS, (Rev.) 65 
BRENEISA, Anna ( ) 66 

D. F. 52, 66 
Fannie 66 


BRUMBACK, W. 45 
BRUNDAGE, Israel 15, 62 
BRUNER, L. B. 37 
BRUYN, Nealy (Miss) 56 
W. H. 56, 67 
BRYAN, Richard 15 
William 15 


Kate 66 

R. C. 66 

D. F. 71 

BRENNER, A. 22 
BRESSIE, L. E. 38, 65 
BRETHORST, P. 44 
BRETTING, F. 66 
BRIDGEMAN, A. H. 11 

H. A. 23 

BRIDGES, William 70 

BRIGGS, James A. 55 

BRINEY, J. M. 11 
BRINLEY, W. 36 
BRITT, Leander 15, 67, 81 
BROADBENT, J. 52, 71 

BROBST, F. J. 65 

BROCK, H. 48 
BRONELETTE, Maggie 22 
BROOKS, Elizabeth (Russell) 

72 

Ephraim H. 45, 72, 83 
J. 48 

L. M. 45 
BROWN, (Rev.) 12 

A. 48 
Ada W. 79 

E. 45 
Esther 38 

G. 23 

H. E. 45 

Henry 63 
J. M. 48 

J. S. 74 

J. W. 77 

Jacob 14, 72 
James 9, 58 
John 15, 74 

M. M. 48 

Mary Jane 80 

S. M. 63, 67 

BRUCE, Laura 59 
BRUCKEN, G. 44 
BRUCKNER, G. 44 
BRUDER, 0. 64 


BUCHNER, C. J. 37, 64, 

69 

J. 43 
L. 37 

BUCK, James 67 
BUCKHOLTZ, A. 43 
BUCKHOLZ, A. 35, 77 
Caroline (Funte) 77 
BUCKLAND, (Mrs.) 14 
R. S. 9, 14, 68 
BUCKLEY, C. 48 
BUCKMAN, C. H. 64 

BUCKNER, C. J. 64 

BUELL, Harry C. 59 
John 67 
John B. 15, 68 
Thomas 67 

BUESING, H. 48 
BUFFINGTON, W. 51 

BULGER, J. 36 
BULLARD, J. T. 67 

BULLINGTON, Aaron C. 

10, 37, 74, 83 
Atlanta V. (Blake) 74 
Mary C. (Leonard) 74 
BULLOCK, G. F. 48 

BUNCH, T. M. 11 
BUNKER, 38 

BURBANK, S. S. 29 

BURCHAM, A. V. 75 

BURCHARD, Hannah 48 
BURGER, J. 45 

Joseph 10, 59, 72, 83 

BURKE, P. 43 

BURKHARDT, Carl 43, 65 
BURKLAND, E. 24 
BURNARD, John 66 

BURNER, J. M. 11 

BURNETT, A. (Mrs.) 24 
W. 24 

BURNS, Elmira 76 
L. 10, 38, 43, 45 
Lycurgus 75, 76 
W. W. 46 
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BURNSIDE, R. 45 

BURR, Alonzo 10 

BURROUGHS, B. C. 71 
Burt E. 57 
D. 71 
S. 71 

BURROWS, J. B. 55 
BURT, Morris 14, 72 
S. C. 45 

S. E. 10 


Saul C. 

13, 

14, 

58, 



72 




Solomon 

15 




BURWELL, M. 

T. 

22, 

24, 

47, 



60, 

61, 

63, 



71, 

83 



BUSCH, N. P. 24 

BUSH, Minnie 59 

BUSHNELL, A. S. 67, 79 
Adeline (McEwen) 79 
Calvin 78 
Emily J. 79 
J. 37 
Joseph 16 
Polly (Williams) 78 
S. P. 19, 59, 67, 74, 
78, 79, 83 
BUSHOR, E. A. 75 
Rosa 75 
BUSICK, N. 24 
BUTE, F. 51 

Jackson (Mrs.) 66 

John F. 51, 77 
Monroe 10 
W. G. 51 
BUTLER, F. 38 
Frank 65 
M. 61 

BUTTERWORTH, Elizabeth 80 
BUTTON, James Porter 

9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 
49, 73, 79 
Sarah 65 

Sarah R. (Hock) 73, 79 
Story 73 

W. J. 21, 58, 73, 79 
W. Jesse 12 
BUTTS, Leander 15 
Mary 74 

BYERLY, A. C. 63 
CADE, Jane 73, 81 


CADE (Cont 

.) 


William 

73, 81 

CALDWELL, 

Wm. 

29 

CALHOUN, J 

. A. 

63 

J. D. 

66 


CAMERON, W 

• 

37 

CAMP, (Dr. 

) 

67 

Gideon 

16 


CAMPBELL, 

A. L 

48, 64 

Arthur 

67 


E. D. 

62 


Elizabeth C 

. (Irwin) 75 

G. 51 


George 

76 

, 78, 79, 81, 


83 


Henrietta 

73 

J. S. 

11, 

45 

J. W. 

38 


James 

73, 

79 

James W 

• 

9 

James Y 

• 

10, 13, 24, 



29, 57, 70, 



83 

Jeanie 

(Anderson) 79 

Obadiah 

15 

Obadiah 

H. 

21, 49, 73, 



75, 79 

W. A. 

24 


William 

A. 

75 


CANADA, James L. 68 
CANNING, James 62 
Mary ( ) 62 

CANTERBURY, Asa 46, 58, 

70 

CAPEN, J. 53 
CARBAUGH, Mary 47 
CARLSON, A. 21 
C. 24 

Carl Frederick 22, 37, 

60, 69 

E. 21 
Erie 63 
Erik 60 
J. 23 

Lovisa (Nelson) 60 
CARNAHAN, D. F. 63 
Lattia 69 
CARNELL, W. H. 27 
CARNEY, W. 48 
CAROTHERS, Martha E. ( ) 

74 
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CARPENTER, (Dr.) 13, 69 

Adda 72 

Ann Eliza (Randall) 

72 

Joseph 72 
U 45 

William 72 
CARR, Oscar H. 29, 62 
CARROLL, J. 43 
J. D. 35 
CARSE, J. 24 
CARSON, E. 63 

J. B. (Mrs.) 22 
0. P. H. 36 
CART, R. 51 
CARTER, J. 21 

CARVER 1 !’(Miss) 58 
CASE, D. B. 10, 71 
Howard 9, 15, 59, 

67, 68 

Howard (Mrs.) 61 
CASSEL, J. M. 66 
CASSELL, C. C. 66 
CASSIDY, T. 0. 36 

CASSINGHAM, Ellen (Cullen) 

76 

Elmira (Burns) 76 
M. 57, 75, 76, 83 
Ora W. 38, 76, 83 
CASTLE, Ada W. (Brown) 79 
Emeline ( ) 79 

Iva Adel 1 a 79 

J. M. 71 
Judson 79 
Londo 79 

Lyman D. V. 79, 83 
CHAFFEY, G. 45 

CHALLEY, A. 37 

CHALLY, L. H. 22 
CHAMBERLIN, R. Stephen 

10, 74 

T. W. 22 

CHAMBERS, Frederick 72 
CHARLES, J. 45 
CHENNEY, M. F. (Mrs.) 13 
CHENOWETH, William 12 
CHERRY, A. L. 23, 62 
B. Q. 23, 67, 69 
Benjamin Q. 63 
CHURCH, B. F. 72 


7 


CHURCH (Cont.) 

B. G. 11 

F. S. 63 

CLARK, A. 30 

A. L. 21, 23, 59, 62, 
70, 73 
Catharine 77 
E. 21 

Eliza Ann 79 


Emma 

58 


George 

13 


George 

B. 

13 

H. J. 

58 


Henrietta A 

. (Durgin 



79 

J. 45 

00 

* 

, 51 

John 

59, 

64 

Mary 

79 


P. 21 



R. 12 

,14 

, 23, 25, 

67 

, 72 


Remembrance 

12, 69 

S. F. 

21 


CLAY, 0. 0 

• 

45 

CLAYTON, - 

- - 

- (Kemp) 

Alfred 

71 


A1 i ce 

71 


E. 52 



Edward 

10 

, 71 

Elizabeth 

52, 71 

Elizabeth ( 

) 

H. 52 



Henry 

52, 

71 

1. 52 



J. 53 



James 

71 


John 

16, 

71, 80 

Mary 

52, 

71 


S. 52 

Samuel 10, 71 
William 71, 72 
CLEMME, J. 43 
CLESS, J. 45 
CLEVENGER, G. 6. 47 

J. M. 47, 67 
CLIFFORD brothers 44 

CLIFTON, Theodore 62 

CLIMPSON, R. 37 
CLOUD, Alice (Polhemus) 

79 

Milton H. 9, 11, 16, 20, 
55, 56, 79, 83 
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CLOUD (Cont.) 

Sarah D. (Gibson) 79 
Vivian 79 
CLOYES brothers 12 
Charles 15, 67 
Frederick 67, 68 
James 67 
James G. 68 

COAL, Mary (Williams) 79 
P. A. 31, 57, 79, 83 
Sadie (Black) 79 
W. P. T. 79 
COBURN, W. W. 11 
COCHRAN, J. W. 15 

COFFMAN, J. P. 64 

COLE, Elizabeth 76 
COLLIER, Hattie (McClure) 

79 


J. E. 

11 


John H. 

9, 10 

, 11, 31, 


59, 64 
79, 83 

, 70, 71, 

Joseph 

79 


COLLIN, E. 

60 


Elsa (Randum) 

60 

COLLINS, E 

69 


E. T. 

37 


Edward 

G. 76, 

83 

Emanuel 

63 



Martha M. (Shute) 76 
COLSTON, Isabella 74 
COLT, W. B. M. 63 
COLWELL, M. 37 
COMSTOCK, C. J. 36, 46 
CONDON, Ira Z. 72 
CONGDON, Ira Z. 13, 58 
CONGRAM, J. B. 21, 61 

CONKLIN, T. S. 24 

CONN, Willis 16 
CONNIFF, John 76 
Peter 35, 77 
CONNOLLY, Susan 51 
CONROW, 12 

Annie E. (Hobbis) 58 
William L. 9, 10, 72 
CONVERS, C. C. 45 
CONVERSE, C. C. 46 
COODER, Jemima 66 
John 66, 69 
COOK, A. 52 
Abraham 71 


COOK (Cont.) 

Angeline (Dean) 77 
C. A. 48 

Carrie (Montelius) 77 
Charles A. 16, 77 
F. M. 52 
Florence A. 82 
Frances L. 9, 16, 18, 
33, 56, 68, 79, 
83 

Frank M. 71 
H. D. 79 

H. M. 52 

J. 43 

Johanna (Hall) 79 
John 69, 76, 79 
Kate 45 

Kate (Anderson) 79 

L. J. (Mrs.) 29 
Laura 71 

M. 51 

P. L. 51 

W. P. 43 

COOLEY,Paul 67, 74 
Paul W. 15, 61 
COONTS, Joseph 69, 73, 79 
COOPER, A. J. 11, 36 
Elizabeth (Cole) 76 
F. L. 59 

S. D. 12, 59, 60, 67, 

80 

William 35, 76 
CORBIN, J. D. 11 
CORBLEY, Lindsey 15, 59, 

61, 70 

CORBLY, L. 23, 29 
COREY, Almira 81 
Ruth (Wilcox) 72 
William 45, 72 
CORKHILL, J. T. 51 

T. 51 

CORKLE, J. 48 
M. 45 

CORLEY, J. 64, 66 
CORNELL, Mary 36 
Mary ( ) 63 

CORRECK, W. 52 

CORRELL, Henry 65 
John 65 
R. W. 48 
Thomas 10, 48, 77 
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COSWELL, Anna 75 
COTHRAN, J. 36 

COULTER, J. 43 

COVALT, J. 67 
Jonathan 9, 69 
Margaret E. (Stites) 

69 

W. H. 23 
COVEY, L. 44 
COVOLT, Jonathan 61 
COWLEY, W. T. 51 
William 77 
COX, J. 47 
M. 47 

R. 47 
W. 47 


CRABBS, Austin 11, 61, 63, 

71, 83 

Catharine (Yeiter) 71 
David 71 
CRAMER, M. 11 
William 11, 69 
CRANDALL, C. C. 48 

D. S. 14 
David 69 
H. A. 48 
M. 48 

CRANDELL, C. C. 11 

CRANE, M. 13 
CRANSTON, J. 65 

CRANTZ, John 60 

CRASSWELL, M. S. 62 
CRATTENWISE, G. 0. 52 

CRAWFORD, Anna 74 
J. 35, 43 
J. J. 74 
John 76 
W. H. 23 
CREWS, R. 64 
CRIGLER, Ann 64 
J. M. 43 
Sarah 64 
T. B. 64 
Thomas 13 


CRISE, Saloma 
CRISWELL, R. A. 
CROFT, Abraham 

23, 29, 

CROMPTON, C. T. 
CROSS, Catharine 


74 

63 

10 , 12 , 

59, 70 
23 

(Mitchinson) 


72 


CROSS (Cont.) 

M. 13, 45 
Michael 13, 72 

S. 30, 45 

Samuel 13, 30, 64, 72 
CROSSETT, Jane E. 72 
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PATRONS’ REFERENCE DIRECTORY 


OF 


FORD GOUNTY, ILLINOIS. 

EXPLANATION.—The date following a name indicates the length of time the party has been a resident of the county. The abbreviations are as follows; S. for 
Section; T. for Township; P. O. for Post-office address. When no Section Number or Township is given, it will be understood that the party resides within the limits 
of the village or city named, and, in such cases, the post-office address is the same as the place of residence, unless otherwise stated. 


Anderson, Andrew, Parmer and Assessor, S. 8,T. Mona, P.O. Kempton, 1875. 
Anderson, Swen, Postmaster, Lumber and Coal, Sibley, 1868. 

Anderson, John, Parmer, S. 14, T. Drummer, P. O. Gibson City, 1870. 
Anderson, Martin, Brick and Tile Mfg., Paxton, 1870. 

Andrews, J. H., Parmer, 8. 33, T. wJl, P. O. Perdue, 1881. 

Arends, John, Parmer. S. 4, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, 1870. 

Arenda, Theodore, Parmer, b. 9. T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, 1870. 

A rends, Henry, Parmer, S. 35, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Mfelvin, 2870. 
Ashley, B. D., Parmer and Stockraiser, S. 17, T. Snllivant, P. O. Garber, 1882. 
Aapergren, Charles, Groceries, Hardware, etc., Paxton, 1868. 

Atwood, Henry, Parmer, S. 22, T. Pella, P. O. Piper (Sty, 1857. 

Atwood ft Co., Purnitnre and Undertaking, Paxton. 

Ayreaman, S. A. D., Parmer and Grain and Coal Dealer, Gibson City, 1870. 
Ayresman, W. H., Parmer and Threshing Machine Operator, 8. 17, T. Drum* 
mer, P. O. Gibson City, 1873. 

Biily ft Richmond (R. R. Baily and H. H. Richmond), Real Batata and 
Farm Loans, Gioson City, 1881. 

Baily, J. M., Real Bstate, Gibson City, 1874. 

Ball, Amos, Insurance and Assessor, Gibson City. 

Ballinger, C. W , Parmer, S. 34, T. Patton, P. O. Paxton, 1892. 

Bants, J. D., Parmer, Paxton, 1892. 

Barber, Wm., Parmer, S. 8, T. Lyman, P. O. Roberta, 1889. 

Barrow, A. A., Parmer, S. 6, T. Dix, P. O. Gibson City, 1867. 

Barrow, A. W., Farmer and Stockdealer, S. 10, T. Dix, P. O. BUiott, 1867. 
Beach, H. P , Attorbey and Bditor, Piper City, 1867. 

Beach, Clif. B., City Attorney. Paxton, Ill. 

Bear, Martin, Farmer, S. 6, T. Lyman, P. O. Roberts, 1875. 

Beagley, J. H., Publisher, Sibley. 1882. 

Beck, August, Parmer, S. 7, T. Wall, P. O. Melvin, 1880. 

Beck, Fred. Parmer and Dealer in Implements, S. 35, T. Peach Orchard, P.O. 
Melvin, 1869. 

Bentley. Albert, Publisher "Roberts Herald," Roberta, 1900. 

Bevington, H. H., Parmer, S. 34, T. Patton, P. O. Paxton, 1870. 

Bloomster, Brnil, Insurance and Farm Loans, Paston, 1880. 

Blundy, George, Parmer, S. 22, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, 1870. 
Bogaraus, Chas., Real Bstate and Loans; Paxton, 1872. 

Boahell, H. N., Physician and Surgeon, Melvin, 1887. 

Boundy, Wm , Parmer, S. 33, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, 1868. 

Bonndy, John B , Parmer, S. 34, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, 1867. 
Bowden, Thomas, Farmer, S. SO, T. Lyman, P. O. Roberta, 1880. 

Breneisa, D. M., Bditor "Cabery Enquirer," Cabery, 1873. 

Briggs, J. F., Parmer, S. 20, T. Dix, P. O. Gibson City, 1881. 

Brotherton, C. G., Banker and Dealer in Lumber, Grain and Coal, Guthrie. 
Brown, J. B. Co. Bankers, Chatsworth. 

Brown, C. R., Farmer, S. 22, T. Lyman, P. O. Roberta, 1900. 

Buchholz, Wm., Grain, Coal, Lumber, etc,, Melvin, 1869. 

Buchholz, Amandus, General Merchandise, Melvin, 1869. 

Bnchholz, August, Parmer, 8. 1, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, 1869. 
Auchholz, Albert, Grain and Coal, Melvin, 1869. 

Burkland, Frederick, Farmer, 8. 33, T. Wall, P. O. Perdue, 1866. 

Busk, Nelson, Parmer, S. 21, T. Lyman, P. O. Roberts, 1870. 

Bute, C. B., Stock Auctioneer, S. 31, T. Rogers, P. O. Kemptou, 1888. 

Cameron, W. A., Banker and Postmaster, BUiott, 1869. 

Cannon, Rev. John H., Pastor "Our Lady of Lourdes” Church, Gibson City; 
"St. George’s Church," Melvin; "Church of the Immaculate Conception," 
Roberts; "St. John’s Church,’’ Belleflower; and " Church of the 8acted 
Heart." Parmer City; P. O. Gibson City, 1898. . 

Carlson, C. A., Parmer, S. 9, T. Button, P. O. Clarence, 1864. 

Carlson, H. F., Parmer, S. 16, T. Patton, P. O. Perdue, 1870. 

Carlson, C. F.. Retired Parmer, 8. 18. T. Patton, P. O. BUiott, 1870. 

Carlson, Albert T., Livery, Paxton, 1874. 

Carroll, P. A., "Melvin Transcript.” * 

Crandall, H. A., Parmer and Road Commissioner, S. 9, T. Pella, P. O. Piper 
City, 1869. 

Carpenter, H. S., Township Clerk, Parmer and Secretary Brenton and Pella 
Insurance Co., 8, 8, T. Brenton, P. O. Piper City, 1867. 

Carson, J. B., Grain Dealer and School Treasurer, Perdue, 1879. 

Chapman, W. C., Dentist, Gibson City, 1891. 

Charles, Wm. H.. Foreman L. M. Fairbanks Farm, S. 31, T. Wall, P. O. Blli* 
ott, 1899. 

Clark, C. O., Photographer, Caberry, 1877. 

Clark, Perry, Parmer, Paxton, 1876. 

Clayton, F. H., Livery and Dray, Cabery, 1871. 

Clayton, James, Retired Parmer, 8.31, T. Rogers, P. O. Kempton, 1863. 

Cloud, Milton H., Attorney, Paxton, 1869. 

Coal, P. A , Postmaster ana Bditor "Bnterprise," Gibson City, 1877. 

Collier, Hon. J. H. (J. H. Collier ft Son), Hardware and Farm Machinery, 
Gibson City, 1870. 

Cook, B. D., Postmaster, Livery and Transfer, Piper Citv, 1871. 

Cook, Chas. A., Farmer and Assessor, S. 30, T. Pella, P. O. Piper City, 1870. 
Cook. Wm. S., Parmer, S. 28. T. Rogers, P. O. Cabery, 1866. 

Cool, I. N., Carriage Mfg., Paxton, 1898. 

Coulter, C. J., Parmer, 8. 9, T. Patton, P O. Paxton, 1871. 

Colteux, John, Real Bstate, Melvin, 1886. v 

Cooper, lames B., Parmer, S. 28, T. Peach Orchard, P, O. Melvin, 1879. 
Crawford, James, Retired Parmer, S. 1, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, 1875. 
Crawford. John R., Farmer, S. 22, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, 1875. 
Crawford, Thos. J., Parmer, S. 21, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, 1875. 
Cranston, L. A., Attorney at Law, Gibson City, 1895, 

Crawford, P. H., Parmer, S. 27, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, 1874. 


Croft, A., Retired, Paxton, 1877. 

Crow, Thos., Parmer and Township Supervisor, 8. 21, T. Dix, P. O. BUi¬ 
ott, 1877. 

Culbertson, J. C. Banker and Druggist, Piper City, Ill., 1869. 

Culter, P. O., Physician and Surgeon, Gibson City, 1888. 

Dally, H. M., Physician and Surgeon, Kempton, 1882. 

De Pries, Herman. Stock buyer, Melvin, 1869. 

De Fries, Geo., Parmer, S. 28, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, 1867. 

Dehm, George, Parmer, S. 6, T. Pella, P. O. Cullom, 1869. 

Demoure, J. W. F., Retired Fanner and Justice of the Peace, 8. 4, T. Brenton, 
P. O. Piper City, 2887. 

Dennewitz, Wm., Farmer, 8. 8, T. Brenton, P. O. Piper City, 1876. 

Devereaux, I. J., Livery and Stockdealer, Kempton, 1888. 

DiUon, Mont., Pianos, Organs and Sewing Machines, Paxton. 

Down, B. W., Parmer and Breeder of Short Horn Cattle and Thoroughbred 
Horses, 8. 26, T. Rogers, P. O. Cabery, 1867. 

Dowse, George V., Parmer and Stockraiser, S. 8, T.'Mon*, P. O. Kempton, 
1872. 

Drendel, Prank, Parmer. 8, 21, T. Mona, P. O. Cullom, 1868. 

Dueringer, Mrs.Henry, Parmer, 8. 21. T. Dix, P. O. Guthrie, 1868. 

Dunn, Richard, Farmer and Breeder of Poland China Hogs, 8. 15, T. Brenton, 
P. O. Piper City, 1869. 

Dunham, J. C., Bditor and Publisher, Paxton, 1882. 

Dunnan, J. Wallace, Publisher, Pazton, 1882. 

Ebert, Samuel, Hardware, Purnitnre and Undertaking,Roberts, 1867. 

BUiott, W. H. H., Retired Parmer, 8.25. T. Button, P. O. Clarence, 1852. 
Bppksheimer, Phillip, Parmer, 8. 3, T. Wall, P. O. Roberta, 1867. 

Feeney, Thomas, Parmer, 8.18, T. Lyman, P. O. Roberts, 1900. 

Perris, A. L., Survejor and Farmer, S. 8, T. Patton, P. O. Paxton, 1857. 
Flagg, F. B.. Farmer, S. 28, T. Button. P. O. Clarence, 1862. 

Flora, W. B., County Clerk, Paxton, 1868. 

Fortier, Wm. O., Parmer, 8. 9, T. Pells. P. O. Piper City, 1884. 

Poster, W., Parmer. S. 33, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, 1868. 

Foster, John 8. Parmer and Stockraiser, S. 3, T. Drummer, P. O. Gibson City, 
1894. 

Fredrickson, Gustaf, Parmer and Stockraiser, 8. 21, T. Patton, P. O. Perdue. 

Gardner, B. A., County Superintendent of Schools, Paxton, 1882. 

Geegan, Chris.. Parmer, 8. 7, T. Wall, P. O. Melvin, 1871. 

Gibson, Mary S., Retired, Piper City, 1875. 

Gilkeson, M. H., Farmer, 8.15, T. Wall, P. O. Loda. 1874. 

Gilmore, Albert,' Parmer and Stockraiser, 8. 27, T. Drummer, P. O. Gibson 
City, 1870. 

.Gilpin, Chas. B., Bditor "Piper City Journal," Piper City, 1900. 

Glass, James P., Parmer, S. Ss, T. Pella, P. O. Piper City. 

Gleaaou, Ellen R., Parmer, 8. 22, T. Lyman, P. O. Roberta, 1872. 

GoodeU Sons ft Co., A., Investment Bankers, Lode. 

Goodman, William (McKinney ft Goodman), Lumber, Hardware and Furni¬ 
ture, Ketuptou, 1856. * 

Goodwin, W. H., Parmer and Stockraiser, 8.36, T. Button, P. O. Clarence, 
1862. 

Graham, Chaa. F., Contractor and Builder, Paxton, 1881. 

Gullett, W. H.. Parmer, 8.28. T. Lyman, P. O. Roberta, 1893. 

Hagin, J. B., Parmer, S. 13, T. Dix, P. O. BUiott, 1845. 

Hall, L- Loyd, Photographer, Piper City, 1896, 

Hand, M. £., Farmer, 8. 20, T. Button, P. O. Clarence, 1878. 

Hansen, Nekkolai, Prop. Commercial Hotel, Cabery, 1881. 

Hanson, A.J., Farmer, S. 14, T. Patton, P. O Paxton, 1864. 

Happ, George, Proprietor New York 8tore, Gents’ Furnishings and Clothing 
Paxton, 1895. 

Harsch. Geo. T., General Merchandise, Melvin, 1895. 

Heavener, SUas D., Parmer and Supervisor, 8. 18, T. Pella, P. O. Piper City, 
1868. 

Heavisides, Amos C., Parmer, 8. 20, T. Mona, P. O. Kempton, 1878. 

Helman, C. F., Civil Bogineer, Paxton. * 

Hellcckson. H., Parmer, 8. 31, T. Wall, P. O. Elliott, 1883. 

Henderson, J. C., Parmer, 8.28, T. Button, P. O. Rankin, 1871. 

Hester, B. B., Physician, Clarence, 1899. 

Hineke. Rev. Wm., Minister, Sibley, 1896. 

Holderman, L. 8., Retired, Paxton, 1883. 

Holmes,* Christian, Farmer, 8. 31, T. Brenton, P. O. Roberts, 1875 
Holmes, J. W.. Parmer, 8. 27, T. Peach Orchard, P. O, Melvin, 1856. 

Huey, H. B , Parmer, 8. 18, T. Dix, P. O. Gibson City. 1892. 

Huey, Wm G., Retired Parmer, S. 18, T. Dix, P. O, Gibson City, 1892. 

Hughes, Thos. C.. Parmer and Breeder of Red Polled Cattle, Poland China 
Hogs and Shropshiredown Sheep, 8. 24, T. Rogers, P. O. Cabery, 1870. 
Hunt’ W. J., Retired Parmer, 8. 1, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, 1872. 

Hunt, Jona S., Retired Parmer, Melvin, 1867. 

Hunt, P., Veterinary Surgeon, Gibson City, 1874. 

Hutchison, J. R., Parmer, S. 5, T. Button, P. O. Clarence, 1868. 

Iehl, John (Iehl ft Co.), Banker, Melvin, 1869. 

Jeffrey, J. H.. Nurseryman, Piper City. 

Johnson, James M., Parmer, 8. 28, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, 1871. 
Johnson, C. B., Contractor and Builder, Paxton, 1867. 

Jonas, J. K.. Mayor, Gibson City, 1860. 


Jones, John A., Farmer, 8. 27,T. Drummer, P, O. Garber, 1889. 

Jordan, J. H., Manufacturer of Brick and Tile, Gibson City, 1855. 

Karr, Edward, Fanner and Stockraiser, 8.34, T. Wall, P. O. Paxton. 
Kaufman, B. F., Photographer and Barber, Melvin, 1894. 

Keefe, John, Retired Parmer, S. 4, T. Brenton, P. O. Piper City, 1869. 

Keighin, D. B., Lumber, Hardware and Coal, Cabery, 18(0. 

Keller, R.. Parmer and Road Co mmi ssioner, 8. 25, T. Dix, P. O. BUiott, 1870* 
Kelley, Samuel P.. Mfg. Brick and Tile and Dealer in Implements, Grain, 
Coal, Hay and Livestock. Clarence, 1892. 

Keith, Albert. Parmer, 8. 10, T. DU. P. O. BUiott, 1867. 

Kemp, Mrs. N. M., Parmer, 8. 11. T. Patton, P. O. Paxton, 1877. 

Kerr, H. H., Attorney, Paxton. 1876. 

Kenick, Lon H. Jr., Parmer and Stockraiser, 8. 25, T. Snllivant, P. 0.8ibley, 
1899. 

Kerns, B., Grain Buyer, Sibley, 1885. 

Kietzmann, Wm., Retired Parmer, 8. 9, T. Wall. P. O. Melvin, 1875. 
Kietzmann, Lary. Parmer, 8. 9, T. Wall, P. O. Melvin, 1875. 

Kloethe, D. A., Piper City Clothing and 8hoe House, Piper City, 1398. 
Kjellstrsnd, C. G., Grocer, Paxton, 1870. 

Knapp, C. W., Dentist, Gibaon Gity, 1900. 

Kratz, Christian, Parmer and Road Commissioner, 8.18, T. Brenton, 1889. 
Krone, Christian, Cold Storage, Piper City, 1892. 

Kants, A. M., Parmer, 8. 29, T. Snllivant, P. O. Cropaey, 1806. 

Langford, C. H., M inager Paxton Blectric Light Co., Paxton, 1881. 

Laraon, T. J. (Larson Bros.), Furnishing Goods, Hats, Caps, etc., Paxton, 1865. 
Larson, C. A. (Larson Bros.), Furnishing Goods, Paxton, 1865. 

La Teer, W. J., Banker, Paxton, 1894. 

Lawrence, A, J., Dry Goods, Carpets, etc., Paxton, 1869. 

Lewis, Albert W., Real Bstate and Insurance, Piper City, 1857. 

Lewis, Freeman, Parmer, 8. 29, T. Button, P. O. Clarence, 1882. 

Lewis Bros, ft Brett, Blectridana, Piper City, 1900. 

Lewis, John R., Civil Engineer and Proof Solicitor of Swamp Lands Of Illi¬ 
nois,. Piper City, 1856. 

Lindberv, C. T., Parmer, 8. 8, T. Button, P. O. Clarence, 1878. 

Lindelof; O. A., Assistant Manager Sibley Bstate, 8ib!ey, 1880. 

Lindberg, August, Retired Parmer, Paxton, 1868. 

Lindgren, Oscar, 8.13, T. Patton, P. O. Paxton, 1869. 

Lindley, Prank (Kerr ft Lindley), Attorney, Paxton, 1879. 

Lowrey Sons, B., Publishers of "Courier," Gibson City. 

Lock, Wm. L., Minister, Paxton, 1698. 

Ludlow, 8. (Phillips ft Ludlow), Attorney, Paxton, 1887. 

Lnndberg, Swan, Cold Storage, Paxton, 1865. 

MeBeth, W. F., Attorney, Paxton, 1898. 

McBride, James, Retired Parmer, Piper City, 1868. 

McCabe, G. W., Cashier Commercial National Bank, Chatsworth. 

McCracken, Col. D. P., Livestock Auctioneer, Paxton, 1861. 

McCracken, R. A., Attorney, Paxton, 1865. 

McCormick, Wm., Parmer and Road Comm i s si o ner , 8. 23, T. Drummer, P. O. 
Garber, 1883. 

McCormick, N. K„ Physician, Normal. 

McBlroy, A., County Judge, Paxton, 1859. 

McLaughlin, W. B.. Paimer, 8. 36. M. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin. 
McKinney, John (John McKinney, Son ft Co.), Hardware, Furniture, Lum¬ 
ber, Piper City. 1856. 

McQnillen, P., Retired Parmer, 8. 1, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, 1868. 
McQuiston, M. L.. Attorney, Paxton, 1871. 

Mahan, J., Physician and Surgeon, Paxton, 1892. 

Maline, Paul, Retired Parmer, 8. 17, T. Patton, P. O. Perdue. 

Marble, Bugene, Parmer and Stockraiser, 8. 5, T. Brenton, P. O. Piper City, 
1869. 

Mattison, Wilson ft Co., Bankers, Gibaon City. 

May, Peter, Parmer, 8.16, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Guthrie, 1886. 

Meyer, John C.. Postmaster and General Merchandise, Garber, 1890. 
Middlecoff, J. P., Manufacturer of Brick and Tile, Paxton, 1857. 

MUler, T. L., Retired, Paxton, 1857. 

MUlfbrd, Harry R-, Photographer, Paxton, 1899. 

Miner, H. M., Farm Machinery, Gibaon City, 1870. 

Mohr, Fred, Farmer, 8. 9, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin. 1871. 

Moffett, Robert, Livery, Peed and Sale Stable, Paxton, 1869. 

Moffett, Hon. John H., Circuit Judge, Paxton, 1865. 

Moffett, Wm. 8. (Cloud ft Moffett), Attorney, Paxton, 1864. 

Monteliua, Hon. John A., Banker, Grain and Implements, Piper City, 1866.. 
Montelina, Geo. D., Implement Dealer, Piper City. 1872. 

Montelius, John A. Jr., Implement Dealer, Piper City, 1874. 

Montelina, Joseph K., Cashier Pint National Bank, Piper City, 1870. 

Mottier, W. C„ Breeder of White and Buff Rock Chickens, Pekin Docks, 
White Holland Tnrkeya and Belgian Hares, 8. 6, T. Dix, P. O. Gibaon 
City. 1880. 

Mottier, W. F., Parmer and Stockraiser, 8.5, T. Dix. P. O. Gibaon City, 1880. 
Moody, Wm., Parmer and 8tockraiaer, Champaign County, P, O. Clarence. 
Monro, A. C., Parmer, 8.28, T. Pena, P. a Piper City, 1699. 

Newman, C. W„ Butcher, Roberts, 1871. 

Newman ft Pe te rson, Furniture and Undertaking, Paxton. 

Nielsen, N. P., Contractor and Bnilder, Paxton, 1882. 

Nordgren, C. A., Hardware, Plumbing, Heating, etc., Paxton, 1831. 

Nutt, Ziden, B., Parmer and Stockraiser, 8. 23, T. Mona, P.O. Kempton, 1875. 
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Ogilvie, James, Fanner and 8tockraiser, S. 22, T. Rogers, P. O. Cabery, 1866 • 
Ogilvie, Harry A (Merrill. Riggs ft Ogilrie), General Mdae., Caberry, 1866. 
Olaaon, Rev. E. P., Pastor Lutheran Church, Paxton, 1888. 

Onken, L. B. & J. A., Farmrra, S.2I, T. Drummer, P. O. Garber, 1876*8. 
Onken, August, Retired Parmer, S. 21, T. Drummer, P. O. Oarber, 1873. 
Opperman Bros, (A. Opperman, B. Opperman and Chas. Opperman), General 
Merchandise, Piper City, 1872. 

Parka, R. C., Parmer, S. 6, T. Button, P. O. Clarence, 1882. 

Parsons, Samuel, Parmer, S. 2, T. Button, P. O. Loda, 1868. 

Patton, Mrs. Jane, Parmer, S. 33, T. Button, P. O. Clarence, 1858. 

Patton, W. T., Parmer and Surveyor and Dealer in Real Estate, Paxton, 1860. 
Patton ft Danner, Livery, Gibson City. 

Peters, P. J., Parmer ana Stockraiser, S. 9, T. Wall, P. O. Melvin. 

Peterson, Andrew, Florist, Paxton, 1881. 

Perry, B. B., Physician and Surgeon, Melvin, 1880. 

Pettit, James A., Stockdealer, Roberts, 1878. 

Phillips, Prank, Parmer, S. 18, T. Wall, P. O. Melvin, 1870. 

Phillips, Phillip, Parmer, S. 6, T. Wall, P. O. Melvin, 1869. 

Phillips, L. H., Parmer, S. 2, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, If80. 

Phillips, A. L., States Attorney and Real Bstate, Gibson City, 1884. 

Phipps, B. J., Parmer, S. 6, T. Lyman, P. O. Roberts, 1867, 

Phipps, Bd., Parmer, S. 6, T. Lyman, P. O. Roberts, 1877. 

Powell, L. M., Parmer and Bandmaster, S. 3, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, 
1898. 

Porterfield, S. J., Editor “ Chronicle," Cullom. 

Preston ft Gilmore (J. W. Preston and Ira Gilmore), Real Bstate, Gtbaon 
City, 1871. 

Rady, Samuel P., Lawyer and Real Bstate Dealer, Gibson City, 1881. 

Rasmus, Peter A., Photographer, Paxton, 1867. 

Read, Thomas, Parmer and Stockraiser, S. 12, T. Pella, P.O. Piper City, 1871. 
Reardon, Thos., Parmer, S. 25, T. Lyman, P. O. Roberts, 1881. 

Reeves, W. C., Lawyer, Gibson City, 1892. 

Rice, Hugh, Retired Railroad Man and Parmer, S. 5, T. Bren ton, P. O. Piper 
City, 1866. 

Richardson ft Hopkins, Grain Dealers, Perdue, 1894. 

Rockwell, Lorenao, Parmer, S. 3. T. Mona, P. O. -Kempton, 1872. 

Rohrbach. John, General Collector, Piper City, 1861. 

Ross, James, Parmer, 8. 15, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, 1887. 


Ross, Timothy, Sheriff, Paxton, 1866. 

Rowcliff, John, Parmer, S. 28, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, 1868. 

Russell, John, Parmer, S. 26, T. Lyman, P. O. Roberts, 1864. 

Ryan, Rev. Michael, Pastor St. Peter's Church, Piper City, 1900. 

Sandy, John F., Grocer, Paxton, 1887. 

Saxton, J. L., Dry Goods, Carpets and Shoes, Gibson City, 1875. 

Scarbrough, W. H., City Marsaall, Paxton, 1890. 

Hchneider ft Schneider (C. 8. Schneider and R. L. Schneider), Lawyers, Pax* 
too, li*98. 

Shambrook, John, Parmer, S. 6, T. Lyman. P. O. Roberts, 1869. 

Sham brook, F. T., Parmer, 8.6, T. Lyman, P. O, Roberta. 1869. 

Shambrook, James R., Parmer, S. 6, T. Lyman, P. O. Roberts, 1869. 

Shearer, Lewis, Parmer, S 30, T. Mona. P. O. Cullom, 1880. 

Sheldon, A. B., Postmaster, Paxton, 1873. 

Shiltz. John, Retired Parmer, S. 1, T. Peach Oichard, P. O. Melvin, 1868. 
Shirley. O. A., Parmer, S. 36, T. Drummer, P. O. Gibson City, 1869. 

8hort, John. Retired Parmer, S. 31, T. WaU, P. O. Melvin. 1884. 

Simms, W. H., Land Owner and Business Agent, Gibson City, 1871. 

Skinner, H. J., Livery, Breeding and Sale Barn, Sibley. 1885. 

Skog, John, Farmer, S. 18, T. Button, P. O. Perdue, 1870. 

Smith, John P., Banker, Roberts, 1859. 

Snelling, J. H., Parmer and Breeder of Short Horn Cattle, S. II, T. Wall, P.O. 
Loda, 1878. 

Snyder, M. T., Parmer and Stockraiser. S. 22, T. Wall, P. O. Loda. 

Sowers, T. J., County Treasurer, Paxton, 1869. 

Speedie, David, Parmer, 8.17, T. Dix, P. O. Gibson City, 1866. 

Stadler, S imel N., Parmer, S. 30, T. Brenton, P. O. Piper City, 1877. 

Stadler, Prank, Parmer, S. 30, T. Brenton, P. O. Piper City, 1870. 

Stevens, Albert, Parmer, S. 11, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin. 1874. 

Stein man, H. G., Banker, Cullom. 

Stevens, N. B. ft Son, Publishers " Daily Record," Paxton. 

St. John, Fred, Parmer, S. 6, Sullivant, P. O. Sibley, 1881. 

Strong ft Bogardus, Real Bstate and Insurance, Paxton. 

Stuart, Andrew, Postmaster, Kempton, 1866. 

Sutton, James R., Parmer, S. 3, T. Mona, P. O. Kempton, 1871. 

Swanson, C. H., Manager Paxton Branch Port Hnron Engine and Traction 
Co., Paxton, 1869. 

Swanson, John G., Coal and Peed, Paxton, 1870. 

Swataley, G. C., Parmer, S. 25, T. Drummer, P. O. Garber, 1891. 


Tack well, B. B., Fanner and Stockraiser, S. 28, T. Patton, P. O. Paxton, 1897 
Taylor, Thomas, Parmer, S. 23, T. Pella, P. O. Piper City, 1889. 

Taylor, John, Retired Parmer, Paxton. 1875. 

Thackray, Geo. W.. Parmer, S. 12, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin, 186**. 
Thackray, J. E., Parmer, S. 14, T. Peach Orchasd, P. O. Melvin, 1873. 
Thomas, C. M., Paxton; 

Thompson, T. D., Circuit Clerk, Paxton, 1869. 

Thompson, W. K., Agricultural Implements and Lumber, Melvin, 1872. 
Trigger, Richard, Parmer, S 11, T. Wall, P. O. Loda, 1869. 

Tweete, R. B., Parmer, 8. 33, T. Patton, P. O. Paxton, 1872. 

Twiehaua, Mrs. Wilhelmina, Parmer, 8. 8, T. Pella, P. O. Cullom, 1889. 

Umbarger, Josiah, Retired Parmer, S. 1, T. Peach Orchard, P.O. Melvin, 1867. 
Vogelbacber. Aug., Parmer, S. 2, T. Brenton, P. O. Piper City, 1884. 

Waldron, Bmma N., Paxton, 190U. 

Wagoner, William S., Parmer, 3. 34, T. Dix, P. O. Blliott, 1872. 

Warner, Wm. J., Parmer, S. 20, T. Lyman, P.O. Roberts, 1898.| 

Way, V. G., Parmer and Road Commissioner, 3. 27, T. Drummer, P. O. 
Gibson City, 1881. 

Weak man, John, Parmer and Stockraiser, S. 15, T. Pells, P. O. Piper 
City, 1865. 

Weber, Balts, Parmer and Stockraiser, 3. 14, T. Brenton, P. O. Piper 
City, 1877. 

Wedetmann, B. Henry, Parmer, S. 29, T. Drummer, P. O. Gibson‘City, 
1874. 

West, Mian Bertha M., Osteopathist, Gibson City, 1900. 

Westbrook, W. H., Grain and Coal, Paxton, 1871. 

Wcsslnnd, Chya., Parmer, S. 21, T Patton, P. O. Perdue, 1869. 

Wilkison, B. D., Photographer, Gibaon City, 18^5. 

Wilson, John J., Parmer; S. 24, T. Peach Orchard, P.O. Melvin. 1869. 
Wood, C. L., Parmer and 8tockraiaer, S. 15, T. Rogers, P.O. Cabery, 1878. 
Wood, Sarah L.. Retired, 8. 9. T. Dix, P. O. Blliott, 1868. 

Wooleoncroft, J. B., Parme-, S. 18, T. Lyman, P. O. Roberts, 1871. 
Worthington, Ellis, Livery, Melvin, 1880. 

Wylie, S. M., Physician and Surgeon, Paxton, 1868. 

Wylie, O. H., Attoney at Law, Paxton, 1867. 

Zimmerman, Mrs. Pannie, Parmer, 8. 19, T. Drummer, P. O. Gibaon 
City, 1870. 
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TJNTTED STATES D S UBVU ST S. 


X. 


il 



ANALYSIS OF THE SYSTEM 


OF- 



FiOTIPS) 






COPTRIOKT, 1030. 


METES AND BOUNDS. 


I* to the time of the R* volutionary War, or until nbout the beginning of the present century, land, when parcelled out, and 
sold or granted, was deacrilted by Metes and Bo^ods,” and that system is still in existence in the following States, or in 
those portions of them which had been sold or granted when the present plan of surreys was adopted, vis.: New York, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North and Sourh Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, Kentucky, Texas, 
and the six New England States. To describe land by “ Metes and Bounds.” is to have a known land-mark for a place of beginning, 
and i hen follow a line according to the compass-needle (or magnetic bearing), or the course of a stream, or track of an ancient high¬ 
way. This plan has resulted in endless confusion and litigation, as land marks decay and change, and it is a well-known fact that 
the compass-needle varies and does not always point duo North. 

As an example of this plan of dividing lands, the following description of a farm laid out by “ Metes and Bounds,” is given: 
“ Beginning at a stone on the Bank of Doe River, at a point where the highway from A. to B. crosses said river (see point marked C. 
onJ)iagram 1); thence 40° North of West 100 rods to a largo stump; thence 10° North of West 90 rods; thence 15° West of North 80 
rods to an oak tree (see Witness ’Tree on Diagram 1); thence due E»st 150 rods to the highway; thence following the course of the 
highway 50 rods due North; thence 5° North of E*st 90 rods; thence 45° East of South 60 rods; thence 10° North of East 300 rods 
to the Doe River; thenco following the course of the river Southwesterly to the place of beginning.^ This, which is a very simple 
and inoderare description by “• Metes and Bounds,” would leave the boundaries of the farm as shown in Diagram 1. 



MERIDIANS AND BASE LINES. 

DIAGRAM 2. 



r HE present system 
of Governmental 




Land Surveys was 
adopted by Con¬ 
gress on the 7th of May, 
1785. It has been in use 
ever since and is the legal 
method of describing and 
dividing lands. It is called 
the “ Rectangular System,” 
that is, all its distances and 
bearingB are measured from 
two lines which are at right 
angles to each other, via.:+. 
These two lines, from which 
the measurements are made, 
are the Principal Meridians, 
which run North and South, 
and the Base Lines* which 
run East and West. These 
Principal Meridians are es¬ 
tablished, with great accu¬ 
racy. by astronomical obser¬ 
vations. Each Principal 
Meridian has its Base Line, 
and these two lines form the 
basis or foundation for the 
surveys or measurement of 
all the lands within the ter¬ 
ritory which they control. 

Diagram 2 shows all of the 
Principal Meridians and Base 
Lines in the central portion 
of the United States, and 
from it the territory gov¬ 
erned by each Meridian and 
Base Line may be readily 
distinguished. Each Merid¬ 
ian and Base Line is marked 
with its proper number or 
name, as are also the Stand¬ 
ard Parallels and guide (or 
auxiliary) Meridians. 

Diagram 8 illustrates what 
is meant when this method 
is termed the “Rectangular 
System,” and how the meas¬ 
urements are based on lines 
which run at right angles to 
each other. The heavy line 
running North and South 
(marked A. A.) represents 
the Principal Meridian, in 
thiacase say thebth Principal 
Meridian. The heavy line 
running East and West 
(marked B. B.) is the Base 
Line. These lines are used 
as the starting points or basis 
of all measurements or sur¬ 
veys made in territory con¬ 
trolled by the 5th Principal 
Meridian. The same fact 
applies to all other Principal 
Meridians and their Base 
Lines. Commencing at the 
Principal Meridian, at inter¬ 
vals of six miles, lines are 
ru n North and Sou th, paral lei 
to the Meridian. This plan 
is followed both East and 
West of the Moridian 
throughout the territory 
controlled by the Mcndian. 


hi' 
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TJNITED ST> -fES STTRVEYS. 


sr These lines arc termed “ Range Lines.” They divide tho land into strips or divisions **ix miles wide, extending North and South, parallel with the Meridian, 
nji Each division is culled a Range. Ranges are numbered from one upward, comm cing at the Meridian; and their numbers are indicated by Roman 
jn characters. For instance, the first division (or first six miles) west of the Meridian it Range I. West; the next is Range II. West; then comes Range III., 
={JJ IV., V., VI., VII., and s > on, until the territory governed by another Principal Meridian is reached. In the same manner the Ranges East of the Meridian 
jn are numbered, tho words East or West being always used to indicate the direction from the Principal Meridian, iee Diagram 3. 

njl Commencing at the Base Line, at intervals or six miles, lines are run East and West parallel with the Base L le. These are designated as Township 
jti Lines. They divido the land into strips or divisions six miles wide, extending East and West, parallel with the Base Line. This plan is followed both 
^JJ North and South of the Base Line until the territory governed by another Principal Meridian and Base Line is reached. These divisions or Townships are 
jn numbered from one upward, both North and South of the Base Line, and their numbers are indicated by figures. For instance : The first six mile division 
iNorth of the Base Line is Township 1 North ; the next is Township 2 North ; then comes Township 3, 4, 5, and 6, North, and so on. The same plan is 
jn followed South of the Base Line; tne Townships being designated as Township 1 South, Township 2 South, and so on. The “ North ” or “South” (the 
jyj initials N. or S. being generally used) indicates the direction from the Base Line. See Diagram 3. 

jn These Township and Range Lines, crossing each other, as shown in Diagram 3, form squares, which are called “Townships” or “Government Townships,” 
ill| which are six miles square, or as nearly that as it is possible to make them. These Townships are a very important feature in locating or describing a piece 
j-i of land. The location of a Government Township, however, is very readily found when the number of the Township and Range is given, by merely 
•Lj counting the number indicated from the Base Line and Principal Meridiun. As an example of this, Township 8 North, Range 4, West of ihe fiili Principal 
,j~j Meridian, is at once located on the square marked ^ on Diagram 3. by counting eight tiers north of the Base Line and 4 tiers west of the Meridian. 


TOWNSHIPS OF LAND. 




r OWNSHIPS are the largest sub- 
a divisions of land run out by the 
United States Surveyors. In the 
Governmental Surveys Township 
Lines are the first to be ru n, and a Township 
Corner is established everv six miles and 
marked. This is called “Townshipping.” 
After the Township Corners have been care¬ 
fully located,the Section and Quarter Section 
Corners are established. Each Township is 
six miles square and contains 23,040 acres, 
or 36 square miles, as near as it is possible 
to make them. This, however, is fre¬ 
quently made impossible by: (1st) the pres¬ 
ence of lakes and large streams; (2no) by 
State boundaries not falling exactly on 
Township Lines; (3rd) by the convergence 
of Meridians or curvature of the earth's 
surface ; and (4th) by inaccurate surveys. 

Each Township, unless it is one of the 
exceptional cases referred to, is divided 
into 36 squares, which are called Sections. 
These Sections are intended to be one 
mile, or. 320 rods, square and contain 640 
acres of land. Sections are numbered 
consecutively from 1 to 36, as shown on 
Diagram 4. Beginning with Section 1 in 
the Northeast Corner, they run West to 
6, then East to 12, then West to 18, and 
so on, back and forth, until they end with 
Section 36 in the Southeast Corner. 

Diagram 4 shows a plat of a Township 
it is divided and platted by the govern¬ 
ment surveyors. These Townships are 
called Government Townships or Congres¬ 
sional Townships, to distinguish them from 
Civil Townships or organized Townships, 
as frequently the lines of organized Town¬ 
ships do not conform to the Government 
Township lines. 
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SECTIONSJF LAND. 

© TAG RAM 5 illustrates how a section 
may be subdivided, although the 
Diagram only gives a few of the 
mauy subdivisions into which a 
section may be divided. All Sections 
(except fractional Sections) are supposed to be 320 rods, or one mile, square and therefore 
contain G40 acres—a number easily divisible. Sections are subdivided into fractional parts to suit 
the convenience of the owners of the land. A half-section contains 320 acres; a quarter-section 
contains 160 acres; half of a quarter contains 80 acres, and quarter of a quarter contains 40 acres, 
and so on. Each piece of land is described according to the portion of the section which it 
embraces—as the Northeast quarter of Section 10; or the Southeast Quarter of the Southeast 
quarter of Section 10. Diagram 5 shows how many of these subdivisions are platted, and also 
shows the plan of designating and describing them by initial letters as each parcel of land on the 
Diagram is marked with its description. 

As has already been stated, all Sections (except Fractional Sections which are explained else¬ 
where) are supposed to contain 640 acres, and even though mistakes have been made in surveying, 
as i9 frequently the case, making sections larger or smaller than 640 acres, the Government recog¬ 
nizes no variatiou, but- sells or grants each regular section as containing 640 acres “more or less. 

Tho Government Surveyors are not required to subdivide sections by running lines within 
them, but they usually establish Quarter Posts on Section Lines on each side of a section at the 
noints marked A. B. C. and D. on Diagram 5. After establishing Township corners, Section 

Lines are the next to be run, and section cor¬ 
ners are established. When these are carefully 
located tho Quarter Posts are located at pointB&s 
nearly equidistant between Section Corners as 
possible. These corners when established by 
Government Surveyors cannot be changed, even 
though it is conclusively shown that mistakes 
have been made which cause some sections or 
quarter sections to be either larger or smaller 
than others. The luws, however, of all the 
States provide certain rules for local surveyors 
to follow in dividing Sections into smaller 
parcels of land than has been outlined in the 
Governmental surveys. For instance, in divid¬ 
ing a quarter section into two parcels, tho <1 is- 
anee between the Government Cornors is care¬ 
fully measured and the new post is located at a 
point equidistant between them. This plan is 
followed in running out “eighties,” “forties,” 
“twenties,” eto. In this wav, if the Govern¬ 
ment division overruns or falls short, each 
portion gains or loses its proportion. This is 
not tho case, however, with Fractional Sections 
along the North or West sides of a Township, 
or adjoining a lake or largo stream. 
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FRACTIONAL PIECES OF LIND. 
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SUBDIVIDING A SECTION. 




CONGRESSIONAL Townships vary 
considerably as to size and boundaries. 
Mistakes made in surveying and the 
fact that Meridians converge as they 
run North cause every Township to vary 
more or less from the 23,040 acres which a 
perfect Township would contain. See 
Diagram 4. In arranging a Township into 
Sections all the surplus or deficiency of land 
is given to, or taken from, the North and 
West tiers of Sections. In other words, all 
Sections in the Township are made full— 
640 acres—except those on the North and 
West, which are given all the land that is 
left after forming the other 25 Sections. 

Diagram 4 illustrates how the surplus or 
deficiency is distributed and tho Sections it 
affects. It will be seen that Sections 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 and 31, are the 
“ Fractional Sections,” or the Sections 
which are affected if the Township overruns 
or falls short. Inside of these Fractional 
Sections, all of the surplus or deficiency of 
land (over or under 640 acre*} is carried to 
the “forties” or “eighties” that touch the 
Township Line. These pieces of land are 
called “Fractional Forties” or “Fractional 
Eighties.” as the case may be. Diagrams 4 
and 6 show the manner of marking the 
acreage and outlining the boundaries of 
these “ Fractions.” 

Diagram 6 illustrates how the surplus or 
deficiency of land inside of these Sections is 
distributed and which “fort ies”or “eighties” 
it affects. From this arrangement it will be 


Been that in any Section that touches the North or West Township Lines, t he Sout heast Quarter may LET 
be full—160 acres—while another quarter of the same Section may be much larger or smaller, -ft: 
Frequently these fractional “forties” or “eighties” arc lotted as sl own in Diagram C. They are 
always described as fractional tracts of land, as the “fractional S. W. $ of Section 6,” etc. Of course 
those portions of these Sections which are not affected bv these vat iai ions are described in tho usual 
manner—as Southeast 4 of Section 6. As a rule Townships are narrower at the North than at the 
South side. The Meridians of Longitude (which run North and South) convcge as they run North 
and South from the Equator. They begin at the Equator with a definite width between them aud 
gradually con verge until they all meetat the poles. Now, as the Range lines are run North uud South, 
it will at once bo seen that the convergence or Meridians will cause every Congressional Towmliip 
(North of the Equator) to be narrower at its Nortli than at its South side, as stated. See Diagram 
4. In addition to this fact, mistakes of measurement arc constantly aud almost unavoidably made 
in running both Township and Range 
lines, and jf no new starting points 


ami jf no new starting points 
were established the lines would 
become confused and unreliable, and 
the size and shape of Townships 
materially affected by the time the 
surveys had extended even a hundred 
miles from the Base Line and Princi¬ 
pal Meridian. In order to correct 
the surveys and variations caused 
by the difference of latitude and 
straighten the lines, “Correction 
Lines” (or Guide Meridians and 
Standard Parallels) arc established at 
frequent intervals, usually as follows: 
North of the Base Line a Correction 
Line is run East and West parallel 
with the Base Line, usually every 
twonty-four miles. South of the 
Base Line a Correction Line is usually 
established every thirty miles. Both 
East and West of the Principal 
Meridian “Correction Lines” are 
usually established every 48 miles. 
All Correction Lines are located by 
careful measurement, and tho suc¬ 
ceeding surveys are based upon 
them. 
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PATRONS’ REFERENCE DIRECTORY 


OF- 


pord County, Illinois 


EXPLANATION.—The dale following a name indicates the length of time the party has been a resident in the county. The abbreviations are as follows: S. for 
Section; T. for Township; P. O. for Post-office address. When no Section Number or Township is given, it will be understood that the party resides within the 
limits of the village or city named, and, in each cases, the post-office address is the same as the place of residence, unless otherwise stated. 


Add—. Morpa A Co.. C.J. Add—. W. J. Weal and B. B. Morfu, 
Wholesale and Retail Florists. Seeds, Baiba aad I 


BttaNfrhed 1906. 

Ad*U, J. W.. Fa—r. 8 24. T. Bat—, F. O. Ch—es. 1« 

Akhoose. Wa.. Far— aad Supervisor, 8. 31. T. BuWranf F. O. Btatay. 

1W1. 

Aadcraoa. AIMa. Far—. 8. 3. T. Pat—, F. O. Pax— 1882. 

Aadcraoa. A. M.. Far—. 8. 4. T. Fattoa. P. O. Pax—. 1383. 

Aadcraoa, C. J.. Far—. 8. 16, T. Fattoa. P. O. Pax—. 1369. 
Aadcraoa. J. Pater. Faramr, Gibson City. Mr. Aadcraoa was bora ia 
Pord Coaaty la 1393. 

traoa, O. G.. Far—. 8. 14. T. Draaa—. P. O. Gibaoa City. Mr. 

Aadanoa waa bora ia Ford Coaaty ia 1876. 
noa. P. C.. Far— aad Saparvtaor. 8. 34. T. Wall. F. O. Lada. 
138)2. 

vws, W. G.. Farmer aad Stockraiacr, 8. 5. T. Srcatoa. F. O. Piper 
City, Mr. Aadrcwa waa bora ia Ford Coaaty ia 1885. 
da. 6.. Far—aad Supervisor. 8. 4, T. Poach Orchard. P. O. Melvin. 

1867. 

Arnold. Thoaiaa. Livery, Food Bara aad Sales Stabla. A ato a aobOa Urary 
ia Coaao ct ioa. Pax—. 1913. 

Aahlay. A. W.. Far— aad Broader. 8. 17. T. BaUhraat. F. O. Sibley. 
Mr. Aahlay wa born la Ford Coaaty in 1396. 

“ “ «a«r aad Brooder. 8. 16, T. 8a 


Aahley. L. B.. Fai 


. Sallivaat. P. O. Sibtay. 


Aabley. M. 8.. Per—. 8. 17. T. Bolliveat. P. O. Sibley. 1837. 

Aaklaad, Ueary, Far—. 8. 26. T. Wall. P. O. Lada. IMS. 

Ay r— ea. Alton B . Grata Bayer for Geo. W. Welker A Co.. 8. 17. T. 
Drammer, Derby. P. O. Gibeoa Oty. Mr. AjraMaaa was born la 
Ford Coaatv ia 1889. 

Ayrtanu, Lee, Fanner, 8. 29. T. Draaatr, F. O. Gibeoa Cky. Mr. 

Aynraian waa bora ia Ford Coaaty ia 1837. 

Ayreaauua. L. V., Agent Rawlcigh Madido« Co., Gibaoa Cky. Mr. 
-a bora ia Ford coaaty ia 1891. 


Bally. R R., Aactiooeer aad Real Batata Doaler, Gibaoa City. 

Baird, H., Parmer, 8. 19, T. Battoa, P. O. Clarence. 1869. 

Ball. A—. Inaaraace. Gibaoa City. 1886. Mr. Ball baa 
Aaaoaaor for tweatyfoar years. 

Ballinger, I. C., Livery and Ce m e n t C on tra ctor, Sibley. Mr. 

wee born la Ford Coaaty in 1373. 

Book of HU—. General Banking. Blliott. 

~ mi , Chas Stock Boyar and Fanaar. 8. 1, T. DraaMiar. F. O. Gibaoa 
Cky. 1367. 

. H. I.. Rotirod Far—. Gibaoa Cky. 1867. 

_. L. W.. Far—, 8. 1U, T. Dim. P. O. Btitatt. 1368. 

Baach. C. B., Attorney aad Coaaeellor at Law, Paxton. 1894. Mr. B o oth 
baa served aa Mayor of Paxton. 

Boar, B. A., Farmer aad Road Co mmission er . Roberta. 1874. 

Back. Lewis. Far— aad Stockraiacr. 6. 19. T. Wall. P. O. Metvta. 1866. 
Baachar. Henry, Far—. S. 25. T. Dram—. P. O. Gibaoa Cky. 1914. 
Booth. HI—. Far—, 8. 26. T. Battoa. P. O. Paxton. 1387. 

BcngUon. C. 8.. Circak Clark aad Recorder, Paxton. 1903. 

Beagtsoa Manafactnriag Co., The, A. W. Beagtaoo aad C. B. leag te s a . 

Maaafactarers of A proas. Paxton. Established 1908. 

Biorklaad. eg eat, For—. 8. 11. T. Battoa. P. O. Paxton. 1390. 
■iortaaa. C. E,„ Far—. 8. 32. T. Dix. P. O. Gibaoa Cky. 1831. 

Btafch. Gao. Far—. 8. 3. T. Lymoa, P. O. Thawville. 1877. 

■toich, Otto. Far—, 8. 11. T. Lymea, P. a Thawville. 1399. 

Blam, Jacob. Far— aad Highway Co—iaaioacr. 8. 26. T. Sallivaat, 
P. O. Sildey. 1903. 

Bolts. K. B.. Far—, Kcmptaa. 1909. 

Boaaen. Rteherd. Far—. 8. 4, T. Dix. P. O. Gibaoa Cky. 1867. 
Buaadv. Jos. Far— aad Stock Breeder. 8. 10. T. Poach Orchard. F. O. 
Melvin. 1366. 

■archers, R. C.. Far—. S. 31. T. Dix. F. O. Gibaoa Cky. IBM. 
Borgama. H. Q.. Upholstering. Gibeoa Cky. 1916. 

Bradbary, R. B., Fanner aad Stockraiacr, 8. 3. T. L y ma n . P. O. Ro b er t a. 
1392. 


Brandt. Jacob II . Far— aad Stockraiser. 8. 33. T. Dix. F. O. Gibaoa 
Cky. 1890. 

Brother* Beip. Fanner. 8. 8. T. Sallivaat, P. O. Sibley. Mr. Bretborst 
— born in Kurd Coaaty in 1837. 

Britton, M.. Far—, S. 4. T. Dram—, P. O. Gil— Cky. 1904. 

Brooks. A. J.. Far—. S. 34, T. Pella, P. O. Piper Cky. 1868. 

Brothcrtoa. C. G.. Banker and Aeto Dealer, Got brie. 1873. . 

Brown. C. R . Far—. S. 22. T. Lyman. P. O. Roberta. 1900. 

Rrackcr. Adam. Far—. A 19. T. Sallivaat. P. O. Cropeey. 1882. 

BachhoU. P.. Farmer. S. 1. T. Peach Orchard. P. O. Malvia. Mr. Bach- 
hula waa I turn ia Ford Coaaty ia 1875. 

Balger. H. I . Far—, S. 3. T. Dix. P. O. Gibaoa Cky. Mr. Balger — 
born ta Ford Coaaty in 1875. 


Cameron, B. D.. Cashier Sibley Beak, Sibtay. 
Ford Ooaaty ia 1889. 


baraia 


Caamroa. W. A.. P resid ent Bank of Blliott aad S a parr i eor, Kllloa. I860. 
Carder. H.. BUcksmkb. Roberts. 1915. 

Carlson. Chaa.. Farmer. S. 12. T. Pella. P. O. Piper Cky. 1867. 
Chamber*. L. G., Farmer and Stock Brooder. 8. 4, T. Lymea, F. O. 

Thawville. Mr. Chambers waa bora ia Ford Coaaty ia 1883. 
Chambers. R. 8.. Supervisor of Lyman Township aad Dealer la Gcoeral 
Mer ch andise, Roberta. 1871. 

Cky Garage, B. L. Callers. Proprietor, Solas Room, Sappliee aad Aato 
Him. Git— City. Bstablishod 1914. 

Clark. R. L.. Batcher. Gib— City. 1915. 
aimpaoa. Tboe.. Retired Faramr, Gib— City. 1861. 
do—. H.. Far—. 8. 31. T. Mona. P. O. Callom. Mr. do— — 
bora ta Ford Coantv in 1890. 

doad A Tbompeoa. M. H. dood aad F. M. Tbomp—, Attorneys aad 
Coaneelors at Law, Paxton. Batabliabad I860. 

Ooddingtoa. R. B., Retired Lnmberaun, Proprietor Coliaeam Balldiag, 
Paxtoa. 1896. 

Colt coax. Dr. John A., Physician and Sargaoa, Roberta. Dr. Coltaaax 
waa bora io Ford Coanty in 1886. 

Colwell. Henry. Per—. 8. 28. T. Dix. P. O. Gib— Cky. 1853. 

Conrad. Freak. For—. 8. 24. T. Dram—. P. O. Gib— Cky. Mr. 

Conrad waa bora in Ford Coanty in 1881. 

Consum e rs* Supply Co.. B. D. Given. J. B. Given end Robt. Adamson, 
Dealers ta Floor, Potatoes, Belt, Feed, etc., Paxtoa. Established 
1914. 

Cook. C. R.. Farmer. A 30. T. Pella. F. Chatsworth. Mr. Cook was boro 
in Ford Coanty ia 1879. 

Cook. C. W , Farmer. 8 19. T. Lymea. P. O. Roberts. 1883. 

Cook. B. D.. Real Batata. Piper Cky. 1861. 

Crandall. H. A., Breeder ead Far—. 8. 9. T. Pella. P. O. Piper Cky. 
1869. 

Crawford. J. P.. Farm er aad Aactiooeer. *8. 27, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. 
Melvin. 1875. 

Craaaa, Charles R.. President Chamber of Commerce, Vice President aad 
Treasurer Paxtoa Canning Co.. Paxton. 1870. 

Craaen A Nelson Mercantile Co.. Proprietor of Grand Lender. Dry Goods, 
Notions aad Saits. Paxtoa. Hstabliahod 1901. 

Cnuta A Nelson Mercantile Co.. Proprietor R. Craaen A Son. Crockery, 
Ho— Famishing Goods aad Toys. Paxtoa'. Bstablishod 1895. 
Cslbertsoa. J. C., President State Bank of Piper City, Piper Oty. Mr. 

Cnlbertaoa wee born in Ford Coanty. 

Coma. Wm.. Far—, 8. 19. T. Patton. P. O. Paxtoa. 1915. 


jak. B. D. Giron. President; Wm. Pardon. Vlca 
President; H. B. DafBeld. Cashier; General Bask tag. Paxtoa. Be- 
Ubliabod 1914. 

Flak. loha. Far—. A 23. T. Dr——. F. O. Gib— Cky. 1915. 

Fhat Na t ional Bank of Gib—. Bean Matttaeea. Prasideat; W. H. Sima, 
Vice President; L. B. Rock wood. Cashier; General Banking. Gibaoa 
Cky. Established 1874. 

Fhat National Bank. J. B. Shaw. Prasideat; W. H. Hantar. Vice Presi¬ 
d e n t ; H. B. Shew. Cashier; General Banking. Paxtoa. Bstahliahed 

FkxHeary. L-. B la c kam khia g. Farm Impleamata aad Baggtaa, Clbaaa 

Cky. 1900. 

FfcxHeary. R.. Hom esb oring. Gttaoa Cky. 1899. 

Flaaary. J. H., Far—, A 51. T. Battoa. F. O. Paxtoa. 1895. 

Flora, T. A.. Sheriff, Paxtoa. 1872. Mr. Flora baa served aa Chief of 
Police, paxtoa. 

Ford Ooaaty Abstract Co.. Malcolm L. McQoiatoa, President; John T. 

Stewart. Secretary; Abstracts of This, Paxtoa. BatabUslmd 1892. 
Ford Coaaty Officials:—M. L. McQoiatoa. Coanty Jodge; J. A Thompson. 
Coanty Clerk; Minnie Smith. Depaty Coaaty Clerk; T. A. Flora, 
Sheriff; T. M. Flore. Depaty Sheriff; C. L. King. Trees—; M. £ 
Haat. Depaty Trassarer; H. M. Radolph. Sapcriateadent af 
Schools; Carl B. Beagt—. Circak Clerk; Sthel R. Ktoatsou. 
Depaty Circnit Clerk; O. H. Wylie. State’s Attorney; A A Walla. 
Coanty Superintendent Highways aad Surveyor; 8. A. Hanson, 
Coroner; R. L. Schneider. Master in Chancery; W. 8. Oilamra. 
Sapcriateadent Coanty Farm; Dr. I. D. Keisheimer, Coaaty Pan 
Physician. Board of Supervisors:—Fred Daniel—. Chaim—, 
Paxtoa; W. 31. Millar. CabaTy; Tboe. Kewley. Call—; A. C. 
Tbomp—, Piper Cky; J. K MoatoHas. Piper Cky; R. B. Cham¬ 
bers. Roberta; Peter C. Andcr—. Lode; On no Aranda. Malvia; 
Wm. Althoase. Sibley; James A. Jordan, Gibeoa — 

Csmeroe, — 


Cky*; W. a! 

m Frederick. 


Foster. Geo., Farmer. 8. 53, T. Peach Orchard. P. O. Mel vie. 1368. 
Foster. John 8.. Farmer aad Stockraissr, A 3. T. Dmomaer, P. O. 

Gib—Cky. 1896. 

Foeter, O. W.. Parmer. 8. 32. T. Battoa. P. O. Clarence. 1902. 

Foster. R. T.. Far—. A 29. T. Battoa. P. O. Clarence. 1903. 

Fowler. John. Far—, A 26. T. Well. P. O. Lode. 1901. 

Fox, Archie Z.. Per— and Bt -ckreissr. 8. 2. T. Grammar, F. O. Often* 
City. 1913. 

Fox. R. I., Far—. A 5. T. Dram—, F. O. Gib— Cky. 1904. 


David—, H. C.. Far—, A 18. T. Drummer, P. O. Gib— City. 1913. 
“ m.. Albert end Wm. Dehm. Permcrs. A 19. T. Pella. P. O. 
Piper Cky. Albert Dehm waa bom ia Ford Coaaty ta 1883 aad 
Wm. Dehm la 1885. 

DeWall, Mrs. T. C, Farming. 8. 3. T. Peach Orchard. P. O. Mel via. 

Mrs. DeWall waa bora ia Ford Coaaty in 1889. 

DUdy. L. C.. M. D.. Physician and 8arg—. Piper Cky. Dr. Diddy 
waa bora In Pord Coaaty. 

Dtatterlc Bros., Oarage and Aato Hire. Melvin. 

Doonsr. B. W.. Far—. A 31. T. Dix. P. O. Gib— Cky. 1903. 
Donovan. Roy G., Faramr aad Road C—m i aa toaer , A 28. T. Dix, P. O. 
Gib— CHy. 1906. 

Da—. Tb—as. |r.. Far—. A 11. T. Brea—, P. O. Piper City. Mr. 

Doraa waa born la Ford Coaaty la 1876. 

Downs. Chaa., Far—. 8. 29. T. SaUhroat, P. O. Sibley. 1911. 
Doyle^gtha J.. Far— aad Stockraiacr. A 19. T. Dix. P. O. Sibtay. 

Drechael. August, Far—. A 35. T. Lyman. P. O. Roberta. 1890. 
Dacriager. Gao. B.. Par—, A 6. T. Dix. P. O. Gib— Cky. Mr. 

Dasringcr waa bora la Ford Coaaty ia 1870. 

Dacriager. G. H Par—. A 21. T. Dix. F. O. Gib— City. Mr. Dacr¬ 
iager waa bora ia Ford Coaaty in 1884. 

Daaaaa, J. Wallace. Bditor Bastcra Illiooia Register. Paxtoa. 


Bastorn llliaoia Register. J. Wallace Daaaaa, Bditor aad Publisher,- 
Paxtoa. RstablislMil 1875. 

Rdmnmlsun, John. Retired Farmer. Blliott. 1905. 

Rdward*. F. 11.. Singer Sewing Machine Salesman. Paxtoa. 1914. 
BhresnMB. Jacob. Farmer. Stockraiacr ami Rood Comm is si one r. S. 31. T. 
Brvnlou, I*. O. Roberta. 1897. 

Bbrenman. W. L.. Farmer. 8. 34. T. Dram—. F. O. Gib— Cky. 1904. 
Blliott. A. L.. Far—, A 25. T. Battoa. P. O. Paxtoa. 1876. 
EppeUhcimer. Levi J.. Fanner. 8. 34, T. Lymea. P. O. Roberts. Mr. 

Rppeldieimer waa bora ia Font Coaaty ia 1881. 

Brickaon. Kmil. Farmer. 8. 3. T. Patton. P. 0„ Paxtoa. 1895. 

Brskiae. A M., Saporrioor, 8. 35, T. Pella. P. O. Piper Cky. 1875. 


F ag arb a r g, B. H.. Baal Batata, Loans aad laearaact. Fax—. 1901. 
Fartta, G. B.. Graia Bayer aad Merckoat, Proctor. Mr. FarUa was bora 
ta Ford Coaaty ta 1882. 


Frederick—. Albert, Faramr, 8. 25. T. Pat—. P. O. Paxtoa. 1874. 
Frette. Ole. Farmer. A 27. T. Fat—. P. O. Pax—. 1880. 

Pretty. R.. Farmer. A 28. T. Pat—, P. O. Pax—. 1880. 

Projrd, Albert. Coaaty Saparrieor, Dealer ia Hardware. Implamsata. 

Vehicles. Stoves aad Ranges. Pax—. Established 1885. 

Peaks, John Par—. A 7. T. Pella. P. O. Piper Cky. 1904. 

Faoas, Bdw.. Faramr aad Road Commissioner. 8. 26. T. Brea—. F. O. 

Thawville. Mr. Fooss wee born in Ford Coaaty in 1872. 

Pnom, George. Faramr. S. 12. T Lyman. P. O. Roberta. Mr. Pnoes waa 
born In Ford Coanty in 1890. 

From. Wm.. Farmer, 8 10. T. Lyman, P. O. Roberta. Mr. Faaae wro 
born in Ford Connty in 1881. 


Gibson, City of. 

Gib— City Enterprise. The. Woolley Broa.. PuMMmra. Frank Woolley. 

Arthur Wooley and Gao. Wool lev. Gib— City. Batabliahad 1883. 
Gibaoa City Slate Beak, John C. McCtnre. Praablent; I. B. Merritt, Vice- 
President; Mark R. Koplin. Vice President; Gay Merritt, Cashier; 
General Banking. Gib— City. Organised 1885. Bstahliahed ae a 
State Bank 1914. 

Gibeoa Courier. The. B. Lowry’s Sons. Poblisbers, C. R. and J. P. Lowry. 
Gib— City. Rsuhliehed 1873. 

Gib—Hoorn Telephone CO.. Amos Ball. President; C. M. Kattrvjotm. 
Vice President: John C. McClure. Secretary ft Treasurer; J. F. 
Btepbana. Local Manager. Gibson Cky. 

Gibaon Ice Cream Cream Co.. A. Wskeficbl. Proprietor. Rnlk ami Brick 
Ice Cream. Ices and Slierbeta, Gil— Cfcv. Kstahliskrd 19U5. 
Gibeoa Prodnce Co . J. B. Hudson. 3Uneger. Live and Ikenm-d Poultry. 

Batter. Rggs. etc.. Iron ami Jnnk. Gilwoa City. 1**I2. 

Gilmore, Samuel A.. Proprietor Broobvirw Sleek Farm. S. 27. T. 
Drummer. P. O. Gilwon City. Mr. Gilmore was Iwrn in Portl 
Connty in 1881. 

Gish. D. W., Per—. A 14. T. Bren—. P. O. Piper City. 1X88. 
Goodrich, A. F.. Farmer uml Stockraiser, A 13. T. Drummer, P. O. 
Gib—City. 1903. 

Goodwin. W. H.. Farmer. A 36. T. Bnt—. P. O. Pa«—. 1855. 

Gowtly. James. Farmer. S. 33. T. Wall. P. O. I’ax—. 1911. 

Graham. J. P., Parmer. 8 23. T. Pat—. P. O. Ludlow. 

Gray—. B. M.. Oty Clerk ami Deputy Assessor. Pax—. 1876. 

Grayson, F. C.. Veterinarian. Pax—. 1871. 

Groan, Harry. Far—. A 21. T. Dix. P. O. Gib— Cky. Mr. Geoew 
was born in Ford Connty in 1883. 
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Oresenbach. Alb., Farmer, S. 6, T. Wall. P. O. Melvin. 1911. 
Grubbs. Jaa., Parmer, 3. 32. T. Mona. P. O. Piper City. 1897. 
Gransted, B., Farmer, S. 14, T. Dix, P. O. BlUott. 1878. _ ^ 

Gnllett, A. B.. Breeder of Pure Bred Percberon Horses. Rc^srts. 
Gnllett, A. T.. Parmer, S. 28, T. Lyman. P. O. Roberts. 1894. 


1893. 


Hanson. L. J.. Farmer. S. 14, T. Di*. P. O. Blliott. 1872. 

Harrington. Leonard, Parmer. S 6. T. Button. P. O. Ps*ton.^ 

Hatfield/Hiram, Farmer, S. 24, T. Mona, 

Hathaway, Bsekiel, Farmer, S. 33, T. Di*, P. O. Gibson. Mr. Hathaway 
waaborn in Ford County in 1884. 

Havener, Matt, Farmer. S. 10. T. Lyman, P. O. Roberts. 1890. 

Hayner, Bert. Farmer, S. 24, T. Mona, P. O. Kempton. 19H- , 

Heavisides, Amos, Insurance and Retired Parmer. Kemptou. Mr. Heart- 

tides was born in 1878. ._ irr , 

Heckens. C. J.. School Treasurer and Road Commissioner, Garber. 1J72- 
Helens, John N.. Farmer, S 22. T. Drummer. P. O. Gibson City. 1892. 
Helman, C. F., Superintendent Highways, County Surveyor and City 
Bngineer, Paxton. 1895. 

Helmericks, F., Township Assessor. Blliott. 1868. 

Henry, Bari, Farmer. S. 15. T. Patten, P. O. Putom. 1 | 77 ‘ p Q 

Hevencr, S. D.. Fanner and Township Assessor, 8. 18, T. Pella, P. O. 

HigdotT p!! y FarU2‘ S. 19. T. Button. P. O. Clarence. 1870. 
Hildebrand. Geo., Farmer. S. 27. T. Mona. P O. KemjHon. 1913. 

HQ1, F. H., Parmer, S. 9. T. Patton, P. O. l***ton. 1875. 

Mr. Houtzel was born in Ford County in 1876. 

Howk, G. F., Publisher The Melvin Motor, Melvin. 1909. 

Hidlicka, P. Sibley Journal, Sibley. 1897. 

Hney, V. L.. Parmer S. 18. T. Di*. P. O. Gibson City. 1892. 

Hunt. M. B-, Deputy County Treasurer. Paxton. 1873. 


Iehl. J. & Sons. General Banking. Melvin. _ 

Her B F. Farmer. S. 10. T. Lyman, P. O. Roberts. 1872. 

Illinois* Marble & Granite Works. J. W. Stevens, Proprietor, Monuments, 
Gibson City. Established 1888. 


Jennings, C. F.. Stock Dealer. Gibson City. 1898 

Johnson. Mrs. Bertha. Farming. S. 15. T. Patton, P. O. P«ton. 1897 ' 

Johnson. C. A.. Farmer. S 8, T. Dix. P. O. Gibson City. 1902. 

Johnson, C. O.. Farmer. S. 11. T Button, P O Paxton. 1868- 

Johnson, C. V., Farmer. S. 12. T. Bolton. P. O. Paxton. 1870. 

Johnson, F. O , Farmer, S. 12. T. Button P. O. Paxton1889. 

Johnson. G. J., Real Estate. Loans and Insurance, Paxton. 1894. Mr. 

Johnson has served as Mayor of Paxton. 

Johnson. John. Parmer and Chairman of Commissioners, S. 10. T. Peach 
J Orchard, P. O. Melvin Mr. Johnson was born in Ford County. 
Johnson, J. A.. Farmer. S. 12. T. Button. P. O. Paxton. 1876. 

Johnson, Jno. W.. Retired Parmer. Paxton. 1887. 

Johnson. L. S.. Farmer, S 22. T. Dix P. O. Gibson City. 1888. 

Johnson, R. B.. Veterinarian, Gibson City. 1895. _ . 

Jordan. J. A., Supervisor. Gibson City. Mr. Jordan was born in Ford 
J County in 1854. 


Karr, Edward. Farmer, S. 34. T. Wall. P. O. Ixxla. 1869. 

Kenney, J. S.. Farmer. S. 21, T. Wall, P. O. Loda- J 87tk 
Kerchenfaut. Bert, Parmer. Stock Buyer and Shipper, Gibbon City. 1881. 
Kerchenfaut, J. D.. Parmer, S. 32. T. Di*. P. O. Gibson City. Mr. 

Kerchenfaut was born in Ford County in 1875. 

Kerr’s Livery. B. M. Kerr, Proprietor, Auto and Horse Livery, Gibson 

Kerr ALindle^H H. Kerr and Frank Lindley, Lawyers. Paxton. Ba- 

Ketchum!^ D-! Farmer, S. 30, T. Button. P. O. Oarence. 1876. 
Kirkpatrick, L. J.. Township Clerk aod Dealer in Hardware, P. O. 

K«mDD^ n c e W 18 parmer. S. 9. T. Di*. P. O. Gibson City. 1900 
Koehler. Fred, Farmer and Breeder, S. 18. T. Sullivant, P. O. Sibley. 
1880. 


Mr. Lam- 


LaBo ile. Geo., Farmer. S. 13, T. Wall, P. O. Loda. 1878. 

Lamborn. C. B.. Parmer, S. 34, T. Brenton. P. O. Thawville. 

born was born in Ford County »n 187JJ- M . , 1Qft2 

Lange. A. C.. Parmer, S. 26. T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin 1902. 
£r£m. B. H.. Farmer. S. 10. T. Patton, P. O. Paxton. 1877. 
wTraon J M. Farmer, S. 18, T. Patton. P. O. Paxton. 1881. 

P. Co.. V. L. Pearson, Manager. Men’s and Boys Outfitters, 
Paxton. Established 1865. . 

I^raon. P. Clothing Co., C. A. Larson. President; T. J- I *” on - 
^ President; J. T. Swanson, Secretary and Treasurer; Clothing. Shoes 
and Trunks. Gibson atv. Established 1865. 

Leenerman. P J., Farmer and Road Commissioner. S. 11, T. Sullivant, 
P O. Sibley. Mr. Leenerman was born in Ford County in 1874. 
Lenina, W. F., Real Estate and Auto Hire, Piper City. 1902. 

Lewis/Freeman, Farmer. S. 29. T. Button. P O. Clarence. 

Lindgren. Arthur, Farmer, S. 14, T. Patton. I\0. Paxton. 1869. 
Ludlow, Samnel, Attorney at Law, Paxton. 1886. 


McDermott. Edward, Farmer and Stock Breeder, 3. 14. T. Pella, P. O. 

MeFadden^C. Farmer, S. 35. T. Wall, P. (X Loda. 1W. 

McGreal. Bd, Farmer and Stock Buyer, S. 1, T. Wall, P. O. Roberts. 

McGufrejSratis. Farmer. S. 8, T. Button. P O. Clarence. 

McK ee. W. T., Farmer, S. 27. T. Pells, P. O. Pipe* j City.1901. 
McKende, Colin, Farmer. S. 10. T. Wall, P. O. Loda. 1894. 

McOuiaton, Malcolm L.. County Judge, Attorney at Law, Paxton. 1871. 

Martin Laura B.. Parmer, S 13. T. Button. P. O. Paxton. 1895. 
Matt hews. L. L.. Farmer and Stockrsiaer, S. 5, T. Dix, P. O. Gibson 
City. 1898. 

Mauritzen. John. Meat Market. Kempton. 1915. 

Meikle, John. Farmer and Breeder, S. 10. T. Brenton, P. O. Piper City. 

Mr. Meikle was born in Ford County in 1872. 

Melvin, Edward E . Farmer. S. 19. T. Pella, P. O. Piper City. 1915. 
Melvin State Bank. General Banking, Melvin. Organized 1915. 
Middleton. OR. Attorney at Law. City Attorney. Gibson City. 1913. 
Miller Bros.. Irving and Peter Miller, Farmers, S. 10, T. Brenton, P. O. 

Miller,'^irtu^/Farmer, S. 10. T. Brenton. P. O. Piper City. 1890. 

Miller, Peter. Farmer, S 10. T. Brenton. P. O. Piper City. 1887 
Miller, John, Farmer. S 2, T. Mona, P. O. Kempton. Mr. Miller was 
born in Ford County in 1879. 

Miner. J. W., Farmer and Breeder. S. 17, T. Sullivant, P. O. Sibley. 
Mr. Miner was born in Ford County in 1874. 


Molloy. Thos., Farmer, S. 17, T. Brenton, P. O Piper City; 1869. 
Montelius Grain Co., J. K., Mootdins, Grain, Piper City. Mr. Montelios 
was born iu Ford County. 

M ood y. J. N., Farmer. S. 6, T. Dix, P. O. Gibson City. 1912. 

Moore R. G., Parmer. 8. 30. T. Button. P. O. Clarence. 1876. 

Morrison. M. C.. Farmer and Dairyman, S. 29, T. Patton. P. O. Paxton. 

1887. _ „ 

Mortweet. Chas., Farmer. S. 20. T. Patton, P. O. Paxton. 1W9. 
Mortweet, Hdw , Farmer, S. 19, T. Patton. P. O. Paxton. 1887. 

Moody, Bert, Fanner, S. 31. T. Button. P. O. Paxton. 1881. 

Mulcabey, J. B.. Farmer and Auctioneer. S. 22, T. Peach Orchard, P. O. 
Strewn. 1912. 

Munson, Chas., Farmer, S. 14, T. Sullivant, P. O. Sibley. Mr. Mnnson 
was born in Ford County in 1884. 

Murray. J. B.. Solicitor and Collector Paxton Register, Roberts. 1914. 
Myers. John A., Hotel, Kempton. 1913. 


Nelson. J. H., Postmaster, Paxton. 1872. Mr. Nelson has served a* 
Sheriff and County Treasurer. 

Nelson. Nels T.. Parmer, 8. 13, T. Patton, P. O. Paxton ' 
Nethertoo, S. W., Parmer, S. 4, T. Lyman, P. O. Roberts. 1907. 
Nenbauer, Bdw.. Parmer, S. 34, T. Dix, P. O. Gibson City. 1896. 
Nickerson, J. W., Farmer. S. 30. T. Dix, P. O. Gibson City. 1906. 
Nielsen. John B., General Contractor and Builder, Paxton. 1890. 

Nieswander. R. J.. Farmer, S. 17, T. Sullivant. P. O. SiMmr. 1893. 
Noble Brothers, William and H. C. Noble. Proprietors, Wholesale Saed 

Merchants. Gibson City. Established 1906. _ _ 

Noble, William. (Firm of Noble Brothers,) Mayor of Gibson City, Gibson 
City. 1913. 

Nooner, J. T., Parmer, 8. 32, T. Button, P. O. Clarence. 


Ogg, Cardie R., Farmer aod Breeder of Shorthorn Cattle, S. 3, T. 
Drummer, P. O. Gibson City. 

O gg p. B., Farmer and Stock Breeder, S. 15, T. Dix, P. O. Blliott. 
1901. 

Ogg Louis L., Parmer. S. 7, T. Dix. P. O. Gibson City. 1909. 

Ogg! W. H.. Farmer, S 23. T. Drummer, P. O. Gibson City. 

Obrt, Martin, Garage. Gibson City. 1916. , „ _ 

Oppermanu, Wm., Road Commissioner and Retired Farmer, Piper City. 

1872. 

Ostrom, Chas. A.. Farmer. S. 8. T. Patton, P. O. Paxton. 1867. 

Oxley Seed Co., The, J. T. Oxley, Gibson Citv. 


1903. 


Packingham, A. M., Farmer. S. 28, T. Button, P. O. Rankin. 1903. 

Park B. A., Farmer, S. 6. T. Button, P. O. Paxton. 1899. 

Parsons J. B., Farmer, S. 20, T. Button. P. O. Oarence. 1900. 

Patton, Mrs. Jane. Farming. S 32. T. Button. P. O. Clarence. 1854. 

Paxton, Ray L-. Farmer, S. 1, T. Drummer. P. O. Gibsan City. 1909. 

Paxton Carnegie Library, Prof. O. J. Bainum. President; G. G. Bddy, 
Chairman Book Committee; Mias Emma Meharry, Librarian; 
Paxton. Established 1903. . M . 

Paxton Dry Goods Co . The. Adolph Pager, Manager, Dry Goods, Notions, 
etc., Psxton. Established 1905. 

Paxton Granite Co., Cba».. Shelby and D. L. Van Trecsc, Proprietors, 
Monuments, Paxton. . _ _ 

Psxton Seed Co., The. B. D. Risser, B. M. Rollins and W. H. West¬ 
brook, Field Seeds, Feed, Paxton. Established 1914. 

Paxton State Bank. W. J. Latter. President; W. D. Rankin, Vice Presi¬ 
dent; O. J. Bgncll, Cashier; General Banking. Paxton. Established 
1894. 

Peach Orchard, Township of, G. F. Howk, Town Clerk, Melvin. 

Pearson, J. T., Farmer and Road Commissioner, S. 20, T. Pella, P. O. 
Piper City. 1888. 

Peters. Herman. Parmer, S. 4, T. Dix, P. O. Gibson City. 1893. 

Phillips & Swanson, A. L. Phillips and C. M. Swanson, Attorneys, 
Gibson City. Established 1914. 

Phillips. A. L., (Law Firm of Phillipa St Swanson) Attorney, Gibson City. 
1869. Mr. Phillips baa served as State's Attorney and Member of 
Legislature. 

Pierson, Fred, Merchant Tailor, Gibson Citv. 1915. 

Pier pout, John Dealer in Coal. Assessor Drummer Township and Gibson 
City, Gibson City. 1858. . 

Piper City Journal, Charles B. Gilpin, Publisher, Piper City. 1899. 

Poplctt, W. J.. Parmer, S. 20, T. Di*. P. O. Gnthric. 1889. 

Potter. Paul O.. Photographer. Gibson City. 1904. 

Potts. A. W.. Plumbing, Heating and Tin Work, Gibaon City. 1874. 

Preaton St Yoder. S. H. Preston and M. F. Yoder, Real Estate, Gibaon 
City. Bttabliahed 1910. 


Quick. Wm , Farmer, 8. 20, T. Pella, P. O. Piper City. Mr. Quick waa 
born in Ford County in 1875. 


Ramahaw, B. L., Farmer, S. 1, T. Wall. P. O. Buckley. 1884. 

Ramahaw, John, Farmer, S. 9. T. Wall, P. O. Melvin. Mr. Ramsbaw 
was born in Ford County in 1882. 

Rasmus. P. A . Proprietor Rasmus Studio, Paxton. 1867. 

Rasmussen, Lara, Mason and Cement Contractor, Paxton. 1905. 

Read. Arby D., Farmer, S. 11, T. Pella. P. O. Piper City. 1872. 

Reed, J. B-. Farmer and Stockraieer, S. 26, T. Brenton, P. O. Thawville. 

Reehl, H. K.. Parmer and Road Commissioner. 8. 23, T. Peach Orchard, 
P. O. Melvin. Mr. Reehl was born in Ford Connty in 1882. 

Reiners. R.. Farmer and Stockrsiaer. 8. 20, T. Drummer, P. O. Gibson 
City. 1897. 

Reising, A. G., Garage and Anto Livery, Piper City. Mr. Rrising was 
born in Ford County. 

Rhodes, J. W.. House Mover, Raiser and Contractor. Gibson City. 1890. 

Ribardy, Mrs. Gertrude. Farming. S. 1, T. Mona, P. O. Kempton. 1901. 

Ringler. Raymond T., Farmer, S. 30, T. Mona, P. O. Cullom. 1913. 

Risser Sc Rollins, B. D. Risser and B. M. Rollins, Grain, Coal, Peed and 
Seeds, Paxton. Established 1913. 

Robinson, W. B., Farmer, S. 35, T. Pella, P. O. Piper City. 1903. 

Roesch, Fred, Parmer. S. 18, T. Sullivant, P. O. Anchor. 1892. 

Rohr bach, John, Parmer, S. 26. T. Brenton. P. O. Thawville. 1860. 

Rohwedder, John C., Farmer. S. 9. T. Lyman. P. O. Roberts. 1887. 

Roth D. K.. Proprietor Woodland Home Stock Farm. Breeder of Per- 
cheron and Belgian Horses, S. 35, T. Drummer. P. O. Gibson City. 
1905. 

Rotramel, D. W.. Breeder of Percberon and Shire Horses, Owner of 
"Jodelet," ’•Jack" and "Haglethorpe Prince" Stallions, Psxton. 
1880. 

Rudolph, W. H., Breeder. Sibley. 1903. 

Russell. J. P., Farmer. S 26. T. Lyman, P. O. Roberts. Mr. Russell 
was born iu Ford County iu 1865. 


Sanders, it. O.. Publisher The Roberts Herald. Roberts. 1897. 
Sans, Joe, Farmer, S. 20, T. Lyman, P. O. Roberts. 1903. 


Sawyer, J. B., Manager Telephone Co., Roberta. 1900. 

8ebaub, C. H , Livery and Undertaking, Kempton. 1891. 

Schertx. P. St Co., P S. and J. V. Schertz, Deulers in Lumber and Build¬ 
ing Material, Gibaon City. Bstablisbed 1907. 

Schneider & Schneider. C. S. and R. L. Schneider. Attorneys and Conn* 
sellors at Law, Paxton. Established 1898. 

Scott. Blmer, Parmer, S. 3, T. Patton. P. O. Paxton. 1887. 

Scott, M. H., Attorney, Piper City. Mr. Scott was born in Ford County. 
Schsfroth, Jacob, Farmer and Stockrsiaer, S. 29, T. Rogers, P. O. Cabery. 
Mr. Sehafroth was born in Germany in 1858 and settled in Ford 
Connty in 1881. 

8eug, Edward P., Fsrmer and Dairyman, S. 28, T. Lyman, P. O. Roberts. 

Mr. Seng was bora in Ford County in 1885. 

8hellman. K.. Parmer. S. 33. T. Dix, P. O. Gibaon City. 1888. 

8h*rman, George. Parmer, S. 5. T. Lyman. P. O. Roberts. Mr. Sher¬ 
man was born in Ford Connty in 1886. 

Shilts, Wm., Farmer and Road Commissioner, S. 26, T. Dix, P. O. 

Gibson City. Mr. Shilts was born in Ford Connty in 1880. 

Shirley, O. P.. Farmer and Agent Massachusetts Life Insurance Co., S. 

36, T. Drummer, P. O. Gibson City. 1883. 

Short, Buntie, Farmer and Stockraiser, S. 30, T. Wall, P. O. Melvin. 
1878. 

Sibley Bank. General Banking, Sibley. 

Sibley Journal, Newspaper, Sibley. 

Sibley, Village of. Lonis J. Mack. President Village Board. 

Siems, Henry, Dealer in General Merchandise, Melvin. 1909. 

Simms, W H., Land Owner. Gibaon City. 

Skinner, Pred, Parmer and Road Commissioner, S. 33, T. Sullivant, P. O. 

8ibley. Mr. Skioner was born la Ford County in 1868. 

8mith, A. P.. Farmer. S. 27, T. Drummer, P. O. Gibaon City. 1868. 
Smith. C. M.. Proprietor Smith’s Cleaning Works. Gibson City. 1910. 
Smith, John H., Anto Livery and Repairing, Sibley. 1907. 

Smith. J. P.. Banker, Roberts. 1859. 

Soelling^J. H., Parmer and Stockraiser, S. 11, T. Wall, P. O. 

Spiceard. N. B.. Fanner. S. 36, T. Button, P. O. Clarence. 

Stadler, Prank, Parmer and Stockraiser. S. 1. T. Brenton. 

City. Mr. Stsdler was born in Ford County in 1870. 

Sun ford. Geo L., Farmer and Stockman, S. 14, T. Wall, 

1910. 

State Bank of Piper City. General Banking. Piper City. 

Stegaman. A., Former, S. 36. T. Patton, P. O. Ludlow. 1905. 

Stein, Fred J., Farmer aod Breeder. S. 4, T. SuUivaut, P. O. Sibley. 
1882. 

8triuberg. B., Farmer and Breeder. S. 30, T. Sullivant. P. O. Cropsey. 
1887. 

Stephens. W. H.. Fsrmer. S. 36, T. Button, P. O. Paxton. 

Stevens. H. A., Editor. Paxton. 

Stevens. J. W., Proprietor Illinois Marble and Granite Works, Gibaon City. 
Stevens, N. B.. Printing Co., H. A. Stevens. Manager, Daily and Weekly 
Record, Paxton. Bstablished 1865. 

Strayer, Cedi. Farmer, S. 25. T. Button. P. O. Paxton. 1890. 

Strayer, Edwin. Parmer. S. 24, T. Button, P. O. Clarence. 1860. 

Storm. Geo., Parmer. S. 4, T. Lyman, P. O. Roberts. Mr. Strum sane 
bora in Pord County in 1874. 

Snntkea. John R., Sibley Garage. Sibley. 1906. 

Suter, Sam. Road Commissioner and Threshing Machine Operator, S. 27, 
T. Drummer. P. O. Proctor. 1897. 

Swanfelt, Bdward. Parmer. S. 24, T. Button, P. O. Paxton. 

Swanick. J. B.. Anto Livery. Roberta. 1881. 

Swearingen. Robt., Farmer, S. 36. T. Drummer, P. O. Gibaon City. 
1886. 

Swearingen. W. S.. Fanner. S. 36. T. Drummer. P. O. Gibaon City. Mr. 

Swearingen waa born in Pord Connty in 1885. 

Swenson. David, Parmer. S. 17, T. Bottom, P. O. Clarence. 1885. 


1853. 
P. O. 


P. O. Lode. 


Talbott, Charles. Parmer. 5 2. T. Brenton. P. O. Piper City. Mr. Tal¬ 
bott was born in Pord County in 1881. 

Talbott. George. Farmer. S. 3. T. Brenton. P. O. Piper City. Mr. Tal¬ 
bott waa born in Pord Connty io 1888 

Talbot. W. J., Parmer. S. 4. T. Lyman. P. O. Roberta. Mr. Talbot ssne 
born in Pord Connty in 1888. 

Tansly, L. S., Horae Bayer and Livery, Melvin. 1895. 

Tavenncr. J. N., Parmer, S. 23, T. Drummer, P. O Gibaon City. 1892. 
Taylor, Otto. Parmer, S. 7. T. Drummer. P. O. Gibaon City. 1873. 
Thomas. Roy. Farmer. S 36. T. Mona. P. O. Ashkum. 1904. 

Thompson, A. C., Farmer and Breeder, 8. 21, T. Pella, P. O. Piper City. 
1902. 

Thompson, B. S.. Parmer aod Road Commissioner. 8. 27. T. Pella, P. O. 
Piper City. 1887. 

Thompson, J. A., Parmer. S. 17, T. Pella, P. O. Piper City. 1906. 
Thompson, John, Parmer, S. 26, T. Mona, P. O. Kempton. 1911. 
Thompson, J. S., County Clerk, Paxton and Melvin. 1869. Mr. Thomp¬ 
son baa served as Postmaster at Melvin. 


Thorndyke, Cyrus, Parmer, S. 4. T. Pella, P. O. Piper City. 1883. 
Tornowske. Kraeat, Farmer. S. 3, T. Lyman, P. O. Thawville. 1883. 
Trigger. John. Parmer. S. 10, T. Wall. P. O. Loda. 1869. 

Trigger. L C., Parmer, S. 1, T. Wall, P. O. Loda. 1879. 

Trigger. Richard. Parmer, S. 11. T. Wall. P. O. Loda. 1869, Mr. 
Trigger has served as School Diaector for several years, also as 
Commissioner. Assessor and Supervisor. 

Troxel, John M.. Parmer, S. 10. T. Patton. P. O. Paxton. 1915. 

Trunk. Hago, Farmer, S. 30, T. Pella. P. O. Piper City. 1914. 

Turner, Geo. M.. General Mason Contractor, Paxton. 1897. 


Ulfera, Geo., Parmer and Breeder. S. 8, T. Sullivant, P. O. Gibeou City. 
1907. 

Ulfars, Theo., Farmer and Breeder, S. 13, T. Sullivant, P. O. Sibley. 
1910. 

Umbarger, Jeaae, Parmer. S. 26. T. Peach Orchard, P. O. Melvin. Mr. 
Umbarger was born in Ford County in 1868. 


Van Horn, W. G., Farmer. S. 6. T. Patton. P. O. Paxton. 

Vogelbacher, Ang.. Farmer, S. 2, T. Brenton. P. O. Piper City. 1884. 

Von Brethorat. Karl. Parmer. S. 23. T. Wall, P. O. Loda. 1888. 

Wade, A.. Farmer. S. 9. T Dix, P. O. Gibaon City. 1872. 

Wakefield, A., Proprietor Gibaon Ice Cream Co.. Gibaon City. 

Wakelin. H. M.. AssisUnt State Veterinarian, Melvin. Mr. Wakelin wm 
born in Ford County in 1890. 

Walters. Katherine, Farming and Stockraising, S. 30, T. Dix, P. O. 
Gibaon City. 

Warfield. A. G., Farmer. S. 4, T. Drummer, P O Gibaon City. 1883. 
Watts. W. R.. Editor of Cabery Enquirer. Cabery. 

Weak man, Ben, Farmer. S. 4. T. Drummer. P. O Gibaon City. Mr. 

Weakman was born in Pord County in 1873. 

Weakman. Frank, Farmer, S. 4. T. Pella. P. O. Piper City. Mr. Weak- 
man was born in Ford Connty in 1887. 

Weakman. John. Fanner and Stockraiser, S. 15, T. Pella. P. O. Piper 
City. 1865. 


Digitized by 






PATRONS' REFERENCE DIRECTORY. 


Vmw, TekaH.. Immt, Broader of Gattla aad Sheep. 8. IS. T. Wall. WOaoa. W. H.. OMtral Hotal. Gibeoa City. 1810. 

P. O. Lodo. 1870. Wood, W. O.. Parmer aad Road Oamm le aloecT. 8. 9. T. Dix. P. O. 

Wabar. Wata. Farmer aad Bloekralaar, 8. 14. T. B raa too, F. O. Pipar Gibaoa City- Mr. Wood waa bora ia Ford County ia 1870. 

_ Woodbara, O. P.. Partner, 8. S5. T. Drummer. P. O. Gibaoa City. 1878. 

Weaalaad, Barry. Fanaar, 8. 21. T. Pattaa. P. O. hdN. Mi. Wooleeaooft Rroa.. Oatafa. Aato Ueery aad Repair Work. Roberta. 

Weatbrook. W. H.. Mayor oI P a rm a, Futoa. 1871. lfig. 

Whornll. H. L.. Oarage aad Rape* Work. Roberta. Mr. Wborrall waa Wright. Bernhard. Fanaar aad Rood Oammiartoaar, 8. 29. T. Lyaaaa. 

bora ia Ford OaaatT ia ltuT P. O. Robarta. 1890. 

Wlabara. Haary. Fanaar. 8. 18. T. BaWvaat, P. O. Aacbor. 1912. Wright. Howard, Faraaar. 8. 5. T. DU. P. O. Olbaoa City. 19Mb 


Wyha, Oaoar H.. Btate’a Attaraay. Paxtoa. 1887. Mr. WyUa baa a 
aa Cbcait Clark aad Recorder. 

Yackaa. A. A. ft Soar. Black amhMag aad Oar^o. Rabarta. 1887. 

Yoaag. Joha A.. Farmer, 8. 2. T. Battoa. P. O. Paxtoa. 1898. 

Zobal. Oaa. Fanaar. 8. 2. T. Lymaa. P. O. TbowriUa. 1878. 
Zabarth. Oaat. Farmer, S. 18. T. Wall. P. O. Meleia. 

Zander. F. F.. Faraier aad 8tockrmiaar. 8. 11. T. SaWraat. P. 0.81 
Mr. Zaadar waa bora ia Ford Ooaaty ia 1890. 


J. R. Shaw. Preoideat 

W. H. Haatar, • Vtaa President 
H. B. Shaw. Ceahkr 

W. H. Weetbrook, - Aaat Caehier 


THE 


EH.FAGERBURG 


Piper ftyJoauIr,' — 


Frank Woolley Arthur Woolley C. A. Uraoa. Pruekient 8 | n|W|f m f|| a ppai 

Gao. Woolley T. J. Uraoa, • Vico Praaidant ALBtaKl L llULLIjI I 

retAAw r rwv aaa^oaea J. T. Swaaooa, - Sec’y aad TTaaa. 


anus e. am 


^National ll?"**'™: 


WOOLLEY BROS. 


BRBBDRR OF 


P. LARSON | Pm Bred Penfcrw 

Hmes 




Bank 


ISSUED EVERY THURSDAY 

Covert Northern Ford. Raatara Ur- 
iagatoaaad Waetara lroqaoie Coaatiae 

EstsMtsM 1883 

_ h ii Iwl if Ot Cm Bek 

CAPITAL AND SURPLUS mt *" 

# 100,000 Taiepboaaa: 

. __ OMoa. No. 28 Raaldanca. No. 180 

PAXTON, - - ILL. PIPER CITY, - ILL. 


and Insurance , 

— uterpnse Serthe d. 70949 

Cettea, Rice, Cen, Oats sad T~T r KeadytoWttrUflttMg 

Cm Lab a be Texas The S» ybrook Gazette G<nt ,. Pnrai .hi B< . srjgaasrfta 
MCmiCmtj ^ Arr#| ^ Newj “ d Appdam 1MIS4 

°®“- CuaanaAr, BdUb« iHUlkS lid U\l$t$ 

PAXTON, ILL. Gibson City, - I1L GIBSON CITY, - ILL. wjl yM. pSTg r**" **** 


Office, Commsndery Building I 


PAXTON, ILL. 


Joha C. McClare, Pn 

1. B. Merritt. Vice Pn 

Mark R. KopUa. • Vice Pn 

Oay W. Merritt. - - < 

Wat. A. Devldaoa, - Aaat ( 


W. J. Latear, 
W. D. Raakia. 
O. J. Bgaoll, 
N. Y. Latoar. 


Vice Praaldaat 
raahltr 
Aaat Gaihiar 


W. B. Shame, • 

L. B. Rockwood, 
Br y aoa Straaaa, 

M. C. Mattiaaoa, 


Praaldaat 
Vice Praaidaat 
• - Caahiar 

Aaat Caahier 


Grand Leader GteaPrakceC#. 

_. J. i. HUDSON. NUatcer 


ROBERTS, 


Gibson City PAXTON 
StateJBank STATE BANK 


ESTABLISHED 1901 

Dry Goods, Notions, 


Wholesale Dealers Is 


FirstNatkmalBank Suits, Skirts and Lire ud Dressed Pedby, 
nfGkcnn Wai,to Bdl*r, E» Be. 


CAPITAL 

$30,000.00 


CAPITAL $108,000.00 Uated Skies Depeatey 


First Door North of 
First National Bank 


IRON AND JUNE 


GIBSON CITY, - ILL. PAXTON, 


GIBSON CITY, - ILL. PAXTON, 


ILL. GIBSON CITY, - ILL. 
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ADVERTISING SEGTION 


' . vrvr'n |h.H. In Fr.nk LM1* C. 8. Schndd., *• L. Schneider 

F. F. ZANDER iKERR&UNDLBf 8 ^^ 

Lawyers ^Ju. 

Commandery Building Rodeen mock. Suite 3 and 4 

PAXTON, - - ILL. PAXTON, - ILL. 


N. E. Stevens 
Printing Co. 

H. A. STEVENS. Mgr. 

Daily and Weekly Recard 

The Home of 

GOOD PRINTING 

Telephone 39 

PAXTON, - - ILL. 






BREEDER OF 


Big Type Poland China Hogs 

SIBLEY, ILLINOIS 



Eaglethorpe Prince 10661 
(26180) 

is a purebred Imported Shire Stallion, 
weighing 2,000 Ibe. Color, Bay. This 
horse has the beat of action, is a aure 
breeder and haa plenty of colts to 
show hia breeding. 

Registered in Vol. 7 of the Ameri¬ 
can |Shire Horse Stud Book, August 
14, 1909. 


E. D. Given, 
Wm. Perdue, 
H. B. Duffield, 


President 
Vice President 
• Cashier 


Fanners & Merchants 
BANK 

OF PAXTON 

STATE BANK 


f^^leanoRdau Florists 

Dealers ■ Seels, Bafts i 
Ntrsery Stock 

33.000 Feet of Glsss 
Funeral Work a Specialty 

PAXTON, - ILL. 


Jsdelet 71671 (85501) — 


is a pure bred Imported Percberon, 
weighing 1,800 lbe., is four-year-old, 
sound as a dollar. He is splendidly 
built, has fine action and you will 
make no miftake in using him. 

It is hereby certified that the Per- 
cheron stallion. Jodelet 71671 (85501), 
imported August. 1910, by Singmaater 
& Sons, Keota. Iowa, is recorded by 
the Percberon Society of America, 
and that hia recorded number is 
71671. 

Color and description: Black; star. 


Jack 68478 


is a black Percberon, weighs a ton. 

He has a fine disposition and heavy 
bone. Has splendid action and fine 
build. 

Color and description: Black; star; 
small snip. Foaled June 15, 1907; 
bred by Max Lange, Thawville, Ill. - - 

- Grass. Red Top, I 

D.W.ROTRAMEL 

OWNER I ° at Gibson C 

Paxton, - - Illinois. GIBSON CITY. 


DIRECTORS 

Wm. Perdae E. D. Given 

W. B. Kenney B. B. Hester 

Alfred Lindquist Philip J. Larson 

H. B. Duffield 

PAXTON. - - ILL 


William Noble H. C. Noble 

NOBLE BROTHERS 

WHOLESALE | 

Seed Merchants 

Agricultural Seeds 

Grass. Oarer, Timothy, Nets, Bke 
Grass. Red Top, Bean, Peas, Etc. 

Blevators at Foosland and Garber, 
Illinois 

General Officea and Seed Warehouses 
st Gibson City, Illinois 


Amos Ball, - President 

C. M. K<ttterjobn, - Vice President 
Jno. C. McClure, - Sec’y and Tress. 

Gibson 

Home Telephone Co. 

J.F. STEPHENS, Local Mgr. 

GIBSON CITY, - ILL. 


John B. Nielsen Gordon F. Nielsen 

NIELSEN & NIELSEN 

General Contractors 
and Builders 

token service, the service parexcclleace 

PHONE 312 

PAXTON, - - ILL. 


Cruzen & Nelson 
Mercantile Co. 

PROPRIETORS OP 

R. CRUZEN ft SON 

Crockery aid House Fur¬ 
nishing Goods, Holiday 
Goods and Toys 

Graniteware, Tinware, Silverware 
and Cutlery, Notions and 
Stationery 

Sc, 10c and 25c 
Department 

PAXTON, - - ILL. 


L C. BIDDY, M. D. 

Physician and 
Surgeon 

Office Over Krampff’s Drug 
Store 

Telephones: ( 

Office, 2-36 Residence, 3—36 • 

PIPER CITY, - ILL < 


B. D. Risoer B. M. Rollins | 

W. H. Westbrook 

THE 

Paxton Seed Co. 

FIELD SEEDS 

FEED 

xber, Phone 46 

ow . PAXTON, - - ILL. 

Ia Lars Rasmussen 

Mason>*Cement Contractor 

inwfedmn CemU Sticks, tm h 
Ren, CcmU Stocks, Steeple 
Fence Pest, Al Kinds ef 
Cemt Wsrfc 

Residence 355 W. Franklin Street 

Office and Plant, Railroad Ave., op¬ 
posite I. C- R. R- Depot 

PAXTON, - ILL. 


P. Schertz & Co. 

DEALERS IN 

Lumber, Coal, and All 
Kinds of Building 
Material 

Sand, Plaster, Cement, etc. 

GIBSON CITY, - ILL. 


General Mason 
Contractor 

Office and Shop Railroad Ave. 
and Center Street 

PAXTON, - ILL. 


B. W. Dietterle A. H. Dietterle 

THE 

Melvin Garage 

DIETTERLE BROS., Props. 


CASH GARAGE 

MARTIN 0HRT, Proprietor 

Sales, Accessories, Repairs 
and Vnfcaafaag 

Agent for Bush Cars 

GIBSON CITY, - ILL. 


Repairing a Specially 

MELVIN, - ILL. 


O^N.^iiiliiH 


Warm, IcCwaick BMcn 


Oscar H. Wylie 
ATTORNEY 

Notaries aid ieaopapher ia 
Oftce 

Phones, (Long Distance Connections) 
Office-Paxton, 103 
Residence-Paxton, 152 

PAXTON, - ILL. 

M. H. Qoad F. M. Thompson 

Clond & Thompson 
Attorneys and 
Counselors at Law 

Fni Mmd Buk Mfaf 

PAXTON, - ILL. 

Illinois Marble and 
_Granite Works 

}. W. STEVENS, Proprietor 

imported and Domestic 
Stone 

Satisfaction Gnarantecd 

GIBSON CITY, - ILL. 

Eastern Illinois 
Register 

J.Waftacc hw Eft* mi Mtt* 

Ford County's Leading 
Weekly Newspaper 

PAXTON, - - ILL. 

Member of State and National As¬ 
sociation of Dyers and Cleaners 

Smith’s dealing 
Works 

South of City Hall 

C. M. Smith, 

GIBSON CITY, - ILL. 

Chao. Shelby D. L. Van Treeae 

Paxton Granite Co. 

Foreign American Gramte 

Monuments 

PAXTON, - - ILL. 

A. A. Yackee & 
Sons 

Mach smithing and Anto 
Repairing 

Garage in Connection 

Phone No. 9 

. ROBERTS, - ILL. 

Consumers’Supply Co. 

“Saccenan T« Gnu Bm.” 

The White Front 

Large Lot Dealers, Bm, Pota¬ 
toes, Sab, Feed, Sagar, 
Crackers, Frits, ffigk 

Grade Groceries 

PAXTON, - ILL. 

t A. W. Bengteon C. B. BengUon 

THE BENGTSON 
Manufacturing Co. 

ESTABLISH BD 1906 

t iamrfactmers of Aprons 

Factory and Office 109-115 W. 
State Street 

. PAXTON, - ILL. 

ALBERT FROYD 

Hardware, Implements 
and Vehicles 

Stores and Ranges 
Phrabing and Heating 

PAXTON, - ILL. 

D. K. ROTH 

Importer and Breeder of 

Percberon and Belgian 
' Horses 

> WRITE ME YOUR WANTS 

, Woodland Grove Stock Farm 

. GIBSON CITY, - ILL. 

A. G. REISING 
Garage and Anto livery 

All Repairing Promptly Done 

Goodyear Firestone Tires 

Harris. Vacnnm, Wolfs Head 
and Polarine Oil 

Telephone No. 61 

PIPER CITY, - ILL. 
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MELVIN 

STATEBANK 

General Banking 

MELVIN, - ILL. 

Malcolm L McQuiston 

Attorney and 
Counselor at Law 

PAXTON, - - ILL. 

M. H. SCOTT 

Attorney 
at Law 

PIPER CITY, - ILL. 

J. P. SMITH 

General 

Banking 

ROBERTS, - - ILL. 

THE 

Roberts Herald 

W.O. SANDERS, MU. 

Me*e*fc?ai 

ROBERTS, - ILL. 

Malcolm McQuiston. - President 
Jlto T. Stewart, - - Secretary 

Ford County 
Abstract Co. 

PAXTON, - ILL. 

melvin”motor 

G. F. HOWK. Publisher 

Ad Excellent 
Advertising Medium 

MELVIN, - ILL. 

W. F. LEMNA 

Real Estate and 
Insurance 

Phone No. 72 

PIPER CITY, - ILL. 

G. J. Johnson 

Real Estate, Loans 
and Insurance 

PAXTON, - ILL. 

C. E. Beach 

Attorney and 
CounseDor at Law 

PAXTON, - ILL. 

S. H. Preston XI. F. Yoder 

Preston & Yoder 

Real Estate 
and Loans 

GIBSON CITY, - ILL. 

P. A. RASMUS 

Proprietor 

Rasmus Studio 

PAXTON, - ILL. 

0. R. 1HDDLET0N 

Attorney 
at Law 

GIBSON CITY, - ILL. 

SAMUELLUDLOW 

Attenuy at 
Caw 

PAXTON, - - ILL 

A. L. Phillips C. M. Swanson 

Phillips & Swanson 

Dwyers 

GIBSON CITY, - ILL. 

F. C. GRAYSON 
VETERINARIAN 

Office Phone No. 26 

Residence Phone No. 221 

PAXTON, - ILL. 

H. M. Wakdm 
VETERINARIAN 

PHONES: 

Office 42 R2 
Residence 42 R3 
MELVIN, - ILL. 

E. D. Rinser B. M. Rollins 

Risser & Rollins 
Grain and Coal 
Feed and Seeds 

PAXTON, - ILL. 

R. E. JOHNSON, 

D. V. M. 

Veterinarian 

Office Telephone, 2 Long No. 8 
Residence Telephone. 259 

GIBSON CITY, - ILL. 

MonteKusGrainCo. 

GRAIN 

PIPER CITY, - ILL. 

THE 

Gibson Courier 

ESTABLISHED IN 1873 

E. LOWRY’S SONS. Publishers 

Pnbfisbhig and Printing 

GIBSON CITY, - ILL. 

Dr. J. A. COLTEAUX 

Physician and 
Surgeon 

PHONES 

Office 55 Residence 112 

ROBERTS, - ILL. 

J. W. Rhodes 

House Mover, Raiser 
and Contractor 

Telephone No. 349 

GIBSON CITY, - ILL 

Harry Whorrall 

Automobile Repairs, 
Anto Supplies 

ROBERTS, - ILL. 

P. LARSON CO. 

ESTABLISHED 1865 

Ready Made Clothing, 
Furnishing Goods 
Hats and Shoes 

PAXTON, - - ILL. 

Gibson Ice Cream 
Company 

A. WAKEFIELD, rnpiriw 

Bulk and Brick Ice Cream, 
Ices and Sherbets 

M Kmc SO GUnOt.II. 

Amos Ball 

Insurance 

GIBSON CITY, - ILL. 

City Garage 

E. L. CULLERS, Proprietor 

Sales Room, Sopphes 
and Anto Hire 

GIBSON CITY, - ILL. 

John Pierpont 

DEALER IN 

All Kinds of 
Coal 

GIBSON CITY, - ILL. 

L S. TANSLY 

Horse Boyer and 
livery 

MELVIN, - ILL. 

Kaiserhof 

Hotel 

J. A. MEYERS, frop. 

KEMPTON, - ILL. 

R. B. CHAMBERS 

DEALER IN 

Dry Goods, Groceries, 
General Merchandise 

ROBERTS, - - ILL. 

Woolsoncroft Bros. 

Garage, Anto Livery 
and Repair Work 

ROBERTS, - ILL. 

R.R.BAILY 

Auctioneer and 
Real Estate 
Dealer 

GIBSON CITY, - ILL. 

A. W. Potts 

Plumbing, Heating 
and Tinwork 

GIBSON CITY, - ILL. 

THE 

Paxton Dry Goods 
Company 

ADOLPH FAGER, Nuagtr 

PAXTON, - ILL. 

KEMPTON 
MEAT MARKET 

JOHN MAUR1TZEN, hop. 

KEMPTON, - ILL. 

KERR’S LIVERY 

E. ML KERR. Proprietor 

Anto and Team Livery 
Service 

Brick Barn, Eighth Street 

Long Distance Phone No. 8 

GIBSONiCITY, - - ILL. 

THOMAS ARNOLD 

Livery, Feed Bara and 
Sales Stable 

Automobile Livery in 
Connection 

Calls Answered Day or Night 

PAXTON, - ILL. 

J. C Ballinger 
Livery 

Cement Contractor 

SIBLEY, - ILL. 

C. E Schaub 

Livery and 
Undertaking 

KEMPTON, - ILL. 

John H. Smith 

Anto Livery and 
Repairing 

SIBLEY, - ILL. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 




M. P. YODBR. 

CIBSON CITY, IU.. 




ALBERT FREDRICKSON, 
Afiior of Patton Township, 
PAXTON, ILL. 


OSCAR H. WYLIB. 

States Attorney for Ford County and 
President of Illinois State's At* 
torney's Association, 
rAXTON. ILL. 


C. S. SCHNEIDER, 
PAXTON, ILL. 



R. L. SCHNEIDER, 
PAXTON, ILL. 



J. B. PARSONS, 
CLAKNNCX, ILL. 


FORD COUNTY COURT HOUSE, PAXTON, ILL. 


MR. AND MRS. HIRAM 
HATFIBLD, 

R. P. D. No. 2, 

ASK HUM, ILL. 






MR. AND MRS. GEORGE 
LABOLLR. 

R. F. D. No. 1, 

LODA, ILL. 


MRS. JANE PATTON, 
CLARKNCX, ILL. 


JOHN LBWIS ANDREWS. 

The Junior Member at BHyn Glen 
Farm, Photograph from W. G. 
Andrews, 

PIPXK CITY, ILL. 


F. M. THOMPSON, 
PAXTON, ILL. 






MR. AND MRS. JAMBS A. JORDAN. 

GIBSON CITY, ILL. 



FAMILY GROUP, 
Photograph from R. G. Moore, 
CLAUNCX, ILL. 
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FAMILY GROUP, 
Photograph from Laura B. Martin, 
PAXTON, ILL. 



MR. AND MRS. BDWARD McDBRMOTT 
R. P. D. No. 2, 

PIPXB CITY, ILL. 
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ODD FELLOWS’ TBMPLB, 

GIBSON CITY, ILL. 


MOYER LIBRARY, 

GIBSON CITY, IU. 


BAST SIDB SCHOOL. 

PASTON, IU.. 


PAXTON CARNBGIB LIBRARY, 
PAXTON ILL. 



PRBSBYTBRIAN CHURCH, 
CLABBNCB, IU.. 


COLOSSBIM 

PAXTON, IU,. 


CITY HALL AND WATER TOWBR, 


CATHOLIC CHURCH, PAXTON, ILL. 


PAXTON, ILL. 



METHODIST CHURCH, UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH AND PARSONAGE, PRBSBYTBRIAN CHURCH. CHRISTIAN CHURCH AND PARSONAGE. 

PAXTON, ILL. GIBSON CITY. ILL. PAXTON, ILL. PAXTON, ILL. 



Digitized by 















































Digitized by 




PAXTON CHAUTAUQUA GROUNDS. PAXTON, ILL. 


8WBDI8H LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

PAXTM, IU. 


NBL8 T. NBLSON. 
Wert Side Fruit Parm.. 
PAzm, iu. 


PUBLIC SCHOOL. PAXTON, ILL. 


COUNTY FARM BUILDING, 

FAXTOK. HA. 


CITY HALL. ROBBRTS BXCHANGB BANK. HOTBL MIDDLBCOPF, 

CHMOM CITY, HA. BOWKTS, IU. FAXTOK. ILL. 






RBSIDBNCB OF J. P. SMITH. 

K0BXKT8, UA 


RBSIDBNCB OP 8. D. HBVBNBR, 

PIFKR CITY, IU. 


RBSIDBNCB OF CHAS. CRUZBN, 

FAXTOK, HA. 


RBSIDBNCB OP MRS. R. CRU/.HN. 

FAXTOK, ILL. 
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maple lawn farm. 

Residence of J. N. Moody, 
GIBSON CITY, ILL. 


RESIDENCE AND BARNS OF 
ONNO T. ARENDS, 

MIL VIM, ILL. 


RESIDENCE OP C. A. JOHNSON, 
R P D No 3. 

GIBSON CITY, ILL. 


B. H. STAFFORD FURNITURE CO.. PAXTON, ILL. 


BROOK VIEW STOCK FARM, 
S. A. Gilmore, Proprietor, 
GIBSON, ILL. 


ELLYN GLEN FARM. 
W. G. Andrews, Proprietor, 
I'IPBB CITY, ILL. 


ADDBMS-MORGAN AND COMPANY. 
PUst No. 1, 


BUSINESS SECTION AT ROBERTS, ILL. 


ADDBMS-MORCAN AND COMPANY PLANT NO. 2, 
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UNITED STATES LAND SURVEYS 


SUPPLE MINT I. 





mM? r 


ANALYSIS OF THE SYSTEM 


United States Land 


METES AND BOUNDS 


diagram i 


P to the time of the Revolutionary War, 
■old or granted, was described by '* Mi 

▲ 1_ _ M il_ 11 1 1 « 


until about the beginning of the present century, land, when parcelled out, and 

and Bound*.” and that urtfpm ia at il 1 in anatiinna •!.. _a»_*_ - 

- 0 , or in 

)lan of surveys was adopted, via.: New York, 
-lina, Georgia, Tennessee, Kentucky, Texas, 
» a known land-mark for a place of beginning, 

land-marks decay and change, and it is a weli”known"fact tLt 

tm example of this plan of dividing lands, the following description of a farm laid out by “Metes and Bounds/* is given: 

Beginning at * stone on the Bank of Doe River at a point where tbe highway from A. to B. crosses said river (see point marked C. 
on Diagram 1); thence 40 . North of West 100 rods to a large stump; thence 10° North of West 90 rods; thence 15° Weet of North 80 
rods to an oak trM (see Witness Tree on Diagram 1); thence due East 150 rods to the highway; thence following the course of tbe 
du ® North; thenoe 5° North of East 90 rods; thence 45° East of South 60 rods; thence 10° North of East 200 rods 
to the Doe River; thence following the course of the river Southwesterly to the place of beginning.** This, which is a very simple 
and moderate desonption by “ Metes and Bounds,** would leave the boundaries of the farm as shown in Diagram 1 J P 


, and that system is still in existence in the following States, oi 
jld or granted when the present plan of surveys was adopted, via.: New Yo 
land, Virginia, North and South Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, Kentucky, Tea 

. - . ..--- - - b 7 “Metes and Bounds,*' is to have a known land mark for a place of beginnii 

and then follows line according to the compaaa-needle (or magnetic bearing), or the course of a stream, or track of an ancient hii 
way. This plan has resulted in endless confusion and litigation, as land-marks decay and change, and it is a well-known fact t 
the compass-needle vanes and does not always point due North. 

.. « A* “ example of this plan of dividing lands, the following description of a farm laid out by " Metes and Bounds/* is giv< 
_ Beginning at a stone on the Bank of Doe River, at a point where tbe highway from A. to B. crosses said river (see point marked 


MERIDIANS AND BASE LINES 

DIAGRAM 2 


PAC/r/C STANDARD TIME 


STAHAAPD rri*c 


Hb Pr Mu nt 83 i™k m °?. ( ^ >ver ?™ n ^ al Surveys was adopted by Congress 


m. P 7i2r y Aor: m U ver Z imen ^ 1 L&nd Surveys was adopted by Congress on the 
May j Ifc , be ®“ *. n ua * « ver fli nce and is the legal method of de- 

1 scribing and dividing lands. It is called the “Rectangular System/* that is, all 
its distances and bearings are measured from two lines which are at right angles 
two I” 1 ® 8 * from which the measurements are made, are 
fc/oni w Meridians, which run North and South, and the Base Lines which run 
East and West. These Principal Meridians are established, with great accuracy. Each 
Principal Meridian has its Base Line, and these two lines form the basis or foundation 
for the surveys or measurement of all the lands within the territory which they control. 

Diagram 2 shows all of the Principal Meridians and Base Lines in the United States, 
and from it the territory governed by each Meridian and Base Line may be readily 
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SUPPLEMENT II 


UNITED STATES LAND SURVEYS 


These lines sro termed “ Kan go Lines/’ They divide tho land into strips or divisions six miles wide, extending North and South, parallel with the Meridian. 
Each divisiou is called a Range. Ranges are numbered from one upward, comm cing at the Meridian; and their numbers are indicated by Roman 
characters. For instance, the first division (or first six miles) west of the Meridian i* Range I. West; the next is Range II. West; then comes Range III., 
IV., V., VI., VII., and s > on, until the territory governed by another Principal Meridian is reached. In the same manner the Ranges East of the Meridian 
are numbered, tho words East or West being always used to indicate the direction from the Principal Meridian. See Diagram 3. 

Commencing at the Base Line, at intervals or six miles, lines are run East and West parallel with the Base L'Tie. These are designated as Township 
Lines. They divide the land into strips or divisions six miles wide, extending East and West, parallel with the Base Line. This plan is followed both 
North and South of the Base Line until the territory governed by another Principal Meridian and Base Line is reached. These divisions or Townships are 
numbered from one upward, both North and South of the Base Line, and their numbers are indicated by figures. For instance : The first six mile division 
North of the Base Line is Township 1 North ; the next is Township 2 North ; then comes Township 3, 4, 6 , and 6, North, and so on. The same plan is 
followed South of the Base Line; the Townships being designated as Township 1 South, Township 2 South, and so on. The “ North * or “South ” (the 
initials N. or S. being generally used) indicates the direction from the Base Line. See Diagram 3. 

These Township and Range Lines, crossing each other, as shown in Diagram 3, form squares, which are called “Townships” or “ Government Townships,” 
which are six miles Bquare, or os nearly that as it is possible to make them. These Townships are a very important feature in locating or describing a piece 
of land. The location of a Government Township, however, is very readily found when the number of the Township and Range is given, by merely 
counting the number indicated from the Base Line and Principal Meridian. As an example of this. Township 8 North, Range 4, West of the 5th Principal 
Meridian, is at once located on the square marked A" on Diagram 3, by counting eight tiers north of the Base Line and 4 tiers west of the Meridian. 


TOWNS HIPS OF LAND. 

^^T’OWNSHIPS are the largest sub- 
& I ^ divisions of land run out by the 
JL United States Surveyors. In the 
Governmental Surveys Township 
Lines are the first to be run, and a Township 
Corner is established every six miles and 
marked. This is called “Townshipping.” 
After the Township Corners have been care¬ 
fully located,the Section and Quarter Section 
Corners are established. Each Township is 
six miles square and contains 23,040 acres, 
or 36 square miles, as near as it is possible 
to make them. This, however, is fre¬ 
quently made impossible by. (1st) the pres¬ 
ence of lakes ana large streams; (2nd) by 
State boundaries not falling exactly on 
Township Lines; (3rd) by the convergence 
of Meridians or curvature of the earth’s 
surface ; and (4th) by inaccurate surveys. 

Each Township, unless it is one of the 
exceptional cases referred to, is divided 
into 36 squares, which are called Sections. 
These Sections are intended to be one 
mile, or 320 rods, square and contain 640 
acres of land. Sectionr are numbered 
oonsecutively from 1 to 36, as shown on 
Diagram 4. Beginning with Section 1 in 
the Northeast Corner, they run West to 
6, then East to 12, then West to 18, and 
so on, back and forth, until they end with 
8ection 36 in the Southeast Corner. 

Diagram 4 shows a plat of a Township 
as it is divided and platted by the govern¬ 
ment surveyors. These Townships are 
called Government Townships or Congres¬ 
sional Townships, to distinguish them from 
Civil Township* or organized Townships, 
as frequently the lines of organized Town¬ 
ships do not conform to the Government 
Tow uship lines. 


DIAGRAM 4 



SECTIONS OF LAND. 

0 TAG RAM 5 illustrates how a section 
may be subdivided, although the 
Diagram only gives a few of the 

many subdivisions into which a __ 

section may be divided. All Sections " 

(except fractional Sections) are supposed to be 320 rods, or one mile, square and therefore 
contain 040 acres—a number easily divisible. Sections are subdivided into fractional parts to suit 
the convenience of the owners of the land. A half-section contains 320 aerts; a quarter-section 
contains 160 acres; half of a quarter contains 80 acres, and quurter of a quarter contains 40 acres, 
and so on. Each pieco of land is described according to the portion of the section which it 
embraces—as the Northeast quarter of Section 10; or the Southeast quarter of the Southeast 
quarter of Section 10. Diagram 5 shows how many of these subdivisions are platted, and also 
snows the plan of designating and describing them by initial letters as each parcel of land on the 
Diagram is marked with its description. 

As lias already been stated, all Sections (except Fractional Sections which are explained else¬ 
where) are supposed to contain 640 acres, and even though mistakes have been made in surveying, 
as is frequently the case, making sections larger or smaller than 640 acres, the Government recog¬ 
nizes no variation, bur. sells or grants each regular section as containing 640 acres “more or less. 

The Government Surveyors are not required to subdivide sections by running lines within 
them, but they usually establish Quarter Posts on Section Lines on each side of a section at the 
noints marked A. B. C. and D. on Diagram 5. After establishing Township corners, Section 

Lines are the next to bo run, and section cor¬ 
ners are established. When these arc carefully 
located tho Quurter Posts are located at points as 
nearly equidistant between Section Corners as 
possible. These corners when established by 
Government Surveyors cannot be changed, even 
though it is conclusively shown that mistakes 
have been made which cause some sections or 
quarter sections to be either larger or smaller 
than others. The laws, however, of all tho 
States provide certain rules for local surveyors 
to follow in dividing Sections into snmllcr 
parcels of land than has been outlined in iho 
Governmental surveys. For instance, in divid¬ 
ing a quarter section into two parcels, tho dis- 
ance between the Government Corners is care¬ 
fully measured and the new ]*ost is loo-aied at a 
point equidistant between them. This pluu is 
followed in running out “eighties,” “forties,” 
“twenties.” etc. In this wav, if the Govern¬ 
ment division overruns or fulls short, each 
portion gains or loses its proportion. This is 
not tho rase, however, with Fractional Sections 
along the North or West sides of a Township, 
or adjoining a lako or largo stream. 



ONGRESSIONAL Townships vary 
considerably as to size and boundaries 
Mistakes mode in surveying and the 
fact that Meridians converge as they 
run North cause every Township to vary 
more or less from the 23,040 acres which a 
perfect Township would contain. See 
Diagram 4. In arranging a Township into 
Sections all the surplus or deficiency of land 
is given to, or taken from, the North and 
West tiers of Sections. In other words, all 
Sections in the Township are made full- 
640 acres—except those on the North and 
West, which are given all the land that is 
left after forming the other 25 Sections. 

Diagram 4 illustrates bow the surplus or 
deficiency is distributed and the Sections it 
Kfoeta. It will be seen that Sections 1, 2, 
S, 4, 5, 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 and 81, are the 
“ Fractional Sections,” or the Sections 
which are affected if the Township overruns 
or falls short. Inside of these Fractional 
Sections, all of the surplus or deficiency of 
land (over or under 640 acres) is carried to 
the “forties” or “eighties” that touch the 
Township Line. These pieces of land are 
called “Fractional Forties” or “Fractional 
Eighties,” as the case may be. Diagrams 4 
and 6 show the manner of marking the 
acreage and outlining the bonndanes of 
these “Fractions.” 

Diagram 6 illustrates how the surplus or 
deficiency of land inside of these Sections is 
distributed and which “fortiee”or “eighties” 
it affects. From this arrangement it will he 
seen that in any Section that touches the North or West Township Lines, the Southeast Quarter may 
be full—160 acres—while another quarter of the same Section may be much larger or smal'sr. 
Frequently these fractional “forties” or “eighties” are lotted as shown in Diagram 6. They are 
always described as fractional tracts of land, as the “fractional S.W. ^ of Sectiou 6, "etc. Of coarse 
those portions of these Sections which are not affected by these variations are described intbo usual 
manner—as Southeast i of Section 6. As a rule Townships are narrower at the North than at the 
South side. The Meridians of Longitude (which run North and South) converge as they run North 
and South from the Equator. They begin at the Eouator wiih a definite width between them and 
gradually converge until they all meet at the poles. Now, as the Range linesare run North and South, 
it will at once bo seen that the convergence of Meridians will caur- every Congressional Township 
(North of the Equator) to be narrower at its North than at its South side, ns stated. See Diagram 
4. In addition to this fact, mistakes of measurement arc constantly and almost unavoidably made 
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FRACTIONAL PIECES OF LAND. 


€ 


in running both Townshipand Range 
lines, and if no new starting points 
were established the lines would 
become confused and unreliable, and 
tho size and shape of Townships 
materially affected by the time the 
surveys had extended even a hundred 
miles from the Base Line and Princi¬ 
pal Meridian. In order to correct 
the survevs and variations caused 
by the difference of latitude and 
straighten the lines, “Correction 
Lines” (or Guide Meridians and 
Standard Parallels) are established at 
frequent intervals, usually as follows: 
North of the Base Line a Correction 
Line is run East and West parallel 
with the Base Line, usually every 
twonty-four miles. South of the 
Buso Line a Correction Li no is usually 
established every thirty miles. Both 
East and West of tho Principal 
Meridian “Correction Lines” are 
usually established every 48 miles. 
All Correction Lines are locatod by 
careful measurement, and tho suc¬ 
ceeding surveys are bused upon 
them. 


DIAGRAM 6. 



TLAT OF A FRACTIONAL SECTION. 


Entered According to Act of Congress, in the year 1909, by Geo. A. Ogle It Co., in the office of the Librarian of Congress nt Washington, D. C. 
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